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LIST OF MINEHEAD FAMILIES 

1. Addicott 
2. Alloway 
3. Ames 
4. Andrew 
5. Atkinson 
6. Atwood 
7. Axon 
8. Bagley 
9. Bailey  
10. Bain 
11. Baker 
12. Baldwin  
13. Bale 
14. Barrett 
15. Barsby 
16. Batting 
17. Bearne 
18. Beckett 
19. Bennett 
20. Bentley 
21. Bigglestone 
22. Birmingham 
23. Blackmore 
24. Blackwell 
25. Bligh 
26. Blofeld 
27. Bosanquet 
28. Bowden 
29. Boyall 
30. Boyles 
31. Bramdren 
32. Brameld 
33. Brewer 
34. Bristow 
35. Browne 
36. Bruford 

37. Bryant 
38. Burgess 
39. Burke 
40. Burnett 
41. Burns 
42. Bushen 
43. Butler 
44. Cane 
45. Challis 
46. Chamberlain 
47. Chant 
48. Chapman 
49. Chappell 
50. Charlton 
51. Chidgey 
52. Coles 
53. Collins 
54. Cooksley 
55. Cornish 
56. Court 
57. Cox 
58. Cranmer 
59. Cross 
60. Culverwell 
61. Daniel 
62. Davis 
63. Dawson-Thomas 
64. Devas 
65. Donati 
66. Dovell 
67. Down 
68. Dyer 
69. Escott 
70. Evans 
71. Floyd 
72. Forman 

73. Forrest 
74. Foy 
75. Francis 
76. Gale 
77. Gamlin 
78. Gifford 
79. Grant 
80. Greaves 
81. Greenslade 
82. Greenway 
83. Hale 
84. Harris 
85. Harrison 
86. Hawkins 
87. Hellens 
88. Henry 
89. Hensley 
90. Hewett 
91. Hill 
92. Hobhouse 
93. Hodgson 
94. Holdsworth 
95. Hooper 
96. Hopkins 
97. Hosegood 
98. Hunt 
99. Irwin 
100. Jackson 
101. Jennings 
102. Jewell 
103. Jury 
104. Kemp 
105. King 
106. Kille 
107. Knight 
108. Lane 



109. Langdon 
110. Leather 
111. Leith 
112. Leslie 
113. Lewis 
114. Lewry 
115. Litson 
116. Locker 
117. Lomas 
118. Long 
119. Lovas 
120. Lovelace 
121. Luxton 
122. McWilliams 
123. Magor 
124. Marley 
125. Martin 
126. Mason 
127. Maud 
128. May 
129. Mayall 
130. Meggitt 
131. Mercer 
132. Merson 
133. Milligan 
134. Moore 
135. Morgan 
136. Murray W B 
137. Murray W J 
138. Nepean 
139. Norman 
140. Ollerhead 

141. Page 
142. Parsons 
143. Paramore 
144. Partridge 
145. Passmore 
146. Paul 
147. Percifull 
148. Plowden 
149. Pomeroy 
150. Ponsford 
151. Poyntz 
152. Prescott 
153. Pugsley 
154. Pulsford 
155. Quantick 
156. Quick 
157. Radford 
158. Rawle 
159. Redd 
160. Reed 
161. Richardson 
162. Ridler 
163. Rushton 
164. Sage 
165. Sams 
166. Senior 
167. Sherriff 
168. Sheppard 
169. Siderfin 
170. Slade 
171. Snape 
172. Snell 

173. Smith 
174. Staddon 
175. Stanley 
176. Sparkes 
177. St Aubyn 
178. Staddon 
179. Stanley 
180. Stark 
181. Stenner 
182. Stettiner 
183. Stephens 
184. Strachan 
185. Summers 
186. Surridge 
187. Sweetland 
188. Tamlyn 
189. Tarr 
190. Thomas 
191. Thorne 
192. Thristle 
193. Todd 
194. Tomkins 
195. Tudball 
196. Vickery 
197. Vile 
198. Webber 
199. Webber-I 
200. Wescombe 
201. Wheeler 
202. Wilkins 
203. Williams 

 

 

 

 

  



ADDICOTT, SHARLIE ELLA  

1911 Census, The Holloway, Minehead.  William Henry Addicott, 55, Contractor, born Minehead; 
Charlotte, 50, married 24 years, Lodging Housekeeper, born Twitchen; Sharlie Ella Addicott, 23, single, 
Governess, born Minehead; plus 1 Servant.   

Sharlie Ella born 14/3/1888. 

1901 Census, The Holloway, Minehead.  William H Addicott, 45, Road Contractor, born Minehead; 
Charlotte, 40, born Twitchen, Devon; Sharlie Ella, 13, born Minehead.  Harry Oswald Addicott, 10, born 
Minehead; Vera Mary Buckingham Addicott, 6, born 8/6/1894, Minehead.   

Adverts in newspapers: 24/8/1907.  French, German and Italian for terms apply Miss S E Addicott, 
Minehead: 24/7/1914, Wanted at once trustworthy young girl as general; good home. Addicott, Pemswell 
Road, Minehead.  

1891 Census, 3 The Holloway, Minehead.  William H Addicott, 35, Insurance Agent, born Minehead; 
Charlotte, 33, born Twitchen; Sharlie E, 3, born Minehead; Harry O, 11 months, born Minehead.  

1911 Census, Yew Tree House, Lechlade, Gloucestershire.  Sarah Jane Pearce, 56, widow; Vera Minnie 
Buckingham Addicott, 16, single, boarder, student, artist.   

Kelly’s Directory have the following entries:  1914, Miss Addicott, “Erwyn”, Pemswell Road; 1919, Miss 
Addicott, “Erwyn”, Pemswell Road.   

Also newspaper advertisement shows that in 1917 there was a family called Knowles at Erwyn, Minehead.   

Transcription of VAD card for Ella Addicott: “Address Erwyn, Higher Town, Minehead.  Service from 
2/11/1914 to Spring 1917.  A GD Nurse, day and night duties and detachment work.  Part time 1400 hours.  
This member though working at a small school gave all her spare time to the Hospital and worked well 
but owing to a very serious illness and two operations had to give up working and is now an invalid more 
or less.  Did day and night work.  Took an interest in her work”.   

1939 Register  “Fernside” The Holloway, Minehead.  Sharlie Ella Addicott, Born 14/3/1888, single, master 
hairdresser.   

Sharlie Ella Addicott of 11 Parks Lane, Minehead, died 20/9/1967.  Probate to Christine Elizabeth 
Buckingham Addicott. 

W H Addicott (father) died 23/5/1927.  Charlotte Addicott, mother, died 4th Quarter 1918. (Maiden 
surname Buckingham) 

1939 Register, 18 Percival Road, Rugby.  Harry Oswald Addicott, born 15/5/1890, Electrical Engineer 
(Transformer Design), Gladys E Addicott, born 31/1/1895, Christine E Addicott, born 29/9/1928, school.   

1939 Register, 26 Lower Park Minehead  Henry P Crick, born 2/4/1889, Dentist; Vera M Crick, born 
8/6/1894. 

Vera M B Addicott married 4th Quarter 1918, Henry Pitts Crick.   

Vera Minnie Buckingham Crick of “Underoaks”, Lower Park, Minehead (wife of Henry Pitts Crick) died 
17/3/1952. 

  



ALLOWAY family 

From “Binding and Stevens”:  Page 61: “This period of boom in the history of Minehead brought to the 
town some new families who were to play an important part in its further development.  The Alloways, 
an influential Quaker family arrived at this time and so did the Haymans (mid 17th Century). “ 

Page 62: “William Alloway Junior, a prosperous Quaker Merchant. The ledger and journal for 1683 to 1686 
shows trade mainly in wool, tallow, foodstuffs and wine and was mainly with coastal ports in the Bristol 
Channel and with Southern Ireland but occasionally longer voyages to Dunkirk, Bordeaux.  Christopher 
Devonshire was also a Quaker Merchant”.   

Page 64:  “Joseph Alloway, son of William Alloway a devout Quaker.  Joseph married Mary Brooke 1687 
by a Priest and forced to leave The Society of Friends. “ 

Joseph and Benjamin Alloway sons of the justly respected and prosperous William Alloway the leader of 
The Society of Friends in Minehead. 

The first meeting house was built after the Toleration Act 1689.  It was built on the corner of Butts Lane 
and Bampton Street.   

William Alloway Senior had by 1663 married Susannah Lynd and became a prosperous merchant.  He 
leased two houses and the Cellar at the Quay and some land for which he paid £207.   

Among the families who attended meetings at his house in Butts Lane were the Devonshires, Clothiers, 
Bonds and Davises. 

Joseph Alloway, who in Queen Anne’s reign, finished the work of extending the harbour was married by 
a priest in 1687 to Mary Brooke.  He was expelled from The Society as were his brothers John and 
Benjamin.  They were sons of William Alloway Senior. 

The ground near the present Smithy in Market House Lane was in 1736 the site of the Quaker Meeting 
House and Burial Ground.  Later the Meeting House moved back to Butts Lane and the Burial Ground 
acquired at Alcombe where Quakers were buried from 1741 to 1771, 35 people in all.  This land passed to 
Methodists in 1846 by which time none of the Quaker Trustees were living in Minehead.  (Single burial in 
1812). 

Hancock “History of Minehead”:  Page 218 “Survey of Minehead circa 1740”.  Market Place:  In the Lord’s 
hands the Quakers Meeting House being new built by them and also the Quakers Burying Place, walled 
and enclosed all round with good trees growing therein, being taken out of the Trust of George Chapman, 
the representative of Robert Quirke for remainder of time for grant of 80 years from 25/12/1636. “  

Page 55: “From the year 1701 for three consecutive years there are special entries of “burials of Quakers”.  
From these entries we gather that Quaker families in Minehead in the early part of the eighteenth century 
were those of Alloway, Davies, Maddock, Holwill and Turner.” 

Page 31: “Older Minehead folk can remember a plain but rather venerable looking building which used to 
stand at the corner of the street then called “The Butts” and used as a barn, which was originally a Quaker 
Meeting House.” 

1683 “William Bond, Henry Mattock, Christopher Devonshire and Susannah, wife of William Alloway, all 
of Minehead were committed to prison at Ilchester for being absent from church and so called were had 
before William Lacey, Justice, who tendered them the Oath of Allegiance, and for refusing to take it, sent 
them to prison by warrant on 27th September and having been had to Bath Sessions in the 8th month 



following they were committed to the next Sessions at Brewton for refusing to swear.  Brewton Sessions 
1683 sent them to prison.  They appear to have transferred from Ilchester to Taunton in which prison they 
lingered till March 1685 when released. “ 

Devonshire and Alloway were old names of respectable standing in Minehead.  1680 Christopher 
Devonshire didn’t pay his Church Rate.  1681 William Alloway did not pay. 

George Fox Leader of the Quakers visited Minehead June 1668.  First Friends Meeting House stood at the 
corner of Butts Lane, now Selbourne Place and Bampton Street.  This building subsequently used as a barn 
and disappeared about 1850.   

William Alloway, Minehead, married Mary Collenes, Minehead .  28/3/1654.  Mary Collenes wife of 
William Alloway buried 1661, Minehead.   

William Alloway Junior, born 27/11/1654, father William Alloway, mother, Mary Collenes.   

John Alloway born circa 1556.   

William Alloway Senior married Susannah Lyna (Lynd) 15/3/1662.  Joseph Alloway, born 20/5/1664.  
Father, William, mother, Susannah.  He died 1737.   

Samuel Alloway born 27/6/1678.  Died 1744.   

Benjamin Alloway born 23/8/1670.  Died 1741.  

Sarah Alloway born 19/3/1666.  Died 1765. 

Susannah Alloway born 9/4/1675.   

Benjamin Alloway married Hanna Godwin 12/9/1698 Luccombe.   

Joseph Alloway married Mary Brooke 17/9/1687, Minehead.   

Buried 26/6/1737, Minehead.   

William Alloway Junior married Hannah Anderton, 8/9/1686.   

William Alloway Senior died 26/5/1686. 

Somerset Archaeology and Natural History:  The proceedings of the Somerset Archaeological and Natural 
History Society volume 135,1991: “From Quaker traders to Anglican Gentry:  The Rise of a Somerset 
Dynasty”.  By J H Bettey. 

This is the account of the remarkable rise of a family, within a few generations, from comparatively 
humble and commercial origins to a position of wealth and power as one of the leading gentry families of 
Somerset.  Those involved are the Alloways of Minehead and Bridgwater, The Prankards of Somerton and 
Bristol and the Dickinsons of Bristol and Kingweston.  The early members of these families were all 
Quakers and the Quaker influence played an important part in their business life and in their rise to 
fortune and gentry status.  The story begins with the Alloway family who were Quaker Merchants trading 
from Minehead during the second part of the seventeenth century.  William Alloway who died 1686 had 
built up a prosperous trade buying fish especially herring from various ports in Devon and Cornwall and 
shipping them to France, Spain, Ireland and The Canary Islands.  His ships also carried cider and cheese 
and they returned with wool, linen, serge, hides, tallow, tobacco and hops from Ireland and with brandy, 
wine and dye stuffs from France and Spain.  He aso had a large trade in salt which was brought down The 
Severn from Droitwich in “Trows” or barges and used to salt fish before export.  Many of his cargoes 



especially brandy and wine were shipped directly to Bristol and the Annual Settlement of some of his 
accounts was made at Bristol Fair held in July each year.  Like other merchants at the time Alloway 
lessened the risk of his voyages by spreading his cargoes among various ships in which he had an interest 
and numerous small ships appear in his accounts including “The Reformation”, “Seaflower”, “The John”, 
and “The Endeavour”.  Information about all the voyages and his widespread business dealings emerges 
from his Account Book covering the years 1683 until his death in 1686.   

William Alloway’s son, also William, was closely involved in the business for several years before his 
father’s death, and thereafter continued to trade in the same manner and although he moved from 
Minehead to the larger and more convenient harbour of Bridgwater his ships brought cargoes to both 
ports.  His Account Book gives details of voyages with fish to Dublin, Cork, Youghall, Bordeaux, Morlais 
and St Malo, to Spanish ports and occasionally across The Atlantic to Barbados.  Return cargoes included 
brandy and wine, skins, tallow, dye stuffs, wool, linen, pitch, tar and tobacco, and he also continued the 
large trade in salt.  His ships included the “Willing Mind”, the “Diligence”, the “Triumphant St Michael” 
and the “Satisfaction”.  The latter was captured by a French Privateer in in 1695 and forty pounds had to 
be paid as a ransome.   

The Quaker connection remains strong through both generations of the Alloways and in 1686 William 
Alloway, the younger, married Hannah the daughter of a Quaker Goldsmith of Bridgwater, John Anderton 
(also seen as Anderdon).  John Anderton is the author of a work of Quaker theology “One Groan More, 
From Under the Alter”.  John Anderton died in Ilchester Jail in 1684.  The marriage took place at Stoke St 
Gregory 8/9/1686 (William Alloway was now referred to as William Alloway of Bridgwater).  Three 
daughters resulted from this marriage, all of whom moved to Bristol where two of them married Bristol 
Quaker Merchants.  Hannah Alloway married John Galton who traded in iron and metal goods from Old 
Market in Bristol and in 1708 Sarah married GraffinPrankard.   

The Prankards were a Quaker family from central Somerset and Graffin’s father was Robert Prankard a 
Maltster from Somerton.  The malting business obviously prospered and by the time of his death in 1708 
Robert Prankard had bought land and tenements at Somerton and a small estate at Lympsham which he 
left to his son Graffin.   

Graffin and Sarah moved to Bristol where they quickly established links with the Quaker community.  They 
lived in a house on St Augustine’s Back.  Caleb Dickinson later married their only child Sarah.   

The Alloways had strong business connections with the Quaker Merchant community in Bristol and it was 
no doubt due to his wife’s family that GraffinPrankard was able to move to Bristol in 1708 and set himself 
up as a Merchant dealing in iron, timber, logwood, pitch, tar, rice and other commodities and gradually 
building up a very extensive trade, regularly sending goods to Cork, Dublin, Hamburg, Rotterdam, 
Stockholm, Danzig, Gothenburg, St Petersburg and across The Atlantic to The Carolinas and The West 
Indies. “  

A note on Richard Brocklesby (1722 to 1797).  Father,  Richard Brocklesby of Cork and Mother, Mary 
Alloway of Minehead.  Records show the marriage in Cork but do not give the date – probably circa 1721.  

“He (Richard Brocklesby) and his wife being on a visit to her parents on the first year of their marriage, 
Richard was born there, (Minehead) on 11/8/1722 and remained in that town till he was three years old.   

“Born at the residence of his maternal Grandfather”. 

She could not have been the daughter of William Alloway Senior as William died 1686 and his wife 
Susannah was buried 1717 in Minehead. 



Most probably she was the daughter of Samuel Alloway (1678 to 1744), son of William Senior and his wife 
Mary Ninnith and born 29/10/1702 in Minehead. 

Benjamin married Hanna Godwin 12/9/1698, Luccombe.  Joseph Alloway married Mary Brooke 
17/9/1687, Minehead.  Buried 26/6/1737, Minehead. 

Information from William Alloway Senior’s will 1686.  Refers to “Susanna his wife”; “My sons William and 
John” and “any of my five children which I have by my wife that now is”. 

Joseph, Samuel, Benjamin, Sarah, Susannah.  There is also reference to a daughter Mary – 1st or 2nd wife? 

Somerset Record Office:  Dickinson family papers.  The earliest papers in this collection are those of 
William Alloway Merchant of Minehead and Bridgwater (ie Junior).  His daughter Sarah Alloway married 
GraffinPrankard who was a Bristol Merchant whose daughter Sarah married his apprentice and partner 
Caleb Dickinson. 

DD/DN 461-3 William Alloway.  The surviving account books belonging to William Alloway comprise a 
ledger and journal 1683 – 9 and another journal for 1695 to 1704.  The first two books cover Alloway’s 
trade from Minehead partly on his own account but also in company with his father William (Senior), his 
two brothers John and Joseph and other local merchants, the most frequent being Edward Haistwell and 
Nathaniel Wilmer.   

His trade was partly coastal to Bristol, London and local ports,  and partly overseas to Ireland, France, The 
Canaries and Barbados.  The commodities in which he deals principally are wool, herring, and tallow, but 
he also buys small quantities of other  goods probably for sale locally or when some commodity is in 
particular demand in one of the markets to which he trades regularly.   

Ireland is the source that most of the wool and tallow which he sells and herrings appear to be sold locally.  
He ships wool and tallow to London from whence he brings a wide range of goods such as pitch, rozin, tar 
and some colonial wares.  His exports of fish go to a variety of French ports such as Nantes, La Rochell, St 
Martin, Morlaix and Bordeaux.  He also ships goods to Dunkirk via London.  Small quantities of cloth and 
calf skin are also despatched to Bordeaux.  The only return cargo he appeared to bring is salt.  Surprisingly 
his purchases of wine are limited to The Canaries and Bristol.  The voyages to Barbados are made via The 
Canaries where the ship picks up wine to take onwards.   

During the period of the documents Alloway’s father dies and some accounts are concerned with the 
winding up of his estate.  By 1695 Alloway’s trade has changed quite considerably.  In the early period he 
was acting as an agent for John Newneham whose place of residence ay be Ireland.  By the later period 
this has become his main activity and he has ceased to export goods overseas.  He sells wool and tallow 
for Newneham in England and is responsible for collecting payments for the goods which he then transfers 
to Joseph Gie in London who must be Newneham’s agent there.  There is a certain amount of local trade 
on his own behalf but this has become less significant than previously.  

  



AMES  HENRY  EDWARD  GEORGE 

Died 4/4/1945 aged 28.  Sergeant 1645284,   No 5 Army Film & Photographic Unit, Royal Army Ordinance 
Corps.  Son of Henry George Ames and Elizabeth Emily Ames; husband of Kathleen Margaret Ames of 
Alcombe, Minehead.  Buried Jonkerbos War Cemetery, Gelderland, Netherlands.  Killed at Delden, 
Holland; reburied 17/3/1947 Jonkerbosch (Nijmegen).  

The 1939 Register shows him aged 23 years  living at 18 Quirke Street, Photographer, born 19/10/191.  
Also his wife, Kathleen M Ames (later Mahoney), born 4/10/1917. 

Henry Ames married Kathleen M Greatrix, in 1937 at Louth, Lincs. 

Henry Ames was  born at Elham, Kent (mother’s maiden name Moore). 

The private papers of H E G Ames are in the Imperial War Museum:- 

14 Manuscript Letters (52 pp) with its transcription (20 pp) and 1 postcard written by him to his wife 
during his service as a Cameraman with the Army Film & Photographic Unit in Holland and Germany 
between December 1944 and his death in Apri 1945, mainly describing conditions in his unit and family 
matters (donated by his son Robert).  His photographs of the British Army in North West Europe 1944-45 
can be viewed on the Imperial War Museum Website. 

He  joined the Royal Artillery in 1940 and on 17/7/1941 was posted to a Search Light Unit, before being 
posted to the RAOC.   

He is listed on the Alcombe Memorial as Harry Ames. 

  



ANDREW, MARGARET  

1911 Census, “Northwood” Minehead.  Thomas Hawkes Andrew, 52, Architect and Surveyor, born Exeter; 
Elizabeth Andrew, 54, married 15 years, born Cheetham Hill, Lancashire; Margaret Clapham Andrew, 14, 
born Williton, school; Thomas Clapham Andrew, 12, born Williton;  Mary Juxon Andrew, sister, 39, visitor, 
born Exeter; plus 3 servants.   

1901 Census, Long Street, Williton.  Thomas H Andrew, 42, Surveyor, Land Agent, Auctioneer, born Exetr; 
Elizabeth, 44, born Manchester; Margaret C Andrew, 4, born Williton; Thomas C Andrew, 2, born Williton; 
plus 2 servants.  

Margaret’s birth registered 3rd Quarter 1896 Williton. 

Kelly’s Directory 1914 lists Thomas H Andrew, Architect, “Northwood”. 

Margaret Clapham Andrew born 4/6/1896 and in 1911 was attending the Maynard School, Exeter.  Parent 
listed as T H Andrew.   

Margaret C Andrew married William H Culis 1st Quarter 1926 Exeter. 

The Maynard School, Denmark Road, Exeter, is today an Independent and selective day school for girls 
aged 4 to 18.  It is one of the leading day girls schools in the country. 

The 1920 Electoral Roll shows Thomas Hawkes Andrew at “Barnburg”, Pennsylvania Road, Exeter.   

1939 Register, 27 East Southernhay, Barnfield Road, Exeter.  Thomas H Andrew born 10/1/1859, Architect, 
widowed.   

T H Andrew died 29/5/1947, buried Higher Cemetery, Exeter.   

Cullis – Andrew “On January 30 1926 at St Leonard’s Church Exeter by the Venerable The Arch Deacon of 
Exeter, William Hubert Cullis only son of Mr and Mrs W P Cullis of Gloucester to Margaret Clapham 
Andrew only daughter of Mr and Mrs T H Andrew of Exeter.   

Margaret Clapham Cullis of 1 Denmark Road, Gloucester (wife of Hubert Cullis) died 3rd April 1927 at 3 
Halsey House, Pittville, Cheltenham, administration to William Hubert Cullis, Warehouseman.   

VAD card transcription: “Address was “Northmoor” (sic) now “Barnesburgh” (sic) Pennsylvania Hill, 
Exeter.  Service from August 1916 to January 1918.  Orderly, housework, accessory bells, and telephone, 
washing up.  2084 hours.  This member worked half days regularly month on, month off.  She was not 
strong and had to give up for a time.  But she did her work very well and conscientiously and did everything 
she was asked willingly.  Left as her people left the place. “.  

  



ATKINSON,  GUY  CHESELDEN REUELL 

2nd Lieutenant died 30/10/1916, aged 26.  12th Battalion attached 2nd Battalion East Lancs Regiment.  Son 
of Thomas Reuell Atkinson MD and Emma Elizabeth of Minehead, Somerset.  Born at Turnastone, 
Herefordshire.  Commemorated Grove Town Cemetery, Meaulte. 

 

Eldest son of Thomas R Atkinson, of “Cardigan House”, Chadwell Heath, Essex, MD, Physician by his wife 
Emma Elizabeth, daughter of the late Rev. John Green, Rector of Little Leighs, Essex; brother to 2nd 
Lieutenant N M H Atkinson.  Born Turnastone, Hereford, 27/2/1890; educated Chigwell School; went to 
Canada 1908 and settled in British Columbia (Toro Hill, Massett, BC) and returned England October 1914.  
Served with the British Expeditionary Force in France and Flanders from October 1915; spent the following 
winter in trenches near La Bassee, promoted Corporal; returned to England March 1916 (had joined the 
18th University and Public Schools’ Battalion of Royal Fusiliers October 1914).  Commissioned 2nd 
Lieutenant East Lancs, 24/7/1916, and went back to France 20/9/1916 and died at No.34 Casualty Clearing 
Station, 30/10/1916 from wounds received at the Battle of Ancre 24/10/1916.  Buried at Meaulte.  Died 
of gas gangrene.   

 

Brother Noel Mitford Henson Atkinson attached to Royal Flying Corps July 1916 and killed in an accident 
at Rendcomb Aerodrome, Cirencester 27/12/1916.  Struck by the propeller of an Avro 504A. 

 

Father and mother listed in CWGC as of Minehead.  The Medical Directory of 1920 lists T R Atkinson of  
“Avalon” Minehead, (retired 1919).  Father made an application for medals due to his late son (20/6/1920) 
and his address was “Avalon”, Blenheim Road, Minehead.   

  



ATWOOD, FRANCIS NICHOLAS 

Private 306674 1/8th (Territorial Battalion) Royal Warwickshire Regiment. 

Killed in action 27/8/1916 and recorded on the Thiepval Memorial.  

Enlisted at Chippenham, Wiltshire into the 3/8thWarwickshires (No 4967 Territorial Force).  His address 
was Forest Gate, Pewsham, Chippenham and age given as 39 years 10 months.  Occupation Cowman with 
next of kin his step mother Isabella Atwood of 103 Cher, Minehead.  Father was deceased but five sisters 
were living.   He signed the attestation oath on 10 December 1915 and his official enlistment ran from 20 
March 1916 when he was 40 years 2 months.  

Frank is also listed among Derry Hill Casualties of World War 1.  Derry Hill is a village in Wiltshire, Parish 
of Colne.  He is listed on the Derry Hill Memorial.  Frank’s records show that he was wounded and posted 
missing on 27/8/1916 and for official purposes regarded as having died on service.  In all he served 213 
days at Home and 49 days with the British Expeditionary Force in France.   

The 1911 census shows that Frank was living with his father George (aged 84 and born at Oxenton, 
Gloucestershire) in Woodcombe, Minehead.  Isabella Atwood born Newton Abbot aged 76, wife of 
George.  Francis Nicholas Atwood born Dunster was 36.  In addition the household included Jane White 
Stepdaughter aged 39 and Elizabeth Ann White both born in Great Torrington. 

Frank was baptised 12/2/1874 Parish of Dunster, his mother was Hannah and his father George’s 
occupation that of Farm Bailiff.  Hannah Atwood of Alcombe died 2/2/1874 at Dunster and was buried 
there 9/2/1874 being described in the records as residing at Castle Farm.  Frank’s birth was registered in 
the first quarter of 1874 at Williton.   

His father had married Isabella White at Dunster Parish Church, August 4 1881.  Her father was John James 
Wood, Yeoman. 

According to Probate records, George Atwood of 103 Cher, died 7 January 1913, although the burial 
records show that he was buried on December 11 1912 at Dunster aged 86.   

On 27/8/1916 the 8th Battalion Royal Warwickshire Regiment were in the trenches North of Ovillers.  At 7 
p.m. they assaulted part of Constance Trench on either side of Pole Trench.  However, the Battalion ran 
into its own barrage and so swerved to the flanks.  On the right parties entered the objective but counter 
attacks from Pole Trench and down Constance Trench forced the Battalion to retire.  Losses were heavy 
with 3 Officers killed, 4 wounded and 1 missing. 7 Other Ranks were killed, 146 wounded and 72 missing.  
After forming up after the attack Ovillers the Warwickshires withdrew to Bouzencourt.   

  



AXON,  FRANK  WILLIAM 

T/2205875 Company Quarter Master Sergeant, died 19/2/1945 aged 43.  Royal Army Service Corps.  Son 
of William Henry and Louisa Axon; husband of Catherine Agnes Axon of Kentish Town, London.  Buried in 
Minehead Cemetery.   

1911 Census, 73 Bampton Street.  William Axon, 42, Milkman/Dairy Farmer born Deal, Kent;  Louisa, his 
wife, 34, born Cardiff, ten years married.  Frank, aged 9, born 10/9/1901, Woolwich, Kent, and Baptized 
at Plumstead, St Margarets Greenwich; siblings all born in Minehead, Kathleen, 7, Martin, 5, Gwendolin, 
2 and Nolan, 4 months. 

In 1939 Widowed Louisa was still living at 73 Bampton Street with her daughter Gwendolin Trott. 

Probate Records show that Frank William Axon of 36 Poundfield Road, Minehead, died 19/2/1945 on War 
Service; Catherine Agnes Axon being his widow.  His death was registered March 1945 at Bristol, 
Gloucestershire.  He had been reported as wounded 8/2/1945 in Western Europe, and had died of wounds 
19/2/1945.  

 The 1939 Register shows Catherine Axon (later Parker) at 36 Poundfield Road, born 29/9/1905.  Also 
Peter J Axon, born 29/5/1928. 

Frank married Catherine A Bartram in 2nd Quarter 1927 registered at Williton. 

 

 

  



BAGLEY, CHARLES SAINSBURY 

Private Bagley 242436 King’s Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) 1st/5th Battalion.  Died of wounds  
29/10/1917 and buried in Minehead Cemetery.  To be noted here that Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission gives date of death as 28/9/1917 but the Gravestone and Army Records agree on 
29/10/1917.  Charles was born in Minehead and Baptised 3/11/1889 the son of Benjamin Wade Bagley 
and Jane his wife.   

In 1892 the family was living in Park Street, Minehead:- Benjamin Wade Bagley, 44, born Elmstead, Essex. 
Jane Bagley, 37, born Shoreham, Essex. William G Bagley, 12, born Sussex. Mizpah J Bagley, 10, born At 
Sea. Daisy E Bagley, 8, born Sussex. Charles aged 1 born Minehead.  

In 1901 they still lived in Park Street and Benjamin’s occupation was given as Hairdresser and Tobacconist.  
Although data from an earlier census shows that Charles’s father was a Master Mariner; based at New 
Shoreham, Essex in 1871 and Penzance in 1881.  He married his wife Jane in July 1874 at Clifton, St Paul, 
Gloucestershire.   

Charles was called up for service on 14/8/1916 having been medically examined 14/6/1916 when he was 
27 years old.  He was living at 1 Regent Street, Lancaster and his occupation was Hairdresser.  He married 
his wife Celia (nee Rogers) 3/7/1915.  Later her address as next of kin was to be 18 Penny Street, Lancaster.  

His record of service with the King’s Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) was:   

Home 14/8/1916 to 21/12/1916 

British Expeditionary Force France 22/12/1916 to 2/8/1917 

Home 3/8/1917 to 29/10/1917. 

He was wounded in action 27/28 July 1917 and transferred to England by the Hospital Ship St Patrick and 
died at the Royal Surrey County Hospital 29/10/1917.  At the time of Commonwealth War Grave 
Commission compiling its records, his parents were living in Selbourne Place, Minehead and his wife at 81 
Castlemain Avenue, Bournemouth.   

On July 20th 1917 the 1/5 King’s Own left Setques at 7.30 a.m. marching by way of Wisques and 
Longuenesse to St Omer by 10 a.m.   Left St Omer 11.10 a.m reaching Poperinghe soon after 1.30 p.m.  
After detraining A and B Companies moved to Derby Camp and C and D Companies to a strong point near 
Vlamertinghe.   

On 24th July they were in the front line from the junction of Lone Street to the Dead End.  A Company 
were in Monmouth Trench, B and C in Congreve Walk, D Company to remain in Derby Camp;  Battalion 
HQ in a deep dug out near Wieltje  On 27th July during the day B Company lost 3 killed and 6 wounded.   

Charles’s wound was a shell wound to the leg and was received prior to the Battalions’ attack at Pilckem 
Ridge, 3rd Ypres.   



BAILEY,   CLIFFORD  JOHN 

Guardsman 2665367, died 25/9/1943, aged 30, 34rd Battalion Coldstream Guards.  Son of Alfred John and 
Elizabeth Annie Bailey of Alcombe, Minehead.  He is commemorated at the Salerno War Cemetery and is 
also on the Alcombe Memorial. 

The 1939 Register shows them living at 10 Meadow Road.  Alfred John Bailey born 10/11/1886 was a 
Mason/Bricklayer; Elizabeth Bailey born 10/11/1888; Clifford J Bailey born 6/2/1913 was a Plumber and 
Hot Water Fitter.  

Alfred J Bailey married Elizabeth A Criddle 2nd Quarter 1912. 

On 25/9/1943 The Coldstream Guards were involved in a daylight assault on Point 270 near the Capella 
Ridge (where CSM Wright won his VC).  It is four miles north of Salerno in the Pellezzano Area and is also 
referred to as the Battle of Capezzano (Point 270).  There were 120 casualties in the Battle for Point 270 
alone.   There are steep hills immediately above Salerno.  On 24/9/1943 the 600 ft Capella Ridge was 
seized.  Beyond this lay a steep thickly wooded hill, marked on the map as Point 270.  At noon on 
25/9/1943 the Coldstream Guards attacked.  In the valley between Capella Ridge and Point 270 lay a tiny 
village set amongst terraced vineyards.  To the left the slopes of the main ridge were thickly wooded and 
a sunken track led down the forward slope of Capella and round through these woods almost to the foot 
of Point 270 itself.  As leading Companies left the shelter of the woods to cross 200 yards of open ground 
between them and the hill, several Spandau machine guns opened fire.  The Guardsmen broke into a run 
and began the climb to the Germans above.  The Spandaus were firing at point blank range.  90 men were 
wounded and there were 120   casualties in the Battle for Point 270. 

  



BAIN, ETHEL  AGNES  (MUIL) 

Ethel Agnes Muil of Brook House, Minehead, Widow, died 2/12/1956 at Minehead and West Somerset 
Hospital.  Administration to William Bain, Physician. 

1939 Register: Queen’s Gate Hotel, 96 - 98 Queens Gate, SW7.  Edith A Muil born 29/4/1877, widowed, 
private means.   

1911 Census: “Netherleigh”, Blenheim Road, Minehead.  William Bain, 32, Head, Single, Physicial and 
Surgeon, born Birmingham.  Elizabeth Annie Bain, mother, 60, born Wellingborough.  Ethel Agnes Muil, 
sister, 34, widow, (4 years), no children, born Birmingham.   

Ethel Agnes Bain, birth registered 2nd Quarter 1876 Aston, (Birmingham).  

1881 Census: 18, Mount Pleasant, Bilston.  William Johnson Bain, 55, independent Minister born Dundee.  
Elizabeth A Bain, (nee Freeman) 30, born Wellingborough.  Charles Bain, 7, Ethel Bain, 5, born Birmingham 
and William Bain, 2, born Birmingham.   

1871 Census: 1 Castle St, Wellingborough.  William J Bain, 46, Congregationalist Minister.  Elizabeth A 
Bain, 20, Born Wellingborough.  

Ethel Agnes Bain, married William Ernest Muil, Islington, 3rd Quarter 1903.  

William Ernest Muil of Craigmillar, Scalby, Yorkshire, died 18/4/1908 at Church Hill House, Ventnor, Isle 
of Wight.  Probate to Ethel Agnes Muil, widow.   

William Ernest Muil Caius College, Cambridge.  Admitted October 1894 son of Dr William Muil of Kirby 
Moorside.  Born there 28/8/1876.  Schools: Harrogate and Scarborough.  Matriculated 1894, BA 1897; at 
Middlesex Hospital 1898; LRCP, MRCS, 1903; of Scalby, near Scarborough 1906.  

William Ernest Muil, The Haven, Frensham, Farnham; BA Cambridge 1897; MRCS and LRCP London 1903 
(from Medical Directory 1905). 

Medical Directory 1942: William Bain, Brook House, Minehead (Bain, Boyall, Walker, Tatlow and Chappel).  
MB, BS London 1904; MRCS, LRCP London 1903 (Middlesex).  Medical Officer of Health for Minehead; 
HonaryObst. And Gynaecological Surgeon, Minehead and West Somerset Hospital; Medical Officer 
Isolation Hospital; County Surgeon St Johns Ambulance (West Somerset); late Captain RAMC, Territorials 
West Somerset Yeomanry.  Author of “Fibroid Obstructing 3rd Stage of Labour” The Lancet, 1905.   

William Bain of Brook House, Minehead (born 23/5/1878) died 23/11/1966. Probate to Olive Bain, Widow. 

1901 Census: “Bengeworth” Park Road, Wellingborough.  Thomas Laycock, 54, Head.  William Bain, 22, 
nephew, medical student, born Birmingham.   

William Bain, 37, Medical Practioner of Minehead married Olive Tulloch, 29, on 4/6/1914 St Marylebone, 
London.   

VAD card transcription: “Address “Broadleas” King Edward Road, Minehead and The Three Arts Club, 
Marylebone Road.  Service 3/6/15 to 11/10/15; Orderly.  

  



BAKER,  EDWARD SIDNEY 

Lance Corporal 5442579, died 5/6/1942, aged 27,  Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry.  Son  of Edward and 
Emily Baker; husband of Hilda Florence Baker of Woodcombe,  

1939 Register “Foxrocks” Woodcombe. 

Edward S Baker born 21/11/1914 Grocer’s Assistant.  Hilda F Baker (Martin), born 18/7/1910.Somerset.  
Commemorated on the Alamein Memorial.  

He was Baptized 27/12/1914 at West Buckland.   

Edward S Baker married Hilda F Turner 4th Quarter 1916, registered Essex South Western.   

Killed at the Battle of Gazala, “The Cauldron”, at Bir-El-Harmat.  At the last moment the 1st Battalion DCLI 
which had arrived in Tobruk from Iraq on 3 June was rushed out to act as left flank guard.  The Battalion 
also had to block lanes, through friendly minefields, which came out near Bir-El-Harmat.  It was lightly 
armed and lacked artillery support.  The Battalion was to be overwhelmed by 15th Panzers and it ceased 
to exist.  The Battle of Gazala has been described as Rommel’s greatest victory in the Western Desert, 
culminating as it did in the fall of Tobruk.   

BAKER ERIC 

Private 142111 14th Battalion Machine Gun Corps (Infantry). Formerly 20392 Somerset Light Infantry.  
Died 27/6/1918 whilst a Prisoner of War aged 22.  Son of John and Emma Baker of 23 Bampton Street, 
Minehead. Commemorated Berlin SW Cemetery Brandenberg.  

His Prisoner of War Record states: 20392, 6th Somerset Light Infantry taken prisoner 21/3/1918 at Moy 
France.  Eric Baker born and lived in Minehead (5/6/1896).  Died 27/6/1918 in Stendal Prisoner of War 
Camp.  When he arrived in the Camp he had been wounded in the chest.   

On 21/3/1918 the German Army launched an offensive over some 4,800 yards from Gouzeaucourt to the 
Oise River at Moy.  By 10 a.m. the 6th Somersets as a Battalion had ceased to exist.  There were only 
around 4 survivors out of 20 Officers and 540 Other Ranks of the 6th Somerset Light Infantry in the front 
line at the time of the attack.  On the 18/3/1918 the 6th SLI were holding trenches in the neighbourhood 
of La Folie.   

Stendal was a cathedral town on the Uchte and the Camp had a capacity of 15,000.  It was at the centre 
of a number of camps 80 to 90 miles West of Berlin.   

A report in The Times Newspaper 31/8/1918 states: “One prisoner from Stendal said that about 3,000 
British Prisoners were brought into Stendal at the end of May/beginning of June the majority of which 
were suffering from dysentery and septic poisoning.  They had been forced to work behind the German 
lines on shell dumps and railways.  About 200 died soon after arrival.  Several hundred had died in starving 
conditions behind the lines.  Every day they marched 6.5 miles to their work and practically had no food.  
This lasted from the time of their capture at the battle of St Quentin in March to their arrival in Stendal”.   

Another account in the same newspaper on 30/10/1918 by a Sergeant in the Royal Army Medical Corps 
stated: 

“The prisoners who had been working behind the German lines are concentrated prior to transfer to 
camps in Germany.  The prisoners arrived from behind the lines generally in rags, half starved and 
verminous.  They were covered with sores and exhausted.  On 18/6/1918 this witness with 900 prisoners 



started their journey to Stendal shut in Goods Wagons with no light, ventilation, or sanitation. One man 
died on the journey and many had to be lifted from the train at Stendal.  The food on the four day journey 
was 200g bread before starting, 200g at Minden and soup every fifteen hours.  The party arrived at Stendal 
21/22 June and put straight into barracks with no food or blankets for four to five nights.  Next morning 
200 of the 900 were passed sick by the German Medical Officer.  By the end of July out of  900, 134 had 
died, 60 of pneumonia and the rest from dysentery and exhaustion.”  

Eric Baker was baptised 5/7/1896 Minehead (born 5 June). In 1901 the family was living in Quay Street.  
Eric’s father John Baker was 34, born in Minehead and a Gas Stoker.  Emma, his wife, was 30 born 
Alcombe.  There were 4 sons; Albert, 9, George, 6, Eric, 4 and Edward 0 years all born in Minehead.   

By the 1911 Census the family were living at 23 Bampton Street.  John, the father was now a labourer in 
a stone quarry.  Eric, aged 14 is described as a “newsboy”, and there were 3 more children: Tom 7, Matilda 
6 and Emma Jane 0.   

BAKER,HARRY 

Lost at Sea 6/8/1918 when the “Chrysolite” sank after a collision with SS Gerent in Bideford Bay.  For 
details see notes on J W Redd and also refer to Clement Hunt.  In 1911 Harry was living at 14 Holloway 
Street, Minehead, aged 11.  His father was Henry Baker. 35, a Tanner’s Labourer born Minehead. His 
mother Henrietta, aged 43, born Alcombe.  He was baptised in Minehead 25/8/1899.  In 1901 the family 
lived in Church Street, Minehead.  

  



BALDWIN,  REGINALD  RICHARD 

D/KX 80314 Petty Officer Stoker died 22/5/1941 HMS Gloucester, aged 35, Royal Navy.  Commemorated 
on the Plymouth Naval Memorial. 

Son of Albert and Kate Baldwin; husband of  Frances Baldwin of Bridgwater. 

Born 20/3/1906 at Plymouth.   

1939 Register shows Kate Baldwin born 5/6/1878 living at 37 Poundfield Road. 

The Western Morning News 2/6/1941, “West Country Members of HMS Gloucester’s Crew”   

Three Minehead men are missing in HMS Gloucester, the cruiser which the Admiralty announced last 
week had been sunk in the Battle of Crete.  They are Ordinary Seaman Walter Bruce Murray aged 17 who 
in April was a member of the crew of The Bonaventure; PO Henry John Pulsford who joined The Gloucester 
only a few days before the announcement; and Stoker Chief Petty Officer Reginald Baldwin  a married 
man with two children who was in the Battle of Cape Matapan.   

The 1939 Register for 23 Poundfield Road, Frances Amy Baldwin born September 1905; Raymond J 
Baldwin born 9/7/1930. 

Reginald Baldwin married Frances Amy Moggridge 1st Quarter 1926 registered Williton.  

Frances Amy Moggridge born 11/9/1905 at Minehead (Baptised 3/11/1905). 

1911 Census, 17 Dugdale Street, John Moggridge, 43, born Minehead, Mason; Clara Moggridge, 41, born 
Taunton; Amy Moggridge, 5, born Minehead.  The other siblings are Winifred May, 18, Albert John, 16, 
Lillian, 12.   

Reginald Richard Baldwin born 20/3/1906, Baptised 5/4/1906 Parish of St Peter, Plymouth.  Father was 
Albert Morrish Baldwin a Petty Officer in the Royal Navy; Mother, Kate, of 64 St Leonard’s Road, Prince 
Rock, Plymouth.  

1911 Census, 62 Union Place, East Stonehouse, Devon. 

Kate Baldwin, 32, born Stonehouse 

Violet M Baldwin, 12, born Plymouth 

Albert W J Baldwin, 8, born Plymouth 

Marguerite Baldwin, 7, born Plymouth 

Reginald R Baldwin, 5, born Plymouth 

Ivy A L Baldwin, 3, born Plymouth 

Rose W Baldwin, 0, born Stonehouse. 

Albert Morrish Baldwin married Kate Goodyear, East Stonehouse,  1/1/1898, Parish of St George, East 
Stonehouse, Plymouth.   

Albert M Baldwin born 18/2/1877, Father William a Seaman in the Royal Navy, Mother Caroline, Parish of 
St Peter, Plymouth.  

BALE, FREDERICK CHARLES 



Sapper 134443 106th Field Company Royal Engineers.  Died 17/2/1917. 

Husband of Ruby Bale of 16 Middle Street, Minehead.   

Frederick was born in Dulverton second quarter of 1893.  His father, also Frederick, was born Dulverton 
(c 1866) and a Stone Mason, and his mother Elizabeth, born Taunton c1865.  The 1911 Census shows them 
still living in Dulverton back of the Lamb Inn/Hotel.  Frederick Charles was 17 and an apprentice harness 
maker. 

He married Ruby Reed first quarter 1916.  Ruby Reed, born Minehead c1894, was the daughter of William 
Thomas Reed and Elizabeth Reed who lived in Middle Street, Minehead.  She was baptised 19/3/1894.  In 
1911 Ruby was 17 and a housemaid to Elizabeth Withycombe  of “Chipley” The Parks, Minehead.  She 
died 20/2/1950 and still lived at 16 Middle Street 

During the first quarter of 1917 the 106th Field Company Engineers were in the Ploegsteert Sector, Ypres.  
On 17/2/1917 men from 1stWiltshires and 10th Cheshire Regiments were detailed for a trench raid.  The 
objective was the enemy’s defences North and South of Factory Farm including the Factory itself.  Part of 
the plan was to destroy dug outs to which end a detachment of 14 Engineers from 106th Company were 
detailed to place explosives.  The strength of the raiding party was around 200 and Zero hour was 10.40 
a.m.   

The War Diary of 106th Company Royal Engineers for 17/2/1917 records it as being a rest and bath day.  
Raid at 10.30 a.m. , 14 Sappers accompanied 1st Wilts and 10thCheshires.  Several dug outs blown up.  
Casualties were 1 killed, 5 missing, 1 wounded.  A high casualty rate of 50 per cent.  Frederick is 
commemorated on the Ploegsteert Memorial.   

  



BARRETT, JOHN SLADE 

Sapper 508628 505th Field Company Royal Engineers died 1/8/1917.  Commemorated on the Ploegsteert 
Memorial.   

Born Westminster, Middlesex and enlisted at Nunhead, Surrey.  In the UK Army Register of Soldiers’ 
Effects, Mrs Ann Slade, aunt, is named as next of kin. 

The 1891 Census  Cross Lane, Selworthy shows: Maria Slade, 73, Head.  W J Slade, son, 45.  T  J Slade, son, 
37.  A Slade, daughter 46.  John Slade Barratt, grandson, aged 6, born London.   

The 1901 Census details are as follows:-  Allerford, Cross Lane, Selworthy.  Thomas John Slade, 46, born  
Porlock, Head.  Maria Slade, 82, mother born Porlock.  Ann Slade, 56, sister, born Porlock.  William J Slade, 
55, brother, born Porlock.  John Slade Barrett, nephew, 16, born Westminster and a Carpenter’s 
Apprentice. 

The 1911 Census gives the family address as Brandish Street, Allerford.  Thomas John Slade 56.  William 
John Slade, 65.  Ann Slade, 66.  John Slade Barrett, 26 nephew, Carpenter/Builder, born St George’s 
Westminster. 

John Barrett’s Mother was Maria Jane Slade baptised 1/5/1851.  Father William and Mother Maria of 
Bossington in Porlock.  She had been a housemaid at “The Bourne”, Holyport, Bray 1871, and at 22 St 
James’s Place,  London, Westminster in 1881.  She married Henry Barrett 10/4/1882 at Holy Trinity, 
Kilburn, Middlesex.  He was 32 and lived at 32 Victoria Road, with his occupation given as musician.  Maria 
was 30.  John Slade Barrett’s birth was registered third quarter 1884, St George, Hanover Square, London.  
Maria J Barrett died fourth quarter 1885 registered at Windsor, Berkshire.   

Unusually,  John Slade Barrett’s name appears in the 505th Field Company’s War Diary: 1/8/1917 Two 
Royal Engineers Lance Corporal G F Thompson and 508628 Sapper J S Barrett of this unit, took part in a 
raid on the enemy’s trenches at 1 a.m.  Sapper Barrett was killed on the enemy’s wire.  This raid has the 
designation “Foxtrot” and the two engineers were attached to 2nd/4th South Lancashire Regiment.  For 
training purposes they had been allocated to D Company of South Lancs Regiment.  It would be their job 
to carry charges to blow in the dug out door, remove the machine gun if possible, or destroy it.  Any spare 
charges to be used to damage the enemy’s dug out. 

This raid took place in the BoisGrenier Sector - BoisGrenier being a small village about 4 kilometres due 
South of Armentieres.  

The 2nd/4th Lancashire’s War Diary tells us that on 1/8/1917 D Company under Captain Fox successfully 
raided enemy trenches in the Rue de Bois Sector.  Many Germans killed and much booty.  Our casualties 
4 missing (all killed), 16 wounded, none of them seriously.  All 3 Officers returned.  

  



BARSBY,  ERIC  ARTHUR 

Flight Lieutenant (Pilot) 84318 Died 31/10/1941, aged 26, 51 Squadron RAFVR.  Son of Thomas and Emily 
Barsby of Minehead.  Commemorated Texel (Den Burg) Cemetery, Noord Holland, Netherlands.   

Friday 31/10/1941 to Saturday 1/11/1941 51 Squadron. 

Whitley V Z9141 MH 

Flight Lieutenant Eric Arthur Barsby. 

Operation: Hamburg, Armstrong Whitworth Whitley V. 

Serial Number: Z9141 

Code: MH-J. 

Base: RAF Dishforth, North Riding, Yorkshire. 

Crew: Pilot, Barsby, 26, killed; 2nd Pilot, Pilot Officer Stanley David Steel NZ404424, RNZAF, 21, killed; 
Observer, Sergeant Jack Harris Knight 918519, RAFVR, killed, 22; Wireless Operator Air Gunner, Flight 
Sergeant Eric Warburton R/56900 RCAF, 24, killed; Air Gunner, Sergeant Vincent Sature R/52027 RCAF, 
killed. 

Shot down by Paul Gildner, Luftwaffe Ace. 

A 123 aircraft to bomb Blohm and Voss Shipyards (builders of the Bismarck and Uboats). 

Whitley Z9141 took off from RAF Dishforth 17.39 hours and at 21.36 transmitted “Operation complete” 
and turned for home.  They were shot down by Oberfeldwebel Paul Gildner of 4/NJG.  The aircraft crashed 
on a sandbank in the Wadden area near Polder De Eendracht on the island of Texel.  

 Flight Lieutenant Barsby born 1915 registered at Williton, son of Thomas Barsby a Hotel Waiter.  Emily 
nee Bray a Boarding House Keeper of Minehead.  Three known siblings, Lilian Emily born 1902; Robert 
Thomas born 1904, and Hilda B M born 1913. 

He is commemorated on the Roll of Honour at Taunton School.  

1939 Register 23 Tregonwell Road, Thomas Barsby born 27/7/1872; Emily Barsby born 22/3/1871 an 
Apartment House Proprietor.   

1911 Census, 23 Tregonwell Road.  Thomas Barsby, 38, born Graceborough, Lincs, a waiter.  Emily Barsby, 
40, born Watchet, Boarding House Keeper, married 9 years.  Married August 1901, registered Grantham 
(nee Bray). 

Eric Arthur Barsby, birth registered 2nd Quarter 1915 at Williton. 

1939 Register, 5 Ridding Lane, Ealing, Middlesex.  Eric Barsby, born 25/3/1915 Electric Motor Fitter. 

Western Morning News “ Minehead’s Flying Officer’s Failure to Return”.  Mr and Mrs T Barsby of 
Glenmore Road Minehead, have been notified that their younger son, Flying Officer Eric Barsby, 26, has 
failed to return from an operational sortie over Germany, is posted missing. 

His Wing Commander, writing to his parents states that he was the Captain of the aircraft of which nothing 
has been heard since he reported “Mission completed”.  The possibility arises he may be a Prisoner of 
War.  His friends at Minehead are hoping that Flying Officer’s luck will stand.  On a prior occasion he 



escaped unhurt from a plane that crashed and in the summer brought a badly damaged aircraft back as 
far as the English Coast before he and his crew had to bale out. 

He won Scholarships to Taunton School where he was educated for six years and flying with the Volunteer 
Reserve for four years before the War, and was called into active service at its outbreak.   

  



BATTING,  GUY 

Died 12/3/1941 Civilian War Dead.  Air Raid Warden of 23 The Oval.  Son of John and Eleanor Batting of 
“Devonia” Minehead; husband of Sybil Batting.  Died at 23 The Oval, Wallasey.   

Eleanor Batting died 13/10/1922, Minehead.   

1911 Census.  “Devonia” 17 The Avenue, Minehead.  Eleanor Batting, 57, Widow, Apartment House 
Keeper, born Torquay.   

1891 Census.  30 The Avenue, Minehead.  Eleanor Batting, 37, Widow, born Torquay.  Edward Batting, 11, 
born Exeter.  Kate Batting, 10, born Exeter.  Walter Batting, 8, born Minehead.  Guy Batting, 6, born 
Minehead.  Eleanor Batting, 5, born Minehead. 

1939 Register.  23 The Oval, Wallasey.  Guy Batting, born 4/11/1884, Marine Engineer.  Sybil Batting, born 
3/7/1887, Guy A Batting, born 2/6/1915, Marine Insurance Clerk.   

Guy Batting baptised Minehead, 3/12/1884.  Father John a Sprit Merchant.  

Guy Batting married 4th Quarter 1913 Sybil Lackenby, registered Sunderland.   

Guy Batting was a Free Mason initiated 9/3/1909 aged 25 St John’s Lodge, Sunderland.  Profession:  
Engineer.   

He had Campaign Medals awarded as he was a Merchant Seaman during WW1.   

  



 

BEARNE, CATHERINE  MARY   

Western Times 14/9/1923: Mrs Catherine Bearne of 26 The Parks, author and artist, daughter of Mr T B 
Charlton and granddaughter of Mr John Walter MP of Bearwood and of “The Times”, died 9/5/1923.  Left 
funds producing £5.00 a year to the Canine Defence League; £2.10s a year to The Society for Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals; £2.10s a year to Our Dumb Friends League; and funds producing £100 a year to her 
servant Mabel Watts.   

1851 Census: Chilwell Hall, Attenborough, Notts.  Thomas B Charlton, 35, Magistrate born Chilwell.  Fanny 
Dora Charlton, 25, born Hurst, Berks.  Catherine Mary Charlton, 6, born Hurst, Berks.  Nicholas John 
Charlton, 3, born Chilwell plus 9 servants. 

Catherine Mary Charlton born 4th Quarter 1844 (10/10/1844) registered Wokingham, Berks, (MMS 
Walter) 

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette, Monday 7/8//1843.  On Tuesday last (August 1st) at Hurst Church, Berks by 
the Rev Samuel Fox, Vicar of Horsley, Derbyshire, Thomas Broughton Charlton Esq of Chilwell Hall, Notts 
to Fanny Dora 2nd daughter of John Walter Esq of Bearwood, Berks.  

Notts Evening Post 19/1/1886: “We regret to announce the death of Mr Thomas Broughton Charlton JP 
of Chilwell Hall, in this County, the representative of one of the oldest families seated in Notts.  Mr 
Charlton was also a Deputy Lieutenant of Notts and was formerly Lt Col of the South Notts Yeomanry.  He 
was born 15/8/1815 and consequently had completed his 70th year.  Mr Charlton, who was educated at 
Eton and Trinity College Cambridge, succeeded to the family estates on the death of his father Mr William 
Charlton in 1831.  In 1843 he married Fanny Dora daughter of the late Mr John Walter MP of Bearwood, 
Berks and one of the principal proprietors of “The Times”.  Mr Charlton who had been for some time in 
poor health expired on Sunday morning last at half past ten from an affliction of the throat or chest.  He 
had two sons and four daughters.  Eldest son John Nicholas Charlton born 21/9/1847”.   He died 
16/1/1886, Chilwell Hall, aged 70.   

1861 Census:  Chilwell Hall, Catherine Mary Charlton, 16, born Bearwood, Berks.  Alice Charlton, 8.  Fanny 
D Charlton, 6.  Thomas N Charlton, 4.  Amy Charlton 5 months. 

1871 Census:  Pilmuir House, Paignton Road, Torquay.  Thomas Charlton 55, Magistrate and Landowner.  
Fanny D Charlton, 45, born Bearwood.  Mary Walter, 77, mother.  Catherine Mary Charlton, 26 born 
Bearwood.  Alice Isabel Charlton, 18, born Chilwell.  Fanny, 16, born Chilwell.  Amy, 10, born Chilwell.  

20/7/1882 Church of All Saints, St Marylebone, Westminster; Edward Henry Bearne, Artist (father Andrew 
Bearne Merchant) married Catherine Mary Charlton, Artist (father T B Charlton) addresses: 24 York Street 
and Baker Street.   

Bearne-Charlton: at All Saints, Margaret Street, Mr Edward H Bearne to Catherine M daughter of Mr 
Thomas B Charlton of Chilwell Hall Notts, 20/7/1882.   

Edward Henry Bearne born Torquay 30/12/1843, baptised 27/5/1855 at Totnes, father Andrew, 
Bootmaker; mother Maria, residents of Torquay. 

1851 Census: Union Street, Torquay.  Andrew Bearne, 40, Cordwainer, born Totnes.  Maria Bearne, 37, 
born Totnes.  Georgiana Jane Smith Bearne, 8, born Torquay.  Edward Bearne, 6, born Torquay. 



1861 Census: 16 Compton Street, St Pancras, Edward H Bearne, 17, lodger, Architect’s Clerk, born 
Torquay. 

1871 Census: 73 Albany Street, St Pancras, Andrew Bearne, 60, Shoemaker.  Maria Bearne, 55.  Edward H 
Bearne, 28, Artist’s Student.   

Andrew Bearne died 2/8/1879 at 73 Albion Street (sic) ;  proved by Edward Henry Bearne of 73 Albion 
Street (sic), Artist, the son and sole executor.   

Maria Bearne of 4 Plymouth Road, Totnes, Devon, widow died 7/8/1905.  Probate to Georgiana J S Bearne. 

Edward Bearne was a water colour painter who principally painted rural scenes and landscapes eg “Rural 
Scene near Totnes” painted by Bearne in 1877. 

Pall Mall Gazette 1/2/1890: “Cathedral Towns and Picturesque Places in Germany and Italy.  Water colour 
drawings by Edward H Bearne made in 1888 and 1889 on view at Thomas McClean’s Gallery, 7 Haymarket.  
He was a Turner Medallist (1875) at the Royal Academy and has collected about 100 water coloured views 
of scenes in Italy, The Riviera, and Switzerland.  Mr Bearne is a clever colourist and powerful in his 
perspectives but weak when it comes to atmospheric tints.”. 

He flourished as an artist 1868 to 1895. 

She flourished as an artist 1878 to 1890 (probably landscapes) before turning to literature. 

WSFP 15/8/1896: “A very interesting series of Venetian Scenes was the work of Mrs Bearne.”. 

After the continental tour of 1898 to 89 the couple returned to England and settled in Dunster c 1890.   

WSFP September 1892: “His evidence given in German was interpreted by Mrs Catherine Bearne of The 
Hall, Dunster.” 

Fanny Dora Charlton of the “Old House” Dunster died 5/10/1898 at Sherborne, Dorset.   

There is a painting in existence called “Portrait of a Lady”  attributed to the circle of Josiah Gilbert (1814-
92).  It is of Fanny Dora Charlton (nee Walter) of Bearwood, Berks; three quarter length, seated, water 
colour over a pencil drawing and oval in appearance.   

Mr and Mrs Bearne attended the funeral of Miss Leslie November 1891 Dunster. 

January 1892 WSFP references Mrs Bearne as “one of the ladies who assisted”.  

1901 Census:  12 Bulstrode Street, St Marylebone, London.  Edward H Bearne, 56, Boarder, own means, 
born Torquay.  Catherine M Bearne, 56, Boarder, own means, born Bearwood, Berks. 

1911 Census: “Old House” (13 High Street) Dunster.  Edward Henry Bearne, 66, born Torquay.  Catherine 
Mary Bearne, 66, born Bearwood, Berks, married 28 years.   

Edward Henry Bearne of The Old House Dunster died 16/4/1913, Catherine Mary Bearne, Widow. 

The books of Catherine Mary Bearne:  

1) Lives and Times of the Early Valois Queens 1899 
2) Pictures of the Old French Court 1900 
3) A Leader of Society at Napolean’s Court Laure Junot 1904 
4) A Queen of Napolean’s Court: Desiree Bernadotte 1905 
5) Max and His Brothers 1906 



6) A Sister of Marie Antoinette: Maria Carolina Queen of Naples 1907 
7) Heroines of French Society in the Court, The Revolution, The Empire and the Restoration 1907 
8) A Royal Quartet 1908 
9) Four Fascinating French Women 1910 
10) A Court Painter and His Circle: Francois Boucher (1703-1770) 1913 
11) In Perilous Days: A Tale of the French Revolution 1920 
12) The Cross of Pearls: Story of a French Family in the 14thCentury 1920. 

  



BECKETT, PERCY HAMLIN 

Trooper 806 A Squadron 8th Australian Light Horse.  Died 7/8/1915 aged 26.  Son of Sarah Beckett of 
Cavendish House, Minehead, and the late Harry Beckett.  He is in the Arc Burnu Cemetery, Turkey.  His 
headstone carries the inscription “Ever Remembered by his loving mother at Minehead”.   

First enlisted 12/9/1914 at Mildura in 14th Battalion AIF with service number 821.  Information from the 
Enlistment Forms tells us that he had been an apprentice with W R J Greenslade of Taunton for three 
years as an auctioneer.  Present occupation Labourer.  He was a Private from 1/10/1914 to 30/10/1914 
when discharged as being medically unfit.   

Percy re-enlisted 9/11/1914 at Melbourne, Victoria, joining the 4th Reinforcements for the 8th Light Horse, 
when he was 25 years 11 months.  Next of kin was Sarah Beckett of Minehead.  Prior to leaving England 
he had served two years with the West Somerset Yeomanry.  Percy was taken on the strength of the 8th 
Light Horse from the 4th Reinforcements 9/2/1915. 

He left Melbourne aboard  HMAT  A18, Wiltshire 13/4/1915 and posted to A Squadron 8th Light Horse at 
Gallipoli 20/5/1915 and officially taken on their strength 26/5/1915.  He was killed in action at Walker’s 
Ridge, Gallipoli.   

West Somerset Free Press carried an obituary 11/7/1915 which was reprinted in Australian newspapers: 
“ Percy Beckett (late of  Irymple and 8th Light Horse); Percy Beckett, although only a Lance Corporal had 
been acting for some time as Quarter Master Sergeant, was well known in Minehead and the District.  He 
was for some time Captain of the Minehead Football Club.  He was a fine full back, with kicking, when at 
the height of his form with dashing brilliance and was also a sure tackler.  He was selected for the County 
X1 on several occasions and it was only when he sustained a “crock” knee that he had to stand down.  
During his Captaincy the Minehead team carried practically all before them in the district and stood at the 
top of the tree. 

He was also well known in the hunting field and in these and other capacities he was a general favourite 
with all.  Some two and a half years ago he left England to seek his fortune in Australia where both in 
football and cricket he was welcomed and on the outbreak of war was one of the first to volunteer for the 
sake of the Mother Country.  His loss is mourned locally and the utmost sympathy is felt for the mother 
and relatives.  Mrs Beckett has another son, Stanley, fighting in France/Flanders.  Percy Beckett who was 
only 26 was a most affectionate son and during the two and a half years he was away he never missed 
writing a mail home and never failed even in his war letters to mention by name the relatives by whom 
he desired to be remembered.  He was one of the contingent to sail from Australia.  Just before leaving 
Mildura he wrote on September 11th last year that his lot will be the first to leave.”   

An article in the “Mildura Cultivator”  8//9/1915 stated: “Private Percy Beckett, 8th Light Horse whose 
name appeared in the 73rd Casualty List was listed as killed in action was well known in the Irymple District.  
He was a native of Minehead and was about 25 years old.  Two and a half years ago he came to this District 
and soon established himself a favourite with all he came into contact with.  Of splendid physique he was 
a good all round athlete.  As a member of Sandalong Tennis Club he was one of the club’s leading players 
and at soccer stood out in a class by himself.   By his powers alone he won many a hard fought game for 
Irymple against Mildura.  In England he received inter-county honours playing for Somerset.  He enlisted 
a few days after the declaration of war and was drafted to Gallipoli in the reinforcement in June.  Prior  to 
enlisting he was employed with Mr George Walker Jr.  Early in the war his brother was severely wounded 
and an uncle was killed in France.  A large circle of friends in the District will  regret the death of such a 



splendid young fellow and sincere sympathy will be felt for the sorrowing parents who have lost such a 
promising son”.  

A later “In Memoriam” notice in the same newspaper reads: “Wednesday August 8 1917 in memoriam – 
killed in action – Beckett – A tribute to the memory of Trooper Percy Beckett killed in action in the gallant 
charge of the 8th Light Horse at Lone Pine 7th August 1915.” 

On their website in April 2015 the Football Federation of Victoria published a story headed “The Irymple 
Nine” which carried a picture of the team in 1913 with Percy in the front row with the ball.  The team was 
to lose 9 (possibly 10) members to the war and being the Australian team that lost more players than any 
other in Australia.   

In December 2007 (Vol 7 No.4 “The Grapevine”) the Mildura and District Genealogical Society published 
an article on Percy.  Someone, possibly one of  his friends, lovingly drew a detailed map of his resting place 
and mailed it home.  The map was found amongst the possessions of Irymple’s Lillian Merrifield when she 
died in 1981.  Apparently she lost her fiancé in the First World War and never married.  The clues seem to 
point to the fact that it was Percy.   

Percy was baptised 23/2/1889 at Minehead.  Father Harry Hamlin Beckett was an Accountant and mother 
was Sarah.  His birth was registered during the first quarter of 1889.  The 1891 Census for 16 The Parade, 
Minehead, gives the following details:  Harry Beckett, 35, Brewer’s Agent, born Kidderminster. Sarah 
Beckett, 37, dressmaker/milliner, born West Porlock.  Beatrice H S Beckett, stepdaughter, 12, born 
Minehead.  Edmund, stepson, 10, born Minehead.  Gertrude, stepdaughter, 8, born Minehead.  Ida Mary, 
daughter, 8, born Porlock.  Percy Hamlin Beckett, son, 2, born Minehead.  

In 1901 the family was living in The Avenue, Minehead.  Harry Beckett, 43, Accountant,.  Sarah, 47, 
Draper/Costumier./Shopkeeper.  Beatrice Pearse, stepdaughter, 22.  Gertrude Pearse, stepdaughter, 18.  
Percy Beckett, 12.  Stanley Beckett 9, born Minehead.   

Sarah Perkins had married John Pearse 26/4/1877 at Porlock.  Her father John Perkins was a Master 
Mariner and also ran the Ship Inn at Porlock Weir where the family were located.  He died 12/3/1888 
being described in the Probate Records as a  “Smack Owner and Widower”.  John Pearse died 14/11/1881.  
Sarah then married Harry Hamlin Beckett who died in September 1910.  

In 1911 Percy was living at Cavendish House, Minehead, and was a Clerk in a hunting stable.  Also at 
Cavendish House was his step sister Gertrude Annie Pearse.  At the time of this Census his mother, Sarah, 
was visiting her daughter Beatrice who was living in Solihull having married Thomas Wheelock.  Sarah was 
57 a widow and a Lady’s Outfitter. 

The Regiment that was to form the 8th Light Horse was formed at Broadmeadows Camp, Victoria, 
23/9/1914 as the 6th Light Horse.  A reorganisation of the rapidly expanding AIF took place in October with 
the 6th becoming the 8th and part of the 3rd Light Horse Brigade.  Sailed from Melbourne 24/2/1915 and 
arrived Egypt 14/3/1915.   

The Light Horse were considered unsuitable for operation in Gallipoli but were subsequently deployed 
without their horses.  The 3rd Light Horse Brigade landed in late May 1915 and was attached to the New 
Zealand and Australian Division.  The 8th formed the first two waves of the disastrous attack on the “Neck” 
7/8/1915.   

The Neck was a vitally important position on the Northern end of the Anzac front line.  It was a narrow 
bridge of land that stretched between Russell’s Top and Baby 700 across the top of Monash Valley.  The 
Turkish trenches on the slopes of Baby 700 allowed them to dominate the Australian position below. 



As part of the diversionary efforts for the August offensive the 3rd Light Horse Brigade was ordered to 
attack the Turkish trenches at The Neck at 4.30 a.m. on 7th August to support an attack on Baby 700 by 
New Zealand troops who were to have captured Chunuk Bair the previous evening. 

The attack began with a bombardment from an offshore destroyer, and other artillery shelling,  but most 
shells fell beyond the target and it ended seven minutes early.  Instead of charging at this point, Officers 
held back until the appointed time, giving the Turks time to get back into position after sheltering from 
the bombardment.   

The 8th Light Horse first wave consisted of around 9 officers and 150 Other Ranks led by the Commanding 
Officer Lieutenant Colonel A H White.  The second wave of the 8th was of similar strength.  The charge was 
with fixed bayonets and no ammunition.  Both waves were mown down by deadly machine gun fire.  
Despite opportunities to cancel, a third and fourth wave from the 10th Light Horse went ahead, until finally 
the madness was called off. 

The 8th Light Horse suffered 234 casualties, of whom  154 were  fatal and the 10th 138  casualties of which 
80 were fatal.  This action was probably Australia’s greatest military disaster.  It was an epic failure, a one 
sided slaughter, often referred to as “Godley’s Abattoir” after Major General Sir Alexander Godley 
Commanding Officer of the New Zealand/Australian Division.   

BECKETT  PERCY  HERBERT 

Flt/Sgt Air Gunner 902554 died 12/5/1941, aged 25.  40 Squadron RAFVR.  Only son of Mr and Mrs S T P 
Beckett of Minehead; husband of Cicely Mary Rollason Beckett of Taunton.  Commemorated Kiel War 
Cemetery, Schlesweig Holstein, Germany. 

1939 Register, Cavendish House, The Parade, Minehead.  Stanley Tom P Beckett born 24/6/1891, 
Draper/Shopkeeper.  Dorothy A Beckett born 7/10/1893, Percy H Beckett, 13/12/1916. 

Stanley Tom Perkins Beckett of Cavendish House, The Parade, Minehead, died 25/11/1943 at Watery 
Lane, Minehead.  Dorothy Alice Beckett, Widow. 

Western Morning News 16/5/1941 “Minehead Airman Missing”.  Mr and Mrs S Beckett of Cavendish 
House Minehead, have been informed that their only son Sergeant/Gunner Percy Beckett RAF is missing.  
He was 24.   

Percy H Beckett married Cicely M R Berry 1941, registered Exmoor.  She was born 1st quarter 1920 
registered Basingstoke.  She remarried 3rd quarter 1946, registered Taunton, Robert W Ross.   

Sunday 11/Monday 12 May 1941 raid on Hamburg by 92 Aircraft, 3 lost.  Percy Beckett was in the crew of 
a Vicker’s Wellington type 1C with serial R133O and code BL-H.  The aircraft took off from RAF Alconbury, 
Hampshire at 22:25 hours and was shot down at 01:40 near Suderstatel 19 km  NNW of Heide.  The aircraft 
was shot down by OberstLeutenant Helmut Lent, Squadron Leader of 6/N/NJG1 based at 
FliegerhorstDeelen, 8 miles north of Arnhem, Holland.  An injured Flight Sergeant survived.  

  



BENNETT, MARGARET  AUGUSTA (nee WILLIAMS) 

Died 11/12/1940 aged 53, Civilian War Dead of 419 City Road, Edgbaston, (Birmingham).  Daughter of 
Walter and Augusta Williams of Shute Farm, North Hill, Minehead; wife of George Frederick Bennett.  Died 
419 City Road.   

Augusta Laura Williams of Marston Lodge, Minehead, died 3/7/1938 at 419 City Road, Edgbaston.  Probate 
to William Henry Bryant, Hotel Proprietor and Margaret Augusta Bennett.   

Margaret Augusta Bennett buried in Minehead Cemetery.  Gravestone inscription reads: “To the 
everlasting memory of Margaret Augusta Bennett, formerly of Minehead who was killed when an enemy 
landmine destroyed her home in Birmingham 11/12/1940. 

Margaret Bennett born 11/8/1887.  Margaret’s mother married twice.  1) Thomas Andrew Bryant (1856 
to 1892) her father.  2) Walter Williams who she married in 1895.   

George Frederick Bennett (1883 to 1974)  also in Minehead Cemetery .   

Margaret Bennett baptised 10/9/1887, St John’s Weston, daughter of Thomas Andrew and Augusta Laura 
Bryant.   

1891 Census.  31 Howard Gardens, Adamstown, Cardiff.  Thomas Andrew Bryant, 35, born Middlesex, 
London, Sub Manager Cardiff Tin Stamping, Enamel Company.  Augusta Laura 33, born Walcott, Bath.  
William Henry, 2, born Weston, Bath.  Margaret August 3 ½ born Weston, Bath. 

Augusta Laura Whitacre married Thomas Andrew Bryant, 30/9/1886, Yardley Parish Church, Birmingham.  
He resided at Lyncombe, Somerset.    



BENTLEY, RONALD  CAMERON   

Born 3/7/1892 Captain Regular Army Retired, living at “Muron”, Minehead.  

Ronald Cameron Bentley of Muron, The Ball, Minehead, died 25/8/1941 on War Service, Probate to 
National Provincial Bank, £62,140.  He was aged 49, buried Madras War Cemetery, India.  His father was 
William and mother Anne Mary Bentley.  He belonged to the 2nd Battalion, The Green Howards (Yorkshire 
Regiment), registered number 46814.  His father was a former Lord Mayor of York.  His wife was Francesca 
P Bentley. 

1911 Census for Fulford Grange, York, Anne Mary Bentley, 54, Widow, Ronald Bentley, 18, medical 
student Cambridge.   

Francesca Christiana Petronella Engels (Dutch) born 21/5/1896 at The Hague, married 2/10/1918 R C 
Bentley in Holland (2nd Battalion Yorkshire Regiment).   

Muriel C Bentley born 3/11/1920, Sheffield Daily Telegraph 18/3/1915: “2nd Lt Ronald C Bentley who had 
been wounded at Neuve Chapelle  is the second son of the late Alderman W Bentley who died 1907 whilst 
filling the office of Lord Mayor of York and of Mrs Bentley, Fulford Grange, York.  He is now in a nursing 
home in London making good progress to recover.  His younger brother 2nd Lt Clarence Bentley of the 
Manchester Regiment was killed at the Front some few months ago”. 

30/7/1938 Sunderland Daily Echo “Cadet’s Medals”: “The King’s Gold Medal for the cadet who showed 
the qualities likely to make the finest sailor was won by Ronald William Bentley, son of Captain R C Bentley 
of Minehead”.  

R C Bentley was baptised August 1892 in the Parish of St Laurence, York.  His father, William is described 
as Bookseller and Stationer of 9 Victoria Villas.   

 

  



BIGGLESTONE,  HARRY DUDLEY 

Leading Telegraphist C/SSX21035, died 18/6/1944, aged 25.  HM Submarine Sickle, Royal Navy.  Son of 
Frederick James Saunders Bigglestone and Lilian Annie of Minehead.  Commemorated Chatham Naval 
Memorial. 

H D Bigglestone born 3/7/1919, Reigate, Surrey. 

Lilian Annie Bigglestone (Widow) of 13 The Cross, North Hill, Minehead, died 4/7/1963 at Williton and 
District Hospital; Probate to Freda Ellen Meggitt, Widow.   

Lilian A Dudley married Fred. J S Bigglestone, 2nd Quarter 1914, registered Christchurch, Hants.  

Fred J S Bigglestone, died 1st Quarter 1927, registered Portsmouth, Hants.   

1939 Register.  At Farnborough, Hants.  Lilian A Bigglestone born 2/1/1881. 

HMS Sickle (P224), “S” Class submarine commissioned 1/12/1942, lost June 1944.   

HMS Sickle (Lt James Ralph Drummond DSO, DSC, RN) was probably sunk by mines in the Antikithera 
Channel, Greece, on or around 18/6/1944.   

On 31/5/1944 HM Submarine Sickle departed Malta for a patrol in the Aegean and did not return.  
Considered probable she hit mines on her way back to Malta 16 to 18 June 1944.   

  



BIRMINGHAM, MARY  STADDON 

1911 Census; 3 Tregonwell Road, Minehead; Christopher Birmingham, 66, Retired Land Agent, born 
Selworthy; Elizabeth Ann Birmingham, 52, married 15 years, born Dunster; Mary Staddon Birmingham, 
14, born Selworthy; Mary Staddon, Mother in Law, Widow, born Minehead.  

Christopher Birmingham, 51, Widower, Land Agent married Elizabeth Ann Staddon, 37, Spinster, 
26/6/1895 Parish Church Dunster.   

Mary Staddon Birmingham was born 26/5/1896 and baptised at Selworthy 11/8/1896. Father, 
Christopher, Mother, Elizabeth Ann.  Abode Holnicote, Land Agent.  Birth registered 2nd Quarter 1896 
Williton. 

1901 Census, Holnicote, Selworthy.  Christopher Birmingham, 56, Land Agent, born Selworthy; Elizabeth 
Annie Birmingham, 42, born Alcombe; Mary Staddon Birmingham, 4, born Selworthy; Mary Staddon, 
Mother in Law, 67, born Minehead. 

Mary Staddon Birmingham, married Arthur C Tyley 1st Quarter 1932 registered Williton.  

Daughter, Sheila Mary Tyley, born 19/1/1933. 

1939 Register: 13 The Avenue Westminster Bank, Minehead; Arthur C Tyley, born 22/9/1881, Bank 
Manager; Mary S Tyley, born 26/5/1896. 

1939 Register: Nutscale, Minehead.  Elizabeth A Birmingham, born 10/10/1858.  

Elizabeth Ann Birmingham of Nutscale, Woodcombe, Minehead, died 18/4/1947, Widow.  Probate to 
Mary Staddon Tyley, Widow. 

Wells Journal, Friday 20/9/1946: “Bank Manager’s Death. The funeral took place on Friday at Minehead 
of one of the best known townsmen, Mr Arthur Charles Tyley, who for 32 years was Manager of the 
Westminster Bank there.  He retired just over 2 years ago.  Born in 1881 Mr Tyley was a son of the late Mr 
James Tyley of Rodney Stoke, and 46 years of his life was spent in the service of what is now known as 
The Westminster Bank. He joined Stuckeys Bank at Clifton in 1898 and was transferred to Minehead in 
1900.”The 1901 Census shows Arthur C Tyley a lodger at 8 Selbourne Place Minehead, aged 19, born 
Rodney Stoke and a Bank Clerk. 

Continuation of press report…. “He left Minehead for Taunton for duty on the Inspection Staff, but in 1912 
returned to Minehead as Manager of the local branch, then Parr’s Bank and remained there till his 
retirement in April 1944.  He married in 1932 and leaves a Widow and one daughter. “ 

Arthur Charles Tyley of Nutscale, Woodcomebe, Minehead died 10/9/1946.Mary Staddon Tyley died 
28/1/1984 aged 87 registered West Somerset.The daughter, Sheila Mary Tyley in 1956 was a secretary 
living at River Cottage, Bilbrook, Washford.  She married Peter M Dempster 4th Quarter 1960 registered 
Exmoor.   

Transcription VAD card.  “Address Nutscale, Minehead.  Service from 2/11/1914 to August 1919; GD 
Nurse.  Has done day and night work, 9862 hours.  This member has done exceedingly good work.  Always 
willing and ready to come out any time day or night.  Has also done extra work when the hospital was 
short handed.  Efficient but owing to bad health at times has not been allowed to do any great stretch of 
work at a time.  What she has done has been done willingly and carefully and her work is now good.  
Mention for honourable service, Queen Alexandra’s Diploma. “ 



BLACKMORE, EDWARD CHARLES 

Private 39000 12th Service Battalion (Bristol’s Own) of the Gloucestershire Regiment.  Formerly 2327 North 
Somerset Yeomanry.  Died 13/10/1917 aged 20 and commemorated at Tyne Cot Memorial.  Son of Charles 
and Leah Blackmore of Fythings Court, Park Lane, Minehead. 

His birth was registered second quarter 1897 Taunton, and he was baptised 20/5/1897; parents Charles 
and Leah of Cherry Grove Parish of St Andrews, Rowbarton.  Charles Blackmore married Leah Chidgey 
(born North Petherton) 14/10/1899 at West Hatch.   

In 1901 the family was at St Andrew Terrace, Taunton:  Charles Blackmore, 37, born Stoke St Mary.  Leah, 
35, born North Petherton, Arthur, 6, born Stoke St Mary.  Nellie, 5, born Stoke St Mary.  Edward Charles, 
3, born Taunton. Ada, 1, born Taunton.  They had moved to Minehead by 1911, with Edward aged 13 and 
a Grocer’s Errand Boy. 

On 25/10/1917 the 12thGloucesters were at Curragh Camp, Westoutre. 

On 27th they were in Divisional Reserve at Ridgewood.  28th October relieve 16 Royal Warwicks in the front 
line.  The Battalion proceeded via Bedford House and Sanctuary Wood.  The Battalion War Diary records 
that the Battalion were holding the front line 30th October and that the enemy artillery were very active 
in the Clapham Junction area, and that the ration party had great difficulty in reaching the line.  Edward 
was most probably killed by shelling as were several of his comrades on this day.  

The Battalion was in the vicinity of Ypres.  Sanctuary Wood being South of Hooge, with Clapham Junction 
to the East, and Zillebeke to the West of Sanctuary Wood. 

 

  



BLACKWELL, HAROLD FREDERICK 

Private 401308, 2nd Battalion Essex Regiment, died 14/8/1918 aged 39.  Son of Frederick and Elizabeth 
Blackwell of Alcombe and husband of Eleanor, 23 Craigdale Road, Romford, Essex.  Buried at Terlincthun 
British Cemetery, Wimville, Pas de Calais.  Terlincthun began June 1918 and was used primarily for burials 
from the base hospitals. 

Harold Blackwell was born in Dulverton and his birth registered second quarter 1879.  He was a tailor by 
profession and in 1911 was living with his wife Eleanor in Craigdale Road, Hornchurch, Romford, Essex.  
He married Eleanor (nee James) December 26th 1908 at Newington, Surrey.  He was 29 and she 25.  In 
August 1918 the 2nd Battalion Essex Regiment was in the Riez du Vinage area on the North side of the Aire 
– La Bassee Canal.  They were approximately on the line of the Turbeaute River in the Pacaut Wood region.  
The Battalion suffered regular casualties being evacuated to the field ambulance in the first instance.  
Harold was one of these although other ranks are not identified.  

 

  



BLIGH, JACK FREDERICK M C 

Acting Major died 1/7/1917 aged 24. D Battery 121 Brigade Royal Field Artillery.  Youngest and fourth son 
of Lodovick Edward and Marion Louisa Bligh of Cambria House, The Esplanade, Minehead (also owned 
Amberley House, The Parks, Minehead).  Buried at Ferme-Olivier Cemetery, West Vlaanderen, seven 
kilometres North West of Ypres.   

Plaque in St Michael’s Church Minehead reads: “To the Glory of God and in loving memory of Jack 
Frederick Bligh, Major RFA MC youngest son of Ludovic Edward and Marion Louisa Bligh, killed in action 
Ypres 1st July 1917 aged 24 years, buried at Elverdinghe Flanders”.  

An Obituary reads: “Major Jack F Bligh MC RFA (KIA July 1st 1917) was the younger son of Mr and Mrs 
Lodovick Edward Bligh of Cambria House, Minehead.  He was born at Englefield, Reading 19/1/1893 and 
was educated at Cordwalles, Maidenhead, and Eton (1906 – 1910).  Passing from Eton to the Royal Military 
Academy, Woolwich he entered the Royal Artillery 1912.  Promoted Lieutenant 1913.  He had his 
Captaincy in December 1916 and was appointed Acting Major January 1917.  Major Bligh served at the 
front from the beginning of the war and saw service at the Mons, Marne, Aisne and the Somme, and had 
also spent a good deal of time in the Ypres Salient in command of a Battery.  His award of the MC was in 
the Birthday Honours of last year” 

An earlier report of 27/7/1916 reads: “Relative of the Marquis of Abergavenny Captain Jack F Bligh 
wounded, is the second son of Major L E Bligh East Kent Regiment, his grandfather having been the Rev 
the Hon Edward Vesey Bligh second son of the fifth Earl of Darnley, his grandmother Lady Isabelle Nevill 
a sister of the late Marquis of Abergavenny.  This is the second time the young and gallant Officer has 
been wounded”. 

His father Lodovick was educated at Eton and Jesus College Cambridge.  1/6/1886 he married Marion 
Louisa Stewart-Savile and in 1891 was living in Northmoor House, Dulverton, with two sons and eleven 
servants.  He died 16/5/1924 at Cambria House, Minehead.  He hunted and at one time was Master of 
Minehead Harriers. 

Note:-  Different sources give alternative spellings for the Christian name Lodovic(k).   

BLIGH, ROSE MARION   

1901 Census; Cambria House, Esplanade, Minehead.  Lodovick E Bligh, 46, born Dover, Kent; Marion L 
Bligh, 47, born Torquay; Jack F Bligh, 8, born Englefield, Berks; Rose M Bligh, 5, born Barham, Kent; plus 6 
servants.  

Born 14/1/1896, baptised Easter Day 5/4/1896. Rose Marion, Lodovick and Marion L Bligh.  Abode 
Maydeacon, Barham side of Denton, gentleman (M.F.H.) Master of Fox Hounds. 

Birth registered 1st Quarter 1896, Bridge, Kent; Mother’s maiden surname Stewart-Savile.  

1911 Census; Girls Education Company, Wycombe Abbey School, High Wycombe.  Rose Bligh, pupil, 15, 
born Barham. 

School founded September 1896 by Dame (Jane) Frances Dove (1847 to 1942). The Girls Education 
Company Prospectus to raise funds/finance stated: “The proposed system of education aims at doing for 
girls, with suitable modifications, what the existing public schools do for boys.” 



Lord Carrington’s House near High Wycombe was purchased and Wycombe Abbey School was opened in 
September in 1896 with 40 pupils. By her retirement in 1910 there were 230 pupils with 50 Mistresses.  
Her underlying principle was education for citizenship.  

Team games – cricket, hockey, lacrosse were compulsory.  There was a daily regime of cold baths and 
dormitories were unheated.  The curriculum included gardening, carpentry, Swedish gymnastics as well 
as conventional academic subjects. 

She was a devout High Church Anglican so religious life at the school centred on the Parish Church.  School 
was preparation for a life of service. Girls were involved in community work   

Annie Whitelaw (1875 to 1966) was the second Head  (1910 to 1925).  There is a Whitelaw Memorial 
Library in the School.  

Today the school (fees £38.000 per annum), is consistently ranked as the top all girls school nationally in 
academic results.  

In 1907 Dove carried out a survey into the lives of ex pupils.  800 replies showed the progress in the 
advancement and achievements of women.  

Rose married Stanley Hosegood 1st Quarter 1923, registered Williton.  Press reports 10/2/1923 “A Popular 
Wedding”. “A wedding which stirred local interest very considerably was celebrated at the Parish Church 
of St Michael Minehead.  It was that of Mr Stanley Hosegood, the eldest surviving son of Mr and Mrs 
Frederick Hosegood of Yarde, Williton, to Miss Rose Marion Bligh, only daughter of Mr and Mrs L E Bligh 
of Cambria House, Minehead.  Both Bride and Groom are held in warm regard in the town and district and 
the  church was filled with friends and well wishers.  The officiating Clergymen were the Rev Parry Lyddon 
(Vicar) and the Rev C C Sharpe (Rector of Nettlecombe).  Her only bridesmaid was Miss Rosemary Veasey 
(cousin of the bride).  Mr Lawrence Hosegood of Bristol (cousin of the bridegroom was best man).  As the 
newlywed pair left the church they passed under an arch made by the poles of the local pack of Wolf Cubs, 
the bride having been a Cub Master since its formation.  Among the many wedding presents were those 
from Minehead Hockey Club, Ladies Golf Club and Wolf Cubs”.   

1939 Register “Highlands”, Martlett Road, Minehead.  Stanley Hosegood born 3/12/1892 
Auctioneer,Valuer and Estate Agent; Rose M Hosegood, born 14/1/1896, plus 3 servants.   

Stanley Hosegood died 3rd Quarter 1969 registered Exmoor. 

Rose Marion Hosegood of 28 Northfield Park, Pilton, Barnstaple, died 5/12/1975. 

See entries for Bligh and Hosegood WW1 book.  

Transcription of VAD card “address Cambria House, Minehead; service from December 1914 to 20/5/1919 
at Minehead Auxiliary Hospital, The Avenue; Orderly, GD Nurse; for first year Orderly; cook, Nurse from 
October 1918 to May 1919.  Part and whole time, 6871 hours in Somerset and in Kent. This member left 
to go to a relative and worked for her as a cook.  In her hospital she did good work as an Orderly and by 
passing her Nursing Exam last year qualified for Nurse.  She has shown good qualitities but her health was 
not good enough for regular work, only 3 hours a day for the last 5 months.  

  



BLOFELD, FRANK D’ARCY 

Died 12/5/1915 aged 25 2nd Lifeguards, son of Frank and Leslie Blanche Blofeld of Dunster Lodge, 
Alcombe.  Commemorated Menin Gate, Ypres.  

2nd Lieutenant Frank D’Arcy Blofeld 2nd Lifeguards late of Staverton near Cheltenham.  Only son of Frank 
Blofeld, Dunster Lodge by his wife Leslie Blanche, only daughter of Major Thomas Perkins of Doverhay 
Place Porlock.  Born 21/4/1890, Bloomsbury, London.  Educated at St Michael’s, Westgate on Sea, and 
Eton 1903 -1908 where he won the junior Pulling in his last year, served three years in Eton College 
Volunteers, but ill health prevented him from going on to Sandhurst, and he spent several years in the 
Argentine, where he became interested in breeding and schooling Polo ponies, joined the Gloucestershire 
Yeomanry.  

At the outbreak of war, gazetted 3rd Reserve of Cavalry 9/9/1914 and took up his duties at Canterbury: 
posted Household Cavalry 24/10/1914 and joined the 2nd Lifeguards at Windsor.  Went to Flanders 
7/11/1914 and served with his Regiment in the trenches; granted and came home on leave (72 hours) 
shortly before Christmas; second spell in the trenches early February 1915 after which he got one week’s 
leave but after four days recalled and from then till his death near Ypres on 13th May he was at the front.  

He and four other Officers were killed instantly by the explosion of a Minenwerfer Shell.  Fond of all sports 
he was an accomplished horseman and most promising polo player.  A member of Cheltenham and West 
Somerset Polo Clubs:  His handicap being five goals, Hurlingham 1914.  Hunted with Devon and Somerset 
Stag Hounds; at Staverton rode with Cotswold Hunt.  Aged 25 and unmarried.   

Frank Blofeld, his father, was in 1891 living in Montagu Street, Bloomsbury.  He was 32 and a Colonial 
Produce Merchant.  Leslie Blanche, his wife 23, born in Birmingham.  Frank was 11 months old.  By 1901 
the family had moved to Dunster Lodge, Alcombe.  His father still a General Colonial Merchant (born 
Islington) and wife Leslie had another child, Daphne Leslie, aged 7.  Frank had married Leslie 12/6/1889 
at St Andrew, Holborn, Middlesex.  Frank died in 1952 at Bognor Regis and his wife in 1957 also at Bognor.   

  



BOSANQUET, HENRY  ANSTEY  

Henry A Bosanquet was descended from a Hugenot refugee.  David Bosanquet (1661-1732) left France 
following the revocation of the Edict of Nantes.  He arrived in England via Switzerland in 1686.  He was 
the Founding Father of the British Bosanquets.   

David was baptised 6/11/1661 at Lunel, Herault, Languedoc-Roussillon.  He married Elizabeth Hayes, 
15/9/1698.  His fifth son, Jacob, (1713-1767) married Elizabeth Hanbury 18/1/1742, Hamburg, Germany.  
His third son Henry Bosanquet (1760 to 1817) married Caroline Anstey 3/5/1790 at Walcot Church, Bath.  
Caroline gave birth to Henry Bosanquet (1793-1861), Clanville Lodge Andover Hants.  He married Mary 
Richards, 6/6/1827.  Their son was Henry Anstey Bosanquet (1828-1901).   

From the Eton Register:  Bosanquet Henry Anstey of Clanville Minehead; son of Henry Bosanquet of 
Clanville Lodge Hants; 1840-1846; Opp (Oppidans), Wall 1844, Keeper 1845; Christchurch Oxford, MA; 
Barrister, home circuit; JP for Somerset; married Mary Anne daughter of Lt.Col. Luttrell of Kilve Court, 
Somerset; died December 12 1901. 

Bosanquet Henry Anstey; 1st son of Henry of St Georges London; Christ Church, matriculated 5/6/1846 
aged 18; BA 1850, MA 1853; Barrister at Law, Inner Temple, 6/6/1853.   

Henry Anstey Bosanquet, late of Clanville Lodge Andover Hants; MA Christ Church Oxon, Barrister at Law, 
Inner Temple; born 25/3/1828; married at Kilve 4/9/1861, Mary Anne youngest daughter of Lt Col.Luttrell 
of Kilve Court Somerset and Dunster Castle and has three daughters.  Mary born 5/7/1862; Edith Caroline 
born 15/8/1864, and Amy Louisa born 13/5/1866.   

25/4/1828 Henry Anstey baptised Parish of St George, Hanover Square; parents Henry and Mary 
Bosanquet of Green Street (born 25/3/1828).   

1841 Census:  Dorset Place, Tunbridge Wells.  Henry Bosanquet, 45, Barrister, (father of Henry Anstey 
Bosanquet).  Mary Bosanquet, 40 (nee Richards married 6/6/1827). Caroline Bosanquet, daughter, 10 
(born 7/1/1831). 

Henry Bosanquet married Mary Richards 6/6/1827 Upper Clatford Hants. 

1851 Census: Lower Berkeley Street, Henry Bosanquet, 57, Barrister.  Mary Bosanquet, 50, born Chalford 
Hants.  Caroline Bosanquet, 20, daughter. 

1861 Census: 9 Lower Berkeley Street, Marylebone.  Henry A Bosanquet, 33, unmarried.  Barrister, born 
St Georges London.  Caroline J Bosanquet, 30, unmarried, sister, born St James’s London (1831-1886).   

Henry Bosanquet (father of Henry Anstey Bosanquet) late of Lower Berkeley St, Portland Street died 
31/1/1861 at 9 Lower Berkeley Street aged 68. 

4/9/1861 Henry Anstey Bosanquet married Mary Anne youngest daughter of Lt. Col. Luttrell of Kilve Court 
and Dunster Castle.   

1871 Census: Lower Berkeley Street.  Henry A Bosanquet, 43.  Mary A Bosanquet, 35.  Mary Bosanquet, 
8, (born 5/7/1862, baptised 7/8/1862, Marylebone).  Edith Caroline Bosanquet, 6 (born 15/8/1864, 
baptised 14/9/1864, Marylebone).  Amy Louisa Bosanquet, 4 ( born 13/5/1866, baptised 14/6/1866, 
Marylebone).  Augusta M Luttrell and Caroline Bosanquet Visitors.   



14/9/1861, Bosanquet – Luttrell: September 4th at Kilve Somersetshire by the Rev T F Luttrell, Henry 
Anstey Bosanquet Esq of 9 Lower Berkeley Street, and the Inner Temple London, Barrister at Law, to Mary 
Anne youngest daughter of Col. Luttrell Kilve Court.  

Western Daily Press 6/9/1861 “Fashionable wedding at Kilve near Bridgwater.” “The marriage of Miss 
Mary Anne Luttrell youngest daughter of Lt Col. Luttrell of Kilve Court to Mr Henry Anstey Bosanquet was 
an occasion of great rejoicing in the neighbourhood.  At half past eleven the wedding courtege left the 
mansion in thirteen carriages to the church which was distant about one mile.  The church had been 
repewed for the occasion and was filled with visitors. 

9 July 1862 Bosanquet – On the 5thinst at 9 Lower Berkeley Street, the wife of Henry A Bosanquet Esquire 
of a daughter; 18 August 1864  at 9 Lower Berkeley Street, London on the 15th inst. the wife of Henry A 
Bosanquet of a daughter; 15 May 1866 “Daughters”: Bosanquet – Mrs H A, Lower Berkeley Street, 13th 
inst.  

1881 Census: 9 Lower Berkeley Street, Henry A Bosanquet, 53, MA, Magistrate and Barrister.  Mary A 
Bosanquet, 46, born Kilve.  Mary Bosanquet, Daughter, 18.  Edith Bosanquet, daughter, 16.  Amy L 
Bosanquet, 14, daughter.  

1891 Census:  Clanville, The Holloway, Minehead.  Henry A 63; Mary A 56: Edith C 26, Amy L 24. 

4/12/1890 At Minehead Parish Church Mary Bosanquet of Minehead married Robert Shafto Adair, 
Barrister of Portland Place, father Hugh E Adair Bart.  

23/10/1900 Amy Louisa Bosanquet married James Phelips 48, Clerk in Holy Orders of Kingsdon, Yeovil.    

1901 Census:  Clanville, Minehead.  Henry A Bosanquet, 73, own means, born Hanover Square.  Mary A 
Bosanquet, 66, born Kilve.  Edith Bosanquet, daughter 36, born Marylebone.  Louisa Luttrell, visitor, 25, 
plus 9 servants.   

Henry A Bosanquet of Clanville died 1/12/1901, probate to Robert Shafto Adair . 

1911 Census:  Clanville, Minehead (29 rooms), Mary A Bosanquet, 75, widow, private means, born Kilve.  
Edith Bosanquet, 47, single, daughter, born Marylebone.   

1911 Census:  9 Lower Berkeley Street, London.  Robert Shafto Adair, 49, Barrister, company director, 
born Bradford, Somerset.  Mary Adair, 49, 21 years married, born Marylebone. Camilla Mary Shafto Adair, 
15, daughter, student born Marylebone (24/5/1895).   

1911 Census:  The Vicarage, Yeovil, Somerset.   James Phelips, 59, Vicar of Yeovil, born Cucklington.  Amy 
Louisa Phelips, 44, married 10 years, born in Marylebone.   Mary Beatrice Phelips, 7, daughter.  Richard 
ChandosPhelips 3. 

Mary Anne Fownes Bosanquet of Clanville Minehead, widow, died 14/4/1927.  Probate (save and except 
land) to Sir Robert Shafto Adair, 5th Baronet and Alexander Fownes Luttrell. 

Edith Caroline Bosanquet of Clanville Minehead died 24/4/1931 probate to Mary Adair.   

1939 Register: Clanville, Minehead.  Mabel Allen born 6/11/1884.  Lilian Allen, born 4/5/1887; Domestic 
Science School Proprietors.  

Amy Louisa Phelips of 13 Edgar Road, Winchester, widow, died 26/5/1949.Dame Mary Adair of Flixton 
Hall, Bunghay, Suffolk died 3/1/1950.  Probate to Edmund Henry Apsley Trehern, of no occupation. (He 
had married daughter Camilla in 1918). 



BOWDEN,  JAMES   

1939 Register “The Laurels” Alcombe Road Minehead.  Betty A Land (Bowden, Jones) born 22/8/1920, 
Book Keeper. 

James Bowden married Betty Anita Land registered Exmoor 1941.   

James Bowden, Sergeant 6458275, 2nd Battalion Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment) died 24/4/1943 
aged 26;  husband of Betty Anita Bowden of Haslemere, Surrey.  Commemorated Massicault War 
Cemetery, Tunisia. 

His mother was Florence Bowden and his birth registered 3rd quarter 1916 Williton.  Mother’s maiden 
surname Bowden   

She was baptised 12/7/1895 at Minehead, father Samuel Bowden, Mother Ann.   

In 1911 the Bowden family was at Staunton, Alcombe. 

In 1911 Florence aged 15 and Lily aged 18 were at a school for girls in Richmond Road, New Barnett as 
domestic servants. 

Florence married Alfred Dane of Bristol 1920 and in 1939 was living at 4 Woodland Terrace, Bristol with 
Alfred Dane.  She died 29/3/1988 

Battle of Peter’s Corner 24/4/1943.  Brigadier Dick Hull sent his 2nd Fusiliers on a strenuous night march 
South of the Massicault-Medjez Road towards a series of small hills and, behind Peter’s Corner to the 
South East, a high bare ridge at the foot of which sheltered the village of Kasar Tyr.  The Fusiliers were 
stopped in their tracks by crack paratroops of the Hermann Goering Jager Regiment. 

  



BOYALL, ARTHUR  VINCENT   

26/3/1913 A V Boyall younger son of the late John Richard Boyall, Grantham and Mrs Boyall of 
Ravenscourt Ealing to Miss Edith Muriel Nelson younger daughter of the late Mr Charles Montague Nelson 
of Southam and Mrs Nelson of Blakesly.   

Daughter,  Diana Muriel Boyall born 10/11/1919 registered Williton.  Son, Anthony John Boyall born 
16/4/1921, registered Williton.   

Kelly’s Guide 1927 lists A V Boyall at Kildare Lodge.  

1911 Census: 36 Ravenscourt Ealing.  Susannah Boyall 61 Widow.  Arthur Vincent Boyall 23 Medical 
Student born Grantham. 

1939 Register: Kildare Lodge, Alcombe Road, Minehead.  Arthur V Boyall born 4/8/1887 Medical 
Practitioner.  Edith Muriel Boyall born 23/6/1890. 

1942 Medical Directory; Kildare Lodge (Bain, Boyall, Walker, Tatlow and Chappel); BA (hons, Maths SC); 
MRCS, LRCP London 1912 (Cambridge and Charing Cross); Honarary Physician and Anaesthetist Minehead 
and West Somerset Hospital; Certifying Factory Surgeon; late House Surgeon and Resident Casualty 
Officer Charing Cross Hospital; temporary Captain (specialising in anaesthetics) RAMC, BEF. 

Arthur Vincent Boyall of Kildare Lodge Minehead died 1/11/1958 at Minehead.  £63564. 

  



BOYLES, FREDERICK  

Private 22027 2nd Battalion Coldstream Guards, died 29/8/1918 aged 21.  Son of Elizabeth Boyles of 8 
Meadow Terrace, Alcombe.  Buried Ligny-Sur-Canche, Pas de Calais.   

Frederick’s birth was registered first quarter 1897 and he was baptised 17/9/1897 at Minehead.  His 
parents being William and Elizabeth.  The 1901 Census shows the family to be living at Periton, Minehead.  
William Boyles was 69 and an Army Pensioner/General Labourer and native of Cutcombe.  Elizabeth was 
48, born Winsford.  Frederick was aged 4 born Minehead.  Also in the family was William Edbrooke, 
stepson of William, aged 13, born Minehead.  William Boyles had married Elizabeth Edbrook (nee Hunt) 
1/3/1896 in Minehead.  By 1911 they were all living at 8 Meadow Terrace when Frederick was 14.  William 
Boyles died fourth quarter 1919.  

 On 27/8/1918 2nd Battalion Coldstream Guards launched an attack on a 1500 yard front with 2nd Battalion 
Grenadier Guards on their right.  This was in the Croisilles/St Leger Wood area.  It was a costly attack into 
a heavily machine gunned area.  Croisilles is a village 13 kilometres South East of Arras.  Casualties were 
55 killed, 57 missing, 6 wounded and missing, 192 wounded, 4 wounded and remained on duty.  324 Other 
Ranks in total.  On 29/8/1918 they were in the trenches in the Hamelincourt area.  

  



BRANDRAM, HARRY  MALCOLM   

Harry Malcolm Brandram received a Certificate of Competency as 1st Mate of a foreign going ship, 
15/11/1901 Board of Trade.  

11/5/1904 at St James Church Paddington, Harry Malcolm Brandram, youngest son of Andrew Brandram 
of Blackheath, to Nina Peacock daughter of the late Thomas Peacock.  

5/10/1907 Harry Malcolm Brandram of Elm Croft, Periton was summonsed for causing a motor car to be 
used in the Highway at Minehead at 8.10 p.m. on September 10 without exhibiting a red light in the rear.  
He pleaded guilty but said that he did not know the light had gone out. It was burning when he left Dr 
Henry’s house. 

1911 Census: 39 Blenheim Road, Minehead.  Harry Malcolm Brandram, Motor Engineer, 34, born Lee, 
Kent.  Nina Emily Brandram, born Blackheath.  Pamela Mary Brandram, 3, born Minehead. 

March 1912 he was living at “Hatherleigh” Minehead.   

27/3/1929 Mr H Malcolm Brandram of 3 Northfield Road, Minehead, Manager of the Metropole Garage. 

1939 Register:  3 Northfield Road, Minehead, Harry M Brandram born 7/8/1876, Garage Proprietor and 
Manager, Motor Engineer.  Nina E Brandram, born 5/6/1877.  Pamela M De Gruiter, born 29/3/1908, 
divorced. 

4/2/1932, Pamela Brandram married Cornelius TheodoorRenso De Gruiter at Marylebone, London. He 
was an Electrical Engineer born 18/1/1903 Amsterdam.  Pamela had been in Eindhoven in 1921. 

The marriage was registered in Hilversum 5/5/1932  Dutch records show they were divorced 10/9/1937 
The Hague.   

A record in the London Gazette of 23/6/1938 shows that Pamela Mary De Gruiter from The Netherlands 
was back at 3 Northfield Road, Minehead.   

Pamela gave birth to a daughter 1st Quarter 1943 registered Surrey, South Western (mother’s maiden 
surname Brandram).  The child Mary G De Gruiter was adopted.  Cornelius not the father.   

Harold Malcolm Brandram of 3 Paganal Road, died 19/4/1958.  Probate to Pamela Mary De Gruita, single 
woman.   

Pamela Mary De Gruita died aged 93, March 2001, Kensington, Chelsea 

  



BRAMELD, LAURA  MARIAN   

1911 Census “Harefield”, The Parks, Minehead.  Edward Morgan Dawson-Thomas, 41; Beatrice Mary 
Dawson-Thomas 40; Winifred May Dawson-Thomas 7; Laura Marian Brameld, 22, Governess (teaching 
child). Born Beeston, Notts.   

Birth registered 1st Quarter 1889 Basford, Notts.  Mother’s Maiden Surname Hedderly.  Baptised 
17/1/1889 St Stephens Church, Sneinton.  Father, Herbert Frederick, Mother, Sarah Marian.   

1901 Census: 18 Forrest Road, Nottingham.  S M Brameld, 47, Widow, M H Brameld, 15, daughter; L M 
Brameld, 12, daughter; N M Brameld, 8, daughter, born Long Eaton. 

1891 Census; Victor Heys Villas, Rylands Road, Beeston, Basford, Notts.  Sarah M Brameld, 37; Laura M 
Brameld, 2, born Beeston. 

Herbert Frederick N Brameld died 1st Quarter 1899, Shardlow, Derby aged 52.  From the Long Eaton 
Advertiser 25/2/1899: “Brameld, on the 19thinst at the Bank, Long Eaton, Herbert Frederick Neville 
Brameld aged 52.   

1881 Census:  Belvoir Hill, Sneinton, Nottingham.  Herbert F N Brameld, 34, Banker’s Clerk, born St James, 
Westminster, Middlesex; Sarah M Brameld, 27, born Sneinton; Ann Brameld, Mother, 70, born Shropshire.   

1939 Register; “Redlands”, Pemswell Road, Minehead.  Dorothy E Rogers, born 13/5/1881; Laura M 
Brameld, born 5/12/1888, Lady’s Companion.   

Laura Marian Brameld of Redlands, Pemswell Road, Minehead, Spinster, died 8/3/1957 at Minehead and 
West Somerset Hospital, probate to Dorothy Edith Rogers, Spinster.   

Kelly’s Directory 1927 listed her at Redlands, Pemswell Road.   

Transcription of VAD card: “address, 17 Forrest Road, Nottingham.  Service from 2/11/1914 to August 
1919, still working; Minehead Auxiliary Hospital; Nurse since January 1918, £20 a year.  Nurse, Acting Staff 
Nurse, has been cook and helped in laundry, orderly work.  Part time 2 years, 7200 hours; 2 years whole 
time.  This member has worked in both the Yeomanry Hospital and the Red Cross Hospital, Minehead, 
and for two and half years has worked all day (12 hours, 3 hours off).  She has always been willing to do 
whatever duties were given her, and has often filled gaps in the kitchen and housework;  relinquished her 
post as governess for the last 18 months.  Has foregone her holidays to continue her work here and has 
made herself very efficient and has acted as Staff Nurse for 18 months.  Has worn her blue stripe and is, 
on the Hospital closing going to train and qualify as a Nurse.  Work always done willingly and cheerfully; 
her influence in the Wards exceptionally good.  Twice mentioned for Honourable Service and received 
Queen Alexandra’s Diploma.   

A note on the Genealogy of the Brameld family.   

Laura Brameld’s Father was Herbert Frederick Neville Brameld (1847 to 1899).  His Father was John 
Thomas Brameld (1819 to 1892). 

Herbert Frederick Neville Brameld born 7/2/1847 baptised 5/4/1847 at St Luke in the Parish of St James, 
Westminster, Middlesex.  Father, John Thomas, Gentleman, Mother, Anne abode 3 Tichborne Street. 

10/9/1840 at the Collegiate Church of Wolverhampton by the Rev. W Brameld, John Thomas Brameld Esq 
of Swinton, Yorkshire to Anne, second daughter of the late Richard Edwardes Esq of Farmcote, Shropshire. 



1840 Marriage of John Thomas Brameld living at Wath Upon Deane, Yorkshire to Anne Edwardes, 
Wolverhampton.  Thomas Brameld, his Father is listed as a “China Manufacturer”.   

John Thomas Brameld was a China Dealer and an advert appeared in 1841: “John Thomas Brameld having 
bought the business of The Rockingham China Warehouse” was advertising new showrooms.  By 1850 
John Thomas Brameld of Tichborne Street and Great Windmill Street, Westminster, was declared 
bankrupt.   

24/2/1819 John Thomas Brameld baptised, Chapelry of Swinton, Yorks. Father Thomas, Mother Jane, 
abode Swinton, occupation Manufacturer of Earthernware. 

The Bramelds operated the Swinton Pottery from 1806 to its closure in 1842.  They received support from 
their landlord Earl Fitzwilliam and about 1826 the factory was renamed “The Rockingham” Works in 
honour of the Earl’s Uncle the Marquis of Rockingham. Despite creating a range of porcelain alongside 
their pottery and receiving orders from William IV the Bramelds fell into debt and had to give up their 
pottery business.  After 1842 they manufactured potter’s materials. 

John Thomas Brameld, Laura’s Grandfather, now went into the church and in 1856 became the first 
incumbent of the new St John’s at Mansfield. 

1861 Census. St John’s Street, Mansfield, The Parsonage House.  John Thomas Brameld, 43, Incumbent of 
St John’s, born Wath Upon Deane; Anne Brameld, 50, born Claverly, Shropshire; Richard E Brameld, son, 
17, Bank Clerk, born Middlesex, St James; Mary Isabel, 15, Middlesex, St James; Herbert F N, 14, 
Middlesex, St James; Godfrey S, 12, Middlesex, St James. 

In 1866 He was to cause a scandal by leaving his wife and 4 children and eloping with his childrens’ 
Governess, Catherine Jane (Kate) Paulson. 

1851 Census, 238 West Gate, Mansfield, Notts. William Heywood Paulson, 45, Surgeon; Ann Paulson, 39; 
Catherine Jane Paulson, 13, scholar at home, born 20/1/1838. 

1861 Census; Woodhouse Road, Mansfield.  Ann Paulson 49, widow, born Kirkby; Catherine J Paulson, 23, 
born Mansfield; Edith Paulson, 15, born Mansfield.  

William Heywood Paulson died 13/8/1857 at Mansfield aged 52.   

A report in the Sheffield Daily Telegraph, 29/9/1866 stated that the couple left on Monday September 17 
taking the train to Trent and then Leeds.  Catherine Paulson was described as being 29 and as a lady from 
a highly respectable family whose late father was a surgeon in Mansfield.  A cheque for £230 was sent 
signed by Catherine to cover the Vicar’s debts. Catherine was further described as having considerable 
property in her own right and her mother as an invalid.  Mr Brameld was married with 4 children and had 
consequently left his wife in a destitute condition.  The lady had been a very zealous member of the 
Reverend’s congregation for the last 6 to 7 years and for some time a close intimacy had been noted 
between them.  She wrote to her mother that it wasn’t premeditated but a rash influence.”   

After laying a false trail to Australia they moved to Scotland and changed their names to Grey.  Kate had 
a child, Florence in 1875 (she died in 1894) and John and Kate married in 1888 three months after John’s 
wife Annie’s death.  He died of pulmonary TB and the 1891 Census states he was then paralysed. 

Laura’s mother, Sarah Marian Brameld died 4th Quarter 1931 aged 77, registered Nottingham; in 1911 she 
was at 18 Forrest Road, Nottingham with her Bank Clerk Son, Arthur aged 28.   

  



BREWER, ELLA KATE   

1901 Census, Walthamstow.  George Henry Brewer, 42, Secretary to Limited Company, born Crowcombe; 
Ruth Brewer, 41, born Stevenage, Herts; Constance M Brewer, 16, born Chelsea; Ella K Brewer, 6, born 
Walthamstow, Essex. 

Ella’s birth registered 4th Quarter 1894, West Ham, Essex.  Mother’s Maiden Surname Bygrave, baptised 
11/12/1894 at Walthamstow.  Father, George Henry Brewer, 22 Blackhorse Road, Company’s Accountant.   

10/5/1883 at St Luke’s Chelsea, George Henry Brewer second son of William Brewer of Wood Advent, 
Washford, Somerset, to Ruth the adopted child of the late John Langdon of Elm Park Road, Chelsea (he 
was buried 24/12/1880).  

1881 Census: 13 Elm Park Road, Chelsea.  Alice Langdon, Widow, 57, private income, born Stevenage 
(buried 31/7/1883); Ruth Bygrave Langdon, single, 21, born Stevenage, no occupation. 

1911 Census: Ella Brewer was at Athelstan School, Shorncliffe Road, Folkestone, aged 16, a pupil.   

The school was in existence 1896 to 1944 and was described as; “a high class home school for daughters 
of gentlemen; Principles the Misses Smith; pupils are successfully prepared for the Oxford and Cambridge 
Local, Royal Academy, Trinity etc.  Resident French and German Governesses”. 

1911 Census: 33 Chardmore Road, Upper Clapton, London.  George Henry Brewer, 52, retired Company 
Secretary, born Crowcombe.  Ruth Brewer, married 27 years, born Stevenage; Constance Mary Brewer, 
26, single, born Chelsea. 

11/12/1912 Constance M Brewer married Ernest James Auburn Webster, St Matthew’s Upper Clapton. 

15/5/1925 Mr George Henry Brewer, of “Conella” Alexandra Road, Minehead, formerly of 33 Chardmore 
Road, Clapton, and of The Parks, Minehead, died 25/2/1925.   

Kelly’s Guide 1919 lists George Henry Brewer, 16 The Parks, Minehead.  

1939 Register, 7 Alexandra Road, Minehead.  Ruth Brewer, born 21/5/1859, widow, private means; Ella 
Kate Brewer, born 9/10/1894, spinster, private means. 

Ella Kate Brewer of “Conella”, 7 Alexandra Road, Minehead, spinster, died 8/11/1941 at Minehead and 
West Somerset Hospital.  Administration to Constance Mary Webster (wife of Ernest James Auburn 
Webster)   

VAD card transcription: “address The Parks, Minehead; Orderly from December 1915 to September 1918; 
Secretarial duties at Red Cross Hospital, Minehead;  part time 6000 hours 

  



BRISTOW,WHISTON   

Whiston Bristow was Headmaster of the Diocesan School Minehead.  An advertisement from a 
contemporary newspaper dated 9/4/1846 read: “Dunster Deanery Classical and Commercial School 
Minehead, in connection with The Bath and Wells Diocesan Board of Education; Headmaster Mr Whiston 
Bristow who was for many years Headmaster at the Hitchin School Herts; the object of the school is to 
give a sound, useful and comprehensive education based strictly on the religious principles of the Church 
of England; the school will reopen on Old Lady Day.” 

The 1851 Census for Bampton Street Minehead gives the following information: Whiston Bristow, 60, 
Schoolmaster, born Pentonville.  Judith Bristow, 46 born Jamaica.  Maria M Bristow, 26, born Hitchin.  
Whiston L Bristow, 20, student, St Augustine’s Canterbury, born Hitchin.  Isabella M Bristow, sister, 52, 
born Finsbury.  Anna C McCleary, sister in law, 39, born Jamaica.  Plus 16 pupils. 

He married Judith McCleary 1823. 

Whiston Bristow formerly of Minehead, late of Froxfield, Wiltshire died 25/2/1860.  The Taunton Courier 
of 7/3/1860 announced: “It is with sincere regret that we have to record the death of Whiston Bristow 
(69), late Headmaster of the Diocesan School Minehead, which took place at Froxfield near Hungerford 
on the 25th ult.  Being a resident for the last fourteen years at Minehead he was respected by all.  His 
death occurred from an apoplectic seizure only a few hours after that of his only and fondly attached 
sister who expired at Minehead.”.  (Maria Sarah aged 62).   

  



BROWNE, THOMAS PULSFORD  

Thomas Pulsford Browne died at his home in Bampton Street, Minehead on 14/12/1869.  The West 
Somerset Free Press referred to him as “Our local aged philanthropist”.  He was in his eighty first year.   

Born in Dulverton c 1791 the son of Samuel and Elizabeth Browne  He attended Blundell’s School, Tiverton, 
aged 12 in February 1803 and left 29/9/1805.  He married Jane Pine at Bridgwater 25/4/1821 and in 1841 
was living in King’s Square Bridgwater.  Jane Browne died 10/1/1848 and was buried in Wembdon Road 
Cemetery Bridgwater aged 67/8.  By 1851 Thomas Browne was a resident of Bampton Street, Minehead, 
widower, 60, Landed Proprietor.  In 1861 he was still in Bampton Street, aged 70 but this time described 
as a Retired Draper, living with three servants.  The West Somerset Free Press of December 1869 stated 
that he had moved to Minehead for his health and had lived there for twenty years.   

In paying tribute to him the WSFP stated: “His chief delight was in usefulness and kindness to the poor, 
towards whom his affection never tired and he evidently considered and looked upon every widow to be 
his wife and every orphan and child as his own.  His pleasure was in doing good.  His charities were 
numerous.”.   

Townspeople gathered outside his house in Bampton Street and accompanied his remains a short way 
out of town as they left for burial alongside his wife in Wembdon Road Cemetery, Bridgwater.   

He had a brother Augustus Pulsford Browne who died in 1875 at Batheaston.  His father Samuel died 
16/9/1842 at Dulverton, aged 88, and his mother Elizabeth two years later.    

  



BRUFORD, WILLIAM 

Died 26/10/1916.  Deckhand on HM Trawler “Lord Roberts”.  RNR 5276DA.  Aged 38, son of Henry and 
Jane Bruford of Watchet.  Husband of Mary Elizabeth Bruford of 5 Brookdale Terrace, Teignmouth.  
Commemorated on Plymouth Naval Memorial.   

Sunk by a mine, laid by submarine UC 11, six miles off Shipwash Light Vessel, North Sea, approximately 
opposite Orfordness, Suffolk, The Lord Roberts was  293 gross tons, a hired navy trawler.  9 persons lost.  
During her long career of patrol work in the Harwich area she went to the assistance of many mined ships.  
Converted to mine sweeping.   

1881 Census for West Street, St Decumans, Watchet, Mary Pittaway wife, 28, born Watchet, Head; Flora, 
daughter, 2; Jane Bruford, sister, 36, born Watchet; William Bruford, nephew, 3, born Watchet; Mary 
Bruford, niece, 5.  

William’s birth was registered third quarter 1878.   

The 1911 Census shows that William was a Seaman.  Taken at Lyme Regis he is listed as being 32, 
Mate/Crew, born Watchet.   

He is listed on the Teignmouth War Memorial – The Great War Memorial Window, St James the Less 
Church, West Teignmouth, husband of Mary Elizabeth (nee Pile).   

 

  



BRYANT, WALTER 

Sapper 146764 93rd Field Company Royal Engineers.  Died 28/5/1918 aged 32 son of Mr George and Mrs 
Mary Ann Bryant of Periton, Minehead.  Commemorated at Knightsbridge Cemetery, Mesnil-Martinsart, 
Somme.   

Birth registered third quarter 1886, baptised 20/7/1886, father George a Shoemaker.  The 1891 Census 
gives the family residence as Periton Cottage, Woodcombe.  George was 38 as was Mary Ann.  Walter was 
4 and had two brothers, Charles, 8 and Frederick, 10.  in 1901 Walter was working as a Groom at Periton 
Hall, and by 1911, still at Periton, Walter aged 24 was described as a Carpenter as was his 28 year old 
brother Charles.  His father George, 58, was a Coal Dealer and his mother also 58 was born at Bratton.   

Probate records have the following:  Walter Bryant of Periton Minehead, Sapper Royal Engineers, died 
28/5/1918 in France on active service.  Administration to George Bryant, Coal Dealer. 

In May 1918, 93rd Field Company was in the vicinity of Forceville and Acheux (also Mailly-Maillet).  The 
War Diary records that on the 28th of May one Other Rank was killed.   

 

  



BURGESS, REGINALD 

Private 17562, 7th Battalion Somerset Light Infantry.  Died of wounds 22/5/1916 at 23rd General Hospital 
Etaples and buried in Etaples Military Cemetery.   

His birth was registered first quarter 1892 and he was baptised 20/12/1891 Luccombe.  His father William 
was an Invalided Metropolitan Police Officer, born Porlock c1866.   

The 1901 Census shows the family living at 15 Phillips Row, Minehead.  The full household was: Mary J 
Burgess, 38, Char Woman born Timberscombe, Herbert W Burgess, 14, Gardener’s Apprentice, born 
Chelsea, London, Ernest R Burgess, 13, Errand Boy, born Westminster, London, Reginald Burgess, 9, born 
Luccombe, Anne Clatworthy, 68 Mother, born Selworthy. 

By 1911 they had moved to 91 Bampton Street, Minehead.  Mary Jane was a widow and working as a 
Charwoman aged 47 whilst Reginald was 19 and a Grocer’s Assistant.   

On 19/5/1916 7 SLI returned to the front at Ypres.  They were occupying positions two miles East of Ypres, 
Potijze Wood.  On 20th May the enemy raided the trenches and the Battalion suffered 1 killed and 24 
wounded.  The Battalion was relieved on the 24th May.  Reginald was probably one of the wounded in the 
attack and subsequently died of wounds.   

 

  



BURGESS,JOHN   

John Burgess baptised Porlock 30/1/1859.  Father, John (1825-1909).   

Free Methodist Chapel Bedminster, 2/10/1880. John Burgess 22, Mason, 7 Langton Crescent, Bedminster, 
married Mary Jane Floyd 21 Spinster 7 Langton Crescent.  

1881 Census: 7 Langton Crescent, Bedminster.  John Burgess, 22, Mason, born Porlock.  Mary Jane 
Burgess, 20, born Porlock. 

1891 Census: 8 Station Cottages, Minehead.  John Burgess, 32, Mason, born Porlock.  Mary Jane Burgess, 
30, born Bossington.  Sidney John Burgess, 9, born Bossington.  William A Burgess, 3, born Minehead. 

1901 Census: 6 Station Cottages, Minehead.  John Burgess, 42, Builder and Contractor, born Porlock.  Mary 
Jane, 40, born Bossington.  Sidney John Burgess, 19, Carpenter/Journeyman, born Bossington.  William 
Arthur, 13, born Minehead.   

1911 Census: 1 Tregonwell Road, Minehead.  John Burgess, 51, Builder Contractor, born Porlock.  Mary 
Jane, 50, married 30 years, born Bossington.  William Arthur, 23, working at home in the business, born 
Minehead.  Alice Gertrude Floyd, niece, 20, born Bossington. 

The Masonic Hall, Bancks St, built 1896, John Burgess Builder/Contractor, Architect: F W Roberts. 

24/1/1934 Minehead Builder’s Will; Mr John Burgess JP of Tregonwell House, Tregonwell Road, Builder 
who died 12/7/1933 left £18691.  Widow, Mary Jane Burgess; Sons Sidney John Burgess and William 
Arthur Burgess both builders of Minehead.  The Testator left his premises “Belle Vue” and “Pendine”, 
Glenmore Road, Minehead to S J Burgess; his premises “Edgehill” Ponsford Road, Minehead to W A 
Burgess; his interest in John Burgess & Sons to his sons in equal shares; residue to his wife.   

29/9/1950 Mrs Mary Jane Burgess of 1 Tregonwell Road, widow of John Burgess, Founder of Messrs John 
Burgess & Sons, a member and for 17 years Chairman, of Minehead UDC, died 28/2/1950 aged 89.   



BURGESS, REGINALD 

Private 17562, 7th Battalion Somerset Light Infantry.  Died of wounds 22/5/1916 at 23rd General Hospital 
Etaples and buried in Etaples Military Cemetery.   

His birth was registered first quarter 1892 and he was baptised 20/12/1891 Luccombe.  His father William 
was an Invalided Metropolitan Police Officer, born Porlock c1866.   

The 1901 Census shows the family living at 15 Phillips Row, Minehead.  The full household was: Mary J 
Burgess, 38, Char Woman born Timberscombe, Herbert W Burgess, 14, Gardener’s Apprentice, born 
Chelsea, London, Ernest R Burgess, 13, Errand Boy, born Westminster, London, Reginald Burgess, 9, born 
Luccombe, Anne Clatworthy, 68 Mother, born Selworthy. 

By 1911 they had moved to 91 Bampton Street, Minehead.  Mary Jane was a widow and working as a 
Charwoman aged 47 whilst Reginald was 19 and a Grocer’s Assistant.  

On 19/5/1916 7 SLI returned to the front at Ypres.  They were occupying positions two miles East of Ypres, 
Potijze Wood.  On 20th May the enemy raided the trenches and the Battalion suffered 1 killed and 24 
wounded.  The Battalion was relieved on the 24th May.  Reginald was probably one of the wounded in the 
attack and subsequently died of wounds.   

  



BURKE, LORNA and CROSS,  CHARLES  PHILIP WOODROW 

Lt died 10/4/1940, aged 26, HMS Hardy, Royal Navy.  Son of Charles Frederick and Tempe Susan Cross 
(formerly resided at The Hermitage, Totland Bay, Isle of Wight); husband of Lorna Francesca Elizabeth 
Geraldine Cross of Minehead.    Commemorated Plymouth Naval Memorial.   

1939 Register.  The Parks House, The Parks, Minehead.  Cross Lorna F E G, born 6/4/1911 married of 
private means.  Dennis J Burke, born 4/9/1886, Retired Major and Chemical Manufacturer.  Mary C F 
Burke, born 6/7/1880. 

Lorna F E G Burke married Charles P W Cross, 2nd Quarter 1937 registered Kensington (married 1/5/1937 
at Brompton Oratory).   

From Births, Deaths and Marriages Column: “Cross on October 30 1940 at the Minehead and West 
Somerset Hospital to Geraldine wife of the late Lt Charles P W Cross RN killed in action HMS Hardy April 
1940.” 

Lorna Francesca E  G Cross of Port House, St James St, Yarmouth, Isle of Wight, died 24/10/1985. 

Charles P W Cross, born 4th Quarter 1913, registered Paddington, Mother’s maiden surname, Forsyth,  

Lorna F E G Burke, birth registered 2nd Quarter 1911, Williton. 

1911 Census, Irnham Lodge, Minehead.  Frank Charles Clifford, 54, Widower, private means, born 
Wellington, New Zealand.  Dennis J Burke, 24, Visitor, born Dundrum , Co Dublin, Lieutenant, Duke of 
Corwall’s Light Infantry 3rd Battalion.  Lorna Burke, 22, Visitor, born Leigh, Worcestershire, married under 
one year.   

Dennis J Burke married Mary Lorna Frances McKean April 1910, Kensington.  

There is a plaque in St Laurence Church, Seale, Surrey which reads: “In memory of Charles Philip Woodrow 
Cross, Lieutenant RN, son of Mr and Mrs Charles F Cross of David’s Vere Seale.  Killed in Action in HMS 
Hardy at Narvik 10 April 1940 aged 26”.   

HMS Hardy was the Flagship of the 2nd Destroyer Flotilla of the Home Fleet in Scarpa Flow.  She was 
commissioned in December 1936.  The Admiralty ordered the Captain Warburton-Lee to attack German 
shipping in Narvik.  On the morning of April 10 Hardy led four other destroyers down Ofotfjord in a surprise 
dawn attack on Narvik Harbour during a blinding snow storm.  A torpedo from Hardy blew the stern off 
the German Flagship killing the German Flotilla Commander.  Another torpedo hit a Merchant Ship.  After 
regrouping, Warburton Lee led another attack on the Harbour but inflicted little damage due to poor 
visibility. 

As the British Destroyers completed their second attack they were engaged by three more German 
Destroyers.  Hardy was hit various times including the Ship’s Bridge, mortally wounding Warburton Lee 
and killing or wounding all other officers on the Bridge at the time except Paymaster Lieutenant G H 
Stanning.  He eventually managed to run the ship aground at Vidrek.  Hardy was lifted off the Beach at 
High Tide and drifted to the Head of Skjomen Fjord where she capsized in shallow waters.  The wreck was 
still visible as late as 1963.  Warburton Lee was posthumously awarded the VC.   

  



BURNETT, FRED 

Private 13434 10th (Service) Battalion, Devonshire Regiment.  Died 10/2/1917 Salonika.  Son of William 
Reed Burnett and Sarah Jane Burnett of “Glenleigh”, Irnham Road, Minehead.  Commemorated on Doiran 
Memorial, North Greece, close to the Macedonian border, and near to the South East shore of Lake 
Doiran.  In 1911 Fred’s family were inhabiting 47 Quay Street, Minehead.  The Head of the Family, William 
Reed Burnett was 53, a Sailor, born Minehead.  His wife Sarah Jane was 49 and also born Minehead.  Fred 
Burnett was 20 and a Jobbing Gardener, born Minehead.  He had two elder brothers, William Henry, 24, 
also a Jobbing Gardener, and Thomas John, 22, a Tailor, both born Minehead.  There was also a younger 
sister, Sarah Jane, 19. 

Fred was baptised 12/6/1891 and his birth registered second quarter 1891. 

The 10thDevonshires arrived in Salonika 21/11/1915.  In July 1916 they arrived at the front line near Doiran 
close to the Bulgarian position at Petit Couronne.  To invade and neutralise Bulgaria the Allies would have 
to breach the Bulgar Front Line. 

On the night of 10/2/1917 the 10th attempted to do this by launching an unsuccessful attack on Petit 
Couronne perched high above a rocky ravine.  They met fierce resistance and ran out of ammunition.  
Their casualties were 150 and they were forced to withdraw.   

 

  



BURNS , FRANK DENNIS 

Died 7/11/1940 aged 67 Civilian War Dead.  Son of William and Ellen Burns of Minehead; husband of E J 
Burns, 36 Wandle Street (sic) ; died at “The Cricketers” West Street, Croydon. 

In 1901 he was 28 a Police Officer living in Croydon, born Minehead.   

Frank Dennis Burns  born Minehead 17/1/1873; resident 36 Wandle Road, Retired Police Officer, 
Commissionaire, Grand Theatre.  Killed by enemy action 1/11/1940, buried Mitcham Cemetery.  

Baptised 16/2/1873; Frank Dennis son of William and Ellen living in Minehead, a Coastguard. 

Frank (25) married Elizabeth Jane Dance 17/10/1898, Croydon.   

Retired from the Police Force September 1920, with a pension of £165.4s.8d; “W” or “Clapham Division” 
served 26 years 4 days.  Age on resignation 47.  Born Minehead 18/1/1873. 

Joined Metropolitan Police 3/9/1894 living at 66 Frith Road, Croydon.   

  



BUSHEN,  RONALD  CHARLES  JAMES 

Lt/JX 242112  Royal Naval Patrol Service, HMS Ullswater, born 21/5/1912, Minehead, died 19/11/1942 at 
sea.   

1939 Register 25 Quay Street, William E Bushen born 5/9/1880 Council Labourer.  Ellen Bushen, born 
15/10/1879, Ronald C J Bushen born 21/5/1912, Heavy Transport Driver.   

Father William Edwin Bushen, mother Ellen BastenBushen. 

Died aged 30, HM Trawler Ullswater, Royal Naval Patrol Service.  Son of William Edwin and Helen (sic) 
Bushen of Minehead.  Commemorated on the Lowestoft Naval Memorial which commemorates 2004 men 
of the Royal Navy Patrol Service who have no known grave but the sea.   

HMS Ullswater was sunk by German E boats whilst defending Convoy PW250 19/11/1942.  Birgitte, Lab 
and Yew Forest were also sunk.   

Ullswater was built as KOS XX1X and bought by the Royal Navy in 1939 and armed with 12 pounder gun. 

A little after midnight 19/11/1942 the Convoy was close to Eddystone Lighthouse when attacked by a pack 
of fast moving Eboats (Schnellboote).  The cargo ships were bound for South Wales.  34 of the 35 member 
crew were killed.   

  



BUSHEN,  ROLAND  JOHN 

T/171176 died 26/7/1944 aged 27, a driver in the Royal Army Service Corps.  Son of James Fry Bushen and 
Jane Anne of Minehead: husband of Avice Margaret Bushen of Minehead.  Commemorated Rome War 
Cemetery.  He belonged to 345 General Transport Company RASC. 

1939 Register, 33 Hayfield Road, Minehead. Roland J Bushen born 2/2/1917 Coach Driver, unemployed.  
Avis M Bushen (Rawle) born 2/11/1916, Janet M Bushen born 3/9/1939 under school age.  

 R J Bushen married Avis M Phillips registered 2nd quarter 1939 

1911 the family lived at 7 Quay Street.  

James Fry Bushen aged 37, born Minehead a Sailor (died 1936).  Jane Ann Bushen, 36, born Roadwater 
(died 1939).   

 

  



BUTLER, FRANCIS NEWCOME   

WSFP: 16/8/1890: “Headmaster F N Butler MA, St Johns College Oxford (late Assistant Master at Dean 
College Memorial School, Cheltenham).  Boarders are received and arrangements for their comfort are 
under the personal supervision of Miss Butler.  Boys from a distance can dine at the school if desired.  
Boys are prepared for the Oxford and Cambridge Locals and other examinations, or for the universities.  
So far as possible each boy’s course of study is directed to fit him for the particular business or profession 
that he intends to follow.  Minehead possesses a mild but not relaxing climate and sanitary arrangements 
of the town are excellent.  Prospectus on application to F N Butler, The Avenue, Minehead.  Holiday 
address:  F N Butler, Markfield Rectory, Leicestershire.” 

WSFP 10/5/1890 “This school was opened on Thursday May 8 in The Avenue.” 

1891 Census: 29 The Avenue, Minehead.  Caroline M E Butler, 33, Housekeeper, born Penn, Bucks.  
Elizabeth Doble, 24, servant 

WSFP 18/4/1891: “Butler – Horsman: April 8 at The Cathedral Ripon by the Rev Cannon Waugh, Francis 
Newcome Butler MA, St Johns College, Oxford of Minehead, fifth son of the Rev A S Butler, Rector of 
Markfield, Leicestershire to Edith Mary only daughter of the late John Horsman of Hillside House, Ripon.   

14/1/1892 “Butler: At 29 The Avenue, Minehead the wife of Francis Newcome Butler MA, of a son.  

1897 Kelly’s Guide: Francis Butler, High School for Boys, Townsend House. 

1901 Census:  Townsend House, Minehead.  Francis N Butler, 41, Schoolmaster born Pennstreet, Bucks 
(Amersham).  Edith M Butler, 41, born Tanfield Yorkshire.  Ormond Alfred Butler, 9, born Minehead.  
Charles James Newcome Butler, 6, born Minehead. Shan Brook Butler, 5, born Minehead.  Aillene Butler, 
2, born Ripon.  

WSFP 20/8/1904: “Gone to Weston Super Mare for Holidays – pneumonia”.  “Mr Butler came to 
Minehead 14 years ago and has done good educational work in the town being a ripe scholar and an 
excellent teacher, aged 44”.   

Francis Newcome Butler of Townsend House, Minehead, died 14/8/1904 Weston Super Mare, Edith Mary 
Butler, widow.   

  



CANE,  ARTHUR  JAMES  

Gunner 1083136, died 19/7/1941.  563 Coast Regiment Royal Artillery, buried Minehead Cemetery aged 
27.  Born 16/3/1914, Father Walter George Cane, Mother Ada Cane (Pickford). 

1911 Census, 9 Middle Street, Minehead, Walter George Cane aged 23. 

Walter George Cane 26 (Sadler) married Ada Pickford , 22, 30/10/1912 Minehead.   

1939 Register 11 Woodcombe, Walter G Cane born 13/7/1887 Mason’s Labourer, Ada Cane, born 
25/9/1889. 

1939 Register 26 Fownes Road, Minehead, Arthur J Cane born 16/3/1914 Hotel Gardener, Irene Cane born 
20/9/1916 (later Fletcher).   

Arthur J Cane married Irene Betts 4th Quarter 1938, registered Exmoor.  His death was registered 3rd 
Quarter 1941, Taunton. 

He was posted to Coastal Defence AA  on 15/10/1940.   

CANE, HAROLD 

Ordinary Seaman J/32577 (DEV).  Died 14/11/1917 aged 19 HMS Iron Duke, son of Mary Ann Cane of 5 
Church Steps, Minehead and the late Henry John Cane.  Buried in Minehead Cemetery.  He is on Training 
Ship “Mercury” Roll of Honour 1914-18.  The given details are: Cane 1273; Harold Cane joined the Royal 
Navy 1914 at HMS Impregnable, and was an Ordinary Seaman in the Battle Ship Iron Duke when he died 
14/11/17 and was buried in Minehead Cemetery.  

“Mercury” was both a school and a training ship where boys were prepared for life at sea where conditions 
were hard and harsh.  Located at Hamble near Southampton.  Consisted of a substantial shore based 
school with a dormitory ship moored nearby in the River Hamble.   

HMS Impregnable was the Boy Seaman Training Establishment at Devonport.   

Harold Cane was born 10/8/1898 and baptised 16/9/1898.  In 1911 the family’s home was 3 Church Steps, 
Minehead.  Harold was 12 and his parents were Henry John Cane, 41, born Minehead and a 
Builder/Mason, and Mary Ann Cane, 40 born Queenstown, Cork, Ireland.  Other siblings at this time were 
Henry John Cane, 17, a Mason’s Labourer, born Cove of Cork; James Cane, 14, Sarah Ann, 8, Ernest, 7, 
Nora, 4 and Florence 10 months, all born Minehead.  

Harold Cane was invalided from the Navy on 9/8/1916 and died from Tuberculosis of the Lungs.   

CANE, HENRY JOHN 

Private 13957 7th Battalion C Company Somerset Light Infantry.  Died aged 22, 3/9/1916 and 
commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial.  The brother of Harold Cane (see previous entry).   

Birthplace listed as Hadda, Queenstown, Cork, and also Cove of Cork.  Cobh known as Queenstown 1849-
1920.  Cobh is a Gaelicisation of the English name Cove.  First called Cove of Cork 1750.   

Killed in the Battle of Guillemont 3/9/1916.  Battalion attacked at noon.  At the end of the day there were 
127 casualties.  1 Officer and 15 Other Ranks killed including Private Harry Cane (see page 88 “Forged by 
Fire”, Moorhouse). 

  



CHALLIS, AUSTIN JUBILEE 

Driver 183762 attached to 15th Mountain Battery Royal Field Artillery.  A Driver was a soldier trained in 
the management and use of horses; the 6 horses drawing the gun or wagon were driven by 3 drivers.  
Died 25/5/1918, buried Amara War Cemetery, Iraq.  Amara is a town on the left bank of the Tigris, some 
520 kilometres from the sea.  It was occupied by the Mesopotamian Expeditionary Force on 3/6/1915 and 
immediately became a Hospital Centre.  In April 1917 seven general hospitals and smaller units were 
located there.   

Austin Jubilee Challis was born at Roxwell, Essex, 19/6/1887 (White Roading), the fifth child of James and 
Alice Challis who had married at Roxwell Parish Church, 19/5/1881.  James was 27 and a Farm Bailiff, she 
was 23.   

In 1911 Austin was 22 and working as a Groom at Northfield Stables, Minehead.  The Probate Records 
show that he was lodging/living at 10 Station Terrace, Minehead, and that Probate was granted to Dorothy 
Alice Crocker, Spinster.  Also in Soldiers Effects Records the sole legatee was Dorothy Alice Crocker.  The 
1911 Census shows her living at 10 Station Cottages, Minehead, aged 17 and a Shop Assistant (Born 
Minehead, birth registered third quarter 1893).   

Austin most likely died from disease at Amara.  

  



CHAMBERLAIN, REGINALD JAMES  

Private 201927 1st/4th (Territorial) Battalion Hampshire Regiment; formerly 4235 Somerset Light Infantry.  
Died aged 20, 4/2/1917, killed in action Mesopotamia.  Commemorated Basra Memorial, Iraq.  Son of 
James and Louisa Mary Chamberlain of Lower Moor Cottage, Higher Town, Minehead.   

In February 1917 1st/4th Hants were part of 36 Brigade in the 14th Indian Division.  From 25th January to 5th 
February 1917 they were attempting to clear the Turks from their trench network in the Hai Salient.  A 
costly attempt was made on February 2nd to drive the Turks from the site which failed; a further 
unsuccessful attempt was made on February 3rd.   

Reginald was born Minehead second quarter 1898 and baptised 6/5/1898.  The 1901 Census for Higher 
Town, Minehead, shows Reginald aged 3, Father James, 30, born Doniford, mother Louisa, 29, born 
Bampton, along with five other siblings.  The 1911 Census lists the family home as Lower Moor Cottage, 
Minehead with James and Louisa having been married for 20 years and having had 9 children.   

  



CHANT,  CYRIL  DINHAM 

Pilot Officer (Observer) 73124 RAF VR died 24/6/1942 aged 26.  Son of Thomas William and Lilian Annie 
Chant of Minehead (MSC London).  Buried Minehead Cemetery, also on Alcombe Memorial. 

73124 Pilot Officer, Observer, Cyril Dinham Chant RAFVR.  Vicker’s Wellington Bomber L7891 of 23 
Operational Training Unit took off from RAF Pershore for a cross country training exercise.  The aircraft 
dived from 3000 feet and crashed as a consequence of the dinghy breaking from its stowage and fouling 
the controls, at Tiddington, Oxfordshire, killing all five crew.  The plane had taken off at 16.55 hours and 
crashed at 18.35 hours.  The main impact point of the crash today is Waterstock golf club.  

Western Morning News 1/7/1942 “School Tribute: Pilot Officer Buried at Minehead”.  “As a tribute to the 
first captain of their school, Minehead County School Flight of the ATC, under Flying Officer A J Trayburn, 
yesterday provided a Guard of Honour at the funeral of Pilot Officer Cyril Dinham Chant, 26, son of Mr T 
W Chant, Headmaster of Minehead Council Boys School, and Mrs Chant. 

Pilot Officer Chant who was killed in an accident last week was one of the original pupils of the County 
School.  He entered the University College of the South West where he gained an Honours Degree as BSc, 
obtaining a Mastership of Science of London University in the following year.  After a short spell of 
teaching he joined the RAF as an Education Officer but some months ago volunteered for flying duties.  
He had just completed his training as an Observer. 

The funeral, largely attended, was conducted by Vicar, Rev G E Knapp-Fisher and the coffin draped with 
the Union Flag was escorted by the ATC both to St Andrews Church and the Cemetery.”. 

Thomas William Chant married Lilian Annie Reed, Newport, Monmouthshire, 3/8/1912. 

Cyril Dinham Chant born 7/2/1916 at Waterrow, Chipstable, Wiveliscombe.   

Cyril Dinham Chant of 42 Paganel Road, Minehead, died 24/6/1942 at Waterstock, Oxford, Probate to 
Thomas William Chant, School Master also 42 Paganel Road. C D Chant’s death was registered September 
1942 Ploughley, Oxfordshire. 

Lilian Annie Chant died March 1923 (born 1886) aged 37. 

Thomas William Chant married 2nd Quarter 1926 registered Williton Florence M Norman. 

In 1939 Florence Mary Chant and Thomas William were living at 42 Paganal Road, she was a School 
Mistress. 

1911 Census Chipstable, Wiveliscombe.  T W Chant 24, Widower, Head Teacher, born Hull, East Yorkshire 
(3rd Quarter 1886). 

Thomas William Chant attested at Minehead December 1915, aged 29 a School Master of Alcombe, 
children were Cyril Dinham born 7/2/1916, Maurice Dinham born 19/3/1914, Ursula Dinham born 
19/12/1917.  He served in the RAMC in East Africa. 

Thomas William Chant of 35 Metropole Court, Minehead, died 4/10/1964. 

Florence Mary Chant (29/11/1900 to 9/5/1994) of Wyndham House, Martlet Road, Minehead. 

 

  



CHAPMAN, EDGAR GEORGE 

Private 126654 Canadian Infantry.  Died 8/9/1916.  87th Battalion, Canadian Grenadier Guards.  Buried 
Renninghelst New Military Cemetery, Belgium. 

Born 21/1/1893, father George Chapman, Old School House, Alcombe, occupation Farm Labourer.  
Attested 21/9/1915 aged 22 years 8 months at London, Ontario. The  87th Battalion Canadian Infantry 
embarked Halifax 1/4/1916 and disembarked Liverpool 11/4/1916 aboard HM/SS Olympic.  With the 87th 
at Oxney Camp 4/6/1916 then Branshott Camp 5/6/1916.  Proceeded for overseas service 11/8/1916 and 
disembarked Le Havre 12/8/1916.  Killed in action, died of wounds 12th Canadian Field Hospital 8/9/1916.  
War Diary of 87th Battalion (Grenadier Guards) records: Left section Vormezeele trenches 8/9/1916.  
126654 E G Chapman B Company killed in action.   

Birth registered first quarter 1893 Williton and baptised 10/3/1893 Minehead.  In 1901 George Chapman 
his father was 44 and a widower, Edgar was 8 and both were visitors at the house of George Everleigh.  In 
1911 Edgar was 18 and a Cowman on the farm of Herbert Pile, West Withy Farm, Upton, Wiveliscombe.   

  



CHAPMAN, WILLIAM 

Corporal 1816 1st/5th Battalion Somerset Light Infantry.  Died 2/5/1915 aged 23 and buried at Ambala, 
India.  Son of Samuel and Charlotte Chapman, Periton, Minehead.  Towards the end of September 1914 
the whole of the Wessex Division of which 1st/5th Somersets formed a part received its orders to proceed 
to India.  Left Southampton October 9th and arrived Bombay November 9th.  C Company stationed at 
Nagpur and rest of Battalion at Jubbulpore December 7th whole Battalion relocated to Ambala where 
William Chapman died of disease/illness.   

Baptised 25/3/1892 and birth registered second quarter of 1892.  In 1901 family at Woodcombe Cottages, 
10 Woodcombe, Minehead.  By 1911 their address was Periton, Minehead.  Samuel, father, 49 born 
Minehead; mother, Charlotte, 53, born Minehead.  They had been married 23 years and had three 
children, Edith, 20, William, 19,  a groom/gardener, and Alice 14.   

CHAPMAN , JOHN  

Fusilier 1117710 aged 32, 9th Battalion Royal Fusiliers, (City of London Regiment), died 13/9/1944.  Son of 
William and Ida Chapman.  Commemorated Coriano Ridge War Cemetery. 

Baptised 28/7/1912, Father William, Mother Ida, at Beggearn Huish.   

Birth registered 3rd Quarter 1912 at Williton, Mother’s maiden surname Goss. 

William Chapman married Ida Goss, November 1896 at Nettlecombe.   

Ida Chapman died 2nd Quarter 1942 registered Exmoor.   

1939 Register:  Huish Cottage, Washford.  William Chapman born 8/11/1865 Gardener.  Ida Chapman, 
born 25/2/1872.   

1939 Register: “Sangtor” Poundfield Road, Minehead.  John Chapman born 23/6/1912, Gardener.  
Dorothy Laing, born 6/9/1902 Widow.   

From “Always a Fusilier” by C Northcote Parkinson.  “At the River Mareno at midnight 4/5 September, the 
9th crossed the start line beginning what seemed a crazy advance over ground no one had reconnoitred 
and against an enemy there was no time to locate.  Having crossed a small riverlet and advanced 3000 
yards they approached the village of Croze where a hard fight took place resulting in many casualties.  
Four days later they were relieved and withdrew for a short rest.  On the 13th they were called forward 
again to take up a defensive position.  However, as they arrived they were heavily shelled causing forty 
casualties.   

Operation Olive was the plan to breach the Gothic Line and was put into effect 25 August 1944.  At first, 
successful but by the beginning of September the Germans were spoiling the advance.  The first and 
second battles for the Coriano and Gemmano Ridges and the village of Croze,  a mile north of the 
Gemmano Ridge (September 4th to 9th and September 12 to 21 1944)  involved some of the heaviest 
fighting the 8th Army had yet experienced.   

The 8th and 9th Royal Fusiliers landed at Taranto from Egypt and moved to Assisi 4th August.  They reached 
the vicinity of Urbino by the end of the month.  The Battalions moved to the battle area September 2nd, 
reaching the Start Line 3rd September and started the advance at 0300 next morning.  

  



CHAPPELL, SIDNEY CHARLES 

SP/2663 24th Battalion Royal Fusiliers (City of London) Regiment.  Died 31/7/1916.  Born New North Road, 
Islington, enlisted Exeter and commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial.   

The Probate Records give the following information: Sidney Charles Chappell of The Parade, Minehead, 
probate to William Charles Rawle, Grocer (Rawle & Co were grocers and drapers of The Parade and 
Bampton Street Minehead.). 

The Soldiers’ Effects Records show that his sole legatee was Miss Mildred A Langford.  The 1911 Census 
shows Mildred Annie Langford, 20 an Elementary School Teacher, County Council, born Wiveliscombe 
1890, a lodger at 32 Bampton Street, Minehead.  

Sidney was born 21/1/1891.  His father, Charles and mother Mary Anne lived at 128 New North Road, 
Islington and he was a Licensed Victualler.  In 1911 Sidney was 20, and an Assistant Grocer boarding at 9 
Berkley Avenue, Bishopston, Bristol.   

In July 1916 24th Fusiliers were in the area of Pernes-Corbie-Happy Valley-Bernafay Wood-Trones Wood 
and in the front line trenches from Delville Wood to Waterlot Farm.  

On 30/7/1916 at 4.52 C Company attacked the German trenches 600 yards East of Waterlot Farm.  The 
attack was unsuccessful as the wire was not cut and difficulty in maintaining direction was experienced.  
Of the 3 Officers and 114 Other Ranks who made the attack, 1 Officer (wounded) and 11 Other Ranks got 
back.  Sidney Chappell listed amongst the “missing” in the War Diary at the end of the July section, dated 
31/7/1916.   

 

  



CHARLTON, FANNY DORA   

Notts Guardian, Saturday 17/11/1894: “On Wednesday 14 November at the Oratory Brompton, Mr Frank 
Clifford youngest son of the late Sir Charles Clifford Baronet of Hatherton Hall Cannock and 51 Cromwell 
Houses London, SW and Miss Dora Charlton according to the rights of the Roman Catholic Church”.  Third 
daughter of the late Mr T B Charlton of Chilwell Hall and Mrs Charlton of 16 Bina Gardens, Kensington. 

1891 Census: Portland House, Dawlish.  Fanny D Charlton, 60, born Hurst, Berks.  Dora Charlton, daughter, 
single, 29 (sic) born Chilwell, Notts.   

Morning Post 9/6/1906: “June 6 1906 at Irnham Lodge, Minehead, Dora, wife of Frank Clifford and third 
daughter of the late Thomas B Charlton of Chilwell Hall, Notts.  Funeral at Attenborough Notts 5 p.m. 
Saturday.   

1901 Census:  Colleton Hall, Witheridge, South Molton.  T William Charlton, 44, farmer married, born 
Chilwell.  Fanny D Clifford, 46, sister, married born Chilwell. 

Fanny Dora Clifford died 2nd Quarter 1906 Williton. 

Fanny Dora Clifford of Irnham Lodge, Minehead, wife of Francis Clifford died 6/6/1906. Probate to Edward 
Henry Bearne Gentleman.   

WSFP:  Saturday 12/2/1910: “Local Law Case – A Piece of Old Lace- Minehead Defendant.”  “In the Kings 
Bench on Wednesday afternoon before Mr Justice Warrington the case of Amphlett versus Clifford.  The 
Plaintiff brought her action to recover a piece of old Irish Limerick Point Lace which had been left to her 
by her sister the wife of the defendant, Mr Francis Clifford of Irnham Lodge, Minehead.  The article was 
bought in 1863 by the Plaintiff’s father and given to his wife who in turn gave it to her daughter Mrs 
Clifford.  That lady died in 1906 and by a codicil in her will she left “a piece of old Irish broad white point 
lace” to the Plaintiff her sister.  The only lace the Defendant had was Antwerp Lace worth £3.5s; Lace as 
described was worth £20.5s.  Judgement was made to the Defendant with no costs.   

1911 Census: Irnham Lodge.  Frank Charles Clifford, 54, widower, private means, born Wellington, New 
Zealand.  Denis J Burke visitor, 24, married, Lieutenant 3rd Battalion Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry, born 
Dundrum, County Dublin.  Lorna Burke, visitor, 22, married (under 1 year), born Leigh, Worcestershire.  
(See Cross CPW in WW2 book).  

1891 Census: 51 Cromwell Houses, Cromwell Road, Kensington.  Sir Charles Clifford, 78 born Liverpool.  
Mary Anne Clifford, 73, born London.  Charles W Clifford, son, 36, widower, born Wellington, New 
Zealand.  Francis C Clifford, son, 34, born Wellington, New Zealand.  Charles Lewis Clifford, grandson, 5, 
born Wellington, New Zealand.   

WSFP, 5/8/1911: “Clifford – Mckean:   Frank Clifford of Irnham Lodge, Minehead, fourth son, and youngest 
of the late Sir Charles Clifford to Geraldine eldest daughter of the late Captain and Mrs Coventry of 
Sherridge Lode, Worcestershire. “ 

Francis Charles Clifford of The Parks, Minehead, died 15/9/1931, probate to Charles William Clifford and 
Gilbert William Coventry, £36392. 

Western Daily Press 19/9/1931: “Death of Somerset Big Game Hunter; sportsman who formerly resided 
in Gloucestershire”.  “The funeral took place yesterday at Porlock Cemetery of Mr Francis Charles Clifford, 
75, who died at his residence in Minehead where he went in 1926 from Stanshawe Court Gloucestershire 
(wife Geraldine died 5/4/1925 at Hacketty Way, Porlock; had previously lived at Irnham Lodge, see other 
notes). He was the youngest son of the late Sir Charles Clifford a member of an old Staffordshire family 



who became a New Zealand Pioneer.  Mr Francis Clifford was born in Wellington New Zealand but while 
a young man came to England where he devoted himself to a sporting career shooting hunting polo and 
racing.  He travelled very considerably and had spent long periods in Africa big game shooting.  A requiem 
mass at the Church of the Sacred Heart Minehead, preceeded the burial at Porlock.  Family mourners 
were:  Charles Clifford (brother), Major and Mrs Denis Burke (step son in law and step daughter).  In his 
will of £32753 he left £2000 to his groom Eli Bostfield of Minehead or £500 and the stables and cottage 
in Quirke Street.” 

9/6/1910 Burke – McKean: at The Oratory Brompton.  Mr Denis Burke son of the late Mr T H Burke of The 
Deer Park, County Kildare, was married to Miss Mary Lorna Frances McKean only daughter of Mrs McKean 
of Sherridge Lodge Worcester and granddaughter of the late Mr Coventry.   

THOMAS  WILLIAM CHARLTON 

Exeter and Plymouth Gazette 2/6/1898: “Marriage of Mr T Charlton and Miss M L De Behr.  At the Church 
of the Resurrection, Brussels, yesterday marriage of Mr T Charlton of Colleton Hall, North Devon the 
younger son of the late Mr T B Charlton of Chilwell Hall Notts and Miss Maud Louisa Tryphena Helene 
Marie De Behr only daughter of the late Baron De Behr and the Baroness of Brussels.   

He petitioned for divorce and the marriage to be annulled 1/2/1899 due to none non consummation of 
the marriage.  She denied all and said marriage had been consummated.  11/11/1899 Petition dismissed 
with costs.   

1911 Census: Colleton Hall, Rackenford, Tiverton.  Thomas William Charlton, Head, 54, married, 
Gentleman Farmer, born Chilwell Hall, Notts.  Mary Lucy Andrews, servant, single, 40, housekeeper.   

Thomas William Charlton of Coleton Hall, Witheridge, Devon died 14/8/1939, probate to Theordore Lovell 
De Behr, retired Bank Manager 

AMYE CHARLTON 

St James Gazette 18/2/1882:” Amphlett – Charlton.  At Attenborough Notts Edward G Barrister at Law 
son of Mr Edward Amphlett to Amye daughter of Mr Thomas B Charlton of Chilwell Hall Notts 7th Feb.” 

AmyeAmphlett of 3 Union Place, Worthing, widow, died 21/5/1938.  



CHIDGEY, HENRY   

Western Morning News: 19/7/1943: “Passing Of Mr Henry Chidgey”. “Minehead has lost one of its most 
familiar personalities by the death during the weekend of Mr Henry Chidgey Licensee of The Plume Of 
Feathers Hotel.  Mr Chidgey who was 73 years of age and had been in failing health for some time took 
over the license exactly 27 years ago to the day of his death.  He had been a licensee in Minehead for over 
40 years having been formerly Proprietor of The Pier Hotel and The Queens Hotel.  He was an original 
member of the North West Somerset Licenced Victuallers Association.   

Mr Chidgey was well known throughout the County principally because of his interest in sport which 
ranged from hunting to homing pigeons.  For years he rode with the Devon & Somerset Staghounds and 
other hacks in the area.  His presidencies included those of Minehead AFC and the Intermediate FC and 
the Homeing Society, Chairman of Directors of the Minehead Recreation Ground Company.  He had also 
been a Director of the Electric Supply Company.  He was a member of the Exmoor Masonic Lodge.  The 
funeral takes place at Minehead tomorrow.” 

1901 Census:  “The Bacchus” 14 Old Market Street, Bristol.  Henry Chidgey, 31, Licenced Victualler born 
Exford.  Louisa Chidgey, 23, born Swindon.  Henry Redvers Chidgey, 1, born Bristol.   

Henry Chidgey married Louisa Harper 2nd Quarter 1899.  

Chidgey – Harper.  June 6th at Bushy Park Wesleyan Chapel Totterdown Bristol, Henry Chidgey youngest 
son of Mrs C Escott of Exford to Louisa Harper, 2nd daughter of Mr and Mrs Harper Totterdown Bristol.   

6th December 1902 Licence of The Pier Hotel Minehead transferred to Mr Henry Chidgey of The Bacchus 
Hotel Bristol. 

In August 1906 Henry Chidgey was in charge of the Queens Head Hotel Minehead. 

1911 Census:  Queens Head Hotel, Minehead.  Henry Chidgey, 41, Licenced Victualler born Exford.  Louisa 
Chidgey, 33, born Swindon married 11 years 3 children.  Henry Redvers Chidgey, 11, born Bristol.  Cecil 
Walter Chidgey, 9, born Bristol (born 22/2/1902 died 4th Quarter 1915).  Louisa Mary Chidgey, 7, born 
Minehead (born 1/2/1904 died 1st Quarter 1921).   

Marriage Certificate gives the following detail:  Knowle Wesleyan Methodist Chapel, Bushy Park, 
Totterdown, Bristol.  Married on June 6 1899 – Henry Chidgey 29 years, Butler of Higher Hopcott 
Minehead.  Father John Chidgey deceased Blacksmith.  Louisa Harper 21 years, 26 Green Street, 
Totterdown Bristol father Jonas Harper Engine Driver.   

30/8/1899 Henry Chidgey “Head Boots” of The Plume of Feathers Minehead and his wife a Waitress at 
The Feathers. 

12/4/1916 Chidgey was advertising for “A good plain Chef” and other staff at The Plume of Feathers.   

1939 Register: Plume of Feathers Minehead.  Henry Chidgey born 4/3/1870 Hotel Proprietor.  Louisa 
Chidgey born 13/12/1877 Hotel Proprietor. 

1939 Register: “The Brinnington Hotel” Minehead.  Henry Redvers Chidgey born 7/3/1900 Hotel 
Proprietor.  Edith B Chidgey, born 22/5/1898.  Henry J Chidgey, born 2/2/1927 at school.   

12/4/1921 Christ Church Cheltenham: Henry Redvers Chidgey, 21, Hotel Proprietor, Landsdown Hotel 
Cheltenham, married Edith Blanche Nethercott 24, “Bearswood” Glencairn Road Cheltenham. 



Henry Chidgey of The Plume of Feathers Hotel Minehead died 16/7/1943.  Probate to Henry Redvers 
Chidgey, Clifford George Phillips Auctioneer and Louisa Chidgey widow.   

Louisa Chidgey of The Plume of Feathers Minehead, widow, died 12/1/1944.  Probate to Henry Redvers 
Chidgey Hotel Proprietor. 

Edith Blanche Chidgey died 31/7/1979, Flat 5, Harbour Court, The Esplanade, Minehead.  

Henry Redvers Chidgey of Blenheim Lodge, North Road, Minehead, died 10/2/1988. 

Bath Chronicle & Weekly Gazette, 12/2/1944: “Mr Paul Radmilovic of 66 Pulteney Gardens, Bath, the well 
known swimmer and international water polo player has acquired The Plume of Feathers Hotel 
Minehead.” 

From Daily Mirror  1/10/1968: “Paul Radmilovic who had the greatest Olympic Record of any British 
competitor in any sport has died at his Weston Super Mare home.  He was 82.  “Raddy” represented 
Britain in swimming or water polo at five consecutive Olympic Games from 1908 to 1928 and captained 
the British Olympic Team four times and won 4 gold medals, 3 for water polo”.  

Paul Radmilovic of 61 Worlebury Hill Road, Weston Super Mare, died 29/9/1968.   

His gravestone reads: “To / Dear Memory / Of / Paul Radmilovic/ Raddy / Olympic Games Swimmer/ 
Passed Away Sept 29 1968 / Aged 82 / And His Wife / Madge / Fell Asleep Dec 22 1974 / Aged 84. “ 

1881 Census: 4 Bute Terrace Cardiff.  Antonio Radmilovic, 34, Lodging Home Keeper, born Austria.   Ann 
Radmilovic, 21, born Tredegar, Mon.  Giovanni Radmilovic, 37, nephew, born Austria. 

Antonio Radmilovic married Annie Dilling 4th Quarter 1881 Cardiff. 

1891 Census: 25 Bute Street, Cardiff.  Antonio Radmilovic, 46, born Austria.  Annie Radmilovic, 31, born 
Cardiff, Glamorgan.  Giovanni (John) 9, born Cardiff (3/1/1882).  Giacomo (James), 7, born Cardiff 
(23/5/1884).  Paolo Francesco (Paul) 5, born 4/3/1886.  Maria (Mary Victoria) 3, birth registered 3rd 
Quarter 1888 (24/5/1888; married Alexander Callinicar 1911). 

Certificate of Naturalisation 4/12/1886.  Antonio Radmilovic, 4 Bute Terrace, Cardiff; subject of Austria, 
aged 39 and Boarding House Keeper; is married and has three children with him; John Daniel 4, James 
Daniel 3, Paul Francis 7 months.  

Annie Radmilovic of Bute Street, Cardiff (wife of Antonio Radmilovic) died 2/6/1897 administration to 
Antonio Radmilovic, Innkeeper.  NB her name reads Hannah on grave stone, aged 36.   

17/10/1890 South Wales Daily News – “Sermon in the Slavonic language by the Rev Father Daniele 
Radmilovic of Ragusa (Dubrovnick), order of “MinoriOsservanti” visiting his brother Antonio Radmilovic 
of Bute Street, a clever preacher known to all Dalmations. 

1871 Census: Bute Lane, Cardiff.  James Dilling, 39.  Ellen Dilling, 37.  Hannah Dilling, 10, born Aberystruth, 
Monmouthshire.  

1901 Census:  25 Bute Street, Cardiff.  Antonio Radmilovic, 54, Publican, naturalised Austrian.  Cattarina, 
39, naturalised Austrian.  John 18, Commercial Clerk, born Cardiff.  James, 17, Butcher, born Cardiff. Paolo, 
14, Scholar, born Cardiff.  Mary, 12, Scholar, born Cardiff. 

Paul Radmilovic married Margaret Georgina Palmer, 4th Quarter 1909, registered Axbridge.   



Bath Chronicle & Weekly Chronicle, 25/11/1909: “Mr Paolo Radmilovic the well known Weston Super 
Mare swimmer and water polo player was married at the Roman Catholic Church in that town on Tuesday 
23rd to Miss Madge Palmer of Weston.   

1911 Census: Globe Hotel Weston Super Mare.  Paul Radmilovic, 25, Licenced Victualler, born Cardiff.  
Margaret Radmilovic, 24, married 2 years   

1911 Census: Glastonbury Arms, Bute Street, Cardiff.  Autonis (Antun) Radmilovic, 64, Beer House Keeper 
born Ragusa.  Kate Radmilovic, 46, married 10 years, no children, born Ragusa.  Hannah Lubisich(?) 24, 
sister (in law?) born Ragusa.   

Antonio Radmilovic of Glastonbury Arms, Bute Street, Cardiff, died 8/4/1911.  Probate to John and James 
Radmilovic, licenced victuallers.   

Paul and Margaret Radmilovic had two sons: Paul John Reginald Radmilovic, born 14/10/1912 and Peter 
Radmilovic born 9/7/1916. 

Taunton Courier: 3/9/1949: “Peter Radmilovic Manager of The Plume of Feathers Minehead.” 

A 1955 “Hotel Guide for Minehead” lists P J R Radmilovic as Manager of The Plume of Feathers Hotel (40 
rooms, 4 sitting rooms).   

Paul John Reginald Radmilovic of “Holmleigh”, Whitegate Road, Minehead, died 26/12/1991.   

  



COLES, ARTHUR JOHN 

Private John Coles 14724 8th Battalion Somerset Light Infantry, died 25/9/1915 aged 20, son of Arthur and 
Eliza Coles of Brook Street, Alcombe.  Commemorated on the Loos Memorial.   

In 1911 Arthur was 15 and living at Vole Road, Mark, Somerset.  His father Arthur was 38, born Hulse and 
a Blacksmith Journeyman.  Eliza, 41, born Taunton was his mother.  He was baptised at Mark 3/11/1895 
and his birth registered fourth quarter 1895 Axbridge.  The family later moved to Minehead (Mark Parish 
Council Website).   

On the morning of 25/9/1915 the 8th SLI marched to Vermelles and deployed to go into action about 7 
p.m.  B and C Companies were on the Hulluch – Lens Road and were counter attacked by the enemy.  A 
and D Companies attacked Hill 70 on the night of 25/26th.  Casualties were 15 Officers and 216 Other 
Ranks.   

  



COLES, CREWE 

Crewe Coles was the son of Charles Edward and Mary Coles, of Taunton and Little Odell (now Odell Court), 
Periton Road, Minehead, named after Mary Coles’ ancestral home of Odell Castle, Bedfordshire.  Charles 
Coles (‘Coles Pasha’) had been Inspector general of Prisons in Egypt, where Crewe was born on 10 March 
1889. Born Alexandria 10/3/1889, the third son of Coles Pacha (Pasha), CMG, late Inspector General of 
Prisons, Egypt and of Mrs Coles of Stones House, Bishop’s Hull, Taunton.  Educated at Cheam, Wellington 
College (1904-1905), then by Private Tuition at South Lynne, Eastbourne. In October 1907 he went to  
Jesus College Cambridge, where he rowed in his college boat (Jesus 1); head of the river in Lent Races. 
Received his BA in 1910.   Gazetted Territorial Force February 1915 and at once undertook Imperial Service 
obligations. 

After Wellington College and Cambridge, Crewe Coles became a 2nd Lieutenant in the 4th Battalion East 
Lancs Regiment.  He was killed in action with the Mesopotamian Expeditionary Force on 4 June 1915, 
coming under heavy machine-gun fire while leading his men in an attack on the Turkish trenches in front 
of Krithia.  He is commemorated on the Helles Memorial standing at the tip of the Gallipoli Peninsula, and 
by a memorial in St Mary Magdalene Church, Taunton.  

An Obituary by Jesus College reads: “He was a gently but manly youth.  His friends might like to know that 
his Grand Borzoi which accompanied him on walks died this year (1915)”. 

The 1901 Census for 8 Maison Dieu Road, Dover, gives the following: Hamilton Coles, 18, born Alexandria; 
Dorothy V Coles, 15, born Bath; Gwendolen, 13, born Minehead; Crewe Coles, 12, born Cairo; Roland H 
Coles, 7, born Cairo.  

Their father, Charles Edward Coles, became known as Coles Pac(s)ha from his days as Inspector General 
of Prisons, Egypt (1897-1913).   

There is a memorial at: “In loving memory of Crewe Coles, 2nd Lieutenant, 4th East Lancs Regiment (TF) 
Third son of C E Coles CMG and Great grandson of the late Edward Coles of Paul’s House Taunton, killed 
in action Gallipoli 4/6/1915 aged 26.  Also of Roland Humphrey Coles Lieutenant West Somerset Yeomanry 
and RFC killed in action France 19/5/1917 aged 23 younger brother of the above”.  

Coles Pasha died 12/11/1926 Biarritz a few days before his 73rd birthday.  A native of Bath who joined the 
Indian Police, Bombay 1873.  The son of Major General Gordon Coles of Bath born 17/11/1853.  He 
married in 1881 Mary Emma Isabelle, daughter of Mr Crewe Alston of Odell, Bedfordshire.  Mrs Coles died 
Cannes March 1937 in her 83rd year.  She married C E Coles of the Indian Police 28/2/1881 at the British 
Embassy, Rome.  She was the eldest daughter of Crewe Alston of Odell Castle, Bedfordshire.   

Charles Edward Coles’ residency was “Little Odell”, Minehead, now called “Odell Court”.   

On 4/6/1915 a general attack on the Turkish position was made commencing with a heavy artillery 
bombardment (11 a.m. to 11.55 a.m.). At 12 noon the general advance commenced.  W and X Company 
4th Battalion Worcestershire Regiment with D Company and one platoon of C Company 1st/4th East Lancs 
Regiment led the attack from the right of Gurkha Bluff towards Krithia.  Lieutenant I L Simpson 1st/4th East 
Lancs was commanding the left leading platoon of X Company 4thWorcestershires.  2nd Lieutenant Hornby 
and Coles were with W Company.  Under heavy machine gun and rifle fire the two leading platoons of 
each Company advanced at the double against the Turkish trench.  Casualties for the 1st/4th East Lancs 
were: 4 Officers and 32 Other Ranks killed; 2 Officers and 159 Other Ranks wounded; 2 Officers and 14 
Other Ranks missing.   



In an interesting addition to Crewe Coles’ story his sister, Gwendolene (married T G Lumley-Smith 1911), 
along with her daughter Moya, died together when a V1 Flying Bomb hit the Guards’ Chapel, Wellington 
Barracks; it was the worst V1 attack of the war 18/6/1944.  121 military and civilians were killed and 141 
wounded.  She was Lady Gwendolene Muriel Maud Lumley-Smith wife Major Sir Thomas Lumley-Smith 
(1879-1961).  Moya was 31 and their only daughter.  

  



COLLINS, EDWARD 

Private 20670 1st Battalion Somerset Light Infantry, died 1/7/1916 aged 24.  Commemorated Redan Ridge 
Cemetery  No 2 Beaumont Hamel.  Enlisted Minehead.  Soldiers’ Effects Register lists Mrs Caroline M 
Challenger (sister) as sole legatee.  Edward was born in Oxford but lived in Minehead with his Uncle John 
Bryant in Quay Street along with his sister Caroline.  The 1911 Census for 55 Quay Street, Minehead, gives 
the following detail: John Bryant, Head, Sailor, (trawler) , 56 born Williton.  Jane Bryant, 56, wife, born 
Minehead.  Rosalie Bryant, 19, daughter, born Minehead.  Caroline Edith May Collins, 24, niece, born 
Taunton.  Edward Collins, 19, nephew, born Oxford.  Beatrice Louisa Day, 4, grandchild.  Patrick Joseph 
Welsh, 28, son in law, born Richmond, Yorkshire.  Elizabeth Ann Welsh, 36, daughter.   

Again in 1901 Edward Collins was listed at Quay Street, but this time described as a visitor. 

The 1st Battalion SLI was located at Mailly-Maillet 22/6/1916.  On the night of 29/6/1916 a final 
reconnaissance of the enemy’s position known as “The Quadrilateral” North of Beaumont Hamel was 
made but due to the enemy’s wire the position could not be reached.   

Assembly positions were right of the Serre Road, Redan Ridge Sector.  Before the attack at 7.30 a.m. a 
huge mine was exploded under Hawthorn Redoubt.  Like many attacks on this day, it failed due to enemy 
dug outs not being destroyed and the wire still being intact.  The War Diary describes the chaos of the 
attack and the impossibility of following it in words.  Casualties were: 26 Officers and 438 Other Ranks 
killed, wounded and missing.  Although all Officers are mentioned by name and their faith described, the 
same does not apply to Other Ranks.  

The 1st SLI followed the 1st Rifle Brigade at 7.40 a.m. as a Support Battalion.  The Left Company of the Rifle 
Brigade entered The Quadrilateral (Heidenkopf) and the support trench behind it on a front of 600 yards.  
1st SLI moved right due to No Mans Land being swept by machine gun fire and reinforced The Quadrilateral 
penetrating to Feste Soden and occupying 300 yards of it.  They withdrew to the British line after dark and 
were ordered back to Mailly-Maillet at 10 p.m.   

 

  



COOKSLEY, CHARLES PATRICK 

Lance Corporal 25146 2nd Battalion Royal Dublin Fusiliers died 24/6/1918 aged 21.  Son of William and 
Ellen Cooksley of Walnut Cottage, Alcombe.  Commemorated at Terlincthun British Cemetery Wimville, 
Pas de Calais.  Charles died at Wimereux from bronchial pneumonia.  Charles Patrick Cooksley’s birth was 
registered fourth quarter 1896; he was born in Porlock.  The 1901 Census shows that the family were 
living at Grove Place, Manor Road, Alcombe.  Ellen Cooksley was 40, born Dublin.  There were six children 
including Charles who was four, all born Porlock apart from William aged two who was born in Minehead.  
Father, William is not listed. 

William married Ellen (nee Keenan) in Dublin 1883.  Their first two children were born there and Sarah 
Cooksley’s baptism shows that in 1886 (15th July) the family were located at 4 Malpas Street, Dublin.  Again 
in 1911 Alcombe is the location: William Cooksley, 49, born Bristol, Stone Mason, Ellen Cooksley, 49, born 
Dublin, 27 years married. Elizabeth Cooksley, 22, born Porlock, Ethel, 17, born Porlock, Samuel, 15, born 
Porlock, Charles Patrick, 14, born Porlock and an Errand Boy. 

illiamCooksley died 1917.   

From 1/6/1918 the 2nd Battalion Royal Dublin Fusiliers belonged to 94th Infantry Brigade, 31st Division.  In 
April 1918 the 2nd Battalion had been merged with the 1st and reduced to a Cadre.  From 1st June the 2nd 
Battalion was reconstituted and absorbed the 7th Battalion Royal Dublin Fusiliers which had been 
transported from Alexandria aboard the P & O Kaisar-i-Hind (Empress of India) to Marseilles and then by 
train to Arcques (St Omer).  The 7th had been serving in Salonika, Egypt and Palestine.  The War Diary 
states on 6th June “Practically all Officers and men are subject to attacks of Malaria contracted on the 
Struma”.  The Struma river flows through Bulgaria Southwards to the Greek frontier then South East into 
the Aegean Sea. 

On the 8th June the War Diary records “The Battalion marched out of camp and proceeded to Val de 
Lumbres.  Dinners served at Wizernes.  112 NCOs and men fell out on the line of march.  20 were picked 
up and taken to hospital.” 

Charles was one of the 7th Battalion that were infused into the 2nd Battalion in order to reform it and then 
succumbed to illness and eventually dying from bronchial pneumonia in hospital.   

The Battalion was to end up at Martin Eglise in the Forest of Arcques area from 22/6/1918.   

COOKSLEY, GEORGE 

Corporal 1738 11th Battalion Australian Imperial Force.  Died 18/9/1918.  Son of Ellen Cooksley of Walnut 
Terrace, Alcombe and the late William.  Born Porlock 1890 and elder brother of Charles Patrick.  Buried 
Jeancourt Communal Cemetery Extension.  A small village between Peronne and St Quentin. 

He attested 18/1/1915 and joined 21/1/1915 at Pigwell, Leonara, Western Australia.  Aged 23 years 5 
months, a Miner, single, next of kin Ellen Cooksley, Alcombe.  Left Freemantle 19/4/1915 HMAT, A8, 
Argyllshire.  

July 1915 at Gallipoli with 11th Infantry Battalion, 3rd Infantry Brigade AIF.  August 1915 evacuated by 
hospital ship to Alexandria, Egypt due to dysentery.  November 1915 discharged and rejoined 11th 
Battalion at Tel-El-Kebir January 1916.  In February 1916 he was transferred to the Camel Corps.   

6/8/1916 sailed from Alexandria aboard The Megantic for England. 24/8/1916 to 1/9/1916 absent without 
leave 3rd Training Camp, Durrington.  5/4/1917 overseas to France via Folkestone.  26/4/1917 rejoins 11th 
Battalion and appointed Lance Corporal 25/8/1917.   



He was wounded in the Menin Road Battle 20/9/1917 and evacuated to England on the hospital ship 
Princess Elizabeth.  3/10/1917 at Middlesex War Hospital with fractured left hand.   

Appears in recommendation for honours and awards:  

“Operations East of Ypres 19/21 September 1917. Lance Corporal George Cooksley and two other NCOs 
and 4 men.  These NCOs were members of the Company carrying from the jumping off position to the 
dump at the first objective.  Throughout the operation the enemy shelling both on the dump and the area 
to be carried across was carried on almost continuously.  These NCOs and men regardless of personal 
safety and with unwavering devotion to duty continued cheerfully to keep going and so encouraged their 
comrades which was in a great degree responsible for the supplies being kept up in the forward dumps.” 

31/10/1917 to 5/11/1917 absent without leave.  22/1/1918 to 14/2/1918 absent without leave; held at 
Longbridge Deverill.  30/3/1918 rejoined Regiment in France.  1/6/1918 in hospital with influenza.  
18/9/1918 wounded by shell fire during attack on Villeret and died shortly after in the field.  Ironically the 
Battle of the Hindenburg Outpost was to be the last fought by the 11th Battalion,   

A summary of his details: Regimental number 1738: Place of Birth, Porlock, Somerset: School, Convent 
School: Age on arrival in Australia 18; religion, Roman Catholic. 

 

  



CORNISH, AMOS WILLIAM 

H M S Vivid RN 226755 (DEV). Died 4/2/1918 aged 30.  Son of Mrs Elizabeth Burford of 38 Bampton Street, 
Minehead.  Buried Minehead Cemetery.   

Born 16/8/1887 Dunster, baptised 6/9/1887.  Died 4/2/1918 Truro, Cornwall.   1891 Census for 27 
Bampton Street, Minehead:  George Cornish, 40, Brick maker, Elizabeth, 26, wife.  Amos, 3, Walter G, 3, 
Harold J, 0.   

George Cornish died in 1893. 

1901 Census.  Horton Kirby, Kent: Amos aged 13 a school inmate –Homes for Little Boys, Homes for 
Homeless Boys, South Darenth, Horton Kirby near Farningham, Kent.  Opened in June 1867 by the Earl of 
Shaftesbury with the foundation stone having been laid by the Prince of Wales.  The Home was organised 
on the Cottage Principle with eventually ten cottages in total, each having thirty boys in the care of a “ 
mother and father”.  The Home depended for income on subscribers who could then “elect” which boys 
would enter the home, or some benevolent person would pay the weekly fee for the child.   

1901 Census Bampton Street, Minehead.  Alfred Burford 31, born Minchinhampton, Gloucestershire.  
Elizabeth Burford, 36 (married first quarter 1901).  Lily Cornish, 9, step daughter born Minehead.  1911 
Census, 38 Bampton Street, Alfred Burford, 41, General Labourer.  Elizabeth Burford, 47, born Dunster  
Alfred E Burford, 9, born Minehead. Amelia Burford, 7, born Minehead.   

Amos enlisted in the Navy 16/8/1905 for twelve years.  In 1911 Amos was at Margate, Kent, AB HMS 
Hogue.   

Amos died in the Truro Royal Marine Hospital from double pneumonia, rank AB.  HMS Vivid was the name 
given to the Royal Naval Barracks/Base at Devonport.  He seems to have suffered from pulmonary 
tuberculosis in 1915.   

CORNISH,  FRANCIS  BEDFORD   

Note: There is only one F B Cornish in the CWGC database and only one F B Cornish in the Soldiers Died 
database.   

Gunner 130474 B Battery 107th Brigade Royal Field Artillery.  Died 30/7/1917 aged 23 and commemorated 
at Godewaarsveld British Cemetery which was begun July 1917 when three casualty clearing stations 
moved there.  Nephew of Elizabeth Pavey who was also named as his sole legatee in Soldiers’ Effects.  
Born Holcombe Rogus, Devon and enlisted at Taunton.   

1911 Census Halse Bishops Lydeard, Joseph Pavey Head 46, Elizabeth Pavey, wife, 42.  Emma Cornish, 
mother in law, 65.  Francis Bedford Cornish, nephew, 17 born Holcombe Rogus, single , Farm Labourer.  
Ivy Edith Cornish, niece, 8, born Halse.   

1901 Census, Halse.  Joseph Pavey, 36 born Fitzhead, Wellington.  Elizabeth Pavey, 32, born Wellington.  
Francis Cornish, nephew 7.  His birth was registered second quarter 1894, Wellington.  

Francis Cornish was admitted to Halse C of E School 12/9/1898, born 29/3/1894 and parent listed as 
Joseph Pavey.  Joseph Pavey, 25 married Elizabeth Cornish 22 at Halse, 14/10/1890.  His father was James 
Pavey and her father John Cornish. 

In July 1917 107 Brigade were at Ypres with Headquarters at Lankhof Farm/Lankhof Chateau.  Francis 
most probably died from a shell wound resulting from counter-battery shelling by enemy artillery.   



CORNISH ROLAND 

Private 5576037 died 31/3/1941 aged 16, 70th Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment.  Son of Ethel Louisa 
Cornish of Minehead, buried Minehead Cemetery.   

1911 Census:  45 Bampton Street.  Ethel Louisa Cornish, 29, born Whimple, Devon.  Worthington John 
Cornish, 26, born Minehead, Housepainter and Decorator.  Phyllis Mary Cornish, aged 3.  Daisy Vesta 
Cornish aged 1.   

Worthington John Cornish died 1939. 

1939 Register: 4 Dugdale St Minehead.  Ethel L Cornish born 26/11/1883.  Phyllis M Kimble. 

Roland (Roy) Cornish born 12/12/1923 at 58 Summerland Avenue.  His birth is registered 1st Quarter 1924 
Williton.  Mother’s maiden surname Cornish. 

Mother Phyllis Mary Cornish born 8/8/1907 , she married Charles William Guy Kimble in 1930. 

  



COURT,  EDWIN  HENRY 

Private 21719, 8th Battalion Somerset Light Infantry, died 28/4/1917, aged 38.  Son of Mary Jane Court of 
St George’s Street, Dunster, and the late William Court; husband of Jane Court of “Northcote” St Michael’s 
Road, Minehead.  Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas De Calais. 

1901 Census, St George’s Street, Dunster.  William Court 53, Carter on Farm, born Dunster.  Mary Jane, 
52, born Dunster.  Eliza, 14, William, 13, Emily, 10, all born Dunster.   

Also at St George’s Street, Thomas Court, Head, 24, Builder’s Carter, born Dunster.  Edwin Court, 22, 
Brother, Builder’s Carter, born Dunster.  James Court, 19, Brother, born Dunster.  Edwin was baptised 
13/1/1879 and he married Jane Bowden, 2nd quarter 1916.   

8th Somerset Light Infantry were a part of 63 Brigade, 37 Division.  Battle of Arleux 28/29 April 1917.  The 
objectives of 37 Division were Wish and Whip Trenches (running along the Plouvain to Gavrelle Road), 
thence a North South Line from the latter to the right divisional boundary.   

The forming up line of the Somersets was Cuba Trench from the left of 112 Brigade to the Brickstack.  Zero 
Hour was 4.05 a.m. on the 28April.   

During the night of 27/28 April, 8th SLI moved forward from Heron Trench and assembled in Cuba Trench 
and was in position at 3.00 a.m, two platoons in front and rear.   

It was so dark when Zero Hour arrived that visibility was only twenty yards and compass bearings had to 
be taken.  No opposition in Wish and Whip Trenches and the Battalion pushed on across Why and Weak 
Trenches (about a thousand yards East of Whip and Wish) in a North Easterly direction towards Railway 
Copse. 

They had now got far beyond the Black Line, which was their objective, and returning wounded stated 
that had there been a few more troops the village of Fresnes could have been taken.  But all Battalions 
were weak and being unsupported the inevitable retirement had to be made.   

Other Rank Casualties are given for the Operations on 23and 28April as 17 killed, 181 wounded, 99 
missing.   

  



COX,ARTHUR  LINCOLN   

WSFP 22/6/1912: “Death of Mr A L Cox”.  “It was with a feeling of deep regret that the many friends in 
Minehead of Mr Arthur Lincoln Cox of “Marshfield” Tregonwell Road, heard on Tuesday of his death.  Mr 
Cox was an Architect of some repute and had planned and superintended the erection of a good many 
buildings in and around Minehead.  His latest work in this direction having been the large extension to the 
Convent of St Louis.  His illness had been a long one and severe and though at one time it was thought he 
would recover it proved fatal for he passed away during Monday night.  Mr Cox who was 41 was a Roman 
Catholic.” 

1871 Census: Cannington High Street. William Cox, 32, Certificated Schoolmaster born Exeter.  Eliza Cox, 
33, Schoolmaster’s wife and Landowner.  Ada Mary Cox, 4. Arthur Lincoln Cox, 7 months.   

He was baptised at Cannington (3 miles north west of Bridgwater) 25/9/1870, parents William and Eliza 
Cox of Cannington, Schoolmaster.   

2/8/1864 at St Johns Church Exeter by the Rev J C Collins, Mr William Cox of Cannington to “Kittie” 
youngest daughter of Mr Marmaduke Ling, Westonzoyland, Bridgwater. 

1881 Census:  32 Church Road, Exeter.  Robert Smith Ling, 68, income from lands, born North Curry.  
Charlotte Ling, income from lands, born Westonzoyland.  Eliza Cox, 43, widow, sister in law, annuity from 
land, born Westonzoyland.  Ada M Cox, 14, niece, scholar, born Cannington.  Arthur L Cox, 10, nephew, 
scholar, born Cannington.  Winefride Cox, 9, niece, scholar, born Cannington.  William Cox died 7/12/1873 
at Cannington aged 35.  

1891 Census: 7 Lion Terrace, Exeter.  Eliza Cox, 53, own means.  Ada Mary Cox, 24.  Arthur Lincoln Cox, 
20, Architect’s Pupil.  Winefride 19. 

1901 Census: “Tresilean” 10 Glenmore Road, Minehead.  Arthur L Cox, single, Architect, born Cannington.  
Winefride Cox, 28, single, sister, born Cannington. 

1911 Census: 22 Tregonwell Road, Minehead.  Arthur Lincoln Cox, 40, Architect, born Cannington.  Mary 
Louisa Cox, 43, married five years, born Bath.  Andrea StandfordKeay, single, visitor, 27, born Yarmouth.  
Katherine Seymour Keay, single, visitor, 22, born Diego Martin, Trinidad.   

Arthur L Cox married Mary Louisa Maggs, 2nd Quarter 1906.  Registered Williton. 

18/6/1912 Arthur Lincoln Cox died.   

His works: Roman Catholic Church of the Sacred Heart, Townsend Road.  The interior decoration of the 
ceiling in the Sanctuary was the work of Arthur Lincoln Cox.  The Sanctuary has an upsidal ceiling painted 
with stars, monograms, the instruments of the Passion, the Sacred Heart, vines and an inscription.  It was 
completed by 1906.   

27/6/1903 Feast of the Dedication of the Roman Catholic Church.  Lates edition a pulpit designed by A L 
Cox and executed by Mr Whall of Cheltenham.  It is of Beerstone, Mexican Onyx and Connemara Marble.   

1901 Mr J Ridler’s new house and stables at Periton   

16/9/1903 Gathering at “Beaconswood” (now Hill House, Church Road) on North Hill to celebrate the 
latest of the houses built on North Hill for Mr Walter Williams, Architect A L Cox and builder J H Hurford. 

1911 New buildings – Convent of St Louis, Selbourne  Rd.  Large new wing, doubling accommodation and 
Chapel for the Sisters and a smaller one for children.  Architect A L Cox and Builder J H Hurford.   



CRANMER, DOROTHY   

1911 Census:  11 Park Street, Minehead.  Herbert Edwin Cranmer, 46, Jeweller and Optician, Shopkeeper, 
born Worcester;  Ethel Cranmer, 39, married 19 years, assisting in the business, born Stroud, Gloucester.  
Dorothy May Cranmer, 15, student, born Weston Super Mare. 

Dorothy Cranmer’s birth registered 2nd Quarter 1896 Axbridge, Mother’s Maiden surname, Winter.  

1901 Census, Summerland Street, Minehead.  Herbert Cranmer, 36, watch maker; Ethel Cranmer, 29; 
Dorothy Cranmer, 5.  

1891 Census, St. Ames Road, Allwell Villa, Cheltenham.  James Cranmer, 58, Port Watcher, born 
Clerkenwell, London; Caroline Cranmer, 58, born Ipswich; Herbert E Cranmer, Port Watchman, 27, born 
Worcester; Mary A Cranmer, Mother, 84, born Clerkenwell; Ethel Winter, visitor, 19, School Teacher, born 
Stroud. 

16/1/1892 at Berkeley, Herbert E, youngest son of Mr J Cranmer, Cheltenham to Ethel, youngest daughter 
of Mr J Winter of Purton, Gloucestershire.   

1881 Census; Purton, Hinton, Thornbury, Gloucestershire.  Chapel School, Public Elementary School.   
James Winter, 41, School Master, born London.  Mary Anne Winter, 40, born Cheltenham; Alfred Winter, 
14, born Stroud; Helena Winter, 11, born Stroud; Ethel Winter, 9, born Stroud.  

Kate Ethel Winter born 4th Quarter 1871, registered Stroud, Gloucestershire.  Mother’s maiden surname 
Read.   

Dorothy May Cranmer married Cyril Pickford, 2nd Quarter 1920, registered Williton.   

1939 Register, Yeovil, Cyril Pickford, born 3/8/1891, Bank Clerk/Cashier; Dorothy M Pickford, born 
4/3/1896; John C Pickford, born 16/6/1921, opticial student.   

Cyril Pickford of 32 King George Road, Minehead died 29/12/1955 at Minehead and West Somerset 
Hospital. 

Dorothy May Pickford of 32 Tregonwell Road, Minehead, died 28/11/1975.  

VAD transcription: “Address Park St Minehead; Orderly from January 1916 to February 1917; Part time 
679 hours.   

KATE  ETHEL  CRANMER 

Mother of the above 

1939 Register; 11 West Park, Minehead.  Herbert E Cranmer born 9/2/1865 Optician; Kate E Cranmer, 
born 5/10/1871. 

Kate Ethel Cranmer of 65 Summerland Avenue, Minehead died 12/2/1950 at the Canberra Guest House, 
Warden Road, Minehead.  Probate to Dorothy May Pickford.  

Herbert Edwin Cranmer of 11 West Park, Minehead, died 9/12/1940 at Bathbrook House, Batheaston, 
Bath.  Probate to Kate Ethel Cranmer and to Dorothy May Pickford.   

Transcription of VAD card: “Address Park Street, Minehead; Orderly from April 1917 to June 1917, 147 
hours.  

  



CROSS, JOHN  HENRY  MARTIN  

4/11/1927 Sheffield Daily Telegraph: “See Britain First: Results of Our Great Photographic Competition”.  
“Mr Martin Cross, the Somerset man who is the winner of our second prize of £150 and who is chiefly 
interested in music and motoring has nevertheless made a hobby of photography since he was a 
schoolboy.  His photograph was entitled “Maytime in England”.” 

J H Martin Cross “Hazeldene” Alcombe, Minehead.   

Dulwich College Register:  Cross John Henry Martin, born 31/8/1901, son of Charles Martin, 61 Thurlby 
Road SE27, Land Agent; from Dumpton House School, Broadstairs; left December 1915; upper third.   

1911 Census shows him aged 9 at Dumpton House School, born Dulwich, London.  

Birth registered 3rd Quarter 1901, Lambeth, mother’s maiden surname Wheeler.  Baptised 9/10/1901, 
father Arnold Charles, Gentleman, 3 Dalmore Road, West Dulwich; mother Edith Johanna.   

28/6/1899 Arnold C M Cross, 32, Land Agent, 32 Wolfington Road, West Norwood, married Edith Johanna 
Wheeler, 30, of 90 North Side, Wandsworth Common.   

25/11/1929 Hartlepool Northern Daily Mail: “Town’s Own Film”. “Minehead is a town which finds its own 
film stars.  At a local picture theatre a film is shortly to be exhibited which is entirely the work of a 
Minehead man, Mr J H Martin Cross.  Mr Cross has not only written the scenario of the film but he has 
photographed, produced and directed it.  Moreover the whole cast of 20 and more artists are Minehead 
people, the leading parts in the film being taken by Mr T W Chant, the Minehead Schoolmaster and his 
son and daughter.  The story of the film which is named “The Lone Scout” is woven around a haunted and 
desolate farmstead hidden away on the wild Exmoor Coast.  Many legends of the exploits of smugglers 
centre around this deserted building and one such legend has been used as the theme of the film.  It takes 
an hour to show and provides thrilling shots of the life of a kidnapped heiress among smugglers, her 
discovery by a boy, an excellent sea chase and ultimate capture of the smugglers and the restoration of 
the heiress to her father.   

The Lone Scout (2500) U, silent, J H Martin Cross; Cyril Chant, the Scout; Ursula Chant his sister; adventure, 
Minehead, boy scouts, amateur film, shown professionally.   

8/11/1930 West Middlesex Gazette “On Friday last Lord Baden Powell had a special view of the new boy 
scout film “When Scouting Was(sic) Won” which has been produced  by Mr J H Cross of Minehead.  The 
Chief Scout who thoroughly enjoyed the five reels of film, adventure and comedy, has since written 
congratulating the producer.  

21/11/1930 Acton Gazette: “The new 5000 feet film “When Scouting Won”. “The film was taken this 
summer in the neighbourhood of Minehead and it is an entirely amateur production containing a well 
known story: it is a triumph for the producer Mr J H Cross”. 

When Scouting Won (4815) U, silent, J H Martin Cross; D/S Martin Cross; Cyril Chant, Scout; Frankie 
Purnell, cub; children, boy scouts, adventure with criminal gypsies.   

1/12/1932 Western Morning News: “Minehead Film; Produced in District; Residents in Cast”.  “Another 
Minehead produced film play has just been completed.  The author and producer is Mr J H Martin Cross, 
a Minehead Photographer whose previous films “The Lone Scout” and “When Scouting Won” have been 
shown in many parts of the country.  His new film “The Trail of Youth” is played by the Minehead 
townspeople and most of the scenes were shot in the district.  The film took two years to make and 
provides two and a half hours of entertainment.  There are about 150 players. “The Trail of Youth” is good 



propaganda for the scout movement illustrating the pleasure and value of scouting.  A feature of the film 
is the pleasing beauty of its scenery – moorland, woodland and sea views form a lovely background for 
many things.  In the cast are Alcombe Rovers, scouts and wolf cubs and Watchet Sea Scouts.  Mr Cross’s 
second film is now being shown in Exeter.   

Kington Times 18/8/1934: “A New Scout Film: “What The Peewits Saw”” “The 1934 Scout Film was a real 
boys story of smugglers and excitement.  It is a silent film on 16mm non-inflamatory stock which makes it 
particularly suitable for showing on home projectors.  It is the work of Mr J H Martin Cross the well known 
cinematograph photographer”. 

Taunton Courier and Western Advertiser 2/4/1938: “Somerset Scouts – Deputy Chief Scout At Minehead 
Conference”: “Scout Film Display”.  “The Company spent an hour very pleasantly in seeing one of the 
several films of scouting interest produced by Acting Scout Master J H Martin Cross ARPS of the Hazeldene 
Studios Minehead.  The picture “David’s Quest” is an all colour talkie and the members of the cast were 
all local”.   

1939 Register:  37 The Avenue, Minehead.   John H M Cross born 31/8/1901, single, Proprietor Wholesale 
Photo Finishing Works.  Edith J Cross, born 24/1/1869. 

The Wells Journal 1947:  “The J Arthur Rank Organisation has secured the world tv and film rights of Mr J 
H Martin Cross’s radio play “Under The Frozen Falls” which was broadcast in a Saturday Children’s Hour 
several weeks ago.  Representatives of the Producing Company have already visited Porlock Weir and 
have been shown by Mr Cross the actual settings he had in mind when he wrote the piece”.   

“Under The Frozen Falls” was a 1948 British children’s film.  It was also issued as a children’s book by J H 
Martin Cross in 1950   

Edith Johanna Cross of “Ailsa Craig”, The Ball, Minehead died 14/6/1959. 

John Henry Martin Cross died 20/8/1974, 7 Gribben Road, St Austell, Cornwall.   

  



CULVERWELL,WILLIAM  HERE and family 

William H Culverwell was the third son of John and Ellen Culverwell. 

John Culverwell married Ellen Lamb Pole (24) at Williton, Parish of St Decumans, 3/4/1855.  He was a 
resident of Williton and a Corn Factor.  Her father was William Pole a Farmer. There was a marriage 
settlement of £800.   

John Culverwell was born 27/10/1833 and baptised 20/11/1833.  He was the son of Thomas and Sarah, 
Baker of Williton.  Thomas Culverwell married Sarah Langdon, St Decumans, 13/2/1833.   

1841 Census: Williton. Thomas Culverwell, 30, Baker, born 17/4/1810 West Monkton.  Sarah Culverwell, 
30, born 8/9/1807.  Mary Culverwell, 5 (born 27/8/1835).  Thomas Culverwell, 2, born 22/4/1839.  George 
Culverwell, 0.  Theodore Tuttiett, 15.   

1841 Census:  Williton .   Louisa Tuttiett, 45.  Rebecca Tuttiett, 20.  Alfred Tuttiett.  John Culverwell, 7.   

1851 Census: Long Street, Williton.  Thomas Culverwell, Widower, Miller/Baker, 40, born West Monkton.  
Hannah Culverwell, 7.  James Culverwell, 5.  Charles Culverwell, 2 (born 15/6/1848, died 9/2/1908 Lincoln 
County USA). 

Sarah Culverwell buried 21/11/1850 aged 43, St Decumans (born 8/9/1807).   

1851 Census:  Williton.  William Culverwell, Head, 13, Scholar (born 9/11/1837, baptised 1/12/1837 son 
of Thomas and Sarah, Baker, Williton).  Thomas Culverwell, 11, Scholar (born 22/6/1839).  Charles Penny 
16, Servant, Miller. 

Thomas Culverwell married secondly Elizabeth Lock, 14/4/1853.  Both residents of Williton.  He was a 
widower, Miller at Williton and she was Spinster of North Street.  They were married at Parish of St Mary 
Magdalen Taunton.   

Ellen Lamb Pole born 20/3/1831 St Decumans.  Parents: William and Elizabeth Pole (nee Wansbrough). 

1841 Census: Bardon St Decumans.  Ellen Pole, 10.  William and Elizabeth Pole Egrove Farm. 

1851 Census: Sculcoates, Yorkshire, Kingston Upon Hull Ladies Establishment.  Ellen Lamb Pole, 20, 
Teaching, born St Decumans.   

1861 Census: St Decumans.  Hugh Johnson, 60, Farmer, born Scotland.  Mary Johnson, 67, born Minehead.  
Ellen Culverwell, 30, Corn Merchant’s wife, born St Decumans.  William Culverwell, 7 months, born Old 
Cleeve (birth registered 4th Quarter 1860 Williton, mother’s maiden surname Pole).  

1861 Census: Egrove Farm.  William Pole, 63.  150 Acres, 4 men, 2 boys, born St Decumans.  Elizabeth 
Pole, 61, born Minehead.  Frank William Pole, 24, born St Decumans.  Arthur Culverwell, grandson, 5, born 
St Decumans.  Thomas Culverwell, grandson, 4, born St Decumans. 

Sons of John Culverwell and Ellen Lamb Culverwell:  

1) Arthur, born 1856 (birth registered 1st Quarter 1856 Williton) St Decumans. 
2) Thomas, born 1857 (birth registered 1st Quarter 1857 Williton) St Decumans. 
3) William, born 1860. Born Old Cleeve. 
4) Ebenezer, born 5/9/1862, Cook County, Chicago, Illinois, (US records); 4/9/1862 according to the 
Alcombe School Register.  



John Culverwell had been in business at Williton Mills since 25/3/1854 and then at Washford Mill, Old 
Cleeve.  He was in Milling, Malting, General Commercial Trade, Seed and Hop Dealer, and also in the Coal 
Trade.  His business transactions are very large and by 1859 he was in debt and in early 1860 was declared 
bankrupt.  The estimates of his debts ranged from £3800 to £7000.   

It was also alleged that John Culverwell had transferred sums of money to his father Thomas Culverwell 
instead of paying off his creditors and a legal action was brought against Thomas Culverwell to recover 
those funds.   

There was a press report in the WSFP 15/12/1860.  “John Culverwell did not make an appearance in the 
Bankruptcy Court having thought it more pleasant to take a trip to America”.  He had absconded.   

There is an entry in an 1862 US directory for Chicago as follows: “Culverwell John, Corn Merchant, 184 S. 
Water, h. 81 Throop”. 

His fourth son Ebenezer was born in Chicago and John Culverwell died there in September 1862. 

It is also relevant to record that William Culverwell, John’s younger brother, had emigrated to the USA 
arriving in New York 25/8/1857 aboard “The City of Washington” aged 20, from Liverpool. 

1871 Census:  High Street, Dunster.  Ellen Lamb Culverwell, 37, widow, Ladies Seminary. Born St 
Decumans.  Ebenezer Culverwell, 10, born Chicago, Illinois.  Clara Evered, 11, niece, born Kilve. 

1871 Census:  Castle Green, Bishops Hull, Taunton, School.  Henry Veysey, Head of Castle House School, 
Taunton.  William Culverwell, 10, pupil, scholar, born Washford. Castle House Boarding School Taunton 
had been established in 1850. 

Ellen Lamb Culverwell married James Slater 1st Quarter 1877 Williton. 

22/1/1889 Christ Church, Gypsy Hill, Lambeth.  William Culverwell, 28, Shooter, St Paul’s Kings Cross 
Halifax, married Laura Annie Jones 37, spinster, Woodwide Villas.  His father John Culverwell Deceased.  
Her father, Edward Jones Deceased.   

1891 Census: 10 Hyde Park Road, Halifax.  William Culverwell, 30, Modern Language Teacher, born 
Washford, Somerset.  Laura A Culverwell, 38, born Dover.  John E Culverwell, 1, born Halifax.   

Halifax Courier 26/1/1889: “Culverwell – Jones; On the 22nd at Christ Church, Gypsy Hill, Norwood by the 
Rev B C Huntly MA, Headmaster of Hutton Grammar School Preston, Brother in Law of the Bride assisted 
by the Rev Chas Williams Vicar of Coalville, Uncle of the Bridegroom and by the Rev R Allen Vicar of Christ 
Church Gypsy Hill.  William Culverwell to Laura Annie, third daughter of the late Edward Jones Esq MD 
Sydenham. 

Benjamin Corke Huntly was Headmaster of Hutton Grammar School 1878 to 1890.  In 1872 he had married 
Jessie Augusta Jones (2/1/1872 Rev B C Huntly MA to Jessie Augusta daughter of E Jones Esq MD 
Sydenham Park)”.  Hutton Grammar School, Hutton, 3 miles south west of Preston.  Founded by 
Christopher Walton, reorganised 1879, New Wing added, Gymnasium built 1885.  In 1881 there were 22 
Boarders and 31 Day Boys.   

Jessie Augusta and Laura Annie were sisters.   

The Rev Charles Williams, Vicar of Coalville 1876 to 1895, had married Maria Hewlett Pole 3rd Quarter 
1854 reg Williton.  She was the sister of Ellen Lamb Pole, William H Culverwell’s mother.   



Maria H Williams died 16/12/1899 at Sea View House, Dunster, which was the residence of her sister, now 
Ellen Lamb Slater.   

A report in the Preston Herald 28/7/1888 on Prize Giving Day for Hutton Grammar School states that “Rev 
B C Huntly said “he was sorry they were losing Mr Culverwell who had laboured so energetically in the 
school for over six years”.  So he had been a modern languages master there 1882 to 1888. 

Halifax Courier 27/4/1889: “Halifax New School, Headmaster H R Starke-Jones BA, Secondmaster, Rev HJH 
Faulkener BA; a strong teaching staff; after Easter the school will be removed from West Parade to West 
Grove House, Hopwood Lane.  New building being especially adapted for school purposes.  Arrangements 
are now made for boys to dine, if desired, at the house (10 Hyde Park Road) of Mr W H Culverwell recently 
Housemaster for six years at Hutton Grammar School, to whom applications respecting Boarders should 
be addressed.”.   

The school had been established in 1882 by H R Starke-Jones and eventually closed 11th July 1946.  William 
H Culverwell spent six years here from 1888 to 1894.   

WSFP 8/9/1894: “Alcombe School, Dunster.  1 mile from Minehead.  This old established school will be 
reopened Wednesday September 12.  W H Culverwell Prionciple; Secondmaster R W Hickin, late musical 
scholar, organist, choir master, Ayerst Hall Cambridge.   

South Wales Daily News 16/1/1895: “West of England Health Resort; Alcombe School, Dunster, Somerset, 
one mile from Minehead.  Headmaster Mr W H  Culverwell; sound business education, special attention 
to modern languages, home comforts, liberal diet, lofty dormitories, bathroom, sea bathing under 
supervision; delicate boys receive every care.  Reference kindly permitted, Rev W M Evans, Tregare 
Vicarage, Raglan, Monmouthshire.”.  

WSFP Saturday 20/3/1897: “The Late Mr W H Culverwell”.  “On Friday afternoon C E Hagon, Deputy 
Coroner for West Somerset held an Inquest at Alcombe into the cause of death of W H Culverwell who 
was found dead on Dunster Beach on Wednesday morning 10th inst.   

First witness, Mrs Culverwell who gave evidence under very great distress of mind, she said her husband 
was aged 38 and a Schoolmaster.  She last saw him on Tuesday evening (9th), when he left the house 8.30 
to 9 for a walk.  He didn’t say where he was going but was in the habit of going for a walk. 

He did not return and she went into Minehead between 5 and 6 the next morning and gave information 
to his brother.  The deceased had not been well for some time (weeks) passed – headaches, sleeplessness 
at night and depressed about his business generally.  He had been in debt and was troubled about his 
position.  No note was left by him.  Two or three times he had said he could not stand it any longer, but 
she thought he meant the life in school and she did not take much notice of the remarks.  He had not 
consulted a doctor.  On the Tuesday he seemed much better and like his old self.   

Mr John Brown Marley, Jeweller of Minehead, said that on Wednesday 10th he found the body of the 
deceased and 11.00 a.m. on the beach at Dunster near the mouth of the culvert which discharges the 
waters of the river.  The deceased was fully dressed and had an overcoat, his hat was missing.  He was 
quite dead.  The body lying on his face with head underwater.  Two Coastguards came and together they 
got the body out of the water and carried him up the beach.  His watch, in his waistcoat pocket, had 
stopped at 12 o’clock.  There was blood on the deceased’s neck; wound on the neck apparently a cut two 
inches long.  One Coastguard man went to Dunster Police Station; he remained with the body until 
Sergeant Mason came and searched the body.  He wasn’t intimately acquainted with the deceased but 
from what he knew of him he regarded him as of an emotional disposition.   



From the position of the body, when he found it, the deceased had apparently come through the culvert.  
He saw no trace of struggle nor blood.  He was alone when he found the body as the deceased’s brother 
had gone in the other direction.  The body lay in a foot of water with his head towards the culvert and 
about six foot from it.  The deceased’s collar was unbuttoned, both ends unfastened.  He saw no weapon 
that could have caused the wound.  

William Frederic Clode, Boatman, Coastguard, serving Minehead and Chief Boatman Spry corroborated 
the last witness.  Clode went to Dunster Police and then went into Dunster for a conveyance.   

On Thursday the 11th about 10 a.m. he went that way in the course of his duty and found the hat on the 
beach about two hundred yards from where the body was found in an easterly direction near Dunster 
Lane.   

He took part in a search for a weapon the previous day but found none.  But they found where the 
deceased got in.  With Spry and Police Sergeant Mason he went into the second manhole of the Culvert 
through which the river ran.  It was fifty to sixty yards from where the body was found.  There was a wall 
around the manhole with wooden railings on top of the wall.  At one spot where some batons were 
missing they found some spots of blood on the batons on each side of the open space.  Inside the wall 
were also spots of blood.  They saw no footmarks or signs of a struggle. 

Police Sergeant Mason stationed at Minehead said about 9 a.m on Wednesday the 10th he received 
information from Mr E Culverwell brother of the deceased that his brother had been missing the previous 
night.  At 11.15 a.m. on Wednesday he was at Dunster Police Station when the last witness reported the 
finding of a body.  Superintendent Perry instructed him to proceed to the beach which was about a mile 
below Dunster Railway Station.    

He found Mr Spry and Mr Marley in charge of the body which had been removed to the pebbles.  He 
searched the clothing and examined the body.  He found a clean cut wound on the neck two to three 
inches long and a little blood oozing from it.  He found one pound in gold, four shillings and nine pence in 
silver, a purse, silver watch and chain, pocket and memorandum books, a card case, a tobacco pouch, 
briarwood pipe, brass tap key, bunch of keys, an unreceipted bill and a silk handkerchief. From his 
examination it appeared the deceased had cut his throat while leaning over the wall and afterwards fallen 
into the water, the surface of which was twelve feet eight inches below the top of the wall.  The culvert 
was circular and about five feet diameter.  No weapon was found.  The distance from the manhole to 
where the water discharges on the beach was sixty four yards.   

Ebenezer Culverwell, Chemist, brother of the deceased.  The deceased had purchased the school at 
Alcombe two and a half years ago.  He had seen his brother continually.  The deceased had complained 
to him lately of great depression and he had supplied a tonic.  He fancied his financial position was a 
serious one, but he, during the last week had gone through his affairs with him and showed him he had 
no cause for undue anxiety.  During the past three weeks he had complained of sleeplessness so much so 
that he gave him sleeping powder and advised exercise in fresh air.  He was a steady man and had no 
other worries apart from his financial position.  He last saw him on Monday the 8th when he seemed low 
and depressed.   

The Coroner said this was a very sad case and there was no reason to suspect foul   

play.  His verdict was “Suicide while of unsound mind”.  



The funeral took place at Dunster on Saturday attended by the deceased’s relatives, scholars and 
sympathisers and members of the Exmoor Lodge.  Mrs Culverwell and relatives through our columns 
wished to convey their grateful thanks to those that have expressed sympathy.  

Ida Culverwell, daughter of William and Laura, birth registered 1st Quarter 1897.  She was born 
19/12/1896. 

1901 Census:  14 South Street, Worthing.  Helen M Jones, 50, Proprietor of Registry Office, born Dover.  
Laura A Culverwell, sister, 48, born Dover.  Ida Culverwell, niece, born Alcombe, Somerset. 

1901 Census:  The Orphanage, School For Orphan Children, Savile Park, Halifax.  William Cambridge 
Barber, 61, Principle and Headmaster.  John Edward Culverwell, resident, scholar, 11 born Halifax.  
Teaching staff 11, resident scholars 252. 

John Edward Culverwell born 12/5/1889 (son of William and Laura), baptised 28/9/1889, Kings Cross, 
Yorkshire (Halifax).  John was to emigrate to Canada and settled at Winnipeg where he was Clerk.  He died 
28/11/1918 at Winnipeg. 

1911 Census:  24 Grafton Road, Worthing.  Helen Maria Jones, 60, single.  Laura Annie Culverwell, sister, 
58, Assistant in Boarding House, born Dover.  Ida Culverwell, niece, 14, born Alcombe. 

Laura Annie Culverwell of The Convent of the Holy Rood, Findon, Sussex, widow, died 9/3/1940.  Probate 
to Edward Francis Crosby Jones, Retired Engineer. 

1939 Register:  St Marys Home, Priory Road, Hastings.  Ida Culverwell born 19/12/1896 Sister of Mercy.  
She died 2nd Quarter 1990 Wantage, Berks.   

Notes on William H Culverwell’s brothers. 

ARTHUR CULVERWELL 

Arthur Culverwell was Apprenticed in 1871 for four years in the Merchant Navy to Daniel & Sons of Bristol.  
He became a 2nd Mate in 1876 and a Mate in 1878.  He married Elizabeth Wookey 1st Quarter 1880, Bristol.   

1881 Census:   Church Street, Dunster.  Arthur Culverwell, 25, General Shopkeeper born Williton.  
Elizabeth CuLverwell, 21, born Cardiff.  Elsie M Culverwell, 0, born Dunster.  Martha Wookey, widow.   

Arthur Culverwell died at sea 15/8/1884 aged 28.  He was the Mate on the “Sinquasi” a sailing vessel 
registered Bristol.  The ship was sailing from Port Natal to Sourabaya when he fell overboard from the 
main top sail yard.  Sourabaya is a port in Indonesia on East Java on the Sourabaya Strait.   

The will of Arthur Culverwell formerly of 3 Albion Place, Richmond Road, Montpelier but late of 18 
Brigstocke Road, both in Bristol, who died 15/8/1884 at sea was proved by Elizabeth Culverwell of 18 
Brigstocke Road, widow.   

THOMAS CULVERWELL. 

1871 Census: 12 Albert Villas, St Michael, Bristol.  Albert Pole, 32, Printer, employing  6 men, 2 boys, born 
Williton.  Thomas Culverwell, 14, nephew, Apprentice Printer born Williton. 

1881 Census:  3 John Street, Temperance Hotel, Luton.  Thomas Culverwell, 24, married, Printer, Boarder, 
born Williton.   

1891 Census:  28 St Lukes Road, Kensington.  Thomas Culverwell, 35, Print Compositor born Williton.  
Elizabeth M Culverwell.  



Thomas Culverwell married Elizabeth Mary Thompson 2nd Quarter 1877 Bristol.   

1901 Census: St Lukes Road, Kensington.  Thomas Culverwell, 44, Print Reader, born Washford, Williton.  
Elizabeth Culverwell, 44, born Bristol. 

1911 Census: 74 Pix Road, Letchworth, Herts.  Thomas Culverwell, 54, Print Reader, born Washford.  Jessie 
Mary Ann Culverwell, 34, married 8 years. 

Thomas Culverwell died aged 76, 2nd Quarter 1933.  Registered Kingston, Surrey.   

EBENEZER  CULVERWELL 

April 13 1874 – June 19 1875 Alcombe School. 

1881 Census: 97 Union Street, Torquay.  Benjamin Knight, 37, Chemist.  Ebenezeer Culverwell, 18. 
Apprentice Chemist, born USA. 

1891 Census: Park Street, Minehead.  Ebenezer Culverwell, 28, Chemist, born USA. Beatrice Culverwell, 
27, born Williton.  William H Brown, 25, Assistant, born Barnstaple. 

1901 Census: The Parade, Minehead.  Ebenezer Culverwell, 38.  Beatrice Culverwell, 37.  Wilfred A 
Culverwell, 9.  Geoffrey H Culverwell, 6.  Muriel E Culverwell, 0.  Gilbert H Hawkins, 23, Chemist’s Assistant 
born Dulverton.  

1911 Census: Ivythorne, Minehead.  Ebenezer Culverwell, 48.  Beatrice Culverwell, 47, 20 years married, 
4 children.  Muriel Ellen Culverwell, 10.  Mary Cox, sister in law, 54, born Williton.  

Ebenezer Culverwell died 15/10/1914. 

Additional notes on Ellen Lamb Pole/Culverwell/Slater. 

1881 Census: Sea View House, Castle Hill, Dunster.  James Slater, 79, retired Grocer born Hambleton, 
Yorkshire.  Ellen Slater, 50, Principle of School. 

1891 Census: Sea View House, Ellen Slater, aged 60, Schoolmistress. 

1901 Census:  High Street, Dunster.  Ellen Slater, 70, Retired Schoolmistress.  Phyllis Eileen Culverwell, 
granddaughter, 4, born Minehead (child of Ebenezer).   

1911 Census:  Sea View House, Dunster.  Ellen L Slater, 80, widow. Five children born alive, two still living, 
three have died.  Born Egrove near Williton (20/3/1831).In 1911 Phyllis Culverwell was attending school 
in Cliftonville, Kent, aged 14 and a year later was at Edgehill Girls School, Barnstaple.  She later married 
Stanley J Floyd.  

Interesting notes: WSFP 21/10/1899: “Culverwell: August 31 at Meadow Valley Wash, Lincoln County, 
State of Nevada, North America.  William Culverwell second son of the late Thomas Culverwell of Bishops 
Lydeard Mills, aged 63 years.   

From the website “The city of Caliente”. “The meadow area around the junction of the Meadow Valley 
Wash and Clover Creek was originally settled in the early 1860s. In 1874 ranchers William and Charles 
Culverwell purchased the Jackman Ranch and renamed it as Culverwell Ranch.  Along with ranching the 
family earned a living by providing hay for the mining camps in Pioche and Delamar.  The area became 
known as Culverwell and then as the town of Caliente.  By 1910 it was the largest in Lincoln County.  The 
Culverwell Gold Mine was located by Charles and William in 1899.”Charles Culverwell died 9/12/1908 
Lincoln County (born 15/6/1848).   



DANIEL,  HERBERT  KENNETH 

Pilot Officer (Observer) 114733 aged 32 RAFVR, died 19/4/1942.  Son of Herbert Garfield David and Ada 
Daniel of Cardiff; husband of Janet Mathilda Anne Daniel of Minehead.  Buried Cardiff (Cathays) Cemetery.    
Belonged to 3 Radio School RAFVR . 

Anson 1 DG 861 3RS broke up in the air one mile south of Maybole, Ayrshire: Pilot Officer Daniel was the 
instructor and Henry H Want was the Pilot, three other crew on board.  All deaths were registered in the 
Maybole District of Ayr 1942.  The trainee Radio Operator was William G Gorton (trained Priest). 

Parts of the aircraft Anson 1 DG861 and crew fell on the service road between Thornbrook Farm, Maybole 
and the small holdings of Deanmill Farm, Maybole.   

Both wings fell off in a dive and the plane crashed one mile south of Maybole, Ayrshire 19/4/1942. 

1911 Census: 4 Africa Gardens, Gabalfa, Cardiff.  Herbert Garfield Daniel, 27, School Master, born 
Abersychan, Monmouth.  Ada Lilian Daniel, 27 (married three years), born Eastbrook, Glamorgan.  Herbert 
Kenneth Daniel, aged 1 born Cardiff.   

H K Daniel married Janet M A Bull 2nd Quarter 1935 Sutton Coldfield, Warwickshire.  

Daniel Herbert Kenneth of 44 Paganal Road, Minehead, died 19/4/1942 on War Service.  Widow, Janet 
Mathilda Anne Daniel. 

1939 Register: 44 Paganal Road, Minehead.  Herbert K Daniel born 24/6/1909 Bank (Securities) Clerk. 

Janet died February 2000 aged 88 registered Daventry, Northants. 

In the 1911 Census she was 4 days old living at 21 Ryland Grove, Sutton Coldfield.  Parents James and 
Amelia Bull.   

  



DAVIS,  HENRY  JOHN 

WO (Navigator) 580766, RAFVR, died 28/10/1944 aged 26, buried Coventry (Canley Garden Cemetery and 
Crematorium).  Son of Clement Francis and Alice Rosalie Davis; husband of Barbara May Davis of Braddon, 
Isle of Man.   

1939 Register “Raleigh” Parks Lane, Minehead.  Alice R Davis born 24/1/1894 widow. 

Clement Francis Davis died 4th Quarter 1931 aged 37, registered Williton.  Clement Francis Davis of 
“Raleigh” Parks Lane, died 14/11/1931.  Alice Rosalie Davis, Widow. 

C F Davis married Alice R Wilkins 4th Quarter 1916, registered Taunton. 

H J Davis born 1st Quarter 1918, registered Taunton. 

H J Davis married 8/8/1944, Barbara May Moore at Braddon, Isle of Man. 

Henry John Davis of “Raleigh” Parks Lane, died 18/10/1944 at Eagles Green, Northumberland.  His death 
was registered in December 1944, Northumberland West.  Joel Frederick Dean (Pilot), Henry John Davis 
(Navigator), Pilot Officer Walter Braithwaite Smith, all died in crash of Wellington LP665 of 105 (Transport) 
Operational Training Unit near Haltwhistle, Northumberland, on 28/10/1944.   

105 OUT was formed at RAF Bramcote to train crews for airline transport squadrons using Vickers 
Wellingtons.  Bramcote was four miles south east of Nuneaton.   

  



DAWSON-THOMAS, BEATRICE  MARY  and EDWARD  MORGAN  

In 1908 Mrs Beatrice Mary Dawson-Thomas came to live in Minehead and soon after her arrival formed 
the Red Cross VAD of Somerset 14.   

1911 Census “Harefield”, The Parks, Minehead.  Edward Morgan Dawson-Thomas, 41, Private Means, 
born Withycombe, Devon.  Beatrice Mary Dawson-Thomas, 40, married 10 years, born Harpford, Devon.   
Winifred Mary Dawson-Thomas, 7, born Paignton. Laura Marian Bramald, 22, Governess, single, born 
Beeston, Notts.    

1901 Census.  Llanglydwen, Carmarthenshire.  Edward Morgan Dawson-Thomas, 31, Slate Quarry 
Manager/Farmer.  Beatrice Mary Dawson-Thomas, 30, born Harpford, Devon. 

At St Marys Church, Lymm, Cheshire, 26/4/1900 by the Rev. G B Thurston, Rector . the Parish. Edward 
Morgan Dawson-Thomas of Tregroes, Glamorgan and of Trefach, Pembroke, to Beatrice Mary daughter 
of the late Captain C E Pritchard RA, Madras Army.  1871 Census, Withycombe Village, Parsonage House, 
Withycombe Raleigh, St Thomas, Devon. John B Dawson-Thomas, Widower, 31, Magistrate, Land Owner, 
born Fullham.  Edward Thomas, son, 1, born Withycombe. 

Edward Morgan Dawson-Thomas born 11/5/1869. 

Dawson-Dawson on 17/6/1868 at the Parish Church Withycombe Raleigh by the Rev. George Dawson, 
Rector of Woodleigh, Devon, assisted by Rev. H L Hussey, Incumbant of the Parish.  John Blackwell Dawson 
of Tregroes, Glamorgan and of Withycombe, Exmouth, second son of the late Colonel Dawson, CB, RE, to 
Louisa second daughter of Charles Dawson of Exmouth Devon.   

From the Western Times, 14/5/1869: “Dawson-Thomas, May 11th at Withycombe Exmouth the wife of Mr 
J B Dawson-Thomas of a son”.   

Dawson-Thomas; on May 22nd 1869 at Withycombe, Exmouth, Louisa, the dearly beloved wife of J B 
Dawson-Thomas Esq (died).  

The 1881 Census shows that aged 11/12/13 Edward Morgan attended the Pencarwick Preparatory School 
For Boys, Louisa Terrace, Littleham, Exmouth.  Number of pupils 40 to 50; sons of leading Devon families 
and of the whole of the South West attended.  The majority of pupils leaving Pencarwick at 14 were 
destined for Public School or the Navy.  The School gave its pupils an excellent academic background.  It 
closed in 1908.  

The Marlborough College Register shows Edward Morgan attended between April 1882 and 1886.  His 
entry reads; “Edward Morgan Dawson-Thomas, son of J B Dawson-Thomas Esq, Limehurst, Spring Grove, 
Isleworth, born May 11 1869; left 1886; X1 1886.  Address: Bath Club, Bath.   

In 1891 the Census shows Edward Morgan as a boarder at 29 Kilwardly Street, Ashby De La Zouch, aged 
21 and his occupation that of a Land Agent’s Pupil.   

An entry in the 1902/3 edition of “The Surveyor’s Institution” shows that Edward Morgan Dawson-Thomas 
was a Professional Associate by examination of the Institution.  He had first been elected 28/11/1892.  His 
address in 1902/3 was Trefach, Clynderwen, R.S.O. (Railway Sub Office), Pembrokeshire. 

Dawson-Thomas: on 24/8/1903 at South Eden, Paignton, the wife of E M Dawson-Thomas of Tregroes, 
Pencoed and Trefach , Clynderwen, of a daughter (Winifred).   



From “The History and Antiquities of Glamorganshire and its Families”, Thomas Nicholas, 1874.  Thomas, 
John Blackwell Dawson Esq of Tregroes , Glamorganshire: “J P for the County of Glamorgan; born 3/3/1840 
at Fullham, Middlesex; married 17/6/1868, Louisa, second daughter of Charles Dawson Esq. of Exmouth, 
Devon; succeeded to estates 1863; has issue, 1 son, Edward Dawson.  Heir; Edward Dawson.  Residences: 
Tregroes near Bridgend and Withycombe near Exmouth.  Motto: Nil Desperandum”.   

From the London Gazette, Tuesday 11/8/1868 “Whitehall July 6th 1868; The Queen has been pleased to 
grant unto John Blackwell Dawson, of Tregroes, in the County of Glamorgan, Esquire, in the Commission 
of the Peace for the said County, eldest son and heir of Robert Kearsley Dawson, late of Lee Grove, 
Blackheath, in the County of Kent, Esquire, Companion of the Most Honourable Order of Bath, Colonel in 
the Corps of Royal Engineers, by Frances Jane, his wife, daughter of John Blackwell, late of the City and 
County of Bristol, Gentleman, and Frances, his wife, sister of William Thomas late of Tregroes aforesaid, 
and of Little Bromley, in the County of Essex, Esquire, all deceased,  Her Royal Licence and Authority that 
he and his issue may take and henceforth use the surname of Thomas in addition to and after that of 
Dawson, and that he and they may bear the Arms of Thomas Quarterly 2recorded in the College of Arms, 
otherwise the said Royal Licence and Permission to be void and of non effect.”. 

Beatrice Mary Pritchard 1871 Census:  The Vicarage, Harpford, Devon; Joseph Gattey Vicar of Harpford 
and Maria Gattey are listed with no ages or birthplaces recorded and the word “travelling” written; Mary 
H Pritchard, daughter, 28, born Cullompton; Mabel Pritchard, granddaughter, 4, born East Indies; Maude 
Pritchard, granddaughter, 18 months, born Burma; Beatrice Pritchard, granddaughter, 6 months, born 
Harpford.    

Beatrice Mary born 13/10/1870 and baptised 2/12/1870 Harpford, daughter of Charles Edward and Mary 
Heath Pritchard.  Abode Kamptee, East Indies and Harpford.  Father Captain Royal Artillery.  Ceremony by 
Joseph Gattey, Vicar.  7 

Mary Heath Gattey, 22, married Charles Edward Pritchard, 25, 6/8/1864 at Madras, India – Cannanore 
(Kannur) (State of Kerala).   

Charles Edward Pritchard born 10/9/1840 Singapore, Bengal, India; baptised 7/2/1841 (Presidency of 
Bengal).  Father Colonel Henry Pritchard, Mother Elizabeth Deyen Pritchard.   

Charles Edward Pritchard, late of Kamptee in the Presidency of Madras in the East Indies, Captain Royal 
Artillery, who died 30/11/1872 at sea.  Probate to Mary Heath Pritchard of Harpford, Devon.   

Captain Charles Edward Pritchard of the Royal Artillery, Brigade Major of the Nagpore Force, died on 
November 30th on his passage home aged 33.  He entered the service December 1857; became Lieutenant 
August 1858 and Captain August 1866.   

Pritchard – November 30th, aged 33, at sea, of fever on his way home from Bombay, Charles Edward 
Pritchard, Captain RA, (late Madras), Brigade Major Kamptee, second son of General H Pritchard, Judge 
Advocate General of the Madras Army, after being in India 16 years.   

Mabel Annie Eva Pritchard born 26/9/1866 Kamptee; Maude Eleanor Pritchard born 13/8/1869, 
ThyetMyo, Bengal, India.   

Each of his three daughters were awarded £12 a year pension until they were 21.   

1881 Census, Alma House, Littleham, Exmouth: Mary H Pritchard, 39, pensioner from government, born 
Cullompton;  Beatrice Pritchard, 10, scholar born Harpford; Mabel Pritchard, 14, born East India; Maude 
Pritchard, 11, born Burma. 



1891 Census, 5 Gordon Terrace, Littleham, Exmouth:  Mary H Pritchard, widow, 49, own means;  Maude 
E Pritchard, 21; Beatrice Mary Pritchard, 20;  Maria Gattey, Widow, Mother, 74, born Glastonbury.  

Mary Heath Pritchard died 4th Quarter 1898 registered Totnes, aged 56.  

In the 1918 Honours List Beatrice Mary Dawson-Thomas Commandant of the Auxiliary Hospital, Old Baux 
Buildings, Minehead.    Honour received? 

The following were on board the “Minnedosa”, 12/10/1922 sailing from Southampton to Montreal:  
Edward Morgan Dawson-Thomas, 53, “Harefield” Minehead, Settler; Beatrice (“Beatie”). 52, Settler; 
Winifred Dawson-Thomas, 19, Settler.   

Edward Morgan Dawson-Thomas of Fairfield RMD, Duncan, Vancouver Island, died 1/1/1937 at King’s 
Daughters Hospital, Duncan, aged 67.  

Beatrice Mary Dawson-Thomas died 16/2/1966, Victoria, British Columbia, aged 95. 

Transcription of VAD card for Edward Morgan Dawson-Thomas.  “Living at Harefield Minehead.  Served 
August 1914 to March 1919 as a Carpenting Orderly.  First did all carpenting, mending and odd jobs.  Took 
over the Vegetable House and arranged it.  Cleaning all the vegetables for dinner for everyone.  Served a 
total of 6881 hours at the Yeomanry and Red Cross Hospital, Minehead.  When war broke out this member 
gave up all his mornings, then a busy man working his own garden, entirely to make lockers, splints, do 
mending etc for the Yeomanry Hospital which ran for 9 months while the troops were stationed here.  
When the Red Cross Hospital opened he, with a lady, undertook the management of the Vegetable House, 
cleaning all the vegetables every day; on duty from 9.00 a.m. till 1.00 p.m. and many times again in the 
evening.  In the 3 years he missed only 1 week for a holiday and was ill for 6 weeks.  Has been mentioned 
for his special work and sacrifices.  Queen Alexandra’s Diploma for Special Work Done.   

A note on the Genealogy of the Dawsons and Dawson-Thomases.   

Edward Morgan Dawson-Thomas’s father John Blackwell Dawson-Thomas died 2/10/1899 at 19 
Brunswick Terrace, Weymouth and was buried in Bath Abbey Cemetery.   

His father was Robert Kearsley Dawson. 

1851 Census Grove Place. Lee, Lewisham: Robert K Dawson, 52, Captain Royal Engineers, born Dover, 
Kent; Frances Jane, 46, born Llangollen, Glamorgan; John Blackwell Dawson, 11, born Fullham; Robert T 
Dawson, 9, born Fullham; George A Dawson, 8, born Fullham; Frances E Dawson, 6, born Fullham.  

On 11/6/1839 Robert Kearsley Dawson married Frances Jane Blackwell at St James Bath.  ‘s  

Robert Kearsley Dawson died at 4 Grove Place, Blackheath, 28/3/1861. 

Robert Kearsley Dawson’s father was Robert Dawson. 

Robert Dawson, born Plymouth 10/11/1771, the 7th of 10 children and the only one to live to maturity.  
He lived in Plymouth Dockyard until 13, when he was taken on as an Apprentice by William Gardener, 
Chief Draughtsman in the Drawing Office in the Tower of London.  Gardener helped him to be apprenticed 
to the Board of Ordnance Survey in 1791.  He served with the Ordnance Survey for 45 years.   

In 1794 at St Johns Church, Lewes, Sussex, he married Jane Budgen, the sister of two well known Ordnance 
Surveyors, Richard and Charles.  They had 8 children whose birth places reveal the peripatetic life of an 
Ordnance Surveyer, as well as the order in which areas were taken up by the Surveyor. 



Matthew, Felicia and Robert Kearsley were born at Dover between 1795 to 1798; Felicia Maria was born 
at High Wycombe in 1800.  Her father was an instructor in Military Surveying at the Royal Military College 
in High Wycombe in that year.  Jane was born at Stogumber in 1802: George at Liskeard 1804; William at 
Bodmin 1804, and Charles at Wokingham in 1807.   

Robert Dawson’s career with the Ordnance Survey from which he retired in 1836 is well chronicled.  Of 
his children: the two Felicias died in early ifancy.  Matthew and Robert Kearsley were commissioned into 
the Royal Engineers.  Charles became a Surveyor in the Ordnance Survey and George became a Clergyman. 

Robert Dawson died aged 89 22/6/1860 at Woodleigh Rectory, Devon, the residence of his son George.   

1851 Census Woodleigh: George Dawson 47, Rector of Woodleigh, born Liskeard;  Matilda E Dawson, 29, 
born Diptford, Devon;  Matilda J, 5, born Woodleigh; George H, 2, born Woodleigh; Sophia C, 0, born 
Woodleigh; Robert Dawson, Widower, 79, pensioner, late Ordnance Surveyor. 

So  Edward Morgan Dawson -Thomas’s father John Blackwell was the son of Robert Kearsley.  Edward 
Morgan Dawson-Thomas’s mother was the daughter of Charles Dawson. 

1841 Census AvenhamColonade, Preston, Lancashire.  Charles Dawson, 34, Military Surveyor, Anne 
Dawson, 35; Charles Dawson, 7; William Dawson, 4; Margaret Dawson, 2; Felicia Dawson, 0. 

1851 Census, Henley, Northfield End, Oxford.  Charles Dawson, 44, Fundholder, born Wokingham; Anne 
Dawson, 48, born Cowbridge, Glamorgan; Louisa Dawson, 18, born Llangollen; William Dawson, 14, born 
Tresilian, Glamorgan.  

Charles Dawson of Llanblethian and Anne Bevan of Cowbridge married 22/4/1830 Parish of Cowbridge; 
the eldest daughter of John Bevan of Cowbridge.  

Louisa Dawson (Edward Dawson-Thomas’s mother) was baptised 9/11/1832 Llangollen.   

12/1/1852 at Denmark House, Henley on Thames, Anne, wife of Charles Dawson and daughter of the late 
John Bevan of Cowbridge, Glamorgan, died.  

1871 Census, Rill Cottage, Withycombe Raleigh, St Thomas,  Devon; Charles Dawson 63, Fundholder, born 
Wokingham; Susanna J Dawson, 39, born Llangollen. 

Robert Kearsley Dawson born 9/11/1798 baptised Dover 22/12/1798. 

Charles Dawson, baptised 25/5/1807, Wokingham and died 1st Quarter 1881, St Thomas, Devon aged 73. 

George Dawson baptised 6.3.1804 Liskeard.  

  



DEVAS,KATHLEEN (EMILY  KATHLEEN  SYBIL UTTERSON) 

In 1901 Emily K Utterson was at a private school, aged 16, Mitcham Hall, London Road, Croydon, 
Wimbledon.   

1911 Census: Cotlake House, Trull, Taunton.  Archibald Hammond Utterson, 75, Widower, Major General 
and Colonel Leicester Regiment, born Layer Marvey, Essex; Alice Marguerite Utterson, 39, single, born 
Kirk Ella, Yorkshire; Grace Ella Deburgh Utterson, 31, single, born Geneva; Emily Kathleen Sybil Utterson, 
26, single, born Hale, Aldershot. 

Emily Kathleen born 31/7/1884, Seaforth House, Hale, Aldershot.  Baptised 14/9/1884, Hale.  Father 
Colonel, 1st Leicestershire Regiment, Seaforth House.   

Married at The Annunciation Parish of Marylebone, 30/9/1916. Ernest Francis Devas, 32, Orchard Hotel.  
Father, Arthur Charles Devas (deceased) to Emily Kathleen Sybil Utterson, 31, Portland Hotel.  Father 
Archibald Hammond Utterson, Major General. 

Ernest Francis Devas, 2nd Lieutenant, 3rd Battalion Wiltshire Regiment (1917).  His army records gives 
wife’s address as: 211 Ashley Gardens, Westminster.  Mother’s address: Louisa Mary Devas, Leighton 
House, The Parks, Minehead.  Enlisted Shepherds Bush aged 30 years and 153 days.   

In May 1920 E F Devas at Broad Farm, Heltingly, Sussex. 

Emily Kathleen’s mother was Isabella Melissa Burstall, born 7/1/1843, Quebec, Canada.  Married 
14/4/1863 St James, Weston.   

Isabella Melissa Utterson of “Gidbrook” West Monkton, Taunton, wife of Archibald Hammond Utterson, 
died 18/6/1904 at the Royal Hotel, Weston Super Mare.   

1861 Census: Watnall Hall (Built circa 1690, demolished 1962) Greasley, Notts.  Henry Burstall, 56, Timber 
Merchant, born Hull; Elizabeth Burstall, (Maiden Surname Blenkin), 50, born Hull; Isabella M Burstall, 19, 
born Canada; John H Burstall, 16, born Canada.   

Henry Burstall, formerly of Quebec, late of Woolfreton House, Kirk Ella, York, died 31/1/1866 at 
Woolfreton House. 

Henry Burstall went to Quebec in 1832 where he established H and E Burstall a Timber Merchants 
exporting wood products along with his brother Edward.  Henry retired in 1856 leaving the Company in 
his brother’s hands.  In 1857 John Burstall, a nephew was admitted as a partner.  

1939 Register, Acres Gate, Hollingbourne, Kent.:  Ernest Francis Devas born 15/4/1884, private means; 
Emily K S Devas, born 31/7/1884, private means. 

Emily K S Devas died 1st Quarter 1960, registered Tonbridge, aged 75 (13/3/1960) Tonbridge Wells.  

Ernest Devas retired farmer died 1965.   

1/8/1912 Clifton Soc. “The death occurred on Monday at his residence near Taunton of Major General 
Archibald Hammond Utterson CB, Colonel of the Leicestershire Regiment.  General Utterson who was 
born 1836 joined the 17th Regiment of Foot in 1854 and served during the Siege and Fall of Sebastapol.  
Twenty years later he took part in the Afghan War and with the 1st Division Peshawar Valley Field Force 
was present at the capture of Ali Musjid and accompanied the expedition to the Bazar Valley. In 1894 he 
received a reward for Distinguished Service and in 1905 became Colonel of the Leicestershire Regiment.  
General Utterson married in 1863, Isabella, daughter of Mr H Burstall of Woolfreton House, Yorks, who 



died in 1904 and by her had 2 sons and 5 daughters.  The funeral will take place on Thursday at Weston 
Super Mare where Mrs Utterson is buried.” 

Bath Chronicle 16/9/1916.  “A marriage has been arranged and will take place in October between Mr 
Ernest Francis Devas youngest son of the late Reverend A C Devas Vicar of St Peters Devizes and Mrs Devas 
of Leighton House, Minehead, and Kathleen youngest daughter of the late Major General A H Utterson 
CB and Mrs Utterson.” 

Transcription of VAD card: “address c/o Parrs Bank Ltd, Taunton.  Enlisted 30/4/15; Nurse; VAD Hospital 
Minehead, 2 months 1915; Hospital Notre Dame De Grive July 15 to April 1916. “ 

DEVAS, ARTHUR EDWARD 

Lieutenant Essex Regiment, died 1/2/1915, son of the late Arthur Charles and Louisa Mary Devas, Cleeve 
Cottage, Minehead.  Buried Minehead Cemetery aged 37.  The following comes from the Haileybury 
College Memorial, Hertford Heath Roll of Honour, to be found in the College Chapel.  

“Born 24/7/1877 in Devizes Wiltshire, son of Arthur Charles and Louisa Mary (nee Trevor) Devas, later of 
Cleeve Cottage.  Attended Haileybury 1891-94”.   

Fought in South Africa 1899 to 1902; gazetted 2nd Lieutenant 1902 and Lieutenant 17/1/1906 in the Essex 
Regiment.  Enlisted Somerset Light Infantry 1896.  Queen’s Medal, 5 clasps, King’s Medal, 2 clasps.  

At the outbreak of The Great War the Essex Regiment was in Mauritius (Port Louis); “Lot of rain, mosquito, 
sugar cane. If you were on duty you had to wear a veil on your face and gloves on your hands”.  They 
arrived in England, December 1914 and went to Harwich.  18/1/1915 to Banbury joining 88 Brigade.  
Arthur Edward Devas of Minehead, Lieutenant HM Army, died 15/2/1915 Oxford Hospital.  Probate to 
Edward Trevor, Gentleman   

1911 Census “Broadleas”, King Edward Road, Minehead. Louisa Devas, 61, widow, born Bridgwater of 
private means.  Helen Devas, 40, single, Schoolmistress, born Devizes.  Dorothy Devas, 35, single, private 
means. Horace Devas, 28, single, Surgeon Royal Navy.  Jocelyne Devas, 25, single, private means.  

In 1911 Arthur was at Warley Barracks, Warley, Brentwood, Essex and the Military Enumerating Officer 
for that Census.  Warley Barracks was the Home Barracks of the Essex Regiment and was within easy reach 
of Tilbury. 

Arthur Charles Devas married L M Trevor, 21/9/1869 at Nether Stowey.  The Reverend Arthur Charles 
Devas died 1/5/1901 aged 57 and is buried in Devizes Cemetery.  He baptised Arthur Edward 21/8/1877 
at St John’s the Baptist, Devizes.   

  



DONATI,  MARCUS  DAVID 

Lieutenant (A) aged 25 died 17/1/1941 HMS Goshawk Royal Navy.  Son of Adrian William and Florence 
Maud Donati of Porlock.  Lee-on-Solent Memorial (Fleet Air Arm). 

Marcus Donati survived landing in Swordfish K6002 of 816 Squadron after the Narvik Attack 12/4/1940.  
“Furious” Pitched heavily s helanded and he went over the side and survived in the sea for 45 minutes in 
a sea temperature of 28 degrees Fahrenheit until picked up by “Hero”.   

He went to Taunton School and became a Sub Lieutenant 21/12/1937. He died on 17/1/1941 on SS 
Almeda Star en route to HMS Goshawk Trinidad.   

HMS Goshawk RN was a base at Piarco, Trinidad.  It was commissioned 6/11/1940 and closed 28/2/1946.  
Originally known as Malabar II Royal Naval Air Station for Training, Number 1 Observer Training School.   

Almeda Star Steam Passenger Ship was built in 1926 and sunk 17/1/1941 by U96 commanded by Heinrich 
Lehmann-Willenbrock at 58 degrees 16 minutes north, 13 degrees 40 minutes west.  360 dead, no 
survivors.  At least 102 Fleet Air Arm on board going to Trinidad.  

Almeda Star, Master Harry Cecil Howard, Commodore of the Blue Star Line was spotted 35 miles North 
East of Rockall.  U96 fired G7e torpedo at 0745 at Almeda Star which stopped after a hit amidships.  As 
the ship did not sink after being hit in the stern and amidships by two coup de gras at 0805 and 0907, U96 
surfaced at shell the ship.  Germans observed four lifeboats and still saw people on deck.  Shelled from 
0932 to 0948, hitting with 15 of 28 incendary shells.  Another torpedo was fired at 0955 and the ship sank 
within three minutes.   

There were no survivors.  The Master, 136 crew, 29 gunners and 194 passengers.  Among the passengers 
were 21 officers and 121 ratings of the Fleet Air Arm (749, 750, 752 FAA Squadrons).  En route to RNAS 
Piarco, Trinidad.   

The ship left Liverpool 15/1/1941 en route to the River Plate (Buenos Aires) and was sunk 350 miles West 
of the Isle of Lewis.   

M D Donati, birth registered  2nd Quarter 1915  Williton.  Mother’s maiden surname Shadwick. 

1939 Register, 23 (?) Blenheim Road, Minehead, Adam W Donati born 8/4/1874 Chartered Lane Agent, 
Registered Architect.  Florence M Donati, born 27/8/1884, Edward W Donati, born 9/4/1909, Chartered 
Architect and Surveyor. 

1911 family was at Bideford “Southernhay”, Bideford.   

Edward Donati, Pilot RAF, married November 1940 Great Barr, Birmingham, Suzette Naomi Mould.  He is 
described as the son of Mr and Mrs Adrian (sic) Donati of Winsford, and the best man was Marcus Donati.  

  



DOVELL,  PHILLIP  GODFREY 

1939 Register 3 Hemp Gardens, Minehead.  Phillip G Dovell born 4/8/1902 Bank Sub Branch Manager.  
Daisy O Dovell born 22/9/1899, Harriet R Dovell born 26/4/1864. 

1911 family at Washford.  Joseph Dovell 46, Farmer.  Harriet Richard Dovell, 46, Phillip Godfrey Dovell 
born Crowcombe aged 8,  

Phillip Godfrey Dovell of  “Hillside”, Hemp Gardens, Minehead, died 25/11/1940 at General Hospital 
Bristol.  Daisy Olive Dovell, Widow.  Joseph Dovell retired farmer. 

P G Dovell married Daisy O Tazewell 1st Quarter 1929, registered Wellington, Somerset.   

Died 26/11/1940 aged 38, Civilian War Dead.  Fireman, Minehead Auxilery Fire Service.  Husband of Daisy 
Olive Dovell of Hillside, Hemp Gardens, Minehead.  Injured 25/11/1940 at Bedminster and died Bristol.  
Buried in Minehead Cemetery. 

Commemorated on the Civilian War Dead Roll of Honour located at St George’s Chapel, Westminster 
Abbey.   

Express & Echo 29/11/1940 1) “Mr Phillip Geoffrey (sic) Dovell a Patrol Officer of Minehead AFS who was 
fatally injured in an accident was buried yesterday at Minehead; the coffin on which rested his tin hat and 
belt, being covered with the Union Jack.”.   2) Mr P G Dovell a former Taunton Bank Clerk who was killed 
while on service with the Minehead AFS was buried.  He was 38.   

3) 30/11/1940 “Fire Brigade’s Tribute at Minehead “Mr Phillip G Dovell, a Patrol Officer of Minehead AFS 
who was fatally injured in an accident in which he and his squad were involved was given an impressive 
funeral on Thursday.  Mr Dovell, whose parents lived near Taunton was 38.  He was a member of staff at 
Lloyds Bank and had served the bank at Taunton and Wellington before he moved to Minehead twelve 
years ago. 

The coffin was covered in a Union Jack on which rested his tin hat and belt was taken to St Andrews Church 
and later to the Cemetery on the Fire Engine.  It was escorted by units of the Fire Services at Minehead, 
Bridgwater, Taunton, Burnham on Sea, Williton, Watchet and Dulverton under District Officer J Connolly 
of Bridgwater.” 

  



DOWN, FREDERICK COLLIER 

Private 17226 1st Battalion Somerset Light Infantry.  Died 25/6/1915 aged 20.  Son of James and Sarah Ann 
Down of 51 Bampton Street, Minehead.  Commemorated Talana Farm Cemetery, Belgium. 

1911 Census, 51 Bampton Street, Minehead.  James Down, 48, Mason, born Minehead.  Sarah Ann (nee 
Collier) 51, born Thornbury, Gloucestershire, (17 years married).  William James Down, 17, Apprentice 
Tailor, born Minehead.  Fred Collier Down, 15, Apprentice Shoe Maker, born Minehead.   

Frederick was baptised 14/8/1895 at Minehead and his birth registered second quarter 1895. 

1st Battalion SLI was a part of 11th Brigade, 4th Division.  In June 1915 the 11th Brigade Sector ran from 
Wieltje Farm to St Jean Road.  Between 26/5/1915 and 6/7/1915 the 1st Somersets were encountering 
the rigour of trench warfare; always dangerous and full of discomfort.  Casualties were 1 Officer and 27 
Other Ranks killed; 3 Officers and 102 Other Ranks wounded; 5 Other Ranks missing.  Frederick was one 
of those killed.  

  



DYER,  THOMAS  GILBERT 

Died 14/11/1916, Z/998 Howe Battalion Royal Naval Division, RNVR; aged 21, son of John and Agnes Dyer, 
9 Woodcombe, Minehead.  Commemorated Varennes Military Cemetery   

1911 Census, Minehead Without, Minehead.  John Dyer, 42, born Minehead, Farm Labourer.  Agnes Dyer, 
39, born Henbury, Bristol.  Thomas Gilbert Dyer, 15, Glazier’s Apprentice, born Minehead.  Albert Dyer, 
12, born Minehead, Errand Boy for China Dealers.  Fred, 10: William, 8: Mary, 7: John, 4: Marion, 1, all 
born Minehead. 

Thomas Gilbert Dyer baptised 11/10/1895, Minehead, and birth registered fourth quarter 1895.  

Entered Royal Navy 12/7/1915; Rating OS, AB 12/10/1915; of 9 Woodcombe, Minehead; occupation 
Painter.   

19/7/1915 attached to 4th Battalion 4/A/885. 

9/9/1915 drafted from 4th Battalion depot to 2nd Reserve Battalion Blandford. 

5/12/1915 drafted from 2nd Reserve Battalion Blandford to Howe Battalion MEF. 

17/12/1915 disembarked Alexandria, Egypt. 

26/12/1915 embarked to join unit and joined Howe Battalion at Mudros (island Aegean Sea where Royal 
Naval Division had been evacuated to from Gallipoli) per HMT Lake Michigan.   

21/2/1916 Howe Battalion left for Stavros (on Greek Mainland East of Salonika, now Thessalonika) 

31/3/1916 Howe Battalion arrived Mudros.   

7/5/1916  embarked Mudros abroad HMT Briton. 

12/5/1916 disembarked Marseilles.   

11/11/1916 Englebelmer. 

13/11/1916 Attack on Beaucourt; entered 1st and 2nd Lines; heavy losses during next advance, just 1 
Officer and 20 men reaching 3rd line.   

Thomas died from wound received in this attack.   

  



ENGLAND,  HENRY  E 

Lance Corporal 18941 Canadian Infantry; died 14/2/1915, 6th (Reserve) Battalion.  Son of Mr and Mrs C 
England of Bampton House, Minehead.  Buried Minehead Cemetery.   

Henry E England born Bristol 7/10/1893.  Next of kin Charles England, Bampton House, Bampton Street, 
Minehead.  Henry was a Bank Clerk.  Joined/attested 21/9/1914 aged 20 years 11 months.  Joined at 
Valcartier (attested), enlisted 24/9/1914, Edmonton.   

Admitted to hospital 11/2/1915 Tidworth, died 14/2/1915 of meningitis.   

18941 Lance Corporal H E England, 4th Troop, 19th Alberta Dragoons, 1st Canadian Contingent, died 2.35 
a.m. 14/2/1915, Tidworth Military Hospital (epidemic cerebro-spinal fever).   

His unit was 17th Battalion 19th Alberta Dragoons which sailed from Quebec 4/10/1914 aboard SS New 
Zealand.  His mother, Mrs Unity England was next of kin.  He was buried in Minehead Cemetery 18/2/1915.   

1911 Census 8 Bampton Street, Minehead, Charles England, 58 born Almondsbury, Gloucestershire, 
Domestic Coachman.  Unity England, 57, born Great Kingshill, Bucks.  Arthur Charles England, 20, Tailor, 
born Bristol.  Thomas England, 15, Butcher’s Apprentice, born Bristol. 

1901 Census, Alma Vale Road, Bristol.  Harry England, 8 born Clifton, Gloucestershire. 

Unity Nash married Charles England, Almondsbury, Gloucestershire, 12/9/1882.   

  



ESCOTT,  THOMAS 

Died 19/12/1941, aged 46, Civilian War Dead.  Fireman, NFS Shore Signaller, Minehead Life Boat.  Husband 
of Ethel Irene Escott of 37 Queens Road, Minehead.  On foreshore, Blue Anchor, Old Cleeve.  
Commemorated Civilian War Dead Roll of Honour, St George’s Chapel, Westminster Abbey.   

1939 Register; 37 Queens Road, Minehead.  Thomas Escott born 25/10/1895, House Painter, Irene Escott 
born 28/101902. 

1911 at 17 Quay Street, John Slade, Head, 72, Widower, born Minehead.  Clara Escott, daughter, 39, 
Widow, born Minehead.  John Escott, Grandson, 14, born Minehead.  Thomas Escott, Grandson, 14, born 
Minehead. 

Thomas Escott married Ethel I Thorne 2nd Quarter 1921, registered Williton. 

See the entry for John Slade, Coxswain, Minehead Life Boats, mine exploded Blue Anchor Bay.   

  



EVANS, AMERY YEO 

Pilot Officer (Pilot), 89303 died 17/6/1941, aged 31, 115 Squadron RAF.  Son of William Lavington Evans 
and Constance Ella Northup.  Commemorated Marham Cemetery, Norfolk (See WW1 Entry for Frew 
Ferguson Evans) 

Amery Yeo Evans, of “Wyndcote” Minehead.  Born 1/12/1909 at Minehead; Service Advisor to Dunlop 
Company; Pilot’s Certificate taken on Avro Club Cadet at Airwork School of Flying 22/1/1935. 

Baptised 16/1/1910, Minehead.  Father’s occupation: Tanner. 

1911 Census: Wyndcote, Minehead.  William L Evans, 43, Master Tanner, born Bristol.  Constance Evans, 
37 (married 16 years) born Minehead.  Molly N Evans, 9, born Minehead.  Amery Yeo Evans, 1, born 
Minehad.  Plus four servants.   

Amery Yeo Evans of Wyndcote and care of Lloyds Bank Minehead, died 17/6/1941 on War Service.  
Probate to Allison Sparke Evans, Sergeant HM Army and Mary Northup Evans, Spinster.  £12766.   

Listed in “On Active Service” Column in the press.  “EVANS in June 1941, died on active service Pilot Officer 
Amery Yeo youngest son of the late William and Constance Evans of Wyndcote Minehead beloved brother 
of Molly and Allison aged 31.” 

His death was registered 2nd Quarter 1941 Wayland, Norfolk.   

17/6/1941 Wellington 1C R1517 KO-2 took off from Marham 1545 for an air test.  The aircraft climbed 
slowly to 500 feet, turned through 180 degrees then dived to the ground.  At about 15 feet it levelled out 
then crashed and burst into flames at Palgrave Farm, Sporle, two miles north east of Swaffham.  There 
was one survivor. 

Constance Ella N Evans died 4/10/1938.  William L Evans died 10/5/1925. 

EVANS  TUDOR EGLWYSBACH 

2nd Lieutenant B Company 8th Battalion East Surrey Regiment, died 1/7/1916 aged 24, son of the late Rev 
John Evans and the late Clara Kate Evans (BA hons).  Commemorated Carnoy Military Cemetery, Somme.   

Father John Evans of Ty Du, a small farm in the parish of Eglwys-Bach, Denbighshire (born 28/9/1840).  He 
married twice:  Charlotte Pritchard 3/9/1872 only child of John Pritchard, Norwood Grove, Liverpool.  She 
died 1884.Clara Kate Richardson (1855-1915) married 8/7/1886, Brentford, Middlesex.  Daughter of 
James and Frances Richardson of 28 Duke Street, Manchester Square, London.   

John Evans (Eglwysbach) died 23/10/1897 Liverpool.  He was a well known Wesleyan Preacher.   

1891 Census 47 Lonsdale Square, Islington.  John Evans, 50, born Eglwysbach, Denbigh, Wesleyan 
Minister.  Clara K Evans, 35, born Marylebone, London.  Edith C Evans, 15, born Liverpool.  Eva J Evans, 
11, born Islington.  Ewart Richardson Evans, 2, born Bangor.  Gwladys M Evans, 1, born Bangor.   

1901 Census, 52 The Parade, Cardiff.  Clara K Evans, widow, 45, Local Preacher.  Edith C Evans, step 
daughter, 25, born Liverpool, own means.  Ewart R Evans, 12, son, born Bangor.  Gwladys Evans, 11, 
daughter, born Bangor.  Tudor E Evans, 9, son, born London.  Francis W Evans, 6, son, born Pontypridd. 

1911 Census, 52 The Parade, Roath, Cardiff.  Clara Kate, 55, widow, born Marylebone.  Tudor Evans, 19, 
student.  Francis Evans, 16.   



The University of London War List of May 1918 gives details of University of London Teachers, Graduates 
and Matriculated Students who have served:  Evans Tudor Eglwysbach; 2nd Lieutenant East Surrey 
Regiment killed in action 1/7/1916.   

Clara K Evans of “Newstead” The Avenue, Minehead, died 20/5/1915. 

Tudor Eglwysbach Evans of  “Newstead”, (4) The Avenue, Minehead. 2nd Lieutenant 3rd Battalion East 
Surrey Regiment died 1/7/1916. 

From the War Diary: “July 1st 1916 sub section Montauban Ridge.  At 7.27 a.m. B Company started to 
move out to their wire.  Captain Nevill strolling quietly ahead of them giving an order occasionally to keep 
the dressing square on to the line of advance.  This Company took four footballs out with them which they 
were seen to dribble forward into the smoke of our intense bombardments on the Hun frontline.  The 
first part of B Company’s advance was made with very few casualties, but when the barrage lifted to the 
second Hun trench a very heavy rifle and machine gun fire started from our front and left, the latter 
coming from the craters and high ground behind them.  At 7.50 the Adjutant reported the Battalion in the 
German trenches with hand to hand fighting taking place.  Later it was reported that Captain Nevill, 
Lieutenants Soames and Musgrove, and 2nd Lieutenants Kelly and Evans had been killed.  7 Officers killed; 
4 wounded (1 died of wounds); 140 Other Ranks killed; 272 wounded; 20 missing. 

  



FLOYD,  LIONEL LEONARD 

Private 34664 1st (Home Service) Garrison Battalion Royal Berkshire Regiment.  Died 21/4/1917 at 5th 
Southern General Hospital Portsmouth.  This Battalion was formed at Portsmouth in August 1916 and was 
to become the 14th Battalion Royal Defence Corps August 1917.  Aged 18 he was the son of Thomas and 
Louise Mary Floyd “Belmont”, 109 Cher Road, Minehead.  He was buried in Minehead Cemetery.  Birth 
registered fourth quarter 1898 Williton, and death registered second quarter 1917 Portsmouth.   

1911 Census “Belmont” 109 Cher, Minehead. NOTE When filling in the Census form Floyd is spelt Floyde: 
this is repeated on marriage register.  Thomas Floyde, 36, Tailor, born Wootton Courtenay.   Louisa Mary, 
34, born Watchet, 13 years married, 5 children.  Donald Redvers, son, 11, born Watchet.  Reginald Stanley, 
son, 8, born Alcombe.  Eda Winifred, daughter, 7, born Alcombe.  Frederic Russell, son, 4, born Minehead.  

1911 Census, Market Street, Watchet.  Stanley Thomas Chidgey, 23, Mason, born Watchet.  Annie Ada 
Chidgey, 21, sister, Piano Teacher, born Watchet.  Lionel Leonard Floyd, 12, nephew, born Watchet, at 
school.   

Thomas Floyde, 23, Tailor of St Michael’s Minehead, married Louisa Mary Chidgey, 21, (servant) of 
Watchet, at St Decuman’s Parish Church, 25/12/1897.   

 

 

 



 FLOYD family  

The founder of the Floyd Dynasty was Isaac Floyd.  

1851 Census: Porlock town (Census taken 30th March).  James Floyd, 36, Blacksmith.  Ann Floyd, 28.  Ellen 
Floyd, 9 months.  Isaac Floyd, 1 month.   

Isaac Floyd birth registered 1st Quarter 1851 Williton. 

1861 Census:  Porlock.  James Floyd, 46.  Blacksmith.  Ann Floyd, 38.  Mary A Floyd 13.  Ellen Floyd, 11.  
Isaac, 10. John W, 7.  Harriet, 5.  Walter, 2.  Edwin, 3 months.   

1871 Census:  47/48 Fore Street, Taunton.  Thomas James Martin, Draper employing 9 hands born 
Guernsey.  Isaac Floyd, 19, Apprentice. 

18/6/1878 Isaac Floyd, 27 married Elizabeth Ann Pulsford, 25 at St Andrew, Montpelier, Bristol.  His 
residence, Porlock Villa, North Road; father James Floyd Blacksmith.  Her residence, Porlock; father James 
Pulsford.   

1871 Census: Drapers Shop, Porlock.  Ann Pulsford, 63, born Porlock.  Elizabeth Pulsford, Sister, Draper, 
born Porlock.  Elizabeth Ann Pulsford, niece, 16, Draper’s Attndant, born Porlock.   

Elizabeth Ann Pulsford baptised 3/7/1853, Porlock, parents, James and Ann Pulsford.   

WSFP 7/9/1878: “I Floyd & Co. Ready Money Drapers, Minehead.  Since commencing business enabling 
us to sell at lowest prices”.   

1881 Census: Wellington Square, Minehead.  Isaac Floyd, 30, Draper, born Porlock.  Elizabeth Ann Floyd, 
27, born Porlock.  Reginald P Floyd, 1, born Minehead.  Stanley J Floyd, 3 months, born Minehead.  Edwin 
Floyd, 20, brother, Draper’s Assistant born Porlock.   

1891 Census: 8 Friday Street, Minehead.  Isaac Floyd, Draper/Employer, 40, born Porlock.  Elizabeth A 
Floyd, 37, born Porlock.  Reginald, 11, Scholar born Minehead.  Stanley, 10, Scholar, born Minehead.  
Walter, 9, Scholar, born Minehead.  Lilian, 6, Scholar, born Minehead.  Mary, 3, born Minehead.  Ella, 2, 
born Minehead. 

1901 Census:  The Parade, Minehead.  Isaac Floyd, 50, Draper/Shopkeeper.  Elizabeth 47.  Reginald, 21, 
Cashier, Drapers.  Walter, 19, Draper’s Assistant.  Lilian, 16.  Mary, 13.  Ellan Ann, 10.  Winifred, 8.  Ewart, 
2.  Plus 4 Drapers’ Assistants, Cook, Housemaid and Domestic Nurse.   

Children of Isaac and Elizabeth Floyd:  

1)  Reginald Edmund Pulsford Floyd, born 8/1/1880.  Died 1/12/1975. 
2) Stanley James Floyd, born 4/1/1881.  Died 23/3/1960. 
3) Walter Floyd, born 28/12/1881.  Died 10/10/1977. 
4) Lilian Elizabeth Floyd, born 28/9/1884.  Died 28/12/1962. 
5) Mary Beatrice (Queenie) Floyd, 28/7/1887.  Died 27/1/1982. 
6) Ella Annie Floyd, born 1890 died 16/12/1921. 
7) Winifred May Floyd, born 19/11/1893.  Died 14/4/1974. 
8) Ewart Gladstone Floyd, born 31/5/1898.  Died 11/11/1984. 

R E P Floyd married Ethel May Williams 3rd Quarter 1919.  

S J Floyd married Phyllis Eileen Culverwell, 2nd Quarter 1920. 



Walter Floyd married Helena May Masters, 12/8/1913. 

Lilian E Floyd married George Farrar, 23/3/1912. 

Mary Beatrice Floyd married Ebenezer Culverwell, 2nd Quarter 1913. 

Winifred May Foyd married Harry A Durke, 2nd Quarter 1923. 

E G Floyd married Gladys Marley, 2nd Quarter 1925.  

Between 1880 and 1894 WSFP carried adverts for Floyd & Co of Wellington Square, Minehead.   

WSFP 24/10/1896 Removal of business of Floyd & Co from Wellington Square to No.1 The Parade 
(Premises lately occupied by Mr John Bond).   

1911 Census: 1 The Parade, Minehead.  Isaac Floyd, 60, General Draper, Outfitter, born Porlock.  Elizabeth 
Ann Floyd, 56, married 33 years, Assistant in the Business, 9 children, 8 survived, born Porlock.  Reginald 
Floyd, 31, single, Assistant in the Business, born Minehead.  Stanley Floyd, 30, single, Assistant in the 
Business, born Minehead.  Lilian Floyd, 27, single, Assistant in the Business, born Minehead.  Mary Beatrice 
Floyd, 24, single, Assistant in the Business, born Minehead.  Ewart Gladstone Floyd, 13, schoolboy. 

Elizabeth Ann Floyd, died 4th Quarter 1937; Isaac Floyd of 33 Blenheim Road, Minehead, died 15/12/1937, 
Probate to Reginald Edmund Pulsford Floyd.  

REGINALD E P FLOYD (1880-1975) 

The London Gazette of 27/11/1917 informs us that R E P Floyd was created a 2nd Lt in The Royal Field 
Artillery having graduated from an Officer Cadet Unit.  The National Archives have him listed as a 
Lieutenant in the Royal Flying Corps.  The Medal Rolls Index list his Corps as the West Somerset Yeomanry 
and the Royal Field Artillery.  He qualified for the War and Victory Medals having served in France in March 
1918.  His Royal Flying Corps Record Sheet does not contain a lot of information.  The Sheet was begun 
on 15/8/1918 and states 9/1/1918 Wireless School; 1/2/1918 Joined 3rd Reserve Brigade Royal Field 
Artillery.  So presumably he joined the RFC in August 1918.   

Ethel May Williams married Reginald Floyd 3rd Quarter 1919. 

1939 Register: “Avian” Redgates Road, Minehead.  Reginald E P Floyd born 8/1/1880 Shopkeeper, 
Drapery, Outfitter.  Ethel M Floyd born 26/11/1896. 

1911 Census:  2 Holloway Street, Minehead.  Albert Williams, 48, Bookmaker born Timberscombe.  Rosina 
Williams, 42.  Ethel May Williams, 14, born Keynsham.   

Philip N Floyd born 3rd Quarter 1920 died 1942, Michael P Floyd, born 22/3/1923. 

Floyd – Cook: On 8/9/1947 Quietly at St Peters Bellsize Park NW3, Michael Pulsford Floyd, younger son of 
Mr and Mrs R E Floyd of “Avian” Redgates Road Minehead to Ann Patricia Cook, youngest daughter of Sir 
Edward Cook CSI, CIE (Edward Mitchener Cook) and the late Lady Catherine Cook.   

STANLEY  JAMES  FLOYD (1881 – 1960) 

S J Floyd married Phyllis E Culverwell 2nd Quarter 1920. 

1911 Census:  Phyllis Culverwell, 14, at school 36 Edger Road, Cliftonville, Margate, Kent.   

List of Medical Students Register 1915: Phyllis Eileen Culverwell, London, matriculated June 1915, Royal 
Albert Memorial College, Exeter, September 29 (forerunner of Exeter University).   



1939 Register:  5 Glenmore Road, Minehead.  Stanley James Floyd born 4/1/1881, Draper.  Phyllis E Floyd 
born 25/9/1896.  Pamela E Floyd born 1/6/1924. 

United Kingdom Physiotherapy and Masseuse Register 1946:  Pamela Eileen Floyd, 5 Glenmore Road, 
Minehead.   

Phyllis Eileen Floyd of “Devonia”, 45 Irnham Road, Minehead, died 16/5/1947.  Administration to S J Floyd, 
Company Director, and Pamela Eileen Floyd, Spinster. 

Pamela Eileen Floyd married Cyril W Wood 1st Quarter 1948. 

Stanley James Floyd of “Devonia” 45 Irnham Road, Minehead, died 23/3/1960 at Chesterfield Nursing 
Home, Clifton, Bristol.  Probate to John Robert Allen Thorne, Solicitor, Pamela Eileen Wood, and Cyril 
Watson Wood, Postal and Telegraph Officer.   

WALTER FLOYD (1881-1977) 

13/5/1904 Wesleyan Methodist Synod at Barnstaple.  It was agreed that Walter Floyd (Minehead and 
Dunster) be recommended to Conference for Ministry.  Dartmouth and Southams Chronicle 2/9/1904: 
“The Rev Walter Floyd newly appointed Junior Minister will conduct the Anniversary Services of the 
Wesleyan Sunday School, Sunday next.” 

1906 Wheddon Cross Walter Floyd gave a sermon on the History of Methodism.  

1911 Census: Glencoe Road, Bengeworth, Evesham.  Alice Hannah Blades, 53; Elsie Maude Blades, 24; 
William Henry Blades, 16. 

Walter Floyd, Boarder, 28, Wesleyan Methodist Minister, born Minehead.  

23/3/1912 The Wesleyan Chapel, Minehead.  Mr George Farrar, eldest son of the late Mr J T Farrar and 
Mrs Farrar of Bramley, Leeds, to Miss Lilian E Floyd oldest daughter of Mr and Mrs Isaac Floyd of The 
Parade, Minehead.  Her sister, Miss Queenie Floyd was bridesmaid and R E Floyd was the Best Man.  The 
ceremony was performed by George Adcock, a Superintendent of Minehead Wesleyan Church and the 
Rev Walter Floyd of Oldbury, Birmingham (brother of the bride).  

Walter Floyd married Helena May Masters 12/8/1913 Bengeworth, Evesham.  Evesham Standard & West 
Midland Observer, 16/8/1913: “Wedding at Evesham Wesleyan Church on Wednesday afternoon.  The 
Rev Walter Floyd, Wesleyan Minister of Newcastle on Tyne, 3rd son of Mr I Floyd of Minehead was married 
to Miss Helena May Masters the younger daughter of Mr Henry Masters of The Orchard, Evesham and 
Mayor of Evesham.  Bridegroom was also at one time a popular resident of Evesham.  He lived for three 
years as a Probationer when the Rev W Griffiths was Superintendent of the Circuit.  During the time he 
played football for Evesham United (inside left), known as “The Parson”.  Accident caused retirement.  He 
played second eleven cricket for Evesham Cricket Club and occasionally for the first eleven.  He was a good 
all round athlete.  Educated at Didsbury College and Queens College, Taunton. Since he left Evesham he 
has been ordained and is now Minister at Wesley Hall Newcastle on Tyne (Elswick). Miss May Floyd was 
one of the bridesmaids and the Best Man was Reginald Floyd, brother.  The honeymoon was at Lynton. 

Didsbury Theological College Manchester was built by the Wesleyan Church, 1842.  

Newcastle Evening Chronicle 13/9/1913.  Elswick Road Wesleyan Church, Reverend Walter Floyd. 

Walter Floyd appears on the Electoral Rolls at 59 Hyde Road, Denton, 1925 to 1927.   



24/8/1927 The new Superintendent Minister of the Cinderford Circuit is Walter Floyd, previously at 
Denton.   

31/7/1931 Walter Floyd succeeded at Cinderford by the Rev Kay.   

1936 at London (Putney).  

1939 Register:  93 Albert Bridge, Battersea.  Walter Floyd born 28/12/1881 Methodist Minister.  Helena 
M Floyd born 2/11/1884.   

6/12/1940 The Rev Walter Floyd of Chelsea has been appointed successor at Shaftesbury.  June 1941 at 
Wesley House, Shaftesbury.   

September 1945 Cheddar Methodist Church; the Rev Walter Floyd, late of the Shaftesbury Methodist 
Church has succeeded as Superintendent. 

1948 Cheddar; The former Superintendent Walter Floyd has retired to Minehead.  

27/2/1953 Dora Masters, sister of Helena (Mrs Floyd) has passed away at the home of her sister.   

Helena May Floyd of “Bredon”, 8 Queens Road, Minehead, wife of the Rev Walter Floyd, died 7/3/1964.  
The Rev Walter Floyd of Blenheim Lodge Nursing Home, North Road, Minehead, died 10/10/1977.   

LILIAN  ELIZABETH  FLOYD 

Married George Farrar.  1939 Register:  33 Blenheim Road, Minehead.  Lilian E Farrar, widow, born 
28/9/1894. 

Lilian Elizabeth Farrar of Mount Royal Nursing Home Minehead died 28/12/1962. Probate to Ebbie 
Bernard Culverwell, Company Director. 

MARY  BEATRICE  (QUEENIE) FLOYD 

Married Ebenezer Culverwell 2nd Quarter 1913. 

1911 Census:  “Ivythorn” Minehead.  Ebenezer Culverwell, Chemist, 48, born Chicago, USA.  Beatrice 
Culverwell (nee Cox) 47, born Williton. 

Beatrice Mary Culverwell, wife of Ebenezer, of “Ivythorn” Minehead died 21/7/1911 at Matlock.  

Ebenezer Culverwell died 15/10/1914 aged 52. 

Ebbie born 11/1/1915 (mother’s maiden surname Floyd). 

1939 Register: 37 Irnham Road, Minehead.  Mary B Culverwell born 28/7/1887, Manageress of Drapery 
Showroom. 

Mary Beatrice Culverwell of “Glendolgal” Irnham Road Minehead died 27/1/1982.   

ELLA  ANNIE  FLOYD 

1911 Census: 34 – 40 Courtenay Street, Newton Abbot.  Bertha Alice Bellwood, Drapery Warehouse.  Ella 
Annie Floyd, 20, Draper’s Assistant. 

Ella Annie Floyd died 16/12/1921. 

WINIFRED MAY  FLOYD 



Winifred May Floyd married Harry A Durke 2nd Quarter 1923. 

1939 Register: 2 Blenheim Villas.  Harry A Durke, 18/9/1889, Drapery and Furniture, In charge of firm’s 
transport.  Winifred M Durke, born 19/11/1893.  

Winifred May Durke of Tone Vale Hospital, Norton Fitzwarren died 14/4/1974. 

EWART  G  FLOYD 

Ewart G Floyd married Gladys Marley 2nd Quarter 1925.   

1939 Register “Cartref” Weirfield Road, Minehead.  John B Marley born 4/11/1864 Brick Manufacturer.  
Ewart G Floyd, born 31/5/1898 Draper.  Gladys Floyd, born 27/3/1897.  Gwendoline P Hobbs, born 
12/11/1893 

Gladys Floyd of Cartref North Hill Minehead, died 24/10/1975. 

Ewart Gladstone Floyd of Cartref North Hill died 11/11/1984.   

FLOYD  PHILIP NEVILE 

Phillip (sic) Neville (sic) Floyd of “Avian”, Redgates Road, Minehead, died 31/5/1942 on War Service, 
administration to Reginald Edmund Pulsford Floyd.  

His birth was registered in 1920 at Williton. 

1939 Register: Avian, Redgates Road.  R E P Floyd Shopkeeper, Drapery, Outfitter. 

Pilot Officer 107521 Reichswald Forest War Cemetery.  RAFVR died 31/5/1942 aged 21, 49 Squadron, son 
of Reginald E and Ethel May Floyd of Minehead.  BA Cantab.   

30/31 May 1942 the first one thousand bomber raid on Cologne.  Twelve Manchester Bombers of 49 
Squadron started taking off from Scampton at 2250.  Pilot Officer Philip Floyd in Manchester Bomber 
L7290 held his flack shattered aircraft steady whilst the crew baled out; before he could bale out the 
aircraft plunged to the ground instantly killing Pilot Officer Floyd and the Front Gunner Sergeant John 
Smith.  The crew who escaped by parachute landed in the Millhelm (sic) – Oberhausen area.  Four of the 
crew became Prisoners of War.   

31/5/1942 Avro Manchester Mk1 L7290 crashed in the Essen/Mulheim area near Oberhausen having 
departed from RAF Scampton.    

FLOYD, PHILIP NEVILE: Pilot Officer Philip Floyd died a hero. He bravely held his stricken bomber steady 
so that his crew could safely bale out and open their parachutes; but then the plane plunged to the 
ground, killing the pilot and front gunner, John Smith. The night of 30/31 May 1942 had seen the first 
thousand bomber raid on the city of Cologne: taking part was Philip Floyd’s Manchester bomber, based 
at RAF Scampton in Lincolnshire. North of their target, over the town of Oberhausen, the planes ran into 
heavy anti-aircraft fire and Floyd’s plane was severely damaged. 

Philip Floyd came from a well-known Minehead family, owners of a drapery and outfitters, Floyd’s, at 1 
The Parade (the site of the shop is still known as Floyd’s Corner). Perhaps the heyday of the shop came 
before the First World War: the 1911 census records Isaac Floyd as the proprietor, with wife Elizabeth and 
sons Reginald and Stanley and daughters Lilian and Mary all working for the family business. 



Come 1914, however, Reginald was to enlist in the new Royal Flying Corps, where he served until 1922. 
In 1919 he married Ethel Williams; Philip was born in 1920 and the family settled in Redgate Road, where 
their house was aptly named Avian. 

Philip was to do well at Minehead County School, with distinctions in School Certificate in 1935; two years 
later he won a county scholarship to Jesus College, Cambridge, where he read mathematics. 

Philip Floyd is buried in the Reichswald Forest War Cemetery in Germany. His father, Reginald, lived on 
until 1975, reaching the age of 95.  

FLOYD  PHILIP NEVILE 

Phillip (sic) Neville (sic) Floyd of “Avian”, Redgates Road, Minehead, died 31/5/1942 on War Service, 
administration to Reginald Edmund Pulsford Floyd.  is birth was registered in 1920 at Williton. 

1939 Register: Avian, Redgates Road.  R E P Floyd Shopkeeper, Drapery, Outfitter. 

Pilot Officer 107521 Reichswald Forest War Cemetery.  RAFVR died 31/5/1942 aged 21, 49 Squadron, son 
of Reginald E and Ethel May Floyd of Minehead.  BA Cantab.   

30/31 May 1942 the first one thousand bomber raid on Cologne.  Twelve Manchester Bombers of 49 
Squadron started taking off from Scampton at 2250.  Pilot Officer Philip Floyd in Manchester Bomber 
L7290 held his flack shattered aircraft steady whilst the crew baled out; before he could bale out the 
aircraft plunged to the ground instantly killing Pilot Officer Floyd and the Front Gunner Sergeant John 
Smith.  The crew who escaped by parachute landed in the Millhelm (sic) – Oberhausen area.  Four of the 
crew became Prisoners of War.   

31/5/1942 Avro Manchester Mk1 L7290 crashed in the Essen/Mulheim area near Oberhausen having 
departed from RAF Scampton.    

RAF Scampton north of Lincoln between the A15 and B1398.  Another of the Lincoln Cliff Sites, destined 
to become the best known of all the many wartime bomber stations.  Site first used in WW1 when it was 
known as Brattleby.  49 Squadron arrived March 1938 and the new airfield opened as RAF Scampton 
27/8/1936.   

Shepton Mallet Journal 13/8/1937   “The following senior country scholarships have been awarded by 
Somerset County Education Committee.  These scholarships are awarded on the results of the Bristol 
Higher School Certificate Examination and are tenable at a university or some other institution  approved 
by the Committee as being of equivalent standing.  The maximum value of the scholarship consists of 
payment of full tuition fees and appropriate maintenance allowance.  Philip Nevil Floyd Minehead County 
Secondary School, resident Minehead.”   

Western Morning News 3/9/1935  “Oxford local examinations”.  Philip Nevil Floyd Minehead County 
School Distinction in Physics and Georgraphy (School Certificate Examination)   

Birmingham Daily Post 16/6/1939 “Mathematical Tripos Part 1 Class 11, P N Floyd Jesus College 
Cambridge. 

Picture of P N Floyd at the following web address:  www.internationalbcc.co.uk/losses/floyd-pn/ 

Father Reginald Edmund Pulsford Floyd (8/1/1880 – 1/12/1975) was a Lieutenant in the Royal Flying Corps 
1914 -22. 



1939 Register:  Avian, Redgates Road, Minehead.  Ethel M Floyd born 26/11/1896.  Reginald E P Floyd 
born 8/1/1880, Shopkeeper, Drapery, Outfitter.  

Reginald E P Floyd married Ethel M Williams 3rd Quarter 1919, registered Williton.   

1911 Census, 1 The Parade, Minehead.  Isaac Floyd, Head, 60, born Porlock.  General Draper’s Outfitter.  
Elizabeth Ann Floyd, 56, born Porlock, married 33 years, Assistant in the same.  Reginald Floyd,  Son, 31, 
single, born Minehead, Assisting in same.  Stanley Floyd, Son, 31, single, Assisting in same, born Minehead.  
Lilian Floyd, Daughter, 27, single, Assisting in same, born Minehead.  Mary B Floyd, Daughter, 24, single, 
Assisting in same, born Minehead.  Ewart Gladstone Floyd, 13, Son, School.   

 

 

 

  



FORMAN,  MARGARET   

1911 Census, Woodside, Minehead.  Eleanor Cecelia Forman, 53, Widow, born Repton; Thomas Pears 
Gordon Forman, 26, Clerk in Holy Orders, born Repton; Rosamond Chevallier Forman, 20, born Repton; 
Decima Forman, 18, born Repton; Alice Penelope Forman, 17, school, born Repton; Margaret Cecelia 
Forman, 14, school, born Repton.  

Margaret Cecelia Foreman born 29/8/1896 Repton, Derby; Father, Reverend Arthur Francis Emilius 
Foreman.  Mother, Eleanor Cecelia Pears. 

Kelly’s Guide shows Mrs Forman at Woodside in 1914; in 1919 at “Robin’s Cross”, Alcombe Road; in 1927 
still at Robin’s Cross. 

Eleanor Cecelia Forman of Robin’s Cross Minehead, Widow, died 30/11/1932 at Minehead and West 
Somerset Hospital; Probate to Reverend Thomas P G Forman.  

1901 Census: The Cross, Repton School, Derbyshire. Arthur F E Forman, 50, Church of England Clergyman, 
School Master, born Gibralta; Eleanor C Forman, 43, born Repton; Richard S Forman, undergraduate Oriel 
College Oxford, 21, born Repton; A Temple Forman, 20, Oriel College Oxford, born Repton; Rosamond C 
Forman, 10, born Repton; Decima, 8, born Repton; A Penelope Forman, 7, born Repton; Philip Charles 
Forman, 6, born Repton; Margaret Cecelia, 4, born Repton; James F R Forman, 1, born Repton.   

Eleanor Cecelia Pears married Arthur Francis Emilius Forman 8/8/1878. Aged 20 Wimbledon.  Her father 
was Stewart Adolphus Pears.   

Arthur Francis E Forman (26/7/1850 to 13/2/1905) was an English School Master and Cricketer who played 
for Derby (1877 to 1882).  He was the son of Richard Forman of Gibralta and Mary Heath daughter of the 
Reverend Joseph Heath, Rector of Wigmore.  Born in Gibralta and baptised in the Garrison Chapel.  
Educated Trinity College Oxford and Sherbourne School, matriculated 18/10/1869; BA 1874, MA 1876.  
Assistant Master at Repton 1874.  

 His obituary appeared in Wisden: “The Reverend Arthur Francis Emilius Forman born in Gibralta 
26/7/1850 died of consumption at Repton 13/2/1905. He was a good all round cricketer but will be better 
remembered as a Coach than a player.  For 30 years he was a Master at Repton and while there many 
cricketers who afterwards took part with success in the best matches of the day passed through his hands.  
The best known pupils are Lionel Palairet, F G J Ford and J N Crawford and C B Fry.  Mr Forman was in the 
Sherbourne X1 1866 to 1869 being contemporary with W H Game, but although he afterwards proceeded 
to Trinity College Oxford he did not obtain his Blue.  In 1877, 78, 79 and 1882 he occasionally appeared 
for Derbyshire but did not meet with much success.  He wrote many articles on public school cricket a 
subject he was greatly interest in.  He was a man of fine physique standing 6 foot and weighing 13 stone 
8 lb. “ 

Steuart Adolphus Pears (1815 to 1875) Schoolmaster, author, born Pirbright, Surrey 20/11/1815.  Seventh 
son of Reverend James Pears Headmaster of Bath Grammar School and brother of Sir Thomas Townsend 
Pears.   

Pears was educated at Bath under his father and was elected Scholar of Corpus Christie of Oxford 1832.  
Graduated BA 1836; elected Fellow and remained in residence until 1838.  Assistant Master at Harrow 
1847 to 54; Headmaster at Repton 1854 to 74; he built many new houses and raised the school from a 
local Grammar School of 50 boys to a first grade public school of nearly 300.  In 1847 he married Catherine 
daughter of the Reverend Temple Chevallier, Professor of maths and Hebrew in Durham University.  He 
died 15/12/1875 at Childre, near Wantage.   



1939 Register Higham Rectory, Market Bosworth, Philip H Unwin born 2/5/1885 Clergyman; Decima 
Unwin born 27/9/1892; Christopher Unwin, born 27/9/1917 Theological student; Margaret Forman born 
29/8/1896 Secretary.   

Decima Forman married Philip Unwin 4th Quarter 1915 

Rosamond Chevallier Forman married Geoffrey Francis Fisher, 12/4/1917; he was appointed Headmaster 
of Repton School 1914.  He became Archbishop of Canterbury 1946 to 1961.  She became Baroness Fisher 
of Lambeth..   

Margaret Cecelia Forman of Flat 1, 28 High Street, Repton, died 26/11/1976.  . 

Transcription of VAD Card:  “Address, Robin’s Cross, Minehead; service from December 1915 to April 
1918; Orderly, washing up and cleaning at The Red Cross Hospital, Minehead; part time 1000 hours.   

 

  



FORREST family 

Frederick Roberts Forrest baptised 22/5/1858 Minehead.  Father Benjamin, Mother Maria.  Benjamin 
Forrest married Maria Manley 22/5/1855, Minehead.   

1861 Census: The Parade, Frederick R Forrest aged 3. 

Benjamin Forrest died 24/2/1873 aged 48.  Maria Forrest died 14/10/1887 aged 73. 

1871 Census: Castle Green, Bishops Hull.  Frederick R Forrest, School Pupil aged 12, born Minehead. 

16/4/1877 Porlock Parish Church, Frederick Roberts Forrest, 19, married Harriet Anne Perkins, 20.  

1881 Census: West Porlock, Frederick R Forrest, 22, General Clerk out of employment, born Minehead.  
Harriet A Forrest, 24, born Porlock, Reginald Forrest, 2, born Bristol. 

1891 Census: “Hawkcombe” Walliscote Road, Weston Super Mare.  Frederick R Forrest, 32, living own 
means, born Minehead.  Harriet A Forrest, 33, born Porlock.  Reginald, 12, born Bristol. Claude (born 
11/4/1887), 3, born Porlock.   

1901 Census: Lower Hopcott.  Frederick R Forrest, 42, lodging house proprietor, born Minehead.  Harriet 
A, 43, born Porlock.  Reginald, 22, Apprentice Electrical Engineer, born Clifton, Bristol.  

Reginald Forrest “Reggie” born 12/5/1878, Bristol, died 11/4/1903 at Minehead aged 24 years 334 days. 

Western Somerset Free Press 18/4/1903 “Death of Mr R Forrest:  A Brilliant Career Cut Short”. “On 
Saturday the news went forth that Mr Reginald Forest had “gone to that bourne from which no traveller 
returns”.  By his death the English Rugby World has lost one of its most brilliant exponents and Somerset 
one of the main stays of their fifteen. 

He was by profession an electrical engineer having been a pupil at Newton’s Electrical Engineering Works 
at Taunton.  Reggie Forrest was the eldest son of Mr F R Forrest and was born at Montpelier near Bristol 
on 12/5/1878 and showed early promise as an exponent of the rugby code.  His success in the fifteens 
belonging to the Independent College Taunton and Christ College Blackheath where he was educated was 
followed up by further improvement for the Taunton club and his promotion to the County ranks at 18 
occasioned no surprise. 

On his first appearance in the Somerset Jersey versus Cornwall at Penzance 11/11/1896 he gained a try.  
“Stevens’ Rugby Annual” for the Western Counties wrote: “Qualities of a high order are required to 
render a player to be classed as a worthy successor to the trio of brilliant and never to be forgotten three 
quarters – R A Glass, B W L Ashford and S C Smith – who represented Somerset a decade since; but it is 
generally conceded that Forrest possessed these qualities than any follower of recent years…he has 
always played at either right or left wing and had gained the following caps: -  

Independent College Taunton 1893 – 4; Christ College Blackheath 1894-5; Taunton Club 1893-6; Somerset 
County 1895-7; North and South 1897-8.   He had taken part in all matches played by Somerset, except 
versus Cornwall, last season and was chosen to fill a vacancy in the South Team versus North at Exeter 
where he acquitted himself so well that he was selected as 1st Reserve for England v Scotland. “ 

“Athletic News” wrote: “He is a sterling wing three quarter, fast and full of dodging power, takes the 
leather dutifully at top speed and his resolute tackling is remarkable in a man of rather slight build.” 



Chosen to play against Wales 7/1/1899.  The selection of the Minehead man caused great jubilation at 
Minehead, he being drawn to his home in triumph after returning to the town from the trial match which 
brought him the coveted distinction.   

We have been furnished with the following respecting Forrest’s connection with Blackheath: “His first 
appearance for this celebrated organisation was in the Blackheath v- Western Scotland match at Glasgow 
18/3/99 and he donned the “red and black” for the last time against Kensington at the Rectory Field 
Blackheath on Feb 23rd last.  Between these two dates he played 46 times scoring 26 tries and dropping a 
goal: 1899-1900 played 16 times, 17 tries, 1 dropped goal.  1900-1901 played 11 times, 3 tries; 1901-1902 
played 11 times, 4 tries.  1902-1903 played 8 times, 2  tries.” 

He didn’t confine himself to rugby having turned out for Minehead AFC as well as Minehead Cricket Club.  
He was a great Pigeon Fancier; a prominent member of Minehead Tennis Club and of the Minehead 
Dramatic Club. He was a good shot and also enjoyed a run with the hounds” 

Bristol Times and Mirror; 13/4/1903.  “The Somerset Rugby Team sustained a great loss on Saturday 
morning by the death of R Forrest of Minehead the prominent international three quarter from typhoid 
fever.  It is supposed that Forrest contracted the disease while in Ireland and though he subsequently 
played for England in the match at Richmond against Scotland he was laid low soon after returning home.   

For the last fortnight his condition had been very grave though on Friday there was a marked 
improvement.  Later the same day, however, he had a relapse which terminated fatally in the early hours 
of Saturday.   

The deceased who was born at Montpelier Bristol on 12/5/1878, was partially educated at the 
Independent College Taunton, where he showed himself a clever exponent of rugby and early gained his 
college cap.  On completing his education at Christ Church Blackheath he won further distinction on the 
rugby field and he afterwards came back west where he was articled to Messrs Newton Electrical 
Engineers Taunton.  Forrest soon became a leading figure in Taunton rugby circles and on 11/11/1896 
made his debut for Somerset against Cornwall at Penzance where he scored a try.  Since then he had 
represented Somerset on 26 occasions during which he crossed the line 10 times.  In the season 1897-8 
he went a step higher and being called upon to play in the North v South match at Exeter impressed the 
Rugby Union authorities with his skill so much that he was chosen as a reserve v Scotland – no vacancy 
occurred.    The following year a brilliant performance in South v North gained him  a cap versus Wales 
7/1/1899.  The following season he was capped versus Scotland.  Since then he had frequently 
represented the old country.   

Though by no means a heavyweight he was possessed of great speed, was a good tackler and always 
required a lot of watching when near the goal line.   

In addition to playing for Taunton he also assisted Wellington for a season and for the last two or three 
seasons he was associated with Blackheath.  He also played the Association game; on one occasion 
assisting Minehead in a final tie for the West Somerset Cup at Watchet.  His loss is deeply felt in the 
district where he resided, expressions of sympathy at his untimely death being heard in every quarter.” 

International career 1899 – 1903 as a left wing three quarter.  Played 6 matches making a debut against 
Wales at Swansea 7/1/1899.  His last test was for England against Scotland 21/3/1903.  He won 2, drew 1, 
and lost 3, scoring 1 try.  He was part of the team against Ireland in 1903 when 3 of the England team 
caught Typhoid fever.  2 recovered but the left wing Reggie Forrest of Blackheath died.  



1911 Census: Hopcott Private Hotel, 50 rooms.  Frederick R Forrest, 52, Private Hotel Proprietor, born 
Minehead.  Harriet Anne, 54, born Porlock. 

1911 Census: Carlton Private Hotel, Blenheim Road.  Claude Forrest, 23, Private Hotel Keeper, born 
Porlock plus 4 servants.   

Forrest – Risdon, June 14, 1911 at the Church of the English Martyrs, Streatham by the Reverend Father 
Chichester (Minehead), assisted by Father Lloyd, Claude only son of Mr and Mrs F R Forrest, Hopcott, 
Minehead, Somerset, to May Gertrude only daughter of the late Henry Risdon of Brixton and Mrs Risdon 
of Kingsmore House, Streatham. 

Children of the marriage: Gerald Vere Forrest born 21/4/1912; Reginald Forrest born 8/6/1914; Wilson 
Frederick Forrest born 19/10/1918; Dudley Henry Forrest born 19/10/1918. 

1921 Census: Carlton Hotel, Blenheim Road.  Claude Forrest, 35 years 2 months, Hotel Proprietor, born 
Porlock.  May Gertrude Forrest, 39 years 1 month, Hotel Proprietor, born Dulwich.  Gerald Vere Forrest, 9 
years 2 months, born Minehead.  Reginald Forrest, 7 years, born Minehead.  Dudley Henry Forrest, 2 
years 8 months, born Minehead.  Wilson Frederick Forrest, 2 years 8 months, born Minehead.   

Frederick Roberts Forrest of the Hopcott Private Hotel, Hopcott, Minehead, died 31/1/1923.  
Administration to Claude Forrest, Hotel Proprietor.   

May Gertrude Forrest of the Blair Private Hotel, Alcombe Road, Minehead (wife of Claude Forrest) died 
31/8/1932.   

Claude Forrest married 4th Quarter 1932 Constance Vera Gow registered Williton. 

26/3/1936 Claude retired from a partnership in the Kings Arms Hotel, Barnstaple.   

In 1939 Claude Forrest was Manager of the Imperial Hotel, Eastbourne and Constance Vera Forrest (born 
29/9/1912) was Housekeeper at the Old George Hotel, Salisbury.   

Eastbourne Herald 28/1/1939 carried a report on Claude Forrest becoming Manager of the Imperial 
Hotel; “He has had extensive experience of hotel management in many parts of the West Country”. 

Between 1942 to 1946 he ran the Golden Fleece Hotel, Barnstaple.  

30/11/1946 Eastbourne Herald carried a report on his divorce from Constance Vera on the grounds that 
she had deserted him.  The suit was undefended and he asked for the court’s discretion in respect of his 
subsequent adultery. 

He married Susan Doreen Archer 1st Quarter 1949, Eastbourne.  She had been Housekeeper of the 
Imperial Hotel, Eastbourne in 1939 (born 5/5/1901).   

Eastbourne Herald 26/4/1950, Wednesday: “Former Hotelier Death”. “Mr Claude Forrest a former 
Hotelier who died at his home at 90 Ashford Road on Saturday after a long illness was at one time 
Manager of the Imperial Hotel in Devonshire Place.  He was 63 on April 11th.  Born at Porlock and 
educated at Clifton College and King’s College Cambridge, Mr Forrest lived for a number of years at 
Minehead and was at Chelmsford during the war  He was a widely known personality in the West Country 
and Eastbourne and was also known and respected by many people.    He was a member of the 
Constitutional Club and a Free Mason.  He was a great lover of sport and philately.  In the 1914-18 war he 
attained the rank of Captain.  Mr Forrest leaves a widow and 4 sons, 3 of whom are in South Africa.   



During the last war they all served as pilots in the RAF, 2 reaching the rank of Wing Commander and 2 
were Flight Lieutenants.  

The funeral service will be held at All Souls Church today (Wednesday), followed by cremation at 
Brighton.  The ashes will be taken to Minehead.   

DUDLEY  HENRY  FORREST 

115218 Sergeant Pilot British 66 Squadron and 421 Flight. 

Forrest joined the RAFVR about October 1937 as an Airman Under Training Pilot (740773) and was almost 
certainly attached to the regular RAF for training and was fully trained being called up on September 1st 
1939. 

On the 2nd he went to 11 Group Pool, St Athan, where he converted to Blenheims.  He joined 604 
Squadron at North Weald on September 15.  Forrest was detached to the Blenheim Conversion Flight at 
Hendon on 21/11/1939, for night training after which he rejoined 604.  On 25/3/1940 Forrest was posted 
to 145 Squadron at Croydon.  He moved on to 263 Squadron at Filton on April 14.   

The Squadron embarked onto the Carrier HMS Glorious on the 21st for Norway.  Operating from a frozen 
lake at Lesjaskog 263 had all of its Gloster Gladiators rendered unserviceable within 3 days and returned 
in the Freighter Delius reaching Scarpa Flow on May 1st and then to Turnhouse on May 3rd to reform.   

“No matter how one measures the success of a squadron in action the campaign fought by 263 Squadron 
in Norway during April 1940 must surely rank as among the greatest epics of the RAF”.  (Quote from F K 
Mason in “The Gloucester Gladiator 1964). 

Forrest was posted to 66 Squadron at Duxford on 11/5/1940.  On September 27 he destroyed a Junkers 
88 in a combat at 8000 feet in the Biggin Hill area.   

“Enemy aircraft was flying at 2000 feet above me on the port side.  Enemy aircraft then turned to 
starboard with a Spitfire on his tail – this aircraft broke away.  I then delivered an attack from astern, 
opening fire at about 200 yards and closing to 100 yards, firing short bursts.  I then broke away and  the 
enemy aircraft’s port engine caught fire.  The enemy aircraft then stalled and spun in and burst into 
flames.   

On October 7th Forrest was posted to 421 Flight at Hawkinge, from which 91 Squadron would be formed 
in January 1941.  On November 29 he damaged a Dornier 17 over The Channel.  This aircraft crash landed 
at Merville. 

On December 12 he added a Junkers 88 to his tally in combat at 8000 feet 25 miles south of Folkestone.   

“Enemy aircraft was flying WNW at 5000 feet when first seen and then climbed up to 8000 feet towards 
Dungeness.  I also climbed to that height but a little to starboard in order to carry out a head on attack.  
The enemy aircraft turned SE and dived towards the sea.  I also turned and opened fire with long bursts at 
300 yards closing to 200 yards.  The enemy then flew into clouds.”. This aircraft crash landed at Caen. 

On December 18 he shared in destroying a Dornier 17 East of Dover.  This aircraft crash landed at Calais.   

“The enemy aircraft was flying due West at 2000 feet when sighted and turned South.  I also turned and 
carried a stern attack opening up at 3000 yards with two long bursts.  The enemy aircraft started to dive 
towards the sea.  I then broke off to starboard in order to let Flying Officer Hartaf go in from the France 



side.  When last seen the enemy aircraft was flying slowly towards sea level.  There was no return fire 
from the aircraft.” 

Forrest remained in 421 Flight when it reformed into 91 Squadron until July 1941 when he was posted to 
53 OUT as an instructor.   

Forrest was commissioned as a Pilot Officer on 31/12/1941; promoted to Flying Officer on 1/10/1942 and 
to Flight Lieutenant 31/12/1943.   

After the war Dudley Forrest along with his brothers Reginald and Wilson emigrated to South Africa.  
Dudley married Margery Maie Wickes aged 32 on 29/4/1950 at Durban, he was 31 and described as a 
traveller.   

His medals were sold 7/3/2007 for £2000 described as “a Battle of Britain Pilot’s group of 4 awarded to 
Flight Lieutenant D H Forrest who damaged several enemy aircraft in Spitfires in No.66 Squadron and 421 
Flight during May to December 1940." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



FOY,EDWIN  JOHN   

1861 Census:  Sparkhayes, Porlock: Census taken 7/4/1861.  William Foy, 36, Farmer, born Porlock.  Mary 
Foy, 32, born Porlock.  Walter Foy, 7, born Porlock.  Mary Jane Foy, 6, born Porlock.  Annie M Foy, 4, born 
Porlock.  William Foy, 2, born Porlock.  

Edwin John Foy, 7 months, born Porlock.   

Edwin John Foy birth registered 3rd Quarter 1860 (mother’s maiden surname Chibbett) 

1871 Census: SparkhayesFarm House, Porlock.  William Foy, 46 Farmer of 58 acres employing 2 men  Mary 
Foy, 42, born Porlock.  Annie Maria Foy, 14, born Porlock.  William Foy, 11, born Porlock.  Edwin John Foy, 
9, born Porlock.  Thomas Herbert Foy, 4, born Porlock.   

1891 Census: 14 Park Street, Minehead.  Edwin J Foy, 32, Ironmonger, Furniture Dealer.  William Foy, 66, 
father, retired Farmer.  Mary Foy, 63, mother.  Albert G Foy, 19, Ironmonger’s Assistant.   

WSFP, 15/10/1892: “Foy – Prosser: October 12 at Parish Church Rollstone,(sic) by the Rev J M Kennedy, 
Edwin John Foy, son of William Foy formerly of Sparkhayes Farm, Porlock, now of Minehead, to Catherine 
(Kate) eldest daughter of William Prosser, The Veddw, Rollstone.(sic)   

Edwin John Foy (32) married 12/10/1892 Catherine Prosser (26) at Rowlestone, Hereford. 

1901 Census: Park Street, Minehead.  Edwin J Foy, 40, Ironmonger, House Furniture, Shopkeeper.  
Catherine Foy, 34, born Clodock, Hereford.  Raymond W Foy, 7, born Minehead.  Evelyn G Foy, 6, born 
Minehead.  Claude P Foy, 2, born Minehead. 

1911 Census: 5 Park Street, Minehead.  Edwin J Foy, Ironmonger, 50.  Catherine Foy, 44, married 18 years, 
born Hereford.  Raymond William Foy, 17, Assistant in the Business.  Claude Prosser Foy, 12. 

1911 Census: Edgehill College, Bideford.  Evelyn Gertrude Foy, Boarder, 16, born Minehead.   

91 Scholars in total.  

Claude Prosser Foy 534792 joined the 15th Battalion London Regiment 12/2/1917; next of kin E J Foy, 
father, “Auvergne” The Parks, Minehead.   

Served:  home 11/2/17 – 1/11/17.  France 2/11/17 – 14/5/18.  Home 15/5/18 -28/11/18. 

Wounded 14/4/18 shrapnel wound right shoulder, right hand, right leg.  Discharged from 2/1st Southern 
General Hospital, Dudley Road, Birmingham, no longer physically fit for service.  Was given £1, a suit of 
clothes, a great coat, and proceeded to Minehead. Received a weekly pension of 10/6 from 29/11/1918.   

Edwin John Foy of Auvergne, Minehead, died 1/11/1923.  Probate to Catherine Foy, Widow and Raymond 
William Foy. 

1939 Register: Auvergne, Whitecross Lane, Minehead.  Catherine Foy, born 30/9/1866, widow (died 
5/10/1948). 

1939 Register: “Lindores” The Parks.  Claude P Foy, born 4/10/1898.  Dorothy M Foy, 1/10/1899.  Mary 
Phillips, widow, born 13/7/1864.  Edith H Lincoln, born 18/1/1896, Schoolmistress in charge of Evacuated 
School, specialist in French.   

Claude P Foy married Dorothy M Phillips 4th Quarter 1924. 



1939 Register: The Elms, The Parks, Minehead.  Raymond W Foy, born 14/8/1893, Ironmonger and House 
Furnisher (retail).  Helen Foy, 20/3/1890. 

Raymond W Foy died 10/2/1983 leaving £143055. 

1939 Register:  “Binnorie”, 1 Millbridge Road.  Herbert W Kille 5/12/1886, Evelyn G Kille (nee Foy) 
9/2/1895. 

Evelyn G Foy married H W Kille 3rd Quarter 1931.  She died 19/6/1973. 

Claude P Foy of “Lindores” Whitecross Way, Minehead, died 19/9/1968.  

Raymond William Foy enlisted in Royal Marines Divisional Engineers 25/2/1915, depot at Deal.  His age 
on enlistment was 21 years 6 months, born 148/1893, Ironmonger of Minehead.  As a Sapper Reg.No. 
1261, aged 21, he was admitted into 149th Field Ambulance, Gallipoli with a bullet wound to the right leg.  
From there he was discharged to the Clearing Hospital on “W” Beach at Tekke Burnu, 13/7/1915.  He was 
issued with a “Hurt Certificate”.  He was discharged from the Royal Marine Divisional Engineers 
31/1/1917. 

He married Helen Paske 3rd Quarter 1924, Hereford.   

R W Foy died 10/2/1983, Blenheim Lodge, North Road, Minehead.   

EVELLYN  GERTRUDE  FOY 

1901 Census:  Park Street, Minehead.  Edwin J Foy, 40 House Furnisher/shop keeper born Porlock; 
Catherine Foy 34, (born 30/9/1866), Clodock Hereford; Raymond D Foy, 7, born 14/8/1893 Minehead; 
Evelyn G Foy, 6, born 9/2/1895 Minehead; Claude Prosser Foy, 2 born 4/10/1898 Minehead. 

Edwin John Foy, aged 32, married 12/10/1892 at Rowlstone Hereford, Catherine Prosser. 

1911 Census: 5 Park St Minehead, Edwin J Foy, 50, Ironmonger born Minehead; Catherine Foy 44, married 
18 years, born Hereford; Raymond William Foy, 17, born Minehead; Claude Prosser Foy, 12, Born 
Minehead 

1911 Census: Edge Hill College, Bideford, Devon.  Evelyn Gertrude Foy, 16, Boarder.   

The College was founded in 1884 by the Bible Christian Movement, Edge Hill was one of a number of 
independent schools owned by the Methodist Church. It was the principle girls school in the area.   

Kelly’s 1914 Directory, shows Edwin John Foy, Ironmonger, 5 Park Street and Furniture Dealer, Bampton 
Street; The 1919 edition gives Edwin John Foy’s address as “Auvergne” The Parks, and as for 1914; Kelly’s 
1927 has Mrs Foy at “Auvergne” The Parks and Claude Foy at “Lindores” The Parks, with Raymond Foy at 
“The Elms”, The Parks.   

Evelyn Gertrude Foy, birth registered 1st Quarter 1895 Williton.   

Evelyn Gertrude Foy married 3rd Quarter 1931 Herbert W Kille, registered Williton.   

1939 Register:  “Binnorie” 1 Millbridge Road, Minehead.  Herbert W Kille, born 5/12/1886, journalist; 
Evelyn G Kille, born 9/2/1895.  

Edwin John Foy of Auvergne, Minehead died 7/11/1923 Probate to Catherine Foy, Widow and Raymond 
William Foy, Ironmonger.   



Catherine Foy of Auvergne Minehead, widow, died 5/10/1948 at Mount Royal Nursing Home, Minehead.  
Probate to Raymond William Foy and Claude Prosser Foy, Ironmongers.   

Taunton Courier, 5/1/1957. “Mr H W Kille, retires after 53 years.” “One of the best known journalists in 
Somerset Mr Herbert W Kille of Millbridge Road, Minehead retired at the weekend after 53 years in the 
profession.  Trained on the West Somerset Free Press he later gained experience on publications in the 
Midlands and in London before returning after the First World War to his first paper where he has stayed 
ever since.  For the last 9 years he has been Chief Reporter.  A well known Antiquary he is the Secretary 
of The West Somerset Branch of the Somerset Archaeological Society and was for many years Secretary 
of the Minehead Publicity Association of the Chamber of Trade.  He has made frequent and valuable 
contributions to the Notes and Queries Feature of this newspaper.  He has also seved on the Committees 
of the local branch of the RNLI and the Minehead British Legion and in recognition of his work of 26 years 
in the latter capacity has been made a Vice President of the Branch. At the recent County Conference he 
was presented with the Legion’s Certificate of Appreciation.  In recognition of his work Mr Kille has also 
been for some years an Honoury Member of the Minehead Rotary Club.   For many years he was Hon. 
Sec. of the Taunton and West Somerset Branch of the NUJ of which he was a foundation member.” 

Herbert William Kille of BinnorieMillbridge Road died 22/11/1962 Probate to Lawrence Edward Kille, 
retired Gas Board Official, and Claude Prosser Foy, retired Ironmonger.   

1901 Census: 1 Blenheim Terrace, Minehead, Clement Kille 55, Newspaper Reporter born Eastmeon, 
Hants; Amy Kille, 39; Ernest Kille, 16, Grocer’s Apprentice, born Washford; Herbert W Kille, 14, born 
Washford; Alan E Kille, 12, born Washford; Margaret E Kille, 9, born Washford.   

Herbert W Kille married 3rd Quarter 1922 Ruby Margaret Marley; Ruby M Kille died 1st Quarter 1927 aged 
32; the 1911 Census shows Ruby at “Sunfield” Summerland Avenue, aged 16 and a girl clerk to Chemist.   

Evelyn Gertrude Kille of Binnorie 1 Millbridge Road Minehead, died 19/4/1973. 

Transcription of VAD Card: “Address “Auvergne” Minehead; Orderly; served from 16/8/16 to 02/02/19; 
housework at first then early morning Orderly work in the wards; 1600 hours; Miss Foy has worked very 
well.  She was quiet and steady and never made any fuss if asked to do any extra.  She could only give us 
shorter hours after her two brothers were called up as she had to help in their shop during the day.    

  



GALE,  JAMES 

Private 201891, died 29/6/1917, 1st/4th East Lancs Regiment.  Son of  Mr J and Mrs E Gale, 14 West Street, 
Minehead.  James Gale born 22/1/1894.   

1901 Census, Bampton Street, Tiverton, 1 Pinkstone Court.  Eliza Gale, 33, born Thorverton, Devon.  James 
Gale, 7, born Sandford, Devon.  Reginald T Gale, 7 months, born Tiverton, Devon.  Mary A Gale, 5, born 
Upton, Somerset.   

1911 Census, Knowle Hotel, Sidmouth, James Gale, 18, Hotel Kitchen Porter. 

1911 Census, 23 Mantle Street, Wellington.  James Gale, 42, Coachman, born Sandford.  Eliza Gale, 43 
(nee Bidwell), 18 years married.  Reginald Gale, 10, born Tiverton.  Emma Gale, 7, born Tiverton.  Winifred. 
3, born Sidmouth.  Charles, 1, born Sidmouth.   

Commemorated at Rocquigny-Equancourt Road British Cemetery, Manoncourt.   

From 23rd May to 8th July, the 42nd Division of which 1st/4th East Lancs was a part, was holding the line at 
Havrincourt North of Epehy.  In June 1917 1st/4th East Lancs were in trenches in Havrincourt Wood facing 
the Hindenburg Line South West of Cambrai.  There was much shelling, sniping and use of gas.  James died 
during this period   

GALE  REGINALD THOMAS 

Brother of James Gale.  Died aged 17, 24/10/1917.  235209 11th Battalion (Pioneers) Leicestershire 
Regiment.  Son of Mr J and Mrs E Gale, of 14 West Street, Minehead.  Commemorated Ypres Reservoir 
Cemetery.   

11th Leicestershire Battalion in October 1917 was employed in laying light railways in the Dickesbusch and 
Ypres areas of Belgium.  On 23rdOctober, 1917, a shell dropped amongst a working party of D Company 
killing 11 men.  All were buried side by side together in Ypres Reservoir Cemetery in plots 1.1.10 to 1.1.17.  
Reginald was buried in plot 1.1.18 and the War Diary of 24th October reads “ Work continuing as before 
and 1 man killed in action”.   

 

  



GAMLIN,  WILLIAM HAROLD 

Sapper 21370 Royal Engineers, 152nd Field Company.  Son of Frederick Robert and Mary Gamlin of 
Sherford, Taunton and husband of Annie Gamlin of 2 The Cross, St. Michael’s Road, Minehead.  Died 
18/10/1917 aged 28.  The entry in Ruvigny Roll of Honour reads:  “Sapper 21370 Royal Engineers.  Son of 
Frederick Robert Gamlin of 1 Jubilee Terrace, Comeytrowe Road, Trull, Carpenter by his wife Mary, 
daughter of William Crook; born Whimple near Exeter 19 September 1889.  Educated Dartmouth School.  
Enlisted Royal Engineers 20/3/1911.  Served with BEF from August 1914 and died at 1/1 Australian 
Casualty Clearing Station 18/10/17 of wounds received about 11/10/1917.  Buried Outtersteene 
Cemetery, Bailleul.  He married at Minehead 21/1/1916 Annie daughter of Alfred Baker Bailey.  No issue.” 

The War Diary records the Company being at Voormezeele and that 2 Sappers were wounded 10/10/1917 
going to work at Bassevillebeck.   

  



GIFFORD,ISABELLA   

Obituary of Isabella Gifford from The Journal of Botany 1892: “She was the only daughter of Major George, 
one of a large family of brothers (all more or less distinguished) which included Theodophilus Gifford (52nd 
Foot, killed at Cazal Nova 14/3/1811).  Captain Gifford was with Sir John Moore at Corunna.  When the 
war was over he returned to England and married Isabella the youngest daughter of John Christie of Wick 
House Hackney and of Glanusk, Brecon.  For some time after the marriage Captain Gifford lived in Wales 
and acted as Land Agent to his father in law.  I 

Isabella Gifford was born at Swansea about 1823 (sic).  During her early life she resided with her parents 
in France, Jersey and Falmouth (where her only brother died); they finally settled at Minehead 40 years 
ago. 

Mrs Gifford was a rarely gifted and most cultured woman and herself educated her daughter.  Isabella 
was self taught as far as science was concerned.  She studied and explored wherever her fancy lead her.   

In 1855 she contributed to “The Proceedings of the Somersetshire Archaeological and Natural History 
Society” – “Notices of the rare and most remarkable plants in the neighbour of Dunster, Blue Anchor, 
Minehead etc.” 

In 1848 “The Marine Biologist” was published by her and in 1853 was in its 3rd edition much improved and 
enlarged. Also in 1853 she contributed to the proceedings as above, “Observations In Marine Flora Of 
Somerset”.  

She was also interested in mosses and found a few rare ones at Minehead.  A cousin stated: “Her life was 
singularly uneventful so much so that she would count as her “field day” a long ago scientific meeting at 
Dunster where a paper of hers was read and a collection of her plants of West Somerset exhibited.” 

Rheumatism and Neuralgia made her in later life a prisoner to the immediate neighbourhood of her 
house.  Influenza attacked the house before Christmas and mother and daughter passed away within 24 
hours”.  (end of Obituary).  

12/10/1824 George St John Gifford, Parish of St Andrew, Holborn, married Isabella Christie of St John 
Hackney.   

3/6/1825 Parish of Devynnock, Brecon.  Isabella Gifford baptised; father George, mother Isabella, abode 
Glanusk, Devynnock, Capt RN. 

1841 Census: Melcombe Regis (Weymouth &Melcombe Regis) Thomas Street.  George St John Gifford, 
55, Captain, Army.  Isabella 38.  Isabella, daughter, 16. Charles Bronllis Gifford, 14 (born 17/8/1827 
Devynnock). 

Charles Bronllis Gifford, son of Capt. George St John Gifford died 8/91844 at Falmouth aged 17, buried 
16/9/1844 Budcock Church, Cornwall.   

1851 Census:  Parade, Minehead.  George St John Gifford, 68, Captain, late 11thBtn Royal Veterans.  
Isabella, wife, 48.  Isabella, daughter 23.   

1861 Census:  Park Row, Minehead.  George S Gifford, 79, retired Major, born Girton.  Isabella Gifford, 56.  
Isabella Gifford, 32. 



1871 Census: The Parks, Minehead.  Isabella Gifford, widow, 68, widow of Brevet Major born Hackney.  
Isabella Gifford, daughter, 40, unmarried, born Breconshire.  Charlotte Mary Moggridge, sister in law, 
widow, born Girton, Cambridge. 

George St John Gifford died 17/5/1869, The Parks, Minehead, and was buried in St Michaels Church yard.  
The headstone is seriously eroded: it reads : In / memory of / Major George / St John Gifford/ died May 
17 1869 /aged 88.   

1881 Census:  The Parks Minehead.  Isabella Gifford 78, widow of Field Officer.  Isabella Gifford, 53. 

1891 Census:  10 The Parks, Minehead, Isabella Gifford 81 (sic) Isabella Gifford 60 (sic) born Devynock 
(Defynnog) Brecon.   

Isabella Gifford of 3 Cranwell Villas, The Parks, Minehead, died 26/12/1891.  Her mother also Isabella had 
died 25/12/1891. 

“The Marine Botanist”: an introduction to the study of Algology; containing descriptions of the 
commonest British Sea-Weeds and the best method of Preserving Them with Figures of the most 
remarkable species” , by Isabella Gifford published 1848.  Some of her specimens are now in the Ulster 
Museum.    

  



FRANCIS, JESSIE  KATE   

1911 Census:  21 Tregonwell Road, Minehead.  George William Francis, 65, born Ridgmont, Beds; Elizabeth 
Louisa Francis, 63, born Walsall; Jessie Kate Francis, 30, single, born Hereford.   

1881 Census: 27 High Town, Hereford, George W Francis, 35, Draper, born Ridgmont, Beds; Elizabeth L 
Francis, 33, born Walsall, Staffs; Edith Francis, 6, born Hereford; Florence Francis, 5, born Hereford; Amy 
Frances Francis, 3, born Hereford; Jessie, 1, born Hereford.   

Jessie Kate Francis, birth registered 2nd Quarter 1879, Hereford.   

1891 Census, 88/89 High St, Bromsgrove, George Francis, 45, Draper; Elizabeth Francis, 43; Edith Francis, 
16; Florence Francis, 15; Amy Francis, 13; Jessie, 11; Gertrude, 10; Henrietta, 8.   

1901 Census, 38 London Road, Twickenham.  George W Francis, 55, Draper’s Manager; Elizabeth L Francis, 
53; Florence M Francis, 25, single, Draper’s Assistant; Amy M Francis, 23, single; Jessie K, 21, single, 
Draper’s Assistant; Gertrude M, 20, single; Henrietta, 18, single. 

The 1914, 1919 and 1927 edition of Kelly’s show George W Francis at 21 Tregonwell Road. 

George W Francis, died 2nd Quarter 1929 aged 83; Elizabeth L Francis died 3rd Quarter 1922, aged 74.   

VAD card transcription: “Address Tregonwell Road, Minehead; service from December 1915 to August 
1919; Staff Nurse; 6000 hours; this nurse has shown unfailing devotion to duty; mentioned in 
despatches/Queen Alexandra’s Diploma.   

 

  



EDWARDS, LOUIS GRANT 

Private (GS/11218) 8th Battalion Royal Fusiliers, died 2/3/1916.  Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais.  Name, date 
of death and Regiment corroborated from the Alcombe Memorial, Manor Road.  “Soldiers Died” gives 
place of birth as “Beaine” USA.  Census information supports USA birth but not place.  

1911 Census Nurton Cottage, Tintern, Chepstow.  Arthur P Edwards, 42, born London, Stockman on 
Gentleman’s Estate.  Mary Emilie, 49, born Blackburn.  Frederick John, 17, born USA, Tinplate Worker.  
Louis Grant, 15, born USA, Tinplate Worker, Shearer Boy.  Ellen Mildred, 13, born London. 

Arthur Paul Edwards, 24, Furniture Dealer, 297 Euston Road, married Marie Emilie Frost, 30, 299 Euston 
Road on 14/2/1893.  Marriage registered Pancreas, London.  His father Frederick Edwards was an 
Auctioneer and her father, George Louis Frost, was deceased.   

1901 Census Bramshott Village, (Southampton), rooms over stables, Petersfield, Hants.  Arthur P Edwards, 
32, Cowman; Marie E, 39; Frederick J, USA; Louis G, USA; Ellen M.  

On 2/3/1916 at the Hohenzollern Redoubt an action was carried out by the 8th and 9th Royal Fusiliers.  The 
objective was the Cord joining Big Willie and Little Willie.  At 5.45 p.m. the 8th Battalion on the left (North) 
exploded three mines and the 9th exploded four.  After the explosions 50 men of A Company 8th Royal 
Fusiliers and 50 of B Company 9th Royal Fusiliers rushed across and seized part of the Cord.  The idea was 
to garrison the craters.  Rain and snow made it heavy going.   

Of the first party of fifty men of the 8th only 1 Officer and 1 Other Man reached the Cord.  The Bavarians 
had virtually wiped them out.  The 8th suffered 254 casualties and the Cord did not remain in British hands 
for long.   

  



GRANT,EILEEN  

1911 Census. “Brinnington” King Edward Road, Minehead.  Suene Grant, 60, (born 26/3/1851), retired 
Colonel Royal Engineers.  Born London, Parish of St Clements Danes; Caroline Elizabeth Craigie Grant (nee 
Napper) 59, born Nowgong, India; Eileen Helen Margaret Grant, 21, single, born Simla, India. 

1901 Census: 5 Jevington Gardens, Eastbourne.  Suene Grant, 50, Brevet Colonel Royal Engineers.  Born 
London; Caroline Grant, 49, born East Indies; Eileen Grant, 11, born East Indies.   

Eileen Grant born 5/10/1889 Simla, Bengal, India.  Father, Suene Grant and Mother Caroline Elizabeth 
Craigie.   

Suene Grant of Minehead retired Colonel of Royal Engineers died 21/6/1919. 

Eileen H M Grant married William Eltringham 1st Quarter 1921 registered Brighton.   

She was entitled to the British War Medal, regiment given as YMCA; served at Calais from October 1916 
to November 1918. Address 15 Norfolk Square, Brighton.  

Caroline Elizabeth Craigie Grant of Villa Adelasia, Alassio, Italy, widow died 19/11/1932.  Probate to Eileen 
Helen Margaret Eltringham and John Duncan Grant retired Colonel.   

John Duncan Grant (1877 to 1967), brother of Caroline Elizabeth won the Victoria Cross when with the 
Tibet Mission Force, December 1903 to September 1904 at the storming of Gyantse Jong 6/7/1904. 

William Eltringham of Hotel Gifone, Bolzano, Italy died 18/4/1957 at Hotel Gifone.  Husband of Eileen and 
father of Eileen Anne-Marie (1921 to 2006). 

Eileen Helen Margaret Eltringham died at  Horton Hospital, Epsom, 29/10/1968.   

VAD card transcription: “Address Minehead; service from 5/12/15 to 3/2/17; 3/12/17 transferred to Lady 
Violet Braney’s Hospital, Grosvenor Street, London; Chelsea Hospital for Officers, 40 Upper Grosvenor 
Street.  

  



GILL, IVY   

The First World War record of Matthew James Gill aged 58 reads “Next of Kin, Lilian Gill, Woodcombe 
Farm, Minehead (wife); married Lilian Stoat, St Decumens 30/10/1890; child Ivy Lilian Gill born 
17/10/1891(sic), Watchet (her gravestone gives date of birth as 27/7/1891; enlisted 17/9/15 Minehead; 
discharged 24/3/1916 as medically unfit.”. 

Ivy Gill baptised 21/8/1891 St Decumens;  parents Matthew and Lilian, Police Officer. 

Kelly’s 1914, Matthew James Gill, Farmer, Woodcombe; Kelly’s 1919, Matthew James Gill, Farmer, 
Bampton Street;  Kelly’s 1927 Matthew James Gill, Farmer, The Orchard, Woodcombe.   

1911 Census: General Warehouse, Dunster.  Matthew James Gill, 53, General Shopkeeper, born Wooton 
Courteney; Lilian Gill, 50, married 20 years, born Minehead; Ivy Lilian Gill, 19, born Watchet. 

1901 Census:  West Street, Dunster, Matthew Gill, 43, Draper, Grocer, and Boot Dealer, born Wooton 
Courteney;  Lilian Gill, 40, born Minehead; Ivy Lilian Gill, 9, born Watchet.  

1891 Census: St Decumens Watchet, 1 West End Villas.  Matthew J Gill, 30, Police Constable, born Wooton 
Courteney; Lilian Gill, 30, born Minehead.  

Matthew James Gill of The Orchard, Woodcombe, Minehead, died 28/2/1933 Probate to Lilian Gill, widow 
and Ivy Lilian Gill, Spinster.   

1939 Register 51 Paganel Road, Minehead, Ivy L Gill, born 27/7/1891 retired Solicitor’s Clerk. 

Lilian Gill of “Oakover” 22 Ponsford Road, Minehead, died 30/8/1934 at Barnstaple.   

Ivy Lilian Gill of “Little Hanger”, Paganel Road, Minehead, died at Minehead and West Somerset Hospital, 
26/9/1946.  Probate to Doris Violet House, and Reginald Ernest House, Bank Accountant.   

VAD Card transcription: “Address, Summerland Avenue; service from December 1915 to December 1918; 
Nurse, 3066 hours; Queen Alexandra’s Diploma.   

  



GRAY  J A 

On Minehead War Memorial.  Listed in Roll of Honour St. Andrew’s Church as member of the Royal Field 
Artillery.  Nothing else known.   

  



GREAVES,HASLEHURST  

Dundee Courier 25/6/1932: “Author wins Kensitas Car: Urged by Family to Enter Competition”.  
“Minehead’s most retiring resident has won, in spite of himself, the 131st of the Austin cars in the Kensitas 
Competition.  He is Mr Haslehurst Greaves of “St Annes” in the popular Somerset seaside resort, the 
author of books on botany and book collecting.  “I went in for the competition against myself”, he said 
yesterday. “It was first my son, then my wife and then my two daughters who intruded every now and 
again into the seclusion of my library to urge me to try my skill in the competition and I did eventually 
enter”.  Mr Greaves who was Librarian in Dunstable (sic) Public Library and has now retired”.   

15/6/1932 Aberdeen Press & Journal: “Author Wins Kensitas Car”. “His message reads “Whilst the 
Kensitas purifying process makes inhaling safe and agreeable it retains and enhances the good qualities 
of the tobacco.” 

“St Annes” was in King Edward Road and “Dunstable” should have read “Barnstaple”. 

1911 Census:  Holly Lodge, Newtown, Langport, Somerset.  Haslehurst Greaves, 37, Accountant at Seed 
Merchants, born Sheffield.  Jessie Mary Greaves, 30, married 10 years, born Langport.  Barbara Jessie 
Greaves, 7, born Huish Episcope.  Gerald Lawrence Greaves, 1, born Huish Episcope 

Married 19/4/1900 Langport Parish Church. 

He was the Librarian of the North Devon Athenian, Tuly Street, Barnstaple 1916-1919; he resigned after a 
dispute with his assistant Edith Young. 

North Devon Journal 18/5/1916: “The directors of the North Devon Athenium at Barnstaple appointed 
Haslehurst Greaves to the post out of 40 applicants.  Mr Greaves who formerly resided at Ilfracombe had 
for the past 11 months been engaged in the Barnstaple branch of the National Provincial Bank.  He is a 
highly qualified linguist, botanist and accustomed to literary work.  Before going to Ilfracombe he resided 
at Langport.  He is going into residence at The Athenium on June 1st.  He was born in Sheffield 1873, 
educated at Uxbridge Grammar School and afterwards at the Swanby Horticultural College, Kent.  He 
obtained the Diploma for Horticulture and certificates at the Science and Arts Departments at South 
Kensington for Botany, Chemistry and Physics.  For many years he held a post with Messrs. Kelway& Son 
of Langport the famous Horticulturists and raisers of new flowers.  He has been a contributor to “Amateur 
Gardening” for 25 years and is the author of “The Commercial Clerk and His Success” and “Hardy Annuals”.  
Mr Greaves was a Lecturer of Botany at Langport Grammar School.  He is also an occasional contributor 
of articles to newspapers.  He has a good knowledge of German and French.   

20/12/1917 the will of Mr Charles Haslehurst Greaves of Bournemouth and formerly of Sheffield who died 
a few weeks ago has been proved at £70160.  His son, Mr Haslehurst Greaves is the Librarian at the North 
Devon Athenium.  

Charles H Greaves was a Brewer running the Norfolk Brewery, Broad Street, Sheffield Park, Sheffield 
founded in 1835 and relocated to South Street, Park, Sheffield in 1865.  

3/4/1919 the Catalogue of Books in the library of the North Devon Athenium have been superseded by a 
card index system.  This form of indexing was started by the Librarian Mr Haslehurst Greaves FLS two 
years ago and the work is almost completed.   

1923 Haslehurst Greaves FLS of Southgate, Rumsam Road, Barnstaple.   

In 1928 he published “The Personal Library – How to Make and How to Use It”. 



He was living in Minehead in 1931. 

1939 Register:  “Cuzco” Periton.  Haslehurst Greaves born 19/6/1873, Freelance Journalist.  Jessie M 
Greaves, born 15/10/1880.  Barbara J Greaves, born 30/4/1903. 

Haslehurst Greaves of “Cuzco” Periton, Minehead, died 5/1/1947, West Somerset Hospital.  Probate to 
Jessie M Greaves, Widow, and Frank Thomas Auctioneer.   

 

Parish Church Langport 19/4/1900.  Haslehurst Greaves 26, Accountant, The Avenue, Huish, father Charles 
H Greaves, Brewer, married Jessie Mary Payn 19, The Hill, Langport father Charles, Tailor.  Her birth was 
registed 4th Quarter 1880 and she died 1st Quarter 1958 Taunton.  

  



GREENSLADE,  THOMAS 

Bombardier 11527.  Died 11/7/1917.  Aged 23, C Battery, 74th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery.  Son of Richard 
and Emma Greenslade of Cefn Court, Manor Road, Alcombe.  Buried Dunster Old Cemetery.  The Register 
of Soldiers’ Effects shows that he died at the Bristol War Hospital, and that he belonged to 5C Reserve 
Brigade RFA as Bombardier 11527.  5C Reserve Brigade was based at Charleton Park, Woolwich.  
Consisting of 49,50,51 Reserve Battery.   

The Medal Rolls show that he qualified for the Victory, War Medals and the 1914/15 Star and that he 
disembarked in France 27/8/1915.   

74 Brigade landed at Le Havre 29/8/1915 and joined the Guards Division.  The Alcombe Memorial records 
that he was “Bombardier, Guards Division RFA died 11/7/17.”   

1901 Census Grove Place, Manor Road.  Richard Greenslade, 38, Cab Proprietor, born Cadleigh, Devon.  
Emma, 34, born Wootton Courtenay.  Charles John, 11, born Alcombe.  Nellie, 10, born Alcombe.  Thomas, 
6, born Alcombe (birth registered second quarter 1894). Ethel Rachel, 5, born Alcombe. Florence May, 2, 
born Alcombe.  Rosa, 6 months, born Alcombe  

1911 Census, Alcombe Dunster.  Richard Greenslade, 48, widower, Haulier and Cab Proprietor.  Charles 
John, 21, born Dunster, Driver.  Thomas, 17, born Dunster, Driver.  Ethel Rachel, 15, Housekeeper.  
Florence, 12, assistant at home, Rosa, 10. May 7.   

 

  



GREENWAY,  ARTHUR LEONARD 

Private 460078, 44th Battalion Canadian Infantry, (Manitoba Regiment).  Died 20/10/1916 aged 20 and 
commemorated on the Vimy Memorial.  Note: His service records definitely give his date of death as 20/10 
although the Alcombe Memorial has 18/10.  Son of Jonathan Greenway and the late Charlotte Greenway 
(Hopcott Terrace).   

Born Watchet 12/11/1896; next of kin Jonathan Greenway, Alcombe; occupation Farmer; attested 
27/08/1915 at Winnipeg; sailed from Halifax on SS Olympic 2/4/1916, 61st Battalion; aged 18 years 10th 
months when enlisted.  The 44th Battalion embarked for France 10/8/1916. 

1901 Census, 2 Coast Guard Station, Minehead.  Jonathan Greenway, 38, Coast Guard, born Tralee, Kerry, 
Ireland.  Charlotte, wife, 40, born Clovelly, Devon. John P, son, 7, born Clovelly.  Annie, 6, born Clovelly, 
Arthur, 4, born Watchet, William, 2, born Westward Ho!, Fred, 1 month born Minehead.   

1911 Census, Avill Road, Dunster.  Jonathan Greenway, 48, Postman, born Ireland.  Mary Greenway, 37, 
born Skilgate, Somerset.  John P, 17, Clovelly.  Arthur, 14, Watchet.  William, 12, Westward Ho!, Fred, 10, 
Minehead. 

Battalion War Diary gives location for 19/10/1916 as Brickfields and describes the trenches as being 
almost unoccupable having one to two feet of water in them, and shelling was almost constant.  Candy 
Trench is mentioned and this lay between Courcelette and Martinpuich. 

On October 20th Orders were received to evacuate the trenches immediately on becoming dark to 
Battalion Headquarters HQ at Coltaye to make way for a large 200 plus working party.  Destination was 
Tarahill.  2 Other Ranks were killed in the 24 hours between October 19th and October 20th.    

 

  



HALE,  JOHN 

Gunner 202280, 132 Heavy Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery.  Died aged 32, 8/4/1918, husband of Alice 
Hale, of 11 Hopcott Terrace, Alcombe.  Commemorated Roye New British Cemetery. 

John Hale enlisted aged 29 on 17/9/1915.  He lived at 13 Thurleigh Terrace, Alcombe, and was a Groom.  
Next of kin was Alice Hale (nee Badcock) whom he had married on 11/5/1914, and she was living at 11 
Hopcott Terrace.  They had one child, Henry John Hale, born 15/3/1915.   

Next of kin: Mother, Sarah Hale, Tivington, Knowle, Minehead; brothers William Hale, Quirke Street; Bert 
Hale, Tivington Knowle; Thomas Hale, Marsh Lane, Minehead.  Sisters, Miss J Hale, Hicks Avenue, Mascot, 
Sydney, Australia.  Mrs A Ousley, 18 Anglesea Place, New South Wales, Australia.  Mrs L Holt, 106 Cornwall 
Road, Clifton, Bristol.  Mrs A Dyke, Anglesea Place, Clifton, Bristol.  Miss M Hale, Tivington, Knowle, 
Minehead. 

Initially joined 61st Squadron ASC Remounts R/4/139921; service from 17/9/1915 as a Driver.  Transferred 
to Reserve Brigade Royal Field Artillery 31/7/1917 and No 2 Reserve Battery 6/11/1917.  To France with 
RFA 17/12/1917 (when his number was 245623).  Then joined 132 (Oxford) Heavy Battery Royal Garrison 
Artillery when his army number became 202280.   

He died 8/4/1918.  A letter from 2nd Lieutenant J H Richards to his widow describes the moment: “ He was 
taking ammunition about 4 p.m. at the time of his death, and a shell pitched within a couple of yards of 
him and a piece of casing through the heart caused his instant death.  He was laid to rest in a beautiful 
plot in an untouched French Civilian Cemetery”. 

This was Cottenchy Church Yard on the North side of the church.  Cottenchy is a Commune in the Somme 
8 miles South East of Amiens.   

His widow received a pension of 20/5d.  a week.  Dated 27/12/1918 and the communication sent to 13 
Bampton Street, Minehead. This was also where his plaque and scroll were sent 16/5/1919.  Later in 1922 
she received his War and Victory medals.   

1891 Census Wootton Courtenay next to the Rose and Crown Inn and the New Cottage.  John Hale, 32, 
Agricultural Labourer, born Timberscombe.  Sarah Hale, 33, born Lydeard St Lawrence.  Albert, 9, born 
Combe Florey.  Jane, 10, Wootton Courtenay.  Alice, 6, Wootton Courtenay.  John, 5, Wootton Courtenay.  
Thomas, 3, Selworthy.  Ellen 9 months, Wootton Courtenay. 

John Hale baptised 4.4.1886, residence being Ranscombe Farm, Wootton Courtenay and his birth was 
registered second quarter 1886.   

Father John Hale (1859-1940), Mother, Sarah Prole (1858 – 1920). 

HALE  OWEN  JOHN 

Died 26/2/1941.  Volunteer 9th Leicestershire  (Loughborough) Home Guard.  Buried Minehead Cemetery.  
The press report 27/1/1941: “ Loughborough Student Shot, Young Home Guard’s Tragic End”.  “Late last 
night the Loughborough Police were called to the Home Guard’s premises where they found an 
Ambulance Officer removing to the Mortuary the body of a 19 year old Loughborough student Owen John 
Hale.  A Service rifle was found in the room.  Hale who had been on duty during the evening had a wound 
in the head.  His home address was 11 Quirke Street, Minehead.  An inquest will be held on Saturday.” 

His birth was registered 2nd Quarter 1921 Williton.  Mother’s maiden surname Hole. 



1939 Register, 11 Quirke Street, Doris M Clarke (Hale), born 28/5/1900 Butcher, Shopkeeper, Single.  
Ernest J Hale, born 27/11/1911, Coal Salesman, Single.  Vera Symons, (Gill, Shepherd), born 4/9/1912, 
Household Duties. 

Doris Mary Hale baptised 29/6/1900 Minehead, Father William Fred Hale, Mother, Mary.   

She married William Clarke 2nd Quarter 1942, registered Williton.  Her birth registered 2nd Quarter 1900, 
Mother’s Maiden Surname Hole,  

Ernest J Hale married 4th Quarter 1941, Marguerite J Phillips.   

  



HARRIS,  FRANCIS  HAROLD  JAMES 

Flight Sergeant 1851820 died 21/2/1945.  Reichwald War Cemetery.  Kleve RAFVR, Wireless Operator/AG, 
aged 20.   166 Squadron.  Son of Francis Alfred and Ruth Reeves Harris of Minehead.   

Sgt F H J Harris Wireless Operator in Lancaster Mk1, NG183 AS-D.  Missing on way to Dortmund 21/2/1945. 

Tuesday 20 February 166 Squadron aircraft took off from RAF Kirmington 2135 on a mission to Dortmund.  
528 aircraft, 514 Lancaster Bombers and 14 Mosquitoes, bombed Dortmund town area in the last heavy 
night raid of Bomber Command against Dortmund.  14 Lancasters were lost.   

Lancaster NG183AS-D crashed near the Hansa Bergwerk in the Huckads District of Dortmund.  All were 
buried in the Hauptfriedhof, but since the establishment of permanent Allied War Cemeteries their 
remains were brought to Reichwald Forest. 

He was posted into 166 Squadron 6/12/1944. 

Francis H J Harris’s birth registered 1924 Williton, Mother’s maiden surname Atkins. 

1939 Register.  1 Poundfield Road.  Francis A Harris born 18/3/1902, Electrical Power Station Engineer 
(Chargehand), part time Electrical Installation Inspector.  Ruth R Harris, born 20/8/1900.   

Francis A Harris of “Oakleigh”, 1 Poundfield Road, died 1958.  Ruth Reeves Harris died 1981 still at 1 
Poundfield. 

Francis A Harris married Ruth Reeves Atkins, 1st Quarter 1922,  registered Williton. 

In 1911 she was living in Cher Steep and Francis A Harris in 1911 was living at Oakleigh House, Lynmouth, 
with his uncle.  He was born at Woolacombe, Devon.   

  



HARRISO,N  JOHN  BENJAMIN 

Lieutenant 118424 died 3/5/1943.  9 Field Squadron Royal Engineers.  Enfidaville War Cemetery, Tunisia.  
On the Alcombe Memorial, date of death given as 3/4 May 1943.   

John Benjamin Harrison of “Ingleside”, Church Street, Alcombe, Minehead, died on 3rd or 4th May on War 
Service.   

London Gazette 23/2/1940.  The undermentioned from Royal Engineers (Ex Gentleman Cadets) to be 
Second Lieutenants.  18/2/1940 John Benjamin Harris 118424. 

Born 5/8/1920, Jammu and Kashmir India.  Father, Allan George, Mother Hilda Ann.   

1939 Register.  Ingleside, Church St, Alcombe, Minehead.  Hilda A Harrison (Maiden Surname Collett), 
born 11/9/1881.  Of Private Means, incapacitated.   

Hilda Ann Harrison died 19/7/1943. 

Allan George Harrison of Ingleside, Church Road, Alcombe, died 3/12/1934. 

Allan George Harrison aged 47 married Hilda Ann Collett, 32, 17/11/1913 Kaskmir Bengal, India.  He was 
a Banker of Srinagar and she was his third wife.  Srinagar was the largest city and summer capital of the 
Indian State of Jammu and Kashmir. It  lies in the Kashmir Valley on the banks of the Jhelum River.   

A Field Squadron was the standard unit of the Royal Engineers in an Armoured Division.  9th Field Squadron 
Royal Engineers were with the 8th Army from Alamein to Tunisia.  These were units that went on the 
battlefield and did activities under fire: building bridges, laying/removing mines, repairing roads, 
demolishing road blocks etc.  Most of those buried at Enfidaville died in the final battles from March to 
the beginning of May 1943.  The 8th Army attack on the position at Enfidaville on 19th April captured the 
position but strong resistance meant no further progress.  Attacks in the North meant Tunis fell on the 7th 
May.   

 

  



HAWKINS, GILBERT  BRYAN  

Captain 96755, aged 26, died 12/8/1944 Somerset Light Infantry.  Son of Gilbert Harold and Dorothy Mary 
Hawkins of Minehead.  Tilly-Sur-Seulles War Cemetery, Calvados, France.  

Gilbert Bryan Hawkins of Minehead died 12/8/1944 on War Service.  Probate to Gilbert Harold Hawkins, 
Chemist.   

Dentist Register 1942.  Gilbert Harold Hawkins, 17, The Parade, Minehead, registered 24/4/1922.   

1939 Register.  17 The Parade, Minehead, Gilbert H Hawkins, born 18/11/1877, Chemist.  Dorothy M 
Hawkins, born 25/4/1894 . 

Gilbert H Hawkins married Dorothy Hatswell 4th Quarter 1916, registered Williton.   

Gilbert H Hawkins died 18/7/1962 “Mirabel”, Western Lane, Minehead. 

Captain G B Hawkins, Somerset Light Infantry, of Minehead, who died intestate, son of Gilbert H Hawkins, 
of Redgates Road, Minehead, left £835.   

London Gazette 7th September 1939, 5th Battalion SLI, 2nd Lt Gilbert Bryan Hawkins. 

He had been wounded in Tunisia 22/3/1943. 

He does not appear on the Roll of Honour of Officers in either the 4th or 7th Battalions Somerset Light 
Infantry, which appear in the respective 1944/45 War Histories.   

The Graves Concentration Form for Commonwealth War Graves Commission gives his Battalion as 6th 
Durham Light Infantry.  But the “D” has a line through it and replaced with an “S”.  The 6th SLI did not 
operate in North West Europe in 1944-45.   

 

  



HELLENS,  MATTHEW  HENRY  

Lance Corporal T/175819 died 9/9/1943 aged 27.  18th Division Troops Company Royal Army Service Corps.  
Son of  Matthew Henry and Rosie Hellens of Minehead.  Chungkai War Cemetery, Thailand.  This is a 120 
kilometers North West of Bangkok, at a point where the River Kwai divides into two – the Mae Khlong and 
Kwai Noi.  It is the final resting place of men who lost their lives working as slave labour on the Thailand 
to Burma Railway (Burma Death Railway).   

Father, Matthew Henry Hellens of Langleigh, Summerland Avenue, died 16/11/1943 at the Minehead and 
West Somerset Hospital.  Probate to Ernest Henry Luscombe Wakenham and John Hull Hellens, farmers.   

1939 Register.  “Langleigh” 55 Summerland Avenue, Matthew H Hellens, born 12/11/1880, Hoover 
Salesman.  Rosie Hellens, born 12/1/1898, Hotel Proprietress.  Matthew H Hellens born 20/11/1915, 
Photographer.  Annie W B Hellens, born 1/8/1917, household duties. 

Japanese Index Cards show, Matthew Henry Hellens, British, Lance Corporal, born 20/11/1915 at Stidston 
Farm, South Brent, South Devon, England.  Captured Singapore, 18 Division RASC, 175819.  Father 
Matthew, Mother, Rosie. 

Captured 15/2/1942, deceased 9/9/1943.   

 

 

  



GORDON, GEORGE  WILLIAM  HENRY 

Born 26/10/1868 Killiney, County Dublin; father William; mother Anna Letitia Hoey. 

1891 Census:  Landsdown Crescent, Bath.  Ann Letitia Henry, widow, 49, born Dublin.  Edith O’Gorman, 
married 26.  Gordon Henry, son, medical student.  Mabel Susan Henry, 20; Ida Maude Henry, 18; Manuel 
Leigh Henry, 16; Olive Gwendoline Henry; Bertha Eugenie Henry, 11; Hugh Constensty Henry, 9.  

Medical Directory 1900:  Gordon George Henry; Blair Lodge, Minehead; MRCS, LRCP, London, 1893; Bristol 
and Guys; Member BMA; Medical Officer of Health Minehead UDC and Western District at Williton RDC; 
Surgeon and Agent of the Admiralty; Hon. Medical Officer Minehead and Dunster Village Hospital; late 
House Surgeon Stroud Hospital and Clinical Assistant Bristol Eye Hospital.   

Marriage:  Henry – Hastings, 5/11/1895.  On the 4thinst at St Margarets Church Ifield, Gordon G W Henry 
of Blair, Minehead, second son of the late William Henry of Cambridge Road, Brighton to Frances Alice 
only daughter of the late Vice Admiral the Hon. G Fowler Hastings CB and the Hon. Mrs Hastings of Tisbury 
Road, Hove, granddaughter of the 11th Earl of Huntingdon of Somerby Grove and cousin of the present 
Earl.   

1901 Census: Blair Lodge, Minehead.  Gordon Henry, 32, Physician and Surgeon.  Frances (Lily) Alice Henry, 
30, (died 3/2/1945 Milford on Sea, Hants). Dorothea Henry born 30/10/1896, (died 1984.  She married 
Daniel Macnee and their son was Daniel Patrick Macnee of Avengers fame). 

1911 Census: Kildare Lodge, Alcombe Road, Minehead.  Gordon Henry, 42, Medical Practioner, born 
Killiney, County Dublin.  Frances Henry, 40, 15 years married, born Homer, France. 

27/7/1918 Petition of Frances Alice Henry of 14 Milverton Terrace, Leamington, for resititution of conjugal 
rights.  Further proceedings followed in 1927 and the marriage ended in divorce.   

1st Quarter 1929 St Georges, Hanover Square, London.  Henry married Daphne Leslie Blofeld. 

1939 Register: Roehampton Vale, Wandsworth.  Gordon G W Henry born 26/10/1868 own means.  
Daphne L Henry born 2/3/1894. 

Gordon G W Henry of Spangate, Aldwick Bay, Bognor, died 10/6/1947. 

Daphne Leslie Henry of 2 Ellasdale Road, Bognor, died 30/9/1963. 

Blair Lodge now Minehead First School, built circa 1884 for Dr Thomas Clark, Architect James Piers 
St.Aubyn. 

Kildare Lodge:  Architect Richard Barry Parker (1867-1947).  Dr Henry began living there in 1906 so the 
house was probably built 1903 to 1905; drawings exist dated 1898.  It was an Edwardian Arts and Crafts 
House purposely designed and built for a doctor and referred to as “The Doctor’s House”. 

  



HENSLEY  RICHARD 

Private 240587 1st/5th Somerset Light Infantry.  Died 23/11/1917, aged 22.  Son of Richard Hensley of 7 
Church Street, Minehead and husband of Maud Hensley, Porlock Weir.  Commemorated Jerusalem War 
Cemetery.   

1901 Census, Church Street, Minehead.  Richard Thomas Hensley, 36, born Minehead, Domestic 
Gardener.  Edith C Hensley, 23, born Reading.  Sarah, 14, born Minehead.  Walter, 12, born Minehead.  
George, 10, born Minehead.  Tom, 8, born Minehead.  Richard, 5, born Minehead.  Harold, 7, born 
Minehead.   

Richard Hensley baptised, 10/4/1896, father Richard, mother Annie.  Birth registered first quarter 1896. 

1911 Census, 7 Church Street, Minehead.  Richard Thomas Hensley, 47, born Minehead, Jobbing 
Gardener.  Edith Hensley, 34, born Reading.  George Hensley, 21, born Minehead, Painter.  Tom 19, born 
Minehead, Baker.  Harold, 17, born Minehead, Mason’s labourer. Richard (Dickie), 15, born Minehead, 
Errand Boy for Antiques Dealer.  Fred, 5, born Minehead   

Richard T Hensley married twice.  First, Annie Hole, 21 (born Carhampton), 17/4/1886 at Minehead.  
Secondly Edith Caroline Westcott, 22, at Dulverton 18/4/1900.   

Richard Hensley married fourth quarter 1914 to Maud Dyer (born 1895) Porlock Weir.   

The Battle of NebiSamwil 17th to 24th November 1917.  At dawn Friday 23rd November, the news came 
that El Jib had yet to be taken and preparations to launch that attack were immediately made.  El Jib is a 
natural stronghold standing on a high hill and guarded by steep rocky terraces.  The approach is through 
a valley 600 to 700 yards wide with the ridge of NebiSamwil on the right and high ground and terraces on 
the left leading from Beit Izza.  The Battalion was now sadly depleted in strength:  so heavy had been the 
casualties that No.3 Company had no Officers.  At 8 a.m. the Battalion reached the entrance to the valley 
leading to El Jib and deployed into extended order for the attack;  Nos. 1 and 3 Companies were leading 
with 4 Company in support and 2 in Reserve.   Orders were to advance under the protection of the slopes 
of NebiSamwil and to scale the rocky terraces at the right end of the valley, then to swing left to the village 
itself.  As soon as the attack had been launched and the extended line emerged from the entrance of the 
valley, the enemy put down a terrific barrage of high explosive shells and shrapnel.  Worse was to come 
for on passing through the barrage the lines came under a terrible hail of bullets from enemy machine 
guns in front, the Northern slopes of NebiSamwil on the right, and the high ground on the left.  The 
devastating enfilade fire from all sides wrought terrible havoc and the lines seemed to melt away.  The 
only supporting fire for the attack on El Jib came from machine guns and a mountain battery.  The 
survivors pressed on and reached the terraces of the village.  When, many weeks later, El Jib was finally 
taken the identity discs of 27 very gallant Somersets who had climbed these terraces were recovered.  As 
night fell the Battalion was ordered to withdraw.   

All told 10 had been killed, 141 wounded, and 32 missing.  The strength of the Battalion had been halved 
in two days of fighting.  On 22/11/1917 the Battalion numbered around 450; by the end of 23/11/1917 it 
had suffered 221 casualties. 

  



HEWETT,  GEORGE WILLIAM 

Able Seaman D/SFX28035, died 11/11/1942 aboard HMS Roberts Royal Navy.  Son of William Ernest and 
Rose Annie Hewett of Alcombe.  Commemorated Plymouth Naval Memorial and Alcombe Memorial.   

HMS Roberts (F40) A breed of slow compact warships fielding a big gun arnament.  Came into service 
October 1941.  

Took part in Operation Torch, the Allied Landing in North Africa, November 1942.  Hit by a pair of 500 kg 
bombs, survived and repaired.   

George W Hewett born 15/8/1921, place of death Dougie, Algiers, aged 21.   

His birth is registered 3rd Quarter 1921 at Williton, Mother’s maiden surname Pearce. 

1939 Register.  3 Victoria Terrace, Alcombe.  William E Hewett, born 4/4/1890, Rabbit Trapper and Market 
Gardener.  Rose A Hewett, born 3/5/1892.  Peter E Hewett, born 17/4/1919.  John Procose Hewett, born 
15/11/1923, Motor Mechanic Apprentice.   

  



HILL,  WALTER  

Lance Sergeant Walter Hill 24561, Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry, 10th Battalion.  Born Reading, enlisted 
Minehead.  Died 12/7/1917.  His sister Mrs Laura Richards, was designated as legatee in Soldiers’ Effects. 

Originally buried Nieuport Cemetery and exhumed as unknown, but then identified and reburied at 
Ramscappelle Road Military Cemetery.   

On Roll at St Andrew’s Church (Regiment listed as DCLI).  Only one possible entry on “Soldiers Died” and 
“CWGC” databases.   

The 10th (Service) Battalion (Cornwall Pioneers) landed at Le Havre 20/6/1916 and attached to 2nd Division 
as Pioneer Battalion.  However, from 6th July to 7th November 1917 they were the Pioneer Battalion for 
66th Division who were employed on operation on the Flanders Coast between 26th June and 25th 
September 1917.   

In June 1917 XV Corps took over from the French and held the Front Line on a 6 kilometre front from the 
sea to a point South of Nieuport (Nieuwpoort).  On 10/7/1917 the Germans launched Operation 
Strandfest against British positions at Nieuport Bains North of the River Yser between the coast and River 
Geleide.  Early on the morning of July 10th an intense bombardment opened up on these positions.  The 
defences were flattened and all bridges across the Yser destroyed.  At 6.30 p.m. the German Marines 
attacked and the isolated positions held by the Northants and KRRC Regiments were overwhelmed.  Only 
4 Officers and 64 Other Ranks managed to reach the West Bank of the Yser.  The total British casualties 
amounted to approximately 3126 of all ranks, killed, wounded and missing. 

Between 10th and 12th July 1917 the 10th Battalion DCLI lost 8 men killed and Walter Hill was one of these 
most probably a victim of the heavy shelling. 

EVA HILL 

1911 Census: 7 Holloway Street, Minehead.  Edmund George Hill, 55, House Decorator, born Nether 
Stowey; Sarah Ann Hill, 61, married 31 years, born Old Cleeve.  Henry James Hill, 29, single, Painter (Artist) 
born Nether Stowey; Eva Mary Hill, 24, single, Shop Assistant, Stationer, born Nether Stowey;  Edmund 
Murray Hill, 20, House Painter, born Minehead. 

1939 Register, 7 Holloway Street, Minehead.  Henry J Hill, born 3/8/1881 incapacitated; Minela Annie Hill, 
born 2/1/1889 (wife of above, married 2nd Quarter 1916, died 4th Quarter 1967, maiden surname Harding, 
baptised 3/3/1889 Stoke Pero); Eva M Hill, born 4/5/1886, Shop Assistant, Stationer. 

1881 Census: St Marys Street, Nether Stowey.  David Murray Hill, 64;, Caroline Hill, 66;  Edmund G Hill, 
son, 25; Sarah A Hill, (daughter in law), 30.  

Edmund George Hill, 24, Painter, born Nether Stowey, married Sarah Ann Bosley, 30. Spinster, Servant, 
born Old Cleeve; 24/8/1880 Old Cleeve Church.   

1891 Census: 6 Frog Street, Minehead.  Edmund G Hill, 35, Painter Glazier; Sarah A Hill, 40; Henry J Hill, 9; 
Hilda J, 7; Eva Mary, 4; Edmund 7 months. 

1901 Census: Holloway St, Minehead.  Edmund G Hill, 46; Sarah A Hill, 50; Henry J Hill, 19; Hilda J Hill, 17; 
Eva Mary Hill, 14; Edmund M Hill, 10. 

Edmund George Hill of 7 Holloway Street, Minehead died 17/10/1922 at Minehead and West Somerset 
Hospital.  Probate to Henry James Hill and Edmund Murray Hill decorators.  



Sarah Anne Hill of “Krazisteps” Church St, Minehead, Widow, died 29/9/1932.  Probate to Eva Mary Hill, 
spinster.   

Eva Mary Hill of Krazysteps, Church St, Minehead, died 11/7/1968. 

VAD Card transcription: “Address Holloway St, Minehead; served 07/17 to closing May 1919; Accountant; 
to keep the books and monthly account and write the cheques, 900 hours.  Being a Shop Assistant in a 
Stationer’s business she was unable to give much time but since July 1917 has taken on the accounts and 
has done splendid work.  Giving up her half whole day and Sunday evenings to do the Hospital accounts 
and has kept the books very well and neatly.” 

 

  



THE  HOBHOUSE  FAMILY  OF  MINEHEAD -  A LINK TO THE SLAVE TRADE 

As the Rev F Hancock (1849-1920) states, in his “History of Minehead” (1903), in 1675 John Hobhouse was 
residing in Quay Town Minehead in a house called after his name, still standing near The Pier and 
described in the Rate Books as “the late Hobhouses”.  He was a Wheelwright by trade and was buried in 
Minehead 1711.   

Sir Charles Parry Hobhouse (1825-1916) in his “Some Account of the Family of Hobhouse” (1909) 
Describes John Hobhouse as one who “achieved greatness”.  He was a Constable and Church Warden and 
Principal Leaseholder under the Lutterells of Dunster and lived in the best house in the Quay Quarter (still 
the best) and still known as “Hobhouse’s Lease”.  

John Hobhouse married Anne Hardon (Harding), widow, 10/8/1674 at Old Cleeve.  She was born Anne 
Madox (Maddox) of Norton in Gower Glamorgan.  Their children were:  

1) Thomas, baptised 13/7/1675, died 6/8/1691Minehead. 
2) Joan baptised 6/11/1677; she married Christopher Jones.  
3) Henry, born 10/7/1680, died 13/1/1710, married Joan Maddox. 
4) Benjamin (Captain) born Minehead 4/12/1682; married Mary Spragge, died Minehead 10/10/1745. 
5) Isaac born Minehead 9/7/1685. 

John Hobhouse was buried 10/7/1711 Minehead and his wife succeeded to his Leasehold “becoming a 
great lady” who obtained the best seat in church and didn’t object to paying the highest pew rent for it.  
She died 8/2/1722 aged 84 at Minehead. 

Benjamin their third son succeeded to the family business now centring around ships – building and 
sailing.  Charles Hobhouse in his book claims that “tradition says he was a giant in stature and a captain in 
rank”.  He was a Master Mariner and married Mary Spragg(e) at Dunster 6/3/1707.  Charles Hobhouse 
has it that “his wife was a Saffin, probably related to William Saffin a resident of Minehead in 1681.   

The children of Benjamin and Mary Spragg were:  

1)  John of Westbury College, Gloucesster, born Minehead 1712 and died Westbury College 21/6/1787. 
2) Catherine, died Minehead 2/12/1710. 
3) Henry of Clifton, Bristol born Minehead 1714, died Bristol 1773. 
4) Elizabeth or Bessy, married John Maidman at Minehead 1/9/1730. 

Benjamin was buried in Minehead 1/2/1748. 

Isaac Hobhouse, the youngest son of John and Anne, migrated from Minehead to Bristol around 1717/18.  
He voted as a Burgess of Minehead in the elections of 1713 – 17 and in the following year became a Church 
Warden in Minehead.  Soon afterwards he left for Bristol with his Brother in Law Christopher Jones and 
inaugurated the family business that was to endure for around a hundred years.  His nephews John (1712-
1787) and Henry (1714-1773) also joined their uncle in Bristol.   

Isaac Hobhouse became one of six men who between them managed some four hundred slaving ventures.  
He was a prolific investor in the slave trade having invested in sixty eight voyages, some as sole owner, 
some as primary owner and others as an investor.  He was the archetypal Bristol Merchant who saw the 
profits to be made from the slave trade.  In the period 1722 – 1747 his ships made forty four slaving 
voyages.   

Isaac’s ship the one hundred ton “Greyhound” was Bristol built (1706), had a crew of twenty and six guns,  
and between 1718-1736 was regularly employed in the slave trade.  On its 1723/24 voyage there was a 



heavy mortality rate amongst the slaves.  339 were bought at Bonny (Nigeria) one of the largest slave 
exporting depots of West Africa.  Only a 170 were to survive and land at Virginia.  A 144000 tons of tobacco 
were brought back to Bristol.   

The Hobhouse Company also instructed the Master of the “Dispatch” to buy ivory as “in that commodity 
there is no mortality to be feared”.  Yet another Captain was instructed to “keep ‘emshackled and hand 
bolted fearing their rising or leaping overboard”.   

Most of the slaves that the Company bought came from the “Bight of Biafra” region (Bight of Bonny, part 
of the West African Coast between the river Niger and Cape Lopez).  In 1723 the cargo of cloths, guns and 
metal was taken to Bonny for the purchase of 250 slaves.  In over fifty per cent of the voyages 1731 – 40 
the slaves were taken to Virginia and the Carolinas.      

Isaac’s 85 ton “Amoretta” made regular voyages to the Carolinas in the 1730s.  Hobhouse was 
unquestionably one of the largest Bristol slave traders in the 25 years after 1720.   

He became a member of “The Society of Merchant Venturers” on his 39th birthday and later joined the 
“Royal Africa Company” in 1756.  In addition to his slaving interests he was a partner in a Bristol Copper 
Company (Joseph Percivall& Co) and had shares in a sugar refinery at Redcliffe Bristol.  Isaac died at his 
home in Queens Square Bristol 20/2/1763 and was buried 24/2/1763 at St Michaels Bristol.  In his will he 
showed that he still remembered Minehead by providing for one guinea to be paid to ten poor men and 
ten poor women who lived in the street adjoining The Quay at Minehead.  He was unmarried 

  



HODGSON,  ROBERT WYLIE 

Lance Corporal 18953, 7th Battalion Somerset Light Infantry.  Died 16/9/1916 aged 22, son of Tom and 
Emily Hodgson of 1 Summerland Avenue, Minehead.  Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial.   

1911 Census, 1 Summerland Avenue, Minehead.  Tom Lewis Hodgson, 41, born Micklethwaite, Bingley, 
Yorkshire, Fresh Poultry and Game Dealer.  Emily Hodgson (nee Cole) 42, born Budleigh Salterton, married 
fourth quarter 1890, registered Williton.   Sydney Hodgson, 19, born Minehead, Assisting in the business.  
Robert Wylie Hodgson, 17, born Minehead, Assisting in the business.  John Hodgson, 12, born Minehead.  
Ellen Jane, 2, born Minehead. 

Robert Wylie was baptised 4.1.1895. 

Tom Lewis Hodgson of 11 Staunton Road, Alcombe, Minehead died 17/2/1955. 

The 7th Battalion SLI were attached to the Guards Division and moved up through Ginchy at midnight to 
the line facing Les Boeufs.  When the Battalion attacked at 9.35 a.m. 16/9/1916 it was under the command 
of a 2nd Lieutenant as all other Officers being casualties.  150 yards of German Line was captured with 
bomb and bayonets and many acts of bravery recorded.  Relieved and to Talus Boise.  The attack cost the 
Battalion 175 men killed or wounded which was a vast proportion of its strength considering the casualties 
it had sustained at Guillemont.   

The Battalion had captured the trench and held it long enough to dig a new position 80 yards behind it 
and it was able to hold this until relieved.   

 

  



HOLDSWORTH,  VAVASOUR MERVYN  

2nd Lieutenant 22nd Battalion, London Regiment (The Queen’s).  Killed in action 20/12/1915.  Aged 36 son 
of Henry Mervyn and Rose Frances Holdsworth,  husband of Violet Holdsworth of “Lower Cleeve” 
Minehead.  Commemorated Vermelles British Cemetery.   

Memorial in St Michael’s Church: “To the Glory of God and in thankful remembrance of my husband 
Vavasour Mervyn Holdsworth 2nd Lieutenant 22nd London Regiment (The Queen’s) killed in action on 
December 20 1915 near Vermelles, France while trying to succour another.  Aged 36 years.  I have fought 
the good fight.  I have finished my course.  I have kept faith, henceforth.” 

1911 Census 64 Lambton Road, West Wimbledon, SW. Alma Victoria Street, 68 Widow.  Edith Louisa 
Harriet Street, Daughter, 29, single, Solictor’s Clerk.  Vavasour M Holdsworth, visitor, 31, Solicitor’s 
Articled Clerk, born St Helier, Jersey.   

He served his Articles with Mr J D Arthur of 171 Queen Victoria St, EC, and was admitted in October 1914.   

A report from “The Times” 29/6/1906.  Holdsworth v Attorney General – Holdsworth (Cited).  This was a 
petition under Section 1 of the Legitimacy Declaration Act 1858 of Vavasour N Holdsworth of Audley, 
Princes Road, Weybridge for a decree declaring him to be the legitimate son of Henry Mervyn Holdsworth 
and Rosa Frances Holdsworth nee Taylor, his lawful wife.   

On 4/9/1879 Henry M Holdsworth married Rosa Frances Taylor at the Parish Church of West Molesey.  
The Petitioner was born at St. Helier, Jersey, 21/11/1879.  At age 3 months he was put in the charge of  
Miss Norfolk until he was 5 years, then removed to a Mrs McGovern at Camberwell till he was 8.  He was 
brought up to believe his name was Charles Hope Vavasour, that he was born in India, and that both 
parents were dead.  When 8 he was taken by his father, who he believed was his uncle, to Beaumont 
School and placed under the care of Mr William Henry Eady.  There he remained until 1897 when he was 
17. 

Meanwhile, on 7/4/1881 another child Violet had been born to his parents and on 8/2/1893 his mother 
died.  After 1897 his father ceased to pay for his education but prior to that date he frequently saw his 
father and wrote to him. 

On 21/11/1900 he came of age and on 9/7/1904 wrote to his father: “Dear Sir, I have always called you 
Uncle.  I have two certificates: Marriage Solemnisation at West Molesly 4/9/1879 and the other is a birth 
at 64 Esplanade, St Helier, Jersey, 21/11/1879.  It is clear I am lawfully born and entitled to all the privileges 
of legitimacy.”His father replied: “You are correct from a legal point of view but unfortunately only in that 
sense which is why I have not admitted any liability”.  

A correspondence ensued between The Petitioner’s Solicitor and Mr Henry M Holdsworth, and on 
4/7/1904 the latter wrote: “There is no necessity for him to take any action in court for his legitimacy will 
not be denied though for the reasons I gave him my relations will not take any notice of him being as well 
aware of the circumstances as I am.  There were events subsequent as well as prior to his birth of a very 
painful nature and no good object would be attained by giving publicity to them but only a great deal of 
unnecessary distress to many innocent persons”. 

There would be a Declaration of the Legitimacy of the Petitioner in the terms Prayed for.   

On 15/10/1914 V M Holdsworth, 34, Solicitor of Minehead, married Violet Emily Cossins, 31 of Minehead.  
She was the daughter of Richard Brown Cossins and Elisa Legge and was born 9/11/1882 at Marsala, 
Palermo, Sicily.  Marsala is a Province of Trapani in the Western most part of Sicily, famous for its wine.  



Aged 18 she was an Art Student living at “The Limes”, 18 The Avenue, Minehead.  Later in 1911 she was 
at The Parks, Minehead in a house called Lower Cleeve living with her Aunt, Maria Legge.   

Vavasour disembarked 11/7/1915 and joined his unit 20/7/1915.  The War Diary has the following: In the 
Vermelles area.  HQ Gordon Alley. “December 20th, 6.30 a.m. Lieutenant Holdsworth killed.  He went out 
to get papers off a dead man and got shot in the neck before getting back into the trench”.   

Violet Holdsworth on 23/4/1919 submitted an application for her husband’s medals.  Her address was 
Lower Cleeve, Minehead, and also care of Miss Devas, Leighton House, The Parks, Minehead (see entry 
on Arthur Edward Devas).   

 

  



HOOPER,  JOHN HENRY JAMES 

Private 27240 1st Battalion Grenadier Guards, died 31/7/1917 aged 27, son of James Hooper of Elms 
Parade, Taunton, and husband of Savina Olive of 5 Laburnum Street, Priory, Taunton.  Buried Duhallow 
(Advanced Dressing Station) Cemetery.  This Cemetery began to be used in July 1917 on the day of the 
Battle of Pilckem Ridge.   

1911 Census 7 Selbourne Place, Minehead.  James Hooper, 23, Waiter, born Taunton.  Savina Hooper, 21, 
(married less than a year) born Taunton, Audrey Jones, 2, niece, born Taunton.   

On 6/10/1910 Parish Church of St James Taunton, John Henry James Hooper, 23, Waiter at Plymouth 
House Hotel, Minehead, married Savina Olive Cross, 21, of 40 Laburnum Street.  The banns of marriage 
were read in St Michael’s Minehead September 4, 11, 18, 1910.   

28/7/1917 at Forest Camp ready to take its place in the line for the attack on the 31st.  Part of 3rd Guards 
Brigade (1st Welsh, 1st Grenadier, 2nd Scots, 4th Grenadier) to attack in front of  Boesinghe across the Yser 
Canal.  First objective Cariboo Trench; Wood 15 Trench; Wood 15.   

1st Battalion Grenadier Guards and 1st Battalion Welsh Guards started the attack from Baboon Reserve 
Trench some 500 yards on the far side of the canal.  Attacked behind a creeping barrage and had no 
difficulty in reaching the first objective.  

The second objective, 600 yards further on, ran parallel to the Pilckem Road.  This reached but casualties 
heavier.  Casualties were 31 men killed, 88 wounded. 

 

  



HOPKINS ,ALBERT 

Private 32234 1st/5th Battalion Somerset Light Infantry.  Died 23/11/1917.  Son of James and Mary Jane 
Hopkins, 3 Church Street, Minehead.  Commemorated Jerusalem War Cemetery.   

1901 Census 3 Church Street, Minehead.  James Hopkins, 43, born Williton, Mason’s Labourer.  Mary Jane, 
40, born Timberscombe.  Albert, 8, born Minehead.  Lily, 5, born Minehead.   

Albert was baptised 2/12/1892 and his birth registered fourth quarter 1892. 

1911 Census, 3 Church Street, Minehead.  James Hopkins, 55, General Labourer, born Minehead.  Mary 
Jane, 50, born Timberscombe. Albert, 18, Gardener.  Lily 15, Domestic Servant.  Walter, 14, Errand Boy, 
Alice, 3.   

For details of action died see Richard Hensley.   

HOPKINS,  WALTER 

Brother of Albert.  Private 13460 10th Devonshire Regiment.  Died aged 20, 11/2/1917.  Commemorated 
Doiran Military Cemetery, Greece.  For details of the action during which he died see Fred Burnett.   

 

  



HOSEGOOD, SYDNEY JOHN 

Private 20258, 7th Battalion Somerset Light Infantry, died 16/9/1916.  Formerly 1836 Mounted Military 
Police.  Commemorated Thiepval Memorial.   

1901 Census, Bampton Street, Minehead.  John Hosegood, 46, Tanner’s Labourer, born Bampton.  Sarah 
Hosegood, 38, born Minehead, Laundress.  William, 13, born Wootton Courtenay, Errand Boy.  Sidney, 6, 
born Minehead (baptised 22/6/1894, Minehead). 

John Hosegood married Sarah Dyer, 14/4/1887 Luccombe.   

1911 Census 11 Bampton Street, Minehead.  Albert Woodward, 40, born Nether Stowey, House Painter.  
Sarah Woodward, 48, born Minehead.  Sidney John Hosegood, 17, stepson, Butcher’s Apprentice.   

For details of attack when life lost see R W Hodgson. 

HOSEGOOD  WILLIAM  ROBERT 

Brother of Sydney John.  Corporal 4886 2nd/4th Somerset Light Infantry, died 18/7/1917 and 
commemorated Karachi War Memorial.  Husband of Ann Hosegood of Hindon, Somerset.   

1911 Census 64 Bampton Street, Minehead.  William Hosegood, Stone Mason, 23, born Wootton 
Courtenay.  Ann Hosegood, 24, born Clatworthy.  Infant son Hosegood, 0, born Minehead.   

William R Hosegood married Ann Gibbs registered fourth quarter 1910, Williton. 

He was buried on 18/7/1917, North Cemetery Lahore Cantonment, aged 28.  Died of Enteritis.   

2nd/4th Somerset Light Infantry arrived India 23/1/1915.   

15/8/1915 to Andaman Islands.  

January 1916 returned to India.   

25/9/1917 landed Suez.  

1891 Census Luccombe – Gilhams.  John Hosegood 35, Agricultural Labourer, born Oakford, Devon.  Sarah 
Hosegood, 28, born Minehead.  William Robert Hosegood, 3, born Wootton Courtenay. 

 

  



HUNT,  CLEMENT WILLIAM 

Mercantile Marine.  Crew of “Chrysolite”, aged 16.  Lost at sea 6/8/1918.  See J W Redd for details.   

Baptised 23/10/1901 in Minehead. Father James, Mother Mary Louisa.  Father’s trade Hawker.  Birth 
registered fourth quarter 1901. 

1911 Census.  15 Quay Street, Minehead.  James Hunt, 41, born Minehead, Oil Man.  Mary Louisa, 36, 
married 13 years.  Walter James, 12 born Minehead.  Clement William, 9, born Minehead.   

 

  



IRWIN, HILDA  MARY  “MOLLY”  

John Thomas Irwin, “Bonshaw” Pemswell Road, Minehead, aged 44, Chemical Engineer enlisted Royal 
Engineers Chatham, 6/7/1915.  Medically examined Minehead 3/7/1915.  Next of kin: Eliza Rose Irwin; 
married Eliza Pollard Hardshaw, East Eccles, 15/5/1889.  Children: only 1 listed, Raymond, born 14/3/1902 
born Huddersfield.  Served from 16/7/1915 to 11/2/1916 (221 days) in France.  Then discharged as 
“Services no Longer Required” and also medically unfit.   

Other children: Cuthbert, 11/2/1890 to 24/12/1971; Wilfrid, (often seen as Wilfred) 1891 to 1949.   

In the Absentee Voters List for Bridgwater 1918 Captain Cuthbert Irwin, 7th Cheshire Regiment and Wilfrid 
Irwin, Sgt 3/7356, 6th SLI are listed at “Bonshaw”, Minehead.   

Kelly’s Directory 1919 shows John Irwin at Bonshaw, Pemswell Road; Kelly’s 1927 shows John Irwin at 
Bonshaw, Woodcombe Brake. 

John Thomas Irwin of Thaneville, Maryport, Cumberland, died 11/9/1936, Probate to Cuthbert Irwin, 
Chemical Engineer.   

1901 Census: 6 Heaton Road, Huddersfield.  John Irwin, 38, Manufacturer of Chemicals, born Manchester; 
Eliza Irwin, 34, born Reigate, Surrey. Wilfred Irwin, 9, born Holmfirth; Christine Irwin, 8, born Holmfirth, 
Hillday Mary Irwin, 4, born Holmfirth. 

Hilda Mary born 15/11/1897 at The Heys, Thongsbridge, Holmfirth (publicly registered at New Mill) 
baptised 13/11/1898 abode Heaton Road, Father, a Manufacturer, Chemist.   

1911 Cledford, Middlewich, John Thomas Irwin, 48, Manager of Limited Company, Chemical 
Manufacturer, born Manchester.  Eliza Irwin, 44, married 22 years, born Reigate, Surrey.  Cuthbert Irwin, 
21, single Analytical Chemist, born Oswaldtwistle; Christine Irwin, 18 single, born Holmfirth; Hilda Mary 
Irwin, 14, School, born New Mill, Yorkshire.  (Hilda Mary Irwin married Frank Morris 3rd Quarter 1922 
Williton.  4 

1939 Register: “Attwoods”, Nantwych Road, Middlewich, Frank Morris, born 9/3/1893, Nursery 
Man/Seedsman, Hilda M Morris, born 15/2/1897.  1939 Register: 30 The Parks, Minehead.  Wilfrid Irwin 
born 11/9/1891, Market Gardener, Winifred Irwin born 29/7/1906.Wilfrid Irwin married Winifred Salman 
2nd Quarter 1931 Williton   

Wilfrid Irwin of 30 The Parks died 10/10/1949.   

1939 Register: Thanville, Cockermouth, Cuthbert Irwin born 11/2/1890 Chemical Engineer and Managing 
Director.  Ruth A W Irwin born 27/8/1890; John R Irwin, 26/3/1920. Salesman and Clerk in Chemical 
Company. 

Hilda Mary Morris of Brookfield Cottage, Middlewich, Cheshire, died 7/12/1984. 

Transcription of VAD card: “Address Bonshaw, Pemswell Lane, Minehead.  Service from December 1914 
to 31/5/1919 at Minehead Hospital.  G D Nurse paid £20 a year at termination.  Nursing, dressings, ward 
work.  Part time 3000 hours.  Owing to her father doing special work at the Front, this member’s family 
had to go to London for 2 years.  She returned to work as soon as she could after replacing a man in a 
London Bank for the 2 years.  On her return she asked for help in the way of a salary and was granted £20 
per annum.  Served December 1914  to November 1915 and then from January 1918 to May 1919.  She 
was the only available daughter at home and had to nurse her mother.   



JACKSON CLIFFORD RAYMOND 

Pilot Officer (Pilot), 134313, died 3/3/1943. 153 Squadron RAFVR. Son of Frank and Ada Jackson of 
Alcombe, Minehead. El Alia Cemetery Algeria.  
 
December 1942, 16 Beaufighters flew to Algeria via Gibralter to provide night cover for Allied Bases in 
North Africa and to fly convoy protection patrols. They operated from bases on the Algerian Coast (Maison 
Blanche, Bone).  
 
Beaufighter VI EL176 of 153 Squadron. Crew: Pilot Officer, Donald Wallace Bryant aged 21, and Pilot 
Officer Clifford Raymond Jackson, 26.  
 
Clifford Raymond Jackson of 109 Beech Road, Manchester, died 3/3/1943 on War Service, administration 
to Frank Jackson, Sub Post Master. 
 
1939 Register. 109 Beech Road, Manchester, Frank Jackson born 1/6/1885 Sub Post Master. Ada Jackson, 
born 17/10/1885. Clifford R Jackson, born 5/7/1916, Clerk.  
  



 
JENNINGS C,LIFFORD ROBERT 
Born 7/8/1909, baptised 15/9/1909. Son of Albert James and Emma Lena (died 1935) of Minehead. 
Father’s occupation Ice Cream Vendor. 
 
Albert James Jennings, 28, Coachman married Emma Lena Greedy, 24, on 30/4/1906 at Bathealton. 
 
1939 Register. 5 Duke Street, Sutton and Cheam, Surrey. Clifford R Jennings born 7/8/1909 Baker’s 
Salesman, Francis Jennings, born 22/10/1922, Baker’s Salesman. Martin Jennings, born 5/2/1935, Jane 
Elizabeth Jennings (O’Connor) born 28/11/1906.  
 
Albert James Jennings in 1911 lived 62 Bampton Street, Minehead on his own as wife and children were 
visiting Bathealton on Census Day.  
 
1911 Census Jansen’s Cottage, Bathealton, Wiveliscombe. Irene Jennings. 5, Florrie 3, Clifford, 2. Wilfred, 
1 month. Lorna (sic), 29 daughter of James and Eliza Greedy. 
 
1939 Register. 62 Bampton Street, Minehead. Albert J Jennings, born 23/9/1887, Market 
Gardener/Licenced Hawker. Wilfred J Jennings, born 13/2/1911, Market Gardener/Roundsman. Maurice 
Jennings, born 11/8/1917, Market Gardener. 
 
Clifford R Jennings married Jane E Greig 3rd Quarter 1934, registered Surrey.  
 
Gunner Clifford Robert Jennings 1110545 died 5/4/1943 aged 34, 11 Field Regiment Royal Artillery. Son 
of Robert (sic) James Jennings and Emma Lena Jennings; husband of Jane Elizabeth of Sutton, Surrey. 
Commemorated Sfax War Cemetery, Tunisia. Inscription on gravestone reads “Dear Cliff, ever 
remembered by his wife Jenny and son Martin RIP”. 
 
Royal Artillery records show the following:- 1110545 Gunner Jennings Clifford Robert aged 33 died 
5/4/1943, Southern Tunisia, Royal Artillery (11th Field) killed in action. Place of birth: St Andrew’s 
Minehead. Domicile: Sutton, Surrey. Attested: 1940.  
 
  



JEWELL MARCUS EDWARD 
Seama,n, LT/JX202285 died 24/7/1940 aged 29. HM Trawler Kingston Galena, Royal Naval Patrol Service. 
Son of Edward and Laura Jewell of Minehead; husband of Vera Jewell.  
 
1939 Register: “Channel View”, Quay West. Marcus Jewell born 12/2/1912, General Labourer. Vera Jewell 
born 21/9/1909. 
 
Marcus E J S Jewell married Vera Powe, 3rd Quarter 1936, registered Williton.  
 
A contemporary press cutting reads “German Bombers sink anti sub Trawler Galena off Dover, 16 dead.” 
 
1911 Census “Seaview” Quay West. Edwin Benjamin Jewell, 27, Royal Navy Torpedo Boat (1900-1921), 
born Devonport. Laura Jewell (Heard), 22, born Bampton. Eleven in the household including Thomas 
Heard, Head. 
 
Kingston Galena (FY145) launched 15/2/1934, taken over by the Admiralty, August 1939; one four inch 
gun.  
 
Commemorated Lowestoft Naval Memorial.  
  



JURY,  FREDERICK   

Died 13/1/1919, aged 38, Somerset Light Infantry.  Transferred to 593 Agricultural Company, Labour 
Corps.  Son of Mrs Lucy Jury of Market House Lane, Minehead.   

6775 Jury F, enlisted in Somerset Light Infantry on 9/3/1903, for three years with the colours and nine on 
reserve.  Aged 18 years, 5 months.  Next of kin, father, William, mother, Lucy and sisters, Annie, Alice and 
Emily, of 14 Holloway Street, Minehead.   

17/3/1905 transferred to Army Reserve with his consent, before expiration of Army Service.  In 1905, his 
intended residence was Church Farm, Higher Town, Minehead.   

Details of Military Service: 

Home 9/3/1903 to 18/9/1914, 11 years 194 days. 

BEF France, 19/9/1914 to 6/5/1915, 230 days. 

Home, 7/5/1915 to 8/3/1916. 

Frederick Jury, 6775 was discharged 8/3/1916 at Crown Hill, aged 31 years, 5 months, due to shell wound 
to the calf and a gun shot wound to the right leg.  His address was 2 Holloway Street.  He re enlisted for 
the Labour Corps 14/7/1916.  He was a Labourer, Single, and his next of kin was his sister, Alice Jury, 2 
Holloway Street.  He died at Yeovil 13/1/1919 from Epilepsy.   

1901 Census, Holloway Street, Minehead.  William Jury, 43, born Minehead, Carter on Farm.  Lucy Jury, 
41, born Withycombe.  Fred Jury, 19, born Minehead, Mason’s Labourer.  Elizabeth A Jury, 15, born 
Minehead.  Alice Jury, 13, born Minehead.  Emily Jury, 10, born Minehead.   

1911 Census, 18 Holloway Street.  Lucy Jury, 51, Charwoman.  Alice Jury, 23, Domestic Servant.   

  



KEMP,  ERNEST AUBR(E)Y 

Died 28/3/1919, aged 31, Sergeant 12531, 1st Battalion, Grenadier Guards.  Son of John Kemp of Gt. 
Yarmouth and husband of Louisa Snell (formerly Kemp) of 6 Summerland Avenue, Minehead.   

He was baptised at Twigworth, St Michael’s Church, Gloucestershire.  8/8/1914 Ernest Aubrey Kemp aged 
26, married Louisa Chapman, aged 24, at St James Piccadilly.  He was a Police Constable with the City 
Police at Chelsea Barracks.   

Sergeant 12531 Ernest Kemp was discharged 7/2/1919 (his wife’s address was Mrs Kemp, 5, Chichester 
Buildings, Tower Bridge Road, London).  He was declared physically unfit, had general paralysis, and an 
Asylum was recommended.   

Details of Army Service: 

Home, 2/1/1906 to 11/8/1914.  8 years, 222 days. 

BEF, 12/8/1914 to 28/9/1916, 2 years 48 days. 

Home, 29/9/1916 to 28/5/1917,  242 days. 

BEF, 29/5/1917 to 14/2/1918, 262 days. 

Home, 15/2/1918 to 7/2/1919, 358 days. 

Total Service, 13 years, 37 days.   

He enlisted 1/1/1906 at Great Yarmouth, aged 18 years 2 months, in the Grenadier Guards, and his 
occupation was that of a Maltster.  From 29/9/1916 to 13/10/1916 he was recovering from a shrapnel 
wound to the back and scalp.  He had been wounded on 28/9/1916 at Les Boeufs.  Between 15/2/1918 
to 24/4/1918 he was suffering from the effects of Gas Shell Poisoning.   

There was one child of the marriage, Frederick Ernest, born 24/3/1916 at Bermondsey.   

Louisa Snell is listed on the 1939 Register at 5 Bampton Street, Minehead, born 17/1/1890, a Proprietress 
of a Private Hotel.  Also listed is Henry J Snell, (born 28/1/1892) Proprietor of Private Hotel.  

Henry James Snell married Louisa Kemp second quarter 1920, registered at Williton.  She died third 
quarter 1960, aged 70.   

 

  



KING , EDGAR HENRY 

Private 11129 9th (Service) Battalion Devonshire Regiment.  Died 1/7/1916.  Son of Mrs M J Winsborough 
of 17 Summerland Avenue, Minehead.  Commemorated in the Devonshire Cemetery, Mametz.   

1901 Census Bishops Hull Shutewater.  Mary King, Widow, 37, Charwoman.  Ethel daughter, 11.  Eva, 
daughter, 11.  Alfred, son, 6.  Edgar, son, 5.  Edgar was baptised, 2/2/1896 at Bishops Hull.  Father Thomas 
Emmanuel, Carpenter.  Mother Mary Jane.  His birth was registered first quarter 1896 Taunton.   

1911 Census, 5 Hamwood Cottages, Bishops Hull.  Mary Elizabeth Priscott, 52, Widow.  Mary Elizabeth 
Priscott, 20, Daughter.  Edgar Henry King, 15, Errand Boy.   

1911 Census Cambria House, Minehead (Head Lodovick Bligh - see entry for Jack Bligh).  Mary Jane King, 
47, Widow, Cook born Millbrook, Cornwall.   

Mary J King married John Winsborough first quarter 1912.   

1911 Census 17 Summerland Avenue, Minehead.  John Winsborough, 59, Widower, born Minehead, 
Domestic Gardener.  Frank Winsborough, 28, born Minehead, Sanitary and Electrical Engineer.  Beatrice 
Winsborough, 28, single.   

John Winsborough of 17 Summerland Avenue, Minehead, died 1.8.1915.   

Thomas Emmanuel King, Widower, married Mary Jane Knight 5/10/1886.  He was 40 and a Carpenter; she 
was 23 .  He died April 1896.   

9th (Service) Battalion Devonshire Regiment, 20th Brigade, 7th Division.  Attack on Mametz 1/7/1916.  
When the 9th attacked through ManselCopse a machine gun hidden in a shrine at Mametz Cemetery, 
accounted for many of the Battalion’s losses.  Casualties were 464.  There were 17 Officer casualties (10 
killed), and 141 Other Ranks were killed and 267 wounded.  A total of 464 out of the 775 who had 
assembled eleven hours before.   

Captain Duncan Martin of the 9thDevons had predicted that the moment the Devons left the Front Line 
Trench and emerged almost in single file around the perimeter of ManselCopse and advanced North down 
a slope and across the open Valle Saint –Martin towards Mametz they would be exposed to machine gun 
fire from “Shrine Alley” a German Reserve Trench dug in front of a Civilian Cemetery on the outskirts of 
the village about 600 yards away and directly in front of ManselCopse.   

Assembly trenches were reserved trench about 400 yards from the enemy trenches, Duke Street, Lord 
Street, and Bold Street.   

  



KILLE family 

Clement Kille was the son of Joseph and Sarah Kille of East Meon, Hampshire.  His birth was registered at 
Petersfield 3rd Quarter 1845.  Father Joseph was a Bricklayer. In 1861 living at 17 Alley Street, East Meon 
aged 15 he is described as a pupil teacher.  By 1871 he is working as a Schoolmaster at Abbot’s School, 
Guildford.   

On 14/4/1873 at St Marys Parish Church, Guildford he married Ellen Sarah Lawrence Schoolmistress of 
Albury.  Ellen Sarah Kille, Washford, buried 9/5/1878 aged 29 Parish of Old Cleeve.  

1881 Census: Washford Village.  Clement Kille, 35, Widower, National Schoolmaster.  Mary A Kille, 49, 
sister, Housekeeper.  Dorcas Kille, 12, Niece, Boarder.  Amy Cox, 19, Boarder, Pupil Teacher, born Catcott, 
Somerset. 

15/8/1882:  Parish of Street, Clement Kille, 37 Widower, Schoolmaster of Old Cleeve, married Amy Cox, 
20, Spinster of Street, (Father William Spurring Cox).   

1891 Census: Washford.  Clement Kille, 45, Certified Teacher.  Amy Kille 29, Schoolmistress.  Ernest Kille, 
6.  Alan Kille, 2.  Eunice Brittin, Sister, Widow, 50.  Clement Brittin, Nephew, 9.   

1901 Census: 1 Blenheim Terrace, Minehead.  Clement Kille, 55, Newspaper Reporter.  Amy Kille, 39.  
Clement Ernest Kille, 16, Grocer’s Apprentice, born Washford.  Herbert William Kille, 14, born Washford 
(5/12/1886, died 22/12/1962.  Married Evelyn G Foy). 

Alan EdwyKille, 12, born Washford (born 29/10/1888, died 3rd Quarter 1976). Margaret Ellen Kille, 9, born 
Washford (10/4/1891 died 2/7/1977).  

Children of Clement Kille and Amy Kille (nee Cox): 

1)  Clement Ernest Kille, born 21/2/1885, died 28/7/1949. 
2) Herbert William Kille, born 5/12/1886, died 22/12/1962. 
3) Alan EdwyKille, born 29/10/1888, died 3rd Quarter 1976. 
4) Margaret Ellen Kille, born 10/5/1891, died 2/7/1977. 
5) Lawrence Edward Kille, born 11/8/1892, died 25/10/1982. 
6) Walter Brian Kille, born 13/9/1893, died 18/12/1961. 

1901 Census: 18a Orchard Road, Street.  William S Cox, 71, Army Pensioner, born Burtle.  Martha Cox, 62, 
born Burtle.  Betsy Acreman, 83, sister in law, born Burtle.  Brian W Kille, grandson, 7, born Williton.  
Lawrence Kille, grandson, 8, born Williton.  

1911 Census: “Avalon” Minehead. (21 rooms).  Clement Kille, 65, Newspaper Journalist, born East Meon.  
Amy Kille, 49, married 28 years, 6 children, Boarding house Keeper born Catcott.  Plus 1 servant and 4 
Boarders. 

Clement Kille gave up the Headship of Old Cleeve School to join WSFP as a journalist; he was Secretary of 
the Minehead Improvement Publicity Association.  He was a keen photographer.  “Notes By The Way” 
were instigated by Clement Kille in 1881.  Clement Kille of “Avalon”, Blenheim Road, Minehead, died 
23/5/1920.  

CLEMENT ERNEST  KILLE 

1911 Census:  Bath House, Friday Street, Minehead.  Martha Cox, 72, Widow, Housekeeper, born Catcott.  
Clement Ernest Kille, 26, grandson, house furnisher, born Washford.  Alan EdwyKille, 22, Cabinet Maker 



and Furnisher, born Washford.  Margaret Ellen Kille, 19, Mother’s help, born Washford.  Lawrence Edward 
Kille, 18, Shopkeeper, born Williton.  Brian Walter Kille, 17, Ironmongery Apprentice, born Williton.   

Clement E Kille married Atha Nellie Gracie 4th Quarter 1919, registered Bridge End, Glamorgan.   

1939 Register:  9 The Avenue, Minehead.  Clement E Kille, born 21/21885, Shop Manager; Stationer, Fancy 
Goods, Toys etc.  Atha N Kille, born 2/5/1891 Shopkeeper, Lodginghouse Keeper.   

Clement E Kille of 9 The Avenue, Minehead, died 28/7/1949. 

He was a Photographer. 

Photograph “Tourists” September 1925 taken with Butcher Reflex Camera by Mr Clement E Kille of Bath 
House, Minehead. 

Somerset Year Book 1926 “The Well of St Pancras” with photos by the Author (C E Kille page 81).  Refer 
to the following on the internet “A History of St Pancras Chapel and the Cistercian Monks of Old Cleeve 
Abbey”.   

Windsor Magazine : An illustrated monthly for men and women 1927 “Eventide” by Clement E Kille. 

Illustrated London News 3/9/1927 “West Somerset Polo”  Photo by C E Kille. 

British Journal of Photography 1929 “Minehead: a reissue of the Official Guide to Minehead published by 
the local publicity association and obtainable from Messrs. Cox Sons & Co., Minehead, with an excellent 
illustrated description of the amenities of this Somerset Holiday Resort and of the surrounding country.  
Many photographs by Mr Clement E Kille do much to set forth the attractions of Minehead”.   

Country Life 1931 “In the Old Ways”.  To the Editor of Country Life: “Sir, in your Christmas number you 
had a picture of St Michaels Church, Minehead.  I send you a photo, from the same place, of an old Cider 
Press still in use at Minehead.  It is over a hundred years old and a great grandfather of the present owner 
used it.  The straw “cheese” used of old has now given way to a more modern matting.  Yours Clement E 
Kille”.  

1932 Somerset Year Book:  “Illustrations are remarkably good and well chosen.  To Mr Clement KilleA R P 
S the Editor expresses indebtedness not only for interesting articles but a carte blanche selection from an 
extraordinary number of good photos.” 

1933 Somerset Year Book contained an article by C E Kille on “Pack Horse Bridges of West Somerset”.   

1939 Somerset Year Book: “Oak Apple Day in Somerset” by C E Kille. 

HERBERT  WILLIAM  KILLE 

1911 Census:  1 Tasker Street, Walsall, Staffs.  Herbert William Kille, Boarder, 25, single, Journalist, Sub 
Editor, Publishers of Trade Journal.   

From “Who Was Who Among English and European Authors 1931 – 49”:  Kille Herbert W: Born Washford 
1886, married Evelyn Foy.  Journalist, Member of Archaeological and Records Societies; Member of NUJ.  
Joined WSFP 1905 – 8; Editorial Staff Kirby & Sons, Walsall Trade Paper Publishers, 1908-11; London 
Representative 1911-14; WSFP 1919 onwards.  Contributor Somerset Archaeological Proceedings, 
Somerset Year Book etc.  Specialist Subjects West Country Folk Law, Address “Binnorie” Millbridge Road, 
Minehead. 



Married firstly Ruby Margaret Marley daughter of Samuel Brown Marley, Builder, 3rd Quarter 1922.  She 
died 1927 aged 32.  Married secondly Evelyn Foy, 3rd Quarter 1931. 

During World War 1 he joined The London Mounted Brigade Field Ambulance.  Later when serving with 
the Tank Corps he was taken prisoner. 

Lance Corporal Herbert KIlle 92604, B Co. 5thBtn Tank Corps, was captured at Meteren 16/4/1918.  Seems 
to have been at Stendal and Limburg Prisoner of War Camps.  Home address given as: “Avalon”, 
Minehead.  Repatriated at Hull November 22 1918.   

Taunton Courier 5/1/1957: “Mr H W Kille Retires After 53 Years.  One of the best known journalists in 
Somerset Mr Herbert W Kille of Millbridge Road, Minehead, retired at the weekend after 53 years in the 
profession.  Trained on the WSFP he later gained experience in publications in the Midlands and in London 
before returning after World War 1 to his paper where he has stayed ever since.  For the last 9 years he 
has been Chief Reporter.  A well known antiquary he is the Secretary of the West Somerset Branch of the 
Somerset Archaeological Society and was for many years Secretary of the Minehead Publicity Association 
of the Chamber of Trade.  He has made frequent and valuable contributions to the Notes and Queries 
feature of this newspaper.  He has served on the Committees of the local Branch of the RNLI and the 
Minehead British Legion and in recognition of this work for 26 years in the latter capacity he has been 
made a Vice President of this Branch.  At the recent County Conference he was presented with the 
Legion’s Certificate of Appreciation.  In recognition of his work Mr Kille has also been some years an 
Honorary Member of the Minehead Rotary Club  For many years he was Honourable Secretary of the 
Taunton and West Somerset Branch of the NUJ of which he is a foundation member.”.   

He published “West Country Hobby Horses and Cognate Customs” in the proceedings of the Somerset 
Archaeological and Natural History Society, volume 17, 1931.   

ALAN EDWY  KILLE 

Alan E Kille married Dorothy Perkins 1st Quarter 1921 Registered Williton.   

1939 Census:  7 Blenheim Road, Minehead.  Alan E Kille, 29/10/1888. Hotel Proprietor.  Dorothy Kille 
14/5/1892.  Hotel Proprietress.  James H Kille, 19/2/1924 at school.  

Western Daily Press 5/4/1939: “£1000 damages for boy who lost an eye:  Judge stresses Shopkeepers’ 
duties to public;  accident with toy pistol.”.  “John Hubert Burfitt and Father, William James of Venn’s 
Cottage, Timberscombe sued Messrs A & E Kille of Friday Street in Minehead.  They claimed damages on 
the grounds that Messrs Kille were negligent in selling the pistol and blank cartridges to a boy of 12 with 
whom John Burfitt was playing at the time of the accident (April 1938).  Negligence was denied.  It was 
stated in certain circumstances the pistol could prove fatal. 

Western Daily Press 15/5/1939: “Adjudication under Bankruptcy Act”.  Alan EdwyKille and Clement Ernest 
Kille trading as A & E Kille.  Alan EdwyKille residing at 7 Blenheim Road and Clement E Kille residing at 9 
The Avenue and carrying on business at 8 Friday Street, Furnishers and Fancy Good Dealers.   

15/7/1939 Re A & E Kille in Bankruptcy.  18 and 19 July Sale by Auction of household furniture and effects. 

Western Daily Press 8/5/1939 Creditors Meeting of Minehead Firm – Failure attributed to High Court 
Action. 

1946 A E Kille, Chairman of Minehead UDC. 

1957/8  Alan E Kille at 12 The Parks, Minehead. 



1961-1975 Alan E Kille at 10 Warden Road. 

Alan EdwyKille died 3rd Quarter 1976. 

WALTER  BRIAN  KILLE 

Walter Brian Kille married 30/11/1918 aged 25, Soldier, residence “Avalon”, Minehead (father Clement 
Kille, Schoolmaster) at St Andrews, Willesden, Olive Ferris (father John, Postman). 

1939 Register: 17 Selbourne Place, Walter B Kille born 13/9/1893, Radio and Electrical Engineer, Dealer; 
Olive Kille, born 8/5/1895; Clement A Kille, 8/4/1921, student, Customs and Excise (died 4/11/1993). 

Walter Brian Kille died 18/12/1961 of 17 Selbourne Place, Olive Kille, Widow. 

LAWRENCE EDWARD KILLE 

1901 Census:  18a Orchard Road, Street.  William S Cox, 71, Army Pensioner, born Burtle.  Martha Cox, 62, 
born Burtle.  Betsy Acreman, sister in law, 83 born Burtle.  Brian W Kille, grandson, 7, born Williton.  
Lawrence Kille, grandson, 8, born Williton.   

Lawrence Edward Kille baptised 23/9/1892 St Decumans, father Clement, mother Amy, residence Williton, 
Journalist.  

1939 Register: 7 Blenheim Road, Minehead.  Dorothy Kille born 14/5/1892, Hotel Proprietor.  Alan E Kille, 
born 29/10/1888, Hotel Proprietor.  James H Kille, born, 19/2/1924.  Amy Kille, 24/1/1862, widow, 
Boarding Housekeeper.  Lawrence E Kille, 11/8/1892, single, Clerk, Gas Company.  

Lawrence Edward Kille of Bothwells Hotel, Lisnasken, Enniskillin, County Fermanagh, died 25/10/1982. 



MARGARET  ELLEN  “NELLIE” KILLE 

1911 Census “Avalon” Blenheim Road, Minehead, Clement Kille, 65, Journalist, born East Meon, Hants.  
Amy Kille, 49, Boarding House Keeper married 28 years; Six children born Catcott Somerset. 

1901 Census I Blenheim Terrace, Clement Kille, 55, Newspaper Journalist born East Meon.  Amy Kille, 39 
born Catcott.  Ernest Kille, 16 Grocer’s Apprentice born Washford; Herbert W Kille, 14, born Washford, 
and Alan E Kill, 12, born Washford.  

1911 Census: Bath House, Friday Street, Minehead.  Martha Cox, 72, Widow, Housekeeper born Catcott.  
Clement Ernest Kille, 26, Grandson House Furnisher, born Washford.  Alan EdwyKille, Grandson, 22, 
Cabinet Maker and Furnisher, born Washford;  Margaret Ellen Kille, Granddaughter, 19, Mother’s Help 
born Washford; Lawrence Edward Kille Grandson, 18, Shopkeeper, born Williton; Brian Walter Kille, 17, 
Grandson, apprentice, born Williton.   

1891 Census: Washford.  Clement Kille, 45, School Master, Certificated Teacher, born East Meon, Hants.  
Amy Kille, 29, School Mistress, Certificated Teacher born Catcott.  Ernest Kille, 6; Alan Kille, 2. 

Margaret E Kille married Arthur V S Cornish 3rd Quarter 1920 registered Williton.   

1939 Register: “Pixie Meade” Millbridge Road, Minehead. Arthur V S Cornish, born 25/1/1888 Picture 
Framing Shop Proprietor; Margaret E Cornish born 10/4/1891. 

Arthur Vivyan Sandys Cornish of Pixie  Mead, Millbridge Road, Minehead, died 18/5/1961 at Tone Vale 
Hospital, Norton Fitzwarren.   

Margaret Ellen Cornish of 25 Irnham Road, died 2/7/1977.   

Amy Kille of Avalon, Blenheim Road, died 24/10/1947. Probate to Clement Ernest Kille, Art Dealer, Herbert 
William Kille, Journalist and Alan EdeyKille, Hotel Proprietor.  

Western Daily Press, 15/4/1939: “Alan EdwyKille”, “Adjudication under Bankruptcy Act”.  “Alan EdwyKille 
and Clement Ernest Kille trading as A and E Kille, Alan EdwyKille residing at 7 Blenheim Road, and Clement 
E Kille residing at 9 The Avenue, carrying on business at 8 Friday Street, all Minehead, house furnishers 
and fancy goods dealers.” 

Western Daily Press 5/4/1939 “£1000 damages for boy who lost an eye; judge stresses shop keeper’s 
duties to public”.  “Accident with toy pistol”. “John Hubert Burfitt and Father William James of Venns 
Cottage, Timberscombe sued Messrs A and E Kille of Friday St Minehead.  They claimed damages on the 
grounds that Messrs Kille were negligent in selling the pistol and blank cartridges to a boy of 12 with whom 
John Burfitt was playing at the time of the accident.  Negligence was denied.  It was stated that in certain 
circumstances the pistol could prove fatal.” 

Transcription of VAD card: “address Avalon, Blenheim Terrace, Minehead; service November 1914 to 
October 1918; Orderly, housework, washing up, waiting on staff.  2070 hours.  Being the daughter of a 
Boarding House Keeper she had not been able to give her time regularly the last two years and she had 
taken her brother’s place in the shop.” 

  



KNIGHT,  EDWARD GEORGE JAMES 

Private 204611, 15th Battalion Hampshire Regiment.  Died 20/9/1917 aged 20.  Formerly West Somerset 
Yeomanry.  Son of David and Rosa Louisa Knight of Wydon Farm, Minehead.  Commemorated Tyne Cot 
Memorial.   

Wydon Farm 274.49 acres now owned by the National Trust and part of the Holnicote Estate.  Knights 
have been farming Wydon for several generations.   

E G J Knight baptised 28/4/1897 Holy Nativity, Bedminster, Somerset.  Birth registered second quarter 
1897 Bedminster.   

1901 Census Wydon Farm.  David Knight, 32, Farmer, born Porlock.  Rosa Knight, 34, born Minehead.  
Edward Knight, 4, born Totterdown, Gloucestershire.  David Knight, 2, born Minehead.  Percy Knight, 1, 
born Minehead. 

1911 Census, Wydon Farm.  David Knight, 42, Rosa, 45 born Bratton, Minehead.  Edward, 14, born 
Totterdown, at School.  David John, 12, Percy, 11.  Gladys, 9.  Louie, daughter, 8. Thomas, 5, all born at 
Wydon.   

Edward attended Wellington School 1911 to April 1912.   

Died Battle of Menin Road Ridge, Ypres, 20/9/1917.  15th (2nd Portsmouth) Battalion Hampshire Regiment, 
122 Brigade, 41st Division.   

Attack began at 5.40 a.m. on 20/9/1917 and were held up on block-houses on a feature known as Java 
Avenue where they had heavy casualties; then through the swampy Basseville Brook to Tower Trench and 
Tower Hamlets – a mass of concrete dug outs and pill boxes.  Casualties were 6 Officers and 83 men killed 
and missing; 7 Officers and 251 men wounded.   

  



LANE , SIDNEY  CHARLES 

Gunner Sidney Charles Lane, 5731021, died 29/9/1942 aged 28, 6/3 Maritime Regiment, Royal Artillery.  
Son of Sidney Thomas Lane; husband of Winifred Brenda Lane of Exmouth.  Chatham Naval Memorial, 
also on Alcombe Memorial.   

Royal Artillery Casualty Records have the following:-  Royal Artillery 6/3 Regiment, Maritime AA, 5731021 
Gunner Lane Sidney Charles aged 28 died 29/9/1942.  Died at Sea aboard SS Baron Ogilvy, killed by enemy 
action.  Born Babbacombe, Torquay.  Place of Domicile, Minehead.   

Born 25/6/1914, baptised 8/8/1915.  Birth registered 3rd Quarter 1914 Newton Abbot.  Father, Sidney 
Thomas First Petty Officer, Royal Navy.  Mother, Mabel (Maiden surname Terry).  Sidney and Mabel were 
married 3rd Quarter 1908, registered Newton Abbot. 

Baron Ogilvy Steam Merchant 3391 tons, built 1926, sunk by U125 Commanded by Ulrich Folkers.  Crew 
40, 8 died.  Position when sunk: 2 degrees 30 minutes North, 14 degrees 30 minutes West.  The ship left 
Rio De Janiero 18/9/1942 en route for Freetown and the UK with a cargo of iron ore.   

At 1255 on 29/9/1942 the unescorted Baron Ogilvy, Master John Steven, was hit on the Starboard side in 
five and four holds by two torpedoes from U125 South West of Cape Palmas, Liberia.  Explosions blew the 
hatch cover, parts of the cargo and debris high into the air; The main mast fell and severed the aerial 
preventing a distress call.  There was a crew of 33 and 7 gunners; the ship was armed with one four inch 
gun, one twelve pounder, and five machine guns.  There was difficulty in abandoning ship as both lifeboats 
were damaged and both rafts destroyed.  The ship sank after eight minutes with a loss of four crew and 
four gunners.   

The uboat surfaced, took photos, picked up the name board of the vessel and questioned survivors.   

Survivors were picked up on October 5th by Portugese passenger ship Monzinho and landed at Cape Town  

Sidney Charles Lane was a DEMS gunner (Defensively Equipped Merchant Ships). 

He married Winifred B Perry 1st Quarter 1940 registered Devon Central.   

1939 Register: 14 Salisbury Road, Exmouth.  Winifred B Perry, born 16/2/1917 (Lane), Mycock.  Cashier in 
a Grocery Store.   

 

  



LANGDON,JAMES  HENRY   

1871 Census:  High Street, Williton.  William Langdon, 71, Cordwainer, born Nettlecombe.  James Langdon, 
24, Joiner, born St Decumans.  Harriet Langdon, 69, born St Decumans. 

James Henry Langdon baptised 4/10/1846; father William, mother Harriet, residence Williton.  Birth 
registered 3rd Quarter 1846 (mother’s maiden surname Poole) Williton. 

6/11/1872 St Decumans.  James Henry Langdon, 26, Builder, resident of Williton (father William, 
Shoemaker); married Mary Lewis Kent, 21, resident of Williton (father Thomas, Grocer).   

1881 Census: The Parade, Minehead.  James H Langdon, 34, Builder employing 29 men and 6 boys, born 
Williton.  Mary Lewis Langdon, 29, born Williton.  William Henry Langdon, 8, born Williton.  Helena, 6, 
born Williton.  Frederick, 5, born Minehead.  Marian, 3, born Minehead.  Ethel, 1, born Minehead.   

1891 Census:  32, The Avenue, Minehead.  James H Langdon, 44, Builder, born Williton.  Mary L Langdon, 
39.  William H Langdon, 17, born Williton.  Helena Langdon, 16, Scholar, born Williton.  Frederick Langdon, 
15, Scholar, born Minehead.  Marian, 13, Scholar, born Minehead.  Ethel, 11, Scholar, born Minehead.  
Harold, 9, Scholar, born Minehead.  Beatrice, 6, Scholar, born Minehead.  Daisy, 2, born Minehead. 

1901 Census: “Langleigh”, 51 Summerland Avenue, Minehead.  James H Langdon, 53, Coach Proprietor, 
born Williton.  Annie Langdon, 34, born Porlock Weir.  Harold Langdon, 19, born Minehead.  Beatrice 
Langdon, 16, born Minehead.  Gertrude Langdon, 12, born Minehead.  Gladys Langdon, 8, born Minehead.  
Dorothy, 2, born Minehead.  Jessie Lewis son in law, Post Office Clerk, born Porlock Weir. 

Mary Lewis Langdon, 41, buried St Decumans 6/4/1893.   

9/5/1894 James Henry Langdon, 46, widower, builder of Minehead (father William, gentleman); married 
Annie Lewis, 28, spinster of Porlock. (Father Jack Pugsley Lewis, Mariner).   

James Henry Langdon die’s 10/8/1904, 57.  For his funeral “a good many tradesmen of Minehead 
assembled at “Langleigh” for the purpose paying their last respects”.   

James Henry Langdon was the Builder of the Coast Guard Station and was also involved in the restoration 
of St Michaels Church.   

  



LEATHER, GERALD  

Lieutenant Royal Navy HMS Pathfinder.  Killed in action with a submarine off the Firth of Forth 5/9/1914 
aged 25.  Son of Mrs S L Leather of 18 Belvedere Grove, Wimbledon and the late John Henry Leather.  
Commemorated Chatham Naval Memorial.   

Lieutenant Gerald Leather 3rd and Navigating Officer on Pathfinder had completed 10 years service having 
entered in 1904.  Became Sub Lieutenant 15/7/1909 and Lieutenant 15/10/1910 taking five 1sts in exams.  
1911 Served in the Destroyer Rifleman.  February 1912 appointed to Navigation School to qualify.  Served 
as Assistant Navigator on the Battleship Vanguard and as a Navigator on the Destroyer Acacia and then 
to Pathfinder 31/10/1913. 

Pathfinder was a light cruiser of 2940 tons, 25 knots, 9 four inches guns, built 1904.  She was the first ship 
to be sunk by a submarine firing a torpedo, although at the time the Admiralty attempted to hide this fact 
by alleging that the ship hit a mine.  The submarine was U21 Commanded by Otto Hersing.   

Gerald was born 11/8/1889 at Cleckheaton.  His father John Henry was a Mechanical Engineer and his 
mother, Laura, was born in Ireland.  In 1901 Gerald was attending a school in Honiton High Street, Devon, 
aged 11. 

1911 Census “Normansleigh”, Blenheim Road, Minehead.  John Henry Leather, 69, Retired Mechanical 
Engineer, born Leeds.  Laura Leather, 59 born Killeagh, Cork.  Married 24 years  Reginald Leather, 19, Law 
Student, Solicitor’s Articled Clerk, born Cleckheaton, Yorkshire.   

John Henry Leather of “Normansleigh”, Minehead, died 21/1/1912 at The General Hospital, Bristol.  He 
left £46,587.   

Lieutenant Gerald Leather was a cousin of Major General Towlerton Leather of the well known Scottish 
Border family of “The Leathers of Middleton Hall”.   

On 5/9/1914 HMS Pathfinder was returning from patrol off St Abb’s Head on the South East coast of 
Scotland when at 15.43 U21 fired a 19.69 inch type G Torpedo.  At 15.45 Look Outs spotted a Torpedo at 
2000 yards.  Avoiding action attempted but at 15.50 the Torpedo struck beneath The Bridge.  The 
magazine blew up and everything before the first funnel disintegrated.  Within four minutes the ship sank.   

Confusion exists as to survivors, but research indicates 268 on board plus 2 Civilian Canteen Assistants.  
There were 18 known survivors, 4 of which died later from wounds.   

 

  



LEITH, ALEXANDER LEIGH HENRY BURGH (6TH BARON) 

From “Dods Parliamentary Companion 1952 and Dods Peerage 1952”: “Son of 5th Baron born 17/5/1906; 
succeeded his father 1926; educated at Wellington College and RMC Sandhurst (1924-2926); married 
1/6/1934 Elizabeth Rose daughter of Arthur R Vincent, late of Muckross Abbey, Killarney (marriage 
dissolved 1943); married secondly 19/5/1947 Joyce daughter of W Wilson Wilson of Hoylake, Cheshire; 
2nd Lt Black Watch (4/2/1926, resigned 9/9/1928); Peerage in abeyance 1597 to 1916; heir, his son Hon 
Alexander Peter Willoughby Leith, born 20/3/1935; address: The Rt Hon Lord Burgh, The Dene, Alcombe; 
“West Close”, Middlecombe, Minehead.” 

Alexander Henry Leith 27/7/1866 – 19/8/1926 (5th Baron Burgh), elder son of General Robert Disney Leith 
of Glenkindie and Westhaw and his wife Mary Charlotte Julia only daughter of Sir Henry Percy Gordon, Bt, 
of Northcourt and Lady Mary his wife, daughter of the Earl of Ashburnham.  Succeeded to the estates on 
his father’s death in 1892.   

For five generations his family on his mother’s side owned North Court on the Isle of Wight.   

Lord Burgh was twice married:  

1) Mildred Catherine eldest daughter of General Stuart Nicholson, who died 6/4/1894. 
2) Phyllis daughter of Colonel Mark Goldie Royal Engineers (15/10/1902). 

Children: 

1st Marriage: Mildred Katherine Leith (22/3/1894-16/12/1980) 

2nd Marriage:  1) Alexander Leigh Henry Leith (15/5/1906-26/5/1959) 2) Eveleigh Julia Leith (3/1/1904-
1/1/1983). 3) John Disney Leith (17/8/1909 – 15/12/1968). 

1911 Census: North Court, Newport, Isle of Wight (37 rooms) .  Alexander Henry Leith, 44, Lt Col. 3rd 
Gordon Highlanders, Landowner, born St Machra, Aberdeen.  Phyllis Leith 28.  Eveleigh Julia Leith, 7, born 
Aberdeen.  Alexander Leigh Henry Leith, 4, born Aberdeen.  John Disney Leith, 1, born Aberdeen.   

Aberdeen Press & Journal 14/5/1927: “Lord Burgh’s Coming of Age: In India with Black Watch”. “Lord 
Burgh – Alexander Leigh Henry Leith – attains his majority tomorrow, having been born on 15/5/1906.  He 
succeeded to the title upon the death of his father, Lord Burgh of Glenkindie on August 19th last year, and 
became heir to the estate of Colquoich in the parish of Towie, Aberdeenshire and of property at North 
Court Isle of Wight.   

Lord Burgh who is a Lieutenant in the First Battalion Black Watch has been in India with his Regiment for 
about a year and is meantime stationed at Multam. 

The younger brother of Lord Burgh, the Hon John Disney Leith, who is 18, is in business in London.  He will 
ultimately succeed to the estate of Glenkindie.  Lord Burgh’s mother is at present residing in Surrey.” 

Daily Mirror 11/8/1933: “Hat Designing Peer To Wed: Lord Burgh engaged to Senator Vincent’s daughter”.  
“Lord Burgh, the 27 year old peer, of the House of Culcuoich (Aberdeen) and North Court (Isle of Wight) 
announced his engagement yesterday to Miss Elizabeth Rose Bourn Vincent, only daughter of Senator 
Arthur Vincent and the granddaughter of Mr W B Bourn of San Mateo California.  Lord Burgh who 
succeeded to the Barony 7 years ago was formerly a Lieutenant in the Black Watch.  Some years ago he 
opened a hat shop for women in Mayfair, designing all the hats himself. 

Senator Arthur Vincent famous for his hospitality in Ireland, at the end of last year, presented to the Irish 
State the Muckross Estate, some 10000 acres to be used as a National Park.  The Estate contains most of 



the famous Killarney Lakes and mountains and was formerly the seat of the Herbert family.  It was settled 
on the Senator by Mr W B Bourn on his marriage.” 

Daily Mirror 7/6/1934: “Lord Burgh who is 28 is a Scottish Peer and lives at North Court Isle of Wight.  His 
wife is the daughter of Senator Arthur Vincent formerly of Muckross Killarney.  Their engagement was 
announced last August but was broken off in September by mutual consent.  They became engaged a 
second time in April.  The marriage took place at St Saviours, Walton Street SW, yesterday.” 

Arthur Rose Vincent, Barrister at Law and second son of Colonel A H Vincent of Summerhill House County 
Clare and 35 Portland Square, married Maud only child of Mr W B Bourn of San Francisco and Burlingame 
California, 30/3/1910, St Matthews Episcopalian Church San Mateo California. 

18/8/1911 Mr William Bowers Bourn of San Francisco has purchased from Lord Ardilaun the entire 
Muckross Estate, Killarney, which was acquired by the latter in 1901.  The price was £50000 and was a 
wedding present to his daughter and her husband.   

An American newspaper described Elizabeth Vincent as an 18 year old (1933) “Peninsula” girl who had 
spent much of her childhood at “Filoli” the famous Bourn home on the Spring Valley Lakes near Woodside.  
Her Grandfather is William B Bourn at one time President of the Spring Valley Water Company.  She was 
educated at Castilleja School, Paloalto, an all girls school founded in 1907 (still in existence today). 

W B Bourn (1857-1936) was heir to the millions taken from the famous Empire Gold Mine in Nevada 
County by his father a mining engineer.  The Empire Mine is “one of the oldest, largest, deepest, longest 
and richest gold mines in California.  Between 1850 to 1956 the Empire Mine produced 5.8 million ounces 
of gold extracted from 371 miles of underground passages.  William Bowers Bourn acquired the mine in 
1869. His son William Bowers Bourn 11 took over the mine in 1878.” 

The Spring Valley Water Company was a private company that held a monopoly on water rights in San 
Francisco 1860-1930.  Run by land barons it was surrounded by corruption and favouritism to the monied 
elite.  In 1930 it was bought by the City for 41 million dollars.   

Elizabeth Rose Bourn Vincent was born 13/1/1915 and her birth registered 1st Quarter 1915 St Georges 
Hanover Square, London.  Her brother Arthur William Bourn Vincent was born 16/7/1919 with his birth 
being registered at Chelsea 3rd Quarter 1919.  In 1939 he was staying at The Ritz hotel, a Cambridge 
University Undergraduate.  He died 18/10/2012 at Monte Carlo and is buried in Killegy Churchyard, 
Killarney. 

Elizabeth Rose Bourn Vincent Gardiner died 1981 Geneva and is buried in the Bourn family cemetery, 
Woodside, San Mateo County, California.  She had a child Sandra Fleur Melville Gardiner (1946-2011).   

Maud Bourn Vincent was taken ill aboard the “Majestic” on a trip with her children to see her parents in 
San Mateo and died in a New York Hospital 12/2/1929 from pneumonia. 

Aberdeen Press & Journal 23/3/1935: “The birth of a son to Lady Burgh wife of Lord Burgh, holder of one 
of England’s oldest baronies was announced yesterday.  Alexander Peter Willoughby Leith born 20/3/1935 
(died 2001).” 

Dundee Telegraph 29/3/1943: “Lord Burgh granted decree nisi in the Divorce Court in London today on 
the grounds of Lady Burgh’s adultery with the co respondent Herbert Benjamin Bell-Syer against whom 
costs were awarded. 

Lord and Lady Burgh have one son and were married June 6 1934.  The husband’s case was that in October 
1936 he returned to London from Bermuda where he had been to convalesce after an operation and his 



wife did not meet him as arranged.  When he saw her a few months later she told him that she felt her 
mental life was not full enough and she was going in search of a full existence. 

In May 1937 they entered into a Deed of Separation and at the beginning of last year Lord Burgh learned 
his wife had been living at Ealisbury and that the co respondent had been staying with her.   

9/3/41  Bankruptcy examination at Brighton yesterday.  Baron Burgh of Upper Grosvenor Street London 
had liabilities of £2734 with no assets.  He told the Official Receiver that his income had been derived 
from an interest under his father’s will and an allowance of $5000 a year from his wife when they 
separated in 1937.  In 1940 the marriage settlement was altered to £100 a month with a condition that it 
ceased if he became bankrupt.  

17/2/1938 NorthcourtShorwell – one of the finest Jacobean houses in the island (Isle of Wight) is for sale 
and Lord Burgh has disposed of the estate to a syndicate who were dispersing it.  The contents of the 
house were sold 7th to 9th February 1938. 

Aberdeen Press & Journal, 10/11/1943, The Scotsman 10/11/1943: “Lord Burgh sent to prison: sentence 
to four months imprisonment was passed at Aberdeen yesterday on Alexander Leigh Henry Leith, Lord 
Burgh, he was convicted of a charge of using indecent practices towards two nine year old Aberdeen girls.  
The offence was committed in The Den Wood, Hazlehead June 30.  The jury’s verdict was 6-1 in a trial 
lasting 2 days.  Lord Burgh was staying at 7 King’s Gate, a boarding house.  Lord Burgh’s hours as a 
temporary civil servant were from 2 – 4 p.m. and 7p.m. to midnight. The accused was 37.  

Council for Lord Burgh said the case should be regarded as a pathological rather than a criminal one.  He 
urged the Sheriff to take into consideration the fact that Lord Burgh had an operation in 1941 and was 
waiting to go into a hospital again for observation.   

Aberdeen Weekly Journal 27/1/1944: “Lord Burgh Conviction Upheld”. “I am of opinion that the no 
substantial miscarriage of justice has occurred and that the appeal should be dismissed.” 

Baron Alexander Leigh Henry Burgh of “West Close” Middlecombe, Minehead, died 26/5/1959 at 
Minehead and West Somerset Hospital.  Probate to Joyce Lady Burgh Widow £1613. 

He had married secondly Joyce Watts Wilson 19/5/1947 and registered 2nd Quarter 1947, Exmoor.   

1939 Register: Hill House, Otterhampton, Bridgwater UDC.  Joyce W Wilson (Burgh, Westmacott) born 
24/5/1911 (sic), Riding Instructress, joined Land Army. 

Joyce Watts Wilson born 24/5/1912 father William Wilson Wilson, mother Mary Margaret Chambers, 
birth registered 3rd Quarter Birkenhead. 

Children: 1) John Barnabus Leith, born 27/12/1947, registered 1st Quarter Exmoor 1948 (mother’s maiden 
surname Wilson). 2) Thomas Disney Leith, born 15/7/1951, died 16/3/1961. 

Evidence of occupancy of The Dene, Alcombe:  Western Morning News 17/1/1947 “For sale pedigree 
whippet bitch – Miss J Wilson, The Dene, Alcombe.  Western Morning News 24/6/1948: “Brown cobb for 
sale – Burgh, The Dene, Alcombe, Minehead 576.” Western Morning News 19/5/1950 – “Basket Chair, 
Saddle etc, list prices sent, Burgh, The Dene, Alcombe, Minehead.” 

Western Times 10/1/1947: “Middlecombe Water, Minehead. Sale of two attractive bungalows, 
conveniently situated one mile from the town off the main Minehead to Porlock Road. “West Close” brick 
built bungalow; 2 reception rooms, 3 bedrooms, bathroom, kitchen and usual offices. 2 garages, summer 
house, store and poultry houses, well laid out gardens, orchard and paddock, 4 acres.” 



Daily Mirror 30/8/1957: “When a  peer’s son married a dock worker’s daughter yesterday their “wedding 
cake” was a shilling pork pie.  You see them cutting it on the left.  The peer’s son is the Hon Alexander 
Leith, 22 heir to Lord Burgh whose country seat is “West Close” Middlecombe, Minehead, Somerset.  The 
dock worker’s daughter is blonde Anita L Eldridge 20, a student nurse whose parents live at Gordon Road, 
Gillingham Kent.  Alex and Anita were married quietly at Chelsea Registry Office.   

Then they drove in a taxi to collect their honeymoon luggage from “The Brenva” Alex’s houseboat on the 
Thames at Chelsea.  Afterwards there was a sherry and beer reception in a Chelsea pub at which that pork 
pie was ceremonially cut.   

No relatives were at the wedding. Anita said: “my parents did not come because they felt that unless 
Alex’s father was there people would talk.”  Her parents sent a good luck telegram.   

Alex said: “My father could not come because of illness”.  And Lord Burgh said last night: “I am sorry I 
could not go.  Alex and Anita will stay with me when they come back from their Honeymoon on the 
continent.” 

Alexander Peter Willoughby Leith  attended Harrow and Magdalen College Cambridge.  He did National 
Service in the RAF 1953 -1955.   

Joyce Watts Burgh married Robert W Westmacott 2nd Quarter 1960. 

Captain Rupert Walter Westmacott died 14/6/1989, 35 Combeland Road, Alcombe (“Little Roding”).   

Joyce Watts Westmacott died 7/1/2002 buried Minehead Cemetery.  

  



LESLIE,JULIA   

WSFP, 21/11/1891: “Death Of Miss Leslie, Of Hopcott, Minehead.” “It is with sincere regret that we record 
the almost sudden death of Miss Leslie, which took place on Sunday morning last at her residence, 
Hopcott, Minehead.  In the morning of Thursday, 12thinst, Miss Leslie complained of slight indisposition 
but did not consider it to be of sufficient moment to seek medical aid.  As her condition did not improve 
Dr Clark was called and under his treatment she appeared to be progressing as well as could be expected.  
In the night of Saturday, however, she had a fainting fit upon which her attendant sent for the doctor and 
soon after his arrival she passed away.  The deceased lady was of high family connection, being the sixth 
daughter of Colonel Powell Leslie of Glasslough Ireland, her eldest brother being Sir John Leslie, one of 
her sisters the Dowager Marchioness of Waterford, and another being Mrs Cavendish Bentick.   

She will be very much missed in Minehead and the following tribute from one who knew her well will 
indicate the feeling of esteem and respect which were entertained for her: “Miss Leslie had been known 
amongst us for about 22 years, during which period she had won respect from all classes by her 
straightforward conduct and strict love of truth.  Gifted with a strong and intellectual mind, she took a 
deep interest in politics and was a warm supporter of the Union, and as Secretary of the Minehead Branch 
of The Primrose League worked hard for the cause.  A cousin of the Iron Duke of Wellington, she reminded 
one in many respects of him in her perfect freedom of action and determination to do what she 
considered right without thought of public opinion.  A lover of the beauties of our Moors and Glens she 
delighted in the hunting field where her bold riding and affability to all made her a favourite. The Church 
Temperance work is much indebted to Miss Leslie for the firm route it gained in Minehead, where the old 
Temperance Hotel (now pulled down) in Wellington Square was in the earlier days of the movement 
chiefly kept afloat by her energy.  The boys of Minehead will also miss Miss Leslie much as she was always 
ready to assist them in getting up any amusement whether musical or theatrical and took great interest 
in their welfare.  By her servants she was greatly beloved and one who had been with her many years told 
us it could hardly be called service so kind and considerate was their dear mistress to them in all things 
and so pleased with any little thing done for her.  Before she came to Minehead she spent a large portion 
of her time in Glasslough Ireland where she gained the respect and regard of all as she did among us”.   

The funeral took place on Thursday (19th) morning at Minehead when there was a large attendance of 
residents of the neighbourhood to testify their respects for the deceased lady.  Born October 23rd 1827 
and November 15th 1891 aged 64.   

Wells Journal: 26/11/1891: “On the 15thinst at Hopcott Minehead, Julia Leslie, 6th daughter of Colonel 
Powell Leslie, Glasslough, Ireland”.   

Julia Leslie of Bourdon House, 2 Davies Street, Middlesex, spinster, died 15/11/1891 at Hopcott Minehead 
Somerset.  Probate to Emily Leslie, spinster, £5639.  

1891 Census: Lower Hopcott, Minehead.  Julia Leslie, Head, 64, own means born Ireland.  Ellen Bird, 
Servant, 45, plus 2 other Servants.   

1841 Census: Harley Street, Upper, St Marylebone. Christiana Leslie, 50, born Ireland. Selina Leslie, 40, 
born Ireland.  Christiana Leslie, 20, born Ireland.  Penelope (Prudentia) Leslie, 16, born Ireland (married 
George Augustus Frederick Cavendish Bentinck 1850, 4th daughter of the late Colonel Charles Powell 
Leslie). Julia Leslie, 14, born Ireland.  Emily Leslie, 11, born Middlesex.   

24th May 1819 St Marylebone Colonel Charles Powell Leslie, widower married Christiana Fosbery.  May 24 
at St Marylebone Church, Chas Powell Leslie of Glasslough in the County of Monaghan to Christiana 
youngest daughter of the late George Fosbery of Adare Farm County Limerick.  



Charles Powell Leslie II (1769-1831) had previously married  Anne Ryder in October 1791 and they had 
had three daughters.  She died in January 1813.  

Julia Leslie aged 17 1844 was confirmed in the Church of England, living at 3 Upper Harley Street.   

1851 Census: 48 Berkeley Square, London.  Christiana Leslie widow 64 born Ireland.  Julia Leslie, daughter 
40, born Ireland.  Emily Leslie, 38, daughter, born London.   

1861 Census: 48 Berkeley Square, Westminster.  Christiana P Leslie, 60, gentlewoman, born Ireland (she 
died 26/4/1869 at 31 Hill Street, Berkeley Square aged 82).  Julia Leslie, 34, born Ireland.  Emily Leslie, 30, 
born London (baptised 6/5/1830).  Thomas Leslie, 33, Captain in Army (born 8/11/1827).  

1881 Census: Hanover Square, Westminster, 2 Davies Street, Bourdon House.  Julia Leslie, Head, 54, single, 
lady born Ireland.  Emily Leslie, sister, 51, born Middlesex, plus 9 servants.   

In 1871 The Third Marquis of Westminster granted a lease on Bourdon House (the only detached house 
in Mayfair) to Julia Leslie and from 1873 she lived at 2 Davies Street with her youngest sister Emily.  
According to her great nephew, Sir Shane Leslie they had few friends or interests in common and seldom 
even met.  When they gave simultaneous parties “their guests passed each other on the stairs without 
speaking and were received in different rooms”.  From his book “The Film of Memory”, Shane Leslie tells 
us that “Julia had a long flirtation with Sir Edwin Landseer, whose love letters remain in the family 
archives”.  In 1875 Julia Leslie donated a chalk study of the hand of Laocoon (circa 1818), by Edwin 
Landseer to the Royal Academy Collection. 

From Oxford University Alumni 1500-1886: Leslie Charles Powell (II) son of Charles Powell Leslie (I); Christ 
Church Oxford, matriculated 30/4/1784 aged 17 and created MA 31/1/1787; of Glasslough County 
Monaghan; High Sherriff; MP 1801-26, New Ross 1830-31; Colonel of Militia; died 15/11/1831.   

He married secondly, 24/5/1819 Christiana, 3rd daughter of George Fosbery of Clorane County Limerick; 
she died 266/1869 having 3 sons and 4 daughters: Sons: 

1) Charles Powell (III) of Glasslough; MP County Monaghan 1842/71, born 13/9/1821.  Died unmarried 
26/6/1871. 
2) Sir John created Baronet 21/2/1876.  Born 16/12/1822, died 1916. 
3) Thomas Slingsby of Sirwen Park Yorkshire, Captain in Army, late Royal Horse Guards; assumed name 
of Slingsby and their arms by Royal Licence 9/4/1869. Born 12/101826 married 19/7/1860 Emma Louisa 
Catherine only sister and heiress of Sir Charles Slingsby, 10th and last Baronet.     

Daughters:  

1) Christiana married 20/2/1843 to John 4th Marquis of Waterford, who died 6/11/1866.  She died 
19/5/1905 (mother of Lord Charles Beresford) 
2) Prudentia (Prudence) Penelope born 8/11/1830, died 22/6/1896.  Married 14/8/1850 Rt Hon 
George Augustus Frederick Cavendish- Bentinck. 
3) Julia. 
4) Emily born 4/4/1830. 

The Era: 26/2/1843: “Marriage in High Life”. “The marriage of Lord John Beresford with Miss Leslie 
daughter of the late Colonel Leslie was solemnised at Glasslough the seat of her brother C P Leslie Esq. 
MP, on Monday 20th inst.   

The marriage of the Rev Lord John Beresford nephew of the Lord Primate to Miss Leslie the beautiful and 
accomplished sister of Charles Powell Leslie MP took place in Glasslough church.   



Durham County Advertiser, 2/12/1831: “Last week Colonel Charles Powell Leslie (II), in his 66th year of his 
age, formerly MP for Monaghan.  He represented the borough of New Ross in the last Parliament.  His 
military title derived from commanding the Monaghan Regiment of Militia; and until recent changes he 
was a Governor at the County of Monaghan.  Colonel Leslie was connected by birth with the Irish 
aristocracy, his mother, the Hon Prudence Hill Trevor (who still survives) being a daughter of the late, and 
aunt of the present, Viscount Dungannon.  Colonel Leslie was also nephew to the late Countess of 
Mornington, cousin to The Duke of Wellington and brother to the present Bishop of Elphin.” 

Morning Post, 23/11/1831: “On Tuesday the 15thinst at his house in Harley Street Charles Powell Leslie 
Esq of Glasslough County Monaghan in the 66th year of his age”.  

Arbroath Guide, 31/8/1850:  “At London on the 14thinst George Cavendish Bentinck only son of the late 
Lord Frederick Bentinck to Prudence Penelope second daughter of the late Colonel Charles Powell Leslie 
Glasslough Castle Monaghan Ireland.  The bride was given away by Field Marshall The Duke of 
Wellington.” 

Illustrated London News, 15/7/1871:” Colonel Leslie MP- Charles Powell Leslie (III) of Castle Leslie 
Glasslough County Monaghan died on 26th inst.  He was born 13/9/1822 eldest son of the late Colonel 
Charles Powell Leslie (II) by his second wife Christiana youngest daughter of George Fosbery of Clorane 
and was grandson of Charles Powell Leslie (I) by Prudence Penelope his wife daughter of Arthur Hill 1st 
Viscount Dungannon.   Colonel Leslie succeeded his father in 1831, was never married and leaves for his 
heir his next brother John Leslie now of Glasslough.” 

  



LEWIS, MABEL   

1911 Census: “Moorlands”, Tregonwell Road, Minehead.  Mabel Gertrude Lewis, 35, single, private 
means, born Taunton; plus 1 servant.   

1939 Register: Bay Hotel, Sea Front, Minehead.  Mabel Gertrude Lewis, born 28/5/1874, private means. 

Mabel baptised 6/8/1874, St Mary Magdalene, Taunton.  Father, Alfred, Mother, Myrah.  Father’s 
occupation: Draper, Fore Street, Taunton.  Birth registered 3rd Quarter 1874, Taunton.   

Alfred Lewis married Myrah Williams, 23/10/1866 St Thomas Bristol. 

1881 Census: 21 Fore St, Taunton.  Alfred Lewis, 44, Draper and Silk Mercer, born Shepton Mallet.  Myrah 
Lewis, 37, born Bristol.  Colston Murray Lewis, 9, born Taunton; Mabel G Lewis, 6, born Taunton.   

1891 Census: 4 The Crescent, Taunton.  Parish of St Mary Magdalene. Alfred Lewis, 52, Draper and Silk 
Mercer, born Shepton Mallet, Myrah Lewis, 47, born Bristol; Colston Murray Lewis, 19, Draper’s assistant, 
born Taunton; Mabel G Lewis, 16. 

1901 Census: Elmgrove Road, Bristol.  Myrah Lewis, 59, born Bristol, Mabel G Lewis, 25, born Taunton.   

Alfred Lewis of Taunton, Mercer, died 29/8/1894 at Newcastle, Northumberland.  Probate to Myrah 
Lewis, Widow.  

Myrah Lewis of Taunton, Widow, died 21/7/1903.  Probate to Colston Murray Lewis, Linen Draper and 
Silk Mercer, Thomas James Moss-Flower, Civil Engineer, and Mabel Gertrude Lewis, Spinster.   

Mabel Gertrude Lewis of “Moorlands”, Tregonwell Road, Minehead, Spister, died 7/2/1942.   

VAD card transcription: “has left her house for a year or so – travelling.  “Moorlands” Minehead was her 
former address.  Served from December 1915 to June 1918; general duties, pro Nurse; Ward work, 
dressings, day and night, 3000 hours.  This member worked well, but left us to take up massage training; 
very steady work to begin with then intermittent.  Came in as a pro as she had done three months at 
Barts, gave up for health reasons.   

 

  



LEWRY,WILLIAM   

1841 Census: Church Street, Minehead.  William Lewry, 60, Schoolmaster.  Sarah Lewry 40.  Sarah Ann 
Lewry, 16.  William Lewry, 15.  Mary Lewry, 12.  Ann Lewry, 11. Richard Lewry, 9.  

William Lewry baptised 25/2/1776 Minehead: father William, mother, Betty.   

William Lewry married firstly 30/5/1803 at St Michaels, Mary Richards, widow. Mary Lewry died 
12/12/1820 and buried 16/12/1820.  William Lewry married secondly 30/6/1822, Sarah Griffiths at 
Minehead; Groom’s status Widower/Clerk.  Supposedly carried into church on back of man. 

He was the Parish Clerk from 1802.  Robson’s Directory of 1839 lists William Lewry as Master of the Charity 
School and Parish Clerk. 

1851 Census: Church Street, Minehead.  William Lewry, 72, Schoolmaster.  Richard Griffiths Lewry, 18, 
Currier Apprentice.  William Henry Lewry, 26, Accountant.  Ann Griffiths Lewry, 20, Schoolmistress.  Sarah 
Ann Griffiths Lewry, 27.  Sarah Lewry, 53, wife.  Mary Lewry, 21, Straw Bonnet Maker.   

1861 Census: Church Street, Minehead.  William Lewry, 85, Widower, Schoolmaster, born Minehead.  
Sarah Ann Lewry, 37, Schoolmistress, born Minehead.  William Henry Lewry, 35, Accountant, born 
Minehead.  Mary Lewry, Straw Milliner, born Minehead . Ann Griffiths Lewry 29, Schoolmistress, born 
Minehead. 

Sarah Lewry died 4th Quarter 1860 buried 13/101860.  William Lewry died 2/11/1864 , buried 12/11/1864 
aged 88, St Michaels.  The grave inscription reads “60 years Schoolmaster, 60 years Clerk”. 

WSFP 2/3/1901 Reminiscences of Mrs Betty Bushen of The Quay, Minehead. (Born 1808 came to 
Minehead 1834) “The Workshouse at Minehead was the building at the bottom of the Church Steps on 
the left side.  On the opposite side was Clerk Lewry’s school (The Lantern).  Clerk Lewry, father of the late 
Mr Lewry, seems to have been a character.  He was a cripple and had to be wheeled each day to his desk 
and not being able to get at his pupils his displeasure was vented on the scholars by heaving the rule at 
them.  The school was a “free” school and the test of admission seemed to have been the ability to read 
in the new testament.  On Sundays Clerk Lewry used to be drawn to the church in a donkey cart.  Many 
of the former tradesmen of the town had their education at the school and the late Mr Ponsford was one 
of these pupils”.     

  



LITSON,  GEORGE WALTER PASSMORE 

Private 13934 4th Battalion South Wales Borderers.  Died 9/8/1915.  Commemorated Helles Memorial, Tip 
of the Gallipoli Peninsular.  Born at Middleham, Lynmouth (Cottages washed away 1952).  Lived at 
Minehead and enlisted Newport, Monmouthshire.  Son of Henry and Ann Litson of Middleham, Lynton. 

1881 Census Middleham, Lynton.  Henry Litson, 45, Labourer, born Lynton.  Ann Litson, 41, Laundress, 
born Minehead.  Elizabeth May, 12, William Henry, 10, George Walter, 8, Gabriel John, 6, Charles Knowle, 
4, all born Lynmouth.   

George’s birth registered second quarter 1872, Barnstaple, Devon.   

He enlisted in the Devonshire Regiment 9/6/1889.  Details of service:   

Home 6/6/1889 to 27/1/1891 

Egypt 28/1/1891 to 28/12/1892 

East Indies 29/12/1892 to 30/1/1897 

Home 31/1/1897 to 19/10/1899 

South Africa 20/10/1899 to 2/5/1902 

Home 13/5/1902 to 5/6/1902 

Awarded Queen’s Medal with the following clasps:  Orange Free State, Transvaal, Tugela Heights, Relief 
of Ladysmith, Laing Neck.  Also awarded King’s South Africa Medal 1901/2.   

His wife was living at Periton, Minehead and father and mother Henry and Annie Litson at Lynmouth.  

8/8/1902 He joined the Militia – 3rd Battalion Somerset Light Infantry.  He was living at Periton Minehead, 
aged 32, a Labourer, married with two children.  He married Elizabeth Ann Rogers fourth quarter 1897 
registered Williton.   

1901 Census, Periton.  John Rogers, 65, Head.  Elizabeth Litson, 35, daughter. Beatie Litson, 2, 
granddaughter.  John Litson, grandson, 1.   

1911 Census, 1 Mews, Summerland Avenue, Minehead.  William Knight, Head, 36.  Elizabeth Litson, 43, 
Boarder, Char Woman, born Minehead (married 13 years)   John Litson, 11, Boarder, born Minehead.  

August 1915 the 4th Battalion South Wales Borderers at Anzac (3rd August), strength 25 Officers, 750 Other 
Ranks.  Landed Gaba Tepe around 10 p.m. and to White Gully.   Action at Damakjelik Bair (6th August).  
Moved forward 8 p.m.  Passed through ChailakDere.  Came under fire near mouth of AghylDere.  D 
Company cleared enemy trenches.  Advanced on Damakjelik Bair.  Position captured by 1.30 a.m. gains 
consolidated.  Enemy attacked August 9th between 4.30 to 5 a.m. and driven back.  Another attack 7 p.m. 
also repulsed. 

The War Diary records “Turks again hotly attacked,  C company under  Captain C E Kitchin with part of D 
Company counter attacked with bayonet driving enemy back about 200 yards.”.  Casualties 44 killed, 6 
Officers and 72 Other Ranks wounded.  Position officially named “Gillespie Spur”.   

  



LOCKER,  JOE  WALTER 

A Memorial Plaque in Manor Road. Alcombe, reads: “In loving memory of J Locker and Comrades who fell 
at Arras April 26th 1917”.  His Regimental Number was PLY/1692(S) and he belonged to the 2nd Royal 
Marine Battalion, Royal Naval Division, Royal Marine Light Infantry.  He enlisted 11/11/1916 aged 18years 
9 months.  Embarked with the Royal Marine Brigade 19/1/1917.  Draft for BEF 9/3/1917, joined 2nd Royal 
Marine Battalion 30/3/1917.  Killed in action 26/4/1917.   

Born 1/8/1897, next of kin, father Walter Locker, Old School House, Alcombe.  Commemorated on the 
Arras Memorial.  The Alcombe Memorial gives his date of death as 28/4/1917.   

This Battalion took part in the second Battle of Gavrelle in April 1917.  The first action was on 23/24 April 
to capture the village of Gavrelle.  The taking of the village created a salient into the German Lines and 
meant that before any advance could take place the high ground to the North East on which the windmill 
stood had to be taken.  This was to be the action of 28th April.   

The Battle of Gavrelle saw the highest number of Marine casualties in a single day in the history of the 
Corps.  It has been described as the most deadly offensive action to be in as an Infantryman.   

On the 28th the 2nd Battalion Royal Marines suffered badly in the fighting around the windmill.  6 Officers 
killed and 3 taken prisoner; 155 Other Ranks killed in action; 157 wounded and 173 taken prisoner.  It 
should also be noted that 2nd Royal Marines had taken 30 casualties in the run up to the attack.  

1901 Census, 103 Walton Street, Kensington, Brompton.  Walter Locker, 39, born Minehead, occupation 
Smith.  Edith Locker, 37, born Wells, Somerset.  Walter Locker, 3, born Paddington, London.  

Walter Francis Locker was baptised 5/8/1897.   

In 1903 at St Luke’s,  Chelsea, Walter Alfred Locker, 42, Widower married Edith Frances Adams, 40, both 
of 103 Walton Street.   

From their ages the 1901 and 1903 marriage refers to the same people.  

On Ancestry UK existing research refers to Walter Francis “Joseph” Locker and beyond the 1901 Census, 
baptism and birth registration (third quarter 1897, Marylebone, London), there is no findable record for 
Joseph Walter Locker.  The findable records for Joseph Locker relate to World War 1.  So possibly he chose 
to refer to himself as “Joe”.   

His grandfather was Joseph Locker, who in 1911 ran “The Stores”, Water Street, Dunster.   

 

  



LOMAS,HAROLD MEASE  

WSFP 19/8/1899: “West Country Hunting Scene Photographs”. “Mr H M Lomas who is well known in 
Minehead and the neighbourhood for his excellent photographic studies in the hunting field and his choice 
characteristic productions of West Country scenery has opened a studio in Selbourne Place for the 
exhibition and sale of his studies of which he has a large and varied collection all turned out in masterly 
style.”An example of this was: “Stag Hunting Photographs”, a set of 12 photos with The Devon and 
Somerset Stag Hounds by H M Lomas, 7/6d. 

23/11/1901 “Stag Hunting With The Devon & Somerset 1887 – 1901”, by Philip Evered, illustrated with 
photographs by H M Lomas. 

WSFP 30/8/1902: “Tennis Tournament and Open Air Entertainment at Minehead”. “Mr H M Lomas 
mystified the audience with 2 or 3 of his clever conjuring tricks, manufacturing silk handkerchiefs to any 
extent with apparent ease out of nothing”. 

WSFP 26/12/1903: “A Local Bioscopist”.  “It may not be known to all that Mr H M Lomas who is so well 
known in Minehead as an ardent sportsman, amateur photographer and entertainer, having given many 
exhibitions in Minehead and the neighbourhood has recently been sent by the “Charles Urban Trading 
Company” on an expedition to Borneo to secure bioscopic pictures of native life in that interesting and 
far distant country.  Mr Lomas who had just returned has been highly successful and at the Annual Dinner 
of the British North Borneo Trading Company held in London he was engaged to give an exhibition of the 
pictures he had secured which were received with much applause.” 

1881 Census: “Chiverton”, Queens Road, Holdenhurst, Bournemouth.  Thomas Lomas, 53, No occupation 
at present, born Manchester.  Jane Lomas, 47.  John A Lomas, 18, born Jarrow.  Harold M Lomas, 8, born 
Clifton, Bristol. 

Harold M Lomas, birth registered 4th Quarter 1872, registered Clifton, Bristol. (Mother’s maiden surname 
Mease).  

Shields Daily Gazette, 6/9/1860: “At the Wesleyan Chapel Howard Street this morning by the Rev J D 
Geden, Ecclesiastical Tutor at Didsbury College, Manchester and brother in law to the bride, T Lomas Esq 
son of John Lomas Esq, Merchant Manchester, Manager of the Alkali Works, Jarrow, to Miss Jane, 2nd 
Daughter of Solomon Mease, Cleveland House, North Shields. 

1861 Census:  “Lake House”, Westoe, South Shields.  Thomas Lomas, 33, Chemical Manufacturer, Soda 
Works in course of erection, 18 hands at present employed.  Jane Lomas, 26, born North Shields. 

John Arthur Mease Lomas born 13/7/1862, Jarrow.   

1871 Census:  Westbury on Trym, Stoke Bishop, 7 Rockleaze.  Jane Lomas, 37, born North Shields.  John A 
M Lomas, 8.  Christopher Gabriel Mease, 7, born Jarrow.  Mary Thurston Mease, 6, born Jarrow.  Ruth 
Thurston Miller Mease, 5, born Norwood, Surrey.  Sarah Thompson, 34, nurse, born Jarrow.  Eliza 
Wilkinson, 37, governess. 

The Mease children were born to George Dryden Mease he married Ruth Thurston Gabriel 13/6/1861 at 
Streatham Parish Church.  She died aged 26 1st Quarter 1866.  On 8/2/1866 she gave birth at Mayfield 
Park Villas, Lower Norwood and died at Park Villas 13/2/1866.   

Solomon Mease died 27/6/1871 at the residence of his son in law Thomas Lomas Esq of Sneyd Park, 
Clifton, Stoke Bishop.   



1871 Census:  Central Railway Station Hotel.  Neville St, Newcastle on Tyne. Thomas Lomas, 43, visitor, 
Alkali Manufacturer, born Manchester.  Robert Hasenclever, 30, Alkaline Manufacturer, born Prussia.  
Henry Candy, 41, Manufacturing Chemist, born Chelsea.   

Solomon Mease, was the founder and Chief Proprietor of the Lake Chemical Works, East Jarrow;  his son, 
G D Mease was his partner.  He was also a large ship owner and prominent Wesleyan.   

In 1870/71 the “Shields Daily Gazette” was carrying adverts: “Chalk wanted – Thomas Lomas and Nephew 
(John Lomas), St Bede Alkali Works, East Jarrow.   

By 1872 the St Bede Alkali Works was in new hands and had become the St Bede Chemical Company.   
John Lomas now had his own company “John Lomas & Co. Ltd, Rosehill Chemical Works, Wallsend.”  In 
November 1878 his business failed.  

There is a reference in the WSFP 9/5/1874 stating that Greenbank Villa, Blenheim Road, Minehead was 
the residence of Thomas Lomas.  He had “Cleveland” built on North Hill between 1875 and 1877 designed 
by Foster & Wood of Bristol.  WSFP 12/5/1877: “A splendid residence has lately been erected near the 
church for Mr and Mrs Lomas.  The builder was John Pearce and the Architect Foster & Wood, Bristol”.  

From February 1874 adverts were appearing in the WSFP for “Minehead Manures: Thomas Lomas; Bristol 
Channel Chemical Works; Nitro Superphosphates and Concentrated Bone Superphosphates”. 

In November 1874 the first Annual Dinner was held for the customers of The Bristol Channel Chemical 
Works at The Feathers Hotel.   

In later adverts of 1876 Thomas Lomas is referred to as an Agricultural Chemist and Manufacturer of 
sulphuric acid and prepared bone manures for turnips, rape, mangolds, grass, corn etc.   

By 1880 the adverts for the Bristol Channel Chemical Works had in brackets (late Thomas Lomas) signifying 
that he had sold the works to Henry Hellier. 

1881 Census: Station Road, 1 The Avenue. Henry Hellier, 54, Acid Chemical Manufacturer.  Anne Hellier, 
43, born Thurgoland, Yorkshire.  Walter J G Hellier, 23, Manager at Chemical Works born Bristol.  Edwin J 
D Hellier, 0, born Minehead.   

1881 Census: “Chiverton”, Queens Road, Holdenhurst, Bournemouth.  Thomas Lomas, 53, no occupation 
at present, born Manchester.  Jane Lomas, 47.  John A Lomas, 18, born Jarrow.  Harold M Lomas, 8, scholar. 

1881 Census:  “Cleveland”, Minehead.  Sarah Jane Cox, 23, Housekeeper.  Elizabeth Cox, sister, 17, 
Apprentice Dressmaker.  Emily Poole, 19, General Servant.  Thomas Mason, 24, Gardener.  Sarah Mason, 
24.  Ada Mason, 14 months. 

Kelly’s Guide 1889: Thomas Lomas “Cleveland”. 

1891 Census:  “Cleveland”, North Hill, Minehead.  Thomas Lomas, 63, Chemical Manufacturer, born 
Minehead.  Jane Lomas, 56, born North Shields.  John A Lomas, 28, Sculptor/Artist born East Jarrow.  
Harold M Lomas, 18, scholar, born Clifton. 

1897 Kelly’s Guide: Thomas Lomas, “Cleveland”. 

1901 Census:  The Midland Hotel, Norwich Avenue, Bournemouth.  Harold M Lomas, 28, Boarder, 
Journalistic Photographer.  Jane A Lomas, 67, Boarder.  John A M Lomas, 38, Boarder, Landscape Painter.   

1901 Census:  Selbourne Villas, Thomas Lomas, 73, Manufacturer, Chemist, born Manchester.   



1902 Kelly’s Guide:  Thomas Lomas, 3 Selbourne Villas. 

Jane Lomas died 7/5/1907 at 5 Edmund Gardens, Chiswick, West London, aged 74; body cremated 
Finchley.  The ashes were brought to Dunster Cemetery (she was born 19/12/1833). 

WSFP: 18/5/1907: “Ashes deposited on Tuesday afternoon”.  “Mrs Lomas is known in the district from the 
long residence of herself and husband at Minehead.  She came from a well known north country stock, 
her family name being Mease.  Both Mr T Lomas and his wife came into this County from North Shields 
some thirty years ago and until recently lived at Minehead.” 

17/12/1908.  Lomas – Ilsley: On the 14th December at Colombo Ceylon, Harold Mease Lomas of Minehead 
married Maud the only daughter of the Rev. J. Ilsley of Colombo.  

1911 Census:  “Gowrie”, Bircham Road, Alcombe.  Harold Mease Lomas, 38, Director and ? , Nature Picture 
Lecture Syndicate, Lecturer, FRGS, uses photographs and cinematography for geographical and other 
purposes.  Born Clifton, Bristol.  Maude Lomas, 28, married 2 years, born Palamcotta, South India.  Thomas 
Lomas, 83, father, widower, retired Chemical Manufacturer, born Manchester.   

Ivor Blundell Mease born 24/3/1912 baptised 18/4/1912, Parish of Dunster.  Father Harold Mease Lomas, 
mother Jeanette Maud Mary Lomas, residence Alcombe, occupation gentleman. 

Thomas Lomas (born 27/4/1827) died 22/4/1915.  

Harold Mease Lomas was a Chemist turned Amateur Photographer of great skill with a particular interest 
in photographing hunting scenes. Around 1902 he approached Charles Urban with the idea of making 
hunting films along similar lines to his photographic studies.  Of these the recently discovered “Hunting 
The Red Deer with The Devon & Somerset Stag Hounds”, filmed by Lomas in 1904 is a brilliantly 
photographed and edited work, if appalling in its detail.  Lomas filmed animal studies for Urban whilst 
managing the dark rooms of the Charles Urban Trading Company for a short while, and undertook three 
filming trips to British North Borneo in 1903, 1904 and 1908.  He travelled widely as an independent film 
maker, made other “sporting films” and in 1914 wrote technical guide to film studio work entitled “Picture 
Play Photography”.   

In 1920 he became a cameraman for Adrian Brunel’s Minerva Films making comedy shorts that starred 
Leslie Howard before joining British Instructional Films in 1921 and filming some of the famous “Secrets 
of Nature” series alongside another former Urban cameraman, Percy Smith.   

 In August 1907 Harold M Lomas joined Cecil Hepworth and took on the travel aspect of production.  
Lomas started out as a Chemist before developing an interest in photography in the late 1880s.  This grew 
into an interest in cinematography and in 1903 he took on the task of filming and photographing areas of 
North Borneo for the government and Charles Urban.  Upon his return he presented films and 
photographs at the Royal Geographical Society and Urban who leased them as a 44 part “Urban Bioscope 
Expedition in North Borneo” in January 1904,  A keen hunter, Lomas had forged links with Urban when he 
suggested the possibility of taking hunting films for him in the early 1900s. “Hunting The Red Deer With 
The Devon & Somerset Stag Hounds” 1905, was made amongst others.  That same year he worked as 
Urban’s Dark Room Manager but eye problems forced him to resign, and he set off for Burma returning 
in 1906.  In early 1907 he went to Norway where he shot scenic views for Hales’ Tours.  Hepworth acquired 
his services in 1907 and Lomas went to Morocco where hostilities had broken out which saw French War 
Ships firing upon, and French Troops Landing, in Casablanca.   The first of the films Lomas shot for 
Hepworth came out in August 1907 – “State Entry of New Basha, Tangier”.  After Morocco Lomas filmed 



in Egypt in early 1908.  In the latter half of 1908 Lomas stopped working for Hepworth and set off for 
Burma via China and Japan. 

Mr H M Lomas FRGS, FRPS a frequent contributor to “The Bioscope” and well known as a lighting expert 
in connection with film work, died suddenly on Tuesday April 27 1926.  Mr Lomas just prior to his death 
was engaged in production work privately at the studio which had been fully equipped at Crouch End.  
Some of the short subjects produced were known privately some weeks ago and were of great promise. 

His death was registered 2nd Quarter 1926 Edmonton, Middlesex, aged 53.   

JOHN  ARTHUR  MEASE  LOMAS 

1911 Census: Waldorf Chambers, Aldwych.  John A M Lomas, 48, Artist, Painter, Designer born Jarrow, 
Durham.  Mary Christine Lomas, 47, Artist, Art Critic, Enameller, born Clapton, London, married 3 years.   

J A M Lomas married Mary Christine Connell 1st Quarter 1908 registered Wandsworth, London.   

Mary Christine Connell 28/5/1865 – 15/12/1938. 

1871 Census: 50 Charlwood Road, Putney.  William George Connell 37, Chronometer Maker.  Anna M 
Connell, 33.  Mary C Connell, 7 born Clapton, Middlesex. 

1881 Census: 15 Spencer Road, Putney, Wandsworth.  William G Connell, 47, Watch Maker & Jeweller, 
born Pentonville.  Anna M Connell, 43, Watch Maker & Jeweller.  Mary C Connell, 17, Art Student, born 
Dalston, Middlesex. 

1891 Census: 17 Holland Park Road, Kensington.  M Christine Connell, 27, Artist, Painter, Sculptor, born 
London. 

1901 Census: 22 Stafford Place, City of Westminster.  Mary C Connell, 37, Artist, Sculptor, Repoussi Metal.   

WSFP 5/5/1906: “Exhibition of Pictures by Mr J A Lomas, Favourable Press Notices”. “Exhibition of pictures 
by J A M Lomas of Porlock at the Quest Gallery, New Bond St, London.  The painter who for 20 years has 
worked alone and uninfluenced in the seclusion of a remote country village on the North Slopes of 
Exmoor.  Student days in London (South Kensington), Paris, Rome.  He evolved an entirely individual style.  
12 or so canvasses on display at Quest Gallery represent a struggle over 20 years to express some life in 
paint.  Believed 800 or so unsuccessful canvasses burned.  Mr Lomas’s landscapes of Minehead and 
Porlock are certainly among the most remarkable and brilliant thing that have seen the light of exhibition 
for years past and he stepped with one stride into the foremost rank of modern British Landscape Painters.  

Exhibited were:  A Sunny Afternoon, Bratton; Smaller Study of the Same Subject; Sunlight in Horner 
Woods; Smaller Study of the Same; Porlock From Dunster Steep (lent by C E H Chadwyck Healey); Porlock 
Bay from Hurlestone Point, Winter Sunlight; Sunlit Water, Bristol Channel;  Porlock Village, on August Day; 
The Ship Inn Porlock, Lynton Coach; The North Hill Minehead; The Solitary Pool, Minehead Links, Early 
Morning; A Hazy Morning, Devon Cattle; Porlock Bay From the Weir; Plans of “Windrush”, Photos of The 
Same House & Furniture”.   

The above is illustrated in “Landhause Und Garten” by Hermann Muthesius Page 171-Architect J A Mease 
Lomas, Porlock, published Munich 1907.  The house was designed for Arthur VorlaseEady.  WSFP, 
20/10/1906: “Mr Eady’s New House Known as Windrush”. 

The Globe: 16/10/1912, Royal Society of British  138th Exhibition; J A M Lomas “Ballard Down” 



1939 Register: “Owey View” Cowbridge, Timberscombe.  John Arthur Mease Lomas born 13/7/1862, 
widower, Artist, Landscape Painting in Oils. 

He had a studio in Great House Street, Timberscombe, built by Frank Huxtable, local builder.  

John A Lomas died 6/1/1950 aged 87 buried St Petrocks, Timberscombe.   

WSFP 29/10/1887 “DESTRUCTIVE  FIRE  AT  MINEHEAD, CHEMICAL WORKS  BURNED  DOWN”. 

“On Monday night last (24/10) Bristol Channel Chemical Works of which Proprietor Mr W J G Hellier totally 
destroyed by fire.  These Works occupy a position close to the sea shore, a short distance to the west of 
The Quay and were built about 15 years ago by Mr T Lomas who sold them a few years afterwards to the 
father of the present owner.  The main building was 140 ft by 100ft and consisted of two storeys.   

It was constructed of stone pillars, filled in with wood, tarred for its preservation and the roof covered 
with tarred felt.  It was fitted with expensive machinery, comprising two steam boilers and three engines 
and the many appliances necessary for the manufacture of chemicals, manures, glue and other 
substances. The fires were lighted up on Monday morning and during the night a man named Edwin Jones 
was in charge of the machinery, the engines being at work and engaged in driving mills for the grinding of 
phosphates; and for the purposes of acid making, the furnace in which the sulphur stuff is burned was 
being raised to the necessary temperature.  Just before midnight Jones went to the western end of the 
building in the course of his work and then discovered the woodwork was on fire.  He immediately aroused 
his employer who lives close by and had gone to bed.  Steps were taken to let off water from the boilers 
so as to avoid an explosion and the alarm of fire having spread throughout Quay Town a large number of 
people assembled.  

It was evident from the first that there was not the slightest chance of saving the main building so rapid 
was the spread of the fire on account of the inflammable nature of the building and its contents.  The 
flames rose to an immense height and the wind blowing from the north west ignited the brushwood on 
the side of the North Hill which burned fiercely.  Under the direction of Mr Courtenay, Agent for G F 
Luttrell, men were placed at various points on the Hill to prevent the fire from spreading where possible 
and when the roof of the Chemical Works fell in about an hour after the outbreak the flames ceased to 
ascend to any great height and the fire on the Hill soon became extinguished.   

As a measure of precaution Mr Hellier’s furniture was taken from his dwelling house on the east of the 
works  and the family removed to safety.  It was very fortunate that the wind wasn’t blowing from the 
west for if it had been it is probable the sparks would have come into contact with the houses in Quay 
Town many of which are old and have thatched roofs.  The fire continued to burn and it is still smouldering 
and likely to do so for some days.  The whole of the machinery is irreparably damaged excepting perhaps 
two boilers and no portion of the building remains standing except the stone work and stack.   

Mr Hellier had stocked, ready for despatch to markets, a large quantity of glue and that is destroyed.  The 
building was insured against fire in the Sun Office and so were machinery and stock but there will be a 
loss to the Proprietor.   

The cause of the fire is supposed to have been the overheating of the furnace in which the sulpherous 
stuff is being burned; this overheating being caused by a sudden freshening of wind and consequent effect 
of draught on the fire, the result being that some of the contiguous woodwork became ignited.  Estimated 
damage £10000 partly covered by insurance.  

The Bristol Channel Chemical Works building complete Nov/Dec 1872.  26/4/1873 the new chemical works 
which had been erected at Kings Brompton by T Lomas are approaching completion.  At the beginning of 



1874 Bristol Channel Chemical Works was producing fertilisers etc.  November 1874 T Lomas holds first 
annual dinner for customers.  May 1880 T Lomas sells Bristol Channel Works to Henry Hellier by 1881 
Walter James Griffin Hellier was Manager and Sole Proprietor of Bristol Channel Chemical Works. 

There was also the Minehead Chemical Works situated on The Warren operated by Morgans& Guard 
which was wound up in 1875 and bought by William Theodore Pitt Watkins of Dunster Lodge in 1876 but 
not operated in any meaningful way and was up for sale in 1886 described as being adjoining railway 
between Dunster and Minehead and half a mile from the latter.   

Henry Hellier was ordained a priest in 1884 and died in 1892.  Walter J G Hellier emigrated to Canada.   

  



LONG,  WILLIAM  JAMES  

Private 5680759 4th Battalion Somerset Light Infantry, aged 33, died 23/11/1944, son of William George 
and Lydia Alice Long of Alcombe;  husband of Dorothy Isabella Marie Long of Alcombe.  Commemorated 
Brunssum War Cemetery, Limburg, Netherlands, also on the Alcombe War Memorial.  

Baptised 24/7/1910 St Decumen’s.  Father, George William, Mother, Lydia Alice, Father’s occupation 
Porter living at Alcombe. 

1939 Register.  2 Meadow Terrace, Alcombe.  William J Long, born 12/6/1910, Single, Bus Conductor.  
George W Long, born 25/12/1877, Cellarman in Wine Store.  Lydia A Long born 16/9/1878.   

Married Dorothy I Baker, 1st Quarter 1940, registered Williton. 

1939 Register.  15 Council Houses, Williton.  Dorothy I M Hamblin (Long), Waitress, Single, born 
20/5/1916.   

George William Long, 30, married Lydia Alice Wood, 31, 26/4/1910.  His occupation Porter at St 
Decuman’s. 

George William Long of 2 Meadow Terrace died 17/10/1953 administration to Lydia Alice Long.   

4th Battalion SLI crossed into Germany from the Dutch border town of Brunssum on 10/11/1944.  The 
main German positions which concerned them were the town of Geilenkirchen and the village of 
Baukchem, a mile to the North of the former.  The sector held ranged over 4000 yards from Gillrath in the 
North to Teveren in the South. 

19/11/1944 Attack launched on Bauchem. 

20/11/1944 At Niederbusch as Reserve Battalion. 

22/11/1944  Moved back to the Pannenschopp-Gillrath-Teveren area for a short rest. 

25/11/1944  Reserve position on North East side of Geilenkirchen.   

 

 

 

  



LOVELACE, JOHN GUY  

82441 Royal Flying Corps.  Born 23/5/1899 at Bossington.  Baptised 2/7/1899.  Parents Thomas and 
Elizabeth Rosalie of Bossington, Porlock.  Thomas was a farmer living at Woodleigh, Woodcombe, 
Minehead.   

1901 Census Bossington.  Thomas Lovelace, 39, Farmer, born Winsford.  Elizabeth Rosalie, 35, born 
Folkestone.  Thomas H E, 4, born Bossington. John G, 1, born Bossington. 

The 1911 Census shows that both J G Lovelace and Thomas H E Lovelace were boarders at Queen’s College 
Public School at Trull, Taunton.  John was 11 and Thomas, 14.  Their parents had married July 1894 at 
Christ Church, Southgate, Middlesex.  Her maiden name was Bates.  

1911 Census, Bratton Court, Minehead.  Thomas Lovelace, 49, Farmer and Estate Agent, born Winsford.  
Dora Joan Lovelace, 9, born Selworthy.  Robert Leonard Lovelace, 11, born Minehead.  

John Guy Lovelace enlisted in the RFC 26/5/1917 aged 18 as a 3rd Class Air Mechanic/Miscellaneous 
Aviator.  After 82 days on 15/8/1917 he was formerly discharged at South Farnborough, as he had 
obtained a temporary Commission as a 2nd Lieutenant RFC.   

On 9/9/1917 he obtained his Aviator’s Certificate from the Royal Aero Club.  He had passed this at the 
London and Provincial School, Edgware.  He was 18 and 2nd Lieutenant RFC with a home address of, 
“Woodleigh”, Woodcombe, Minehead.  He was a full Lieutenant on 1/4/1918.  He must have served in 
France as his record shows him entering the 24th General Hospital Etaples on 25/9/1918.  Whether this 
was for illness or as a casualty is not clear, but a note on his records states “letter from Ministry of Pensions 
24/5/1921 states Officer now deceased (tuberculosis). 

 His death was registered second quarter 1921, Williton.  In 1921 he had recently returned from Calcutta 
with the Passenger List showing his occupation as “Zeminder” which was a Landowner especially one who 
leases to tenant farmers. 

Interestingly his brother, Thomas Henry, also died at a young age in 1926.  His father died in 1941, and his 
mother 1950.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LUXTON, ALBERT  ERNEST 

Private, 345919, 16th (Royal Devon & Royal North Devon Yeomanry) Battalion, Devonshire Regiment.  Died 
3/12/1917 aged 26.  Husband of Edith May Luxton of  “Talbot House”, Alcombe, Minehead.  Enlisted 
Barnstaple and commemorated Jerusalem War Cemetery.   

1891 Census, Great Torrington, 203 New Street.  Ernest A Luxton, 25, Cab Driver, born Great Torrington.  
Ann Luxton, 27, born Downland.  Albert E Luxton, 1, born Great Torrington.  Birth registered first quarter 
1890, Torrington, Devon.   

1901 Census, 37 South Street, Great Torrington.  Mary Cocks, Widow, 77, Own Means, Born Torrington.  
Ann Luxton, 37, Widow, Housekeeper.  Albert Ernest Luxton, 11. 

His father was killed 3/3/1900 following a road traffic collision.   

1911 Census, 6 Gammon Lane, Barnstaple.  Albert Luxton, 22, single, Grocer’s Assistant.  

 He married Edith May Huxtable, second quarter 1911, registered at Williton  Children: Lynda May, born 
1911 and Morley Albert, born 3/3/1915. 

After his death his wife (born second quarter 1887 Timberscombe) moved to Alcombe. 

In the spring of 1917, 16thDevons sent to the front at Gaza, where they patrolled and skirmished with the 
Turks.  After intensive training they played a part in Allenby’s Advance on Jerusalem, and on December 
3rd suffered 286 casualties in an unsuccessful attack on El Foka (Beit’ur El Foqa).  5 Officers and 140 Other 
Ranks killed or missing;  9 Officers and  132 Other Ranks wounded.   

  



McWILLIAMS,  DONALD  JOSEPH 

Private 11840, 1st Battalion Irish Guards, died of wounds, aged 19, 28/3/1918.  Born at Minehead.  Son of 
Michael and Mary Anastasia McWilliams, of 12 Parc Bean, St Ives, Cornwall.  Commemorated Bac-Du-Sud 
British Cemetery  Bailleulval (13 kilometres South West of Arras).  It was the location of Field Ambulances 
of the units fighting on the Arras front when the German advance began.  

1901 Census, 23 Summerland Street, Minehead.  Michael McWilliams, 38, born Ireland, Principle Coast 
Officer, Customs.  Mary A, 31, born Swansea.  Anne E McWilliams, 7, born Appledore, Devon.  Owen J, 5, 
born Appledore Devon.  Donald Joseph, 2, born Minehead.   

1911 Census, Parc Bean, St Ives.  Michael McWilliams, 48 born Tyrone, Beragh.  Mary Anastasia, 41, 19 
years married.  Anne E, 17, born Appledore.  Donald Joseph, 12, born Minehead.  James Mitchell, 9, born 
Minehead.  Kathleen Mary, 7, born Barnstaple.  Michael Francis, 5, born Barnstaple.  

Donald Joseph McWilliams worked at Llanelli and enlisted there.   

2/3/1918  Irish Guards in the Scarpe Trenches; Fampoux, Colt Reserve, Pepper and Pudding Trenches.  It 
was snowing and sleeting and the 1st Battalion was involved in the monotony of working parties.   

6 to 10 March, in the front line. 

12 March, Stirling Camp. 

21 March, German Offensive begins.  1st Battalion in communal college. 

22 March, Battalion to move at Midnight from Arras to Boisleaux-St Marc, six miles due South of Arras. 

23 March, digging support line which ran in front of Boisleaux-St Marc.  

25 March, still at Boisleaux-St Marc. 

26March, relieve 1st Scots Guard near the Arras-Albert Railway line. 

The Guards Brigades had got into a line between Boisleaux-St Marc and Ayette on a front of three and a 
half miles. 

27 March, an intent barrage heralded the crisis and the attack followed. “We suffered but they suffered 
more”.  

Losses in March were 23 Other Ranks killed, 107 wounded and missing. Donald Joseph McWilliams died 
of wounds 28/3/1918 at 3rd Field Ambulance.   

 

  



MAGOR family 

1911 Census: “Northfield” Minehead.  R B Magor, 68, Retired Rubber Merchant, born Truro; Mary Magor, 
66, wife, born Calcutta; C B Magor, 38, daughter, born Calcutta; D G Magor, 28, daughter, born Calcutta 
plus 5 servants.  

1911 Census: 19 Harcourt House, Cavendish Square, London.  Frances Anne Hughes wife, 48.  Janet 
Hughes, daughter 21, single; Jessica Hughes, daughter, 19, single; Clara Winifred Magor, 30, single, visitor, 
born Calcutta, Bengal.  Plus 5 servants.   

1901 Census:  Ingatestone Hall, Mountnessing, Essex.  Richard B Magor, 57, Tea Grower, Merchant, 
Importer.  Mary Magor, 55, born Calcutta; Catherine C Magor, 28, daughter, single, born Calcutta; Mary 
Isa Magor, 27, daughter, single, born Calcutta; Gertrude E Magor, 25 daughter, single, born Calcutta; 
Norah Magor, 23, daughter, single, born Putney; Clara Winifred Magor, 20, daughter, single, born 
Calcutta. Plus 6 servants.  

Ingatestone, Tylhus Manor on Hall Lane.   

1891 Census: Redbourn House, Redbourn, Herts.  Richard B Magor, 47, East Indian Merchant, born Truro.  
Mary Magor, 45, born Calcutta.  Edith L Magor, 20, born Calcutta; Catherine B Magor, 18, born Calcutta; 
Clara Magor, 10, born Calcutta; Philip Magor, 9, born Calcutta; Dorothy G Magor, 7, born Putney.   

Richard Manuel Blaney Magor, birth registered 4th Quarter 1843, Truro. Father, Martin Magor, Mother, 
Elizabeth Manuel Blaney.   

1851 Census: Andrew Place, Kenwyn, Truro.  Martin Magor, 40, Agent, born Truro.  Elizabeth Manuel 
Magor, 41;  Elizabeth Blaney Magor, 10, born Kenwyn; Martin Magor, 9, born Kenwyn; Richard M B Magor, 
7, born Kenwtyn. 

1861 Census: Andrew Place, Truro.  Martin Magor, 50, Agent, born Truro.  Elizabeth Magor, 51; Elizabeth 
Blaney Magor, 20; Martin Magor, 19, Apprentice Druggist; Richard M B Magor, 17, Commercial Clerk; 
Louisa B Magor, 5.   

At age 22, about 1865, Richard M B Major went to India where he became Assistant Manager of the Great 
Eastern Hotel, Calcutta.  In 1869 he founded Williamson Magor (WM) as a partnership with James Hay 
Williamson; WM was a tea business.  

10/8/1868 in Calcutta, he married Mary King.  Mary was born in Calcutta 10/10/1845 and baptised at 
Cooly Bazar, the daughter of Jeremiah King and Hannah Brown.  They were to have three sons and seven 
daughters. 

1) Richard King Magor born 25/7/1869, Calcutta, died 6/9/1957 Springfield Lyons, Chelmsford. 
2) Edith Louisa Magor, born 18/12/1870, Fort William, died 3/4/1925 Kilrenny, Bridge of Allan. 
3) Catherine Blaney Magor, born 11/6/1872, Calcutta, died 23/4/1951 Northfield Hotel, Minehead.  
4) Mary Isabel Magor, born 24/1/1874, Calcutta, died 5/12/1923 Northfield, Minehead. 
5) Gertrude EmmilineMagor, born 1/5/1875, Calcutta, died 7/2/1953 Teignmouth. 
6) Edward Manuel Magor, born 29/10/1876, Calcutta, died 13/6/1954 Bude, Cornwall. 
7) Norah Magor, born 5/12/1877, Putney, died 13/1/1962, Salisbury. 
8) Clara Winifred Magor, born 11/4/1880, Calcutta, died 15/12/1966 Minehead. 
9) Philip Magor, born 2/12/1881, Calcutta, died 27/1/1971, Lewis, Sussex. 
10) Dorothy Grace Magor, born 24/6/1883, Purley, died 12/4/1960 Binsted, Hants.  

1939 Register:  Wootton Courteney, “Crockford House”.  Clara W Magor, born 11/4/1880, private means.   



Clara Winifred Magor of The Close, Winsford, died 15/12/1966 at Blenheim Road, Nursing Home, 
Minehead.   

Richard Manuel Blaney Magor of Northfield, Minehead, died 20/9/1933. Probate to Catherine Blaney 
Magor, Spinster, Edward Manuel Magor, Tea Broker. £207390.18s. 6d.  

Transcription of VAD card: “address Northfield, Minehead.  Service from October 1916 to March 1919.  
5000 hours.” Athough living in Minehead she seems to have served at hospitals in Chelmsford.   

  



MARLEY,THOMAS   

WSFP, 4/11/1905: “Death of Mr Thomas Marley”.  “On Wednesday in last week there passed away at  
Canton Cardiff Mr Thomas Marley who was well known and respected at Minehead and Porlock at both 
which places he formerly lived.  Mr Marley who was within about a month of his 71st birthday has long 
been suffering from a serious and painful illness and has undergone several operations for his temporary 
relief his case being hopeless.  For some months he has been confined to his bed but was conscious and 
took a keen interest up to the last in all that passed on around.   

Mr Marley was of a Porlock family and lived in the early part of his time at West Porlock having been 
almost the whole of his life connected with the sea as Master of Vessels trading between the Western 
Ports and Ireland and the Continent.  When he gave up a searfaring life about 20 years ago he came to 
Minehead and lived in Bampton Street afterwards moving to Park Street when his son J B Marley opened 
a jewellrybusines there.  The greater part of his time has been since spent at Minehead broken in later 
years by long visits to his married daughter at Cardiff, Mrs James Stenner at whose house he died.  Mr 
Marley’s wife died some 15 years ago at Minehead where she was buried and on Saturday her husband 
was laid to rest in the same grave in the parish churchyard. 

The body arrived by train on that day and was taken to the Wesleyan Chapel where the first part of the 
funeral service was held, the service both here and at the church yard being conducted by the Rev J Peters 
Superintendent of the Minehead circuit.  The relatives present were Messrs Thomas Marley and Robert 
Marley (sons), R Marley of Porlock Weir (brother), John Marley of Porlock (nephew), Thomas Stenner of 
Cardiff (grandson) and H Gard of Bridgend (son in law), some of the tradesmen of the town and other 
friends of the deceased followed among them being Messrs W Shrives, G Brown, I Floyd, E J Foy, E Stoate 
and R Lewis.  A number of very handsome wreaths were contributed by relatives and friends.  Mr or to 
call him by the title by which he was better known, Captain Marley had led a quiet and useful rather than 
eventful career but a seafaring life can never be without some exciting incidents.   

Among the possessions of his son J B Marley is a large and powerful telescope such as are used in the navy 
which belonged to his father and upon it is the inscription: “Presented by Her Majesty’s Government to 
Captain Thomas Marley Master of the Schooner “Friendship” of Watchet in recognition of his humanity 
and kindness to the Master and Crew of the Steamer “Waterwitch” of Belfast whom he rescued from their 
waterlogged and disabled vessel on 6 November 1861”. 

On that occasion Captain Marley fell in with the disabled steamer in the Irish Sea during a very heavy gale.  
He stayed by the foundering ship during the whole night and at considerable peril he and some volunteers 
from his crew managed to save the whole of the crew of the disabled ship between 20 to 30 in number 
taking them on board the “Friendship”.  4 magnificent dogs belonging to the owner of the vessel on finding 
themselves abandoned sent up such piteous cries that Captain Marley and his men attempted to return 
at their risk of their lives and save them also which they did and the dogs were presented to him by the 
owner.  The crew of the vessel which afterwards founded were landed at Watchet and here an address 
and a purse of money were presented to Captain Marley in recognition of his intrepidity and kindness.   

On another occasion when sailing his own vessel “The Philip and Eliza” near St Ives he was run down by a 
steamer and he and his brother, Thomas with the rest of the crew, 2 in number lost everything, the vessel 
sinking within 3 minutes of the collision and the crew being only just saved”.  

Thomas Marley of Minehead died 25/10/1905 at 1 Nottingham Street, Canton, Cardiff; probate to Thomas 
Marley Brickworks Manager and John Brown Marley, Builder.   



1841 Census: Porlock Weir.  Betsy Marley, 45, wife.  Robert Marley, 15, Mariner.  Thomas Marley, 6.  
William Hill, 75, Clothier.  

Thomas Marley baptised 29/3/1835, Porlock.  Father John Marley, Sailor; mother Betsty; residence 
Porlock Weir.  

June 10 1859 Parish of Charles; Thomas Marley, Mariner (father John Marley, Mariner) married Elizabeth 
Margaret Brown, 1 Camden Street Plymouth (father Samuel Brown, Innkeeper) at Charles Church 
Plymouth.   

Elizabeth Margaret Brown baptised 4/8/1839 – parents Samuel and Sarah (Jago), Lambhay Street, 
Waterman, Parish of Charles, Plymouth.   

1851 Census: Jersey Packett Inn, Sutton Wharf, Charles The Martyr, Plymouth.  Samuel Brown, 51, Mariner 
born Cornwall.  Sarah Brown, 45, Licenced Victualler, born Saltash.  Elizabeth M Brown, 11, born Plymouth.    

1861 Census:  Porlock Weir.  John Marley, 62, widower, Mariner.  Elizabeth Marley 21, son’s/Mariner’s 
wife, born Plymouth.  Elizabeth Sarah Marley, 10 months, daughter, born Porlock.  

1861 Census:  St Ives Pier, Vessels – Crew of “Friendship” .  Thomas Marley, 26, Master, born Porlock.  
Thomas Burnett, 27, Mate, born Minehead.  John Bushen, 23, born Minehead.  Thomas Groves, 18. 

1871 Census:  Porlock.  Elizabeth Marley, 31, Captain’s Wife, born Plymouth.  Elizabeth Marley, 10, born 
Porlock.  Thomas Marley, 8, born Porlock.  John Marley, 6, born Porlock.  Samuel Marley, 4, born Porlock.  
Robert Marley, 2, born Porlock.  Annie, 5 months, born Porlock.  John Marley, father, 74, born Porlock.   

1881 Census:  West Porlock.  Elizabeth Marley, 42.  Elizabeth Marley, 20.  John Marley, 16 Apprentice 
Watchmaker.  Samuel Marley, 14.  Robert Marley, 12.  Annie Marley, 10.  

1881 Census: - Crew of the “Thomas Edwin”, Glamorgan Wales.  Thomas Marley, 46, Master, born Porlock.  
Thomas Marley, 18, mate, born Porlock.   

1901 Census:  “Cartref” 5 Blenheim Gardens, Minehead.  John B Marley, 36, Brick and Tile Manufacturer, 
born Porlock.  Ruby M Marley, 35, born Cardiff.  Gwendoline Marley, 8, born Minehead.  Alverda P Marley, 
5, born Minehead.  Gladys, 4, born Minehead.  John Owen Marley, 2, born Minehead.  Thomas Marley, 
father, 66, widower, Retired Mariner, born Porlock.  

Elizabeth Margaret Marley buried 16/5/1891.   

1891 Census: Park Street, Minehead.  John B Marley, 26, Watchmaker, Jeweller, born Porlock.  Thomas 
Marley, father, 56, Master Mariner born Porlock.  Elizabeth M Marley Mother, 51, born Plymouth.  Annie 
M B Marley, sister, single, 20, born Porlock.  Thomas R Stenner, nephew, 4, born Minehead.   

Children of Thomas Marley:  

1) Elizabeth Sarah Marley. Baptised 16/6/1860, birth registered 3rd Quarter 1860. 31/5/1884 at the 
Wesleyan Chapel Dunster James 3rd son of Mr R Stenner of West Lynch to Elizabeth Sarah eldest daughter 
of Captain Marley of Minehead.  6/2/1933 at “Dunkery” St Fagans Road, Cardiff, Elizabeth Sarah beloved 
wife of the late James Stenner.  
2) Thomas Marley. Baptised 25/5/1862, birth registered 3rd Quarter 1862. 1876 Thomas Marley “boy” 
aboard “Fanny” registered Bridgwater, owner Robert Marley.  He married Louisa Woolcock 
(Schoolmistress) 4th Quarter 1887 Cardiff (she died 31/7/1928 “Pendennis” Irnham Road, Minehead.  1891 
Census: Quay Street, Minehead: Louisa Marley, 28, Mariner’s Wife, born Kea, Cornwall; Elizabeth J Marley, 



2, born Feock, Cornwall.  1901 Census: 12 Summerland Street, Minehead: Thomas Marley, 38, Master 
Mariner, born Porlock; Louisa Marley, 38, born Truro, Cornwall; Elizabeth Jane Marley, 12, born Truro, 
Cornwall.  Thomas James Marley, 6, born Minehead. 1911 Census: 10 Holloway Street, Thomas Marley, 
48, Brickmaker.  Louisa Marley, 48, 23 years married. Elizabeth Jane Marley, 21.  Thomas James Marley, 
16, Grocer’s Apprentice. Thomas Marley of “Pendennis” 54, Irnham Road, died 28/1/1945.  Administration 
to Thomas James Marley, Tobacconist and Arthur Newton, Grocer.   
3) John  Brown Marley – see separate notes. 
4) Samuel Brown Marley.  Birth registered 4th Quarter 1866. 26/9/1893 Samuel Brown Marley, 27, 
Cabinet Maker, residence Newport, Monmouthshire, father Thomas Edwin Marley, Captain in Merchant 
Marine, married Emma Jane Stone, 26, residence Kingswood, father William, Shoemaker at Stogumber 
Church.  1901 Census: 5 Summerland Street, Minehead.  Samuel Marley, 34, born Porlock.  Jane Marley, 
33, born Stogumber.  Ruby Marley, 7, born Minehead. Clara Marley, 6, born Minehead.  Nora H Marley, 
1, born Minehead. 1911 Census: “Sunfield”, Summerland Avenue, Minehead.  Samuel Brown Marley, 44, 
Builder.  Emma Jane Marley, 43, 17 years married.  Ruby Margaret Marley, 16, Girl Clerk at Chemist.  Clara 
Mary Marley, 15.  Norah Florence Marley, 11.  Samuel George Marley, 8.  Samuel Brown Marley died 1st 
Quarter 1933. 1939 Register: “Baneberry” Bircham Road, Alcombe.  Emma Marley, born 25/9/1867.  
Norah F Marley born 27/11/1899.  Emma Jane Marley of “Baneberry”, Alcombe, 4/12/1943 
administration to Samuel George Marley, Chemist and Norah F Marley.  
5) Robert Marley baptised 31/1/1869, birth registered 1st Quarter 1869.  
6) Anna Maria Brown Marley, born 6/10/1870, married Henry Gard 3rd Quarter 1892 Williton.  Henry 
Gard born Minehead 16/2/1865.  She died 23/9/1942 Merthyr Maur Glamorgan.   

Thomas Marley Maritime Career 1863 – 1876:  

1863 Master “Friendship”, Sail, Registered Bridgwater, owner W H P Hole, Watchet.  

1864 As above. 

1866 “Friendship”.  Master and Owner, Thomas Marley, Porlock.  

1867 As above. 

1868 Owner now Henry G Hole, Watchet. 

1870 Owner T Marley, West Porlock. 

1871/2 As above. 

1873 “Friendship” Owner E Withers, Bridgwater.  Master T Marley. 

1876 “Fanny Thomas”.  T Marley, Master, Robert Marley, Owner, Porlock Weir.  

Weston Super Mare Gazette 16/11/1861, Saturday: “Watchet: Loss of Vessel in the Bristol Channel”.  “The 
Schooner “Friendship”, Marley, arrived at Watchet, on Thursday evening from Cork, having received the 
crew – 18 in number – of the Screw Steamer “Water Witch”, of Belfast, from Glasgow for Aporto (General 
Cargo), which sailed from Glasgow on the 2nd and encountered heavy weather having been struck by 
several seas, which broke her rudder in two pieces and caused a heavy leak in the engine room, the 
steamer being unmanageable and the water fast gaining on the pumps with 9ft of water in the hold.  The 
crew saved by Schooner “Friendship” which bore down to their assistance and succeeded in getting the 
whole on board the “Friendship”, a heavy sea running at the time.  Captain La Pean and Officers speak in 
high terms of the kind care and attention received from Captain Marley, by whom they were saved, who 
gave up his cabin entirely for the wants of the crew.” 



WSFP 23/11/1861: “Proposed Testimonial to Captain Marley”.  “Whereas, on the morning of the 6th 
November 1861, wind blowing a gale from the South West, the Screw Steamship “Waterwitch” 500 tons 
burthen, of the Port of Belfast, Henry Le Pan Master, carrying a crew of 18 men, including Master and 
Officers, and bound from Glasgow to Aporto, with a general cargo, previously having encountered bad 
weather, shipped to heavy seas which swept her decks and carried away her rudder, thereby causing the 
ship to become unmanageable and in a sinking state.  And whereas same morning the Schooner 
“Friendship” Watchet, Port of Bridgwater, 110 tons burthen, whereof Thomas Marley Master, and bound 
from Cork to Watchet, fell in with the above mentioned steamship, under signals of distress, about 60 
miles West South West from Milford.  Captain Marley immediately hoved the Schooner to and after great 
exertions succeeded in rescuing the Master, Officers and Crew of the distressed steamer and getting them 
on board his vessel.  After lying by 12 hours in sight of the ill fated steamship which ultimately must have 
foundered as the sea was breaking over her in all directions, and night coming on, Captain Marley 
proceeded with the “Friendship” to his port of destination which he reached on the night of the 7thinst 
where he landed all in safety.” 

WSFP 18/1/1862: “Presentation to Captain Marley at Watchet”.  “On Monday afternoon last Sir A A Hood 
Bart MP and Sir P P F P Acland Bart attended at the room over the Market House in Watchet (which was 
kindly lent for the occasion by the Countess of Egremont) for the purpose of presenting to Captain Marley 
Master of the Schooner “Friendship” belonging to the Port of Watchet, a telescope and case of the value 
of 10 guineas awarded by H M Government on the veracity of the report of HM Coastguard Officers, and 
sent to Mr E Ford, Custom House, Watchet as an acknowledgement of Captain Marley’s humanity and 
kindness to the Master and Crew consisting of 18 men of the Steamer “Waterwitch” of Belfast and rescued 
them from a watery grave; also a flag given by the Shipwrecked Fishermen and Mariners Society and a 
purse of money subscribed by the inhabitant of the neighbourhood.  Total amount raised £20 4s - £15 3s 
to Captain Marley: Charles Tucker – Mate £2: Thomas Groves, Seaman £1.11s; Thomas Perkins, Seaman, 
£1.10s. 

The inscription read “Presented by Her Majesty’s Government to Captain Thomas Marley Master of the 
Schooner “Friendship” of Watchet in acknowledgement of his humanity and kindness to the Master and 
Crew of the Steamer “Waterwitch” of Belfast whom he rescued from their waterlogged and disabled 
vessel on the 6th November 1861.” 

Sunderland Daily Echo & Shipping Gazette, 26/7/1875, Monday: “Shields Steamer in Collision”. “The 
Steamer “Burmese” (Luck) of North Shields which arrived at Cardiff on Saturday night brought the Master, 
Thomas Marley and Crew of the Schooner “Philip & Eliza” of Swansea, which vessel she ran into and sunk 
off St Ives Head on Friday morning . The schooner was coal laden bound from Newport Monmouthshire 
to Plymouth.  The schooner’s crew say that there was not any lookout on board the steamer.” 

South Wales Daily News: 26/7/1875: “Sinking of a Swansea Schooner in the Bristol Channel”.  “The Screw 
Steamer “Burmese” of North Shields, Captain Luck, which arrived in Cardiff Friday night brought the 
Master and Crew of the Schooner “Philip & Eliza” to Swansea, which vessel she ran into and sank on Friday 
morning off St Ives Head.  The Steamer was bound from Newport (Mon) to Plymouth with coal and on the 
morning in question the weather being fine and clear she ran into the Schooner which sank. The crew 
escaped in their boat and were picked up by the steamer and treated kindly.  The names of the rescued 
men are Thomas Marley (Master), Thomas Sparkes, Tom Webber and Thomas Marley the Captain’s son.  
The Master and men who lost all their effects report that there was not any look out on board the steamer 
when the disaster occurred.  



Bristol Mercury 31/7/1875: “The Master and Crew of the Schooner “Philip and Eliza” were landed at 
Cardiff on Friday night by the Screw Steamer “Burmese” of North Shields.  It appears that the Schooner 
(Captain Marley) was on a voyage, coal laden from Newport to Plymouth and that morning, Friday at 9.30, 
when she was off St Ives Head, the weather being bright and clear, she was run into and sunk by the 
“Burmese”. The crew of the Schooner just managed to save themselves in their own boat.  The Steamer 
stopped, lowered a boat and took the shipwrecked crew on board.  Captain Luck The Master did all he 
could for the comfort of the men.  It is asserted there was no look out on board the steamer when the 
accident took place.” 

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette: 9/8/1875: “Burmese (S) Report of James Joseph Luck, Master of the 
Steamer Burmese of North Shields, 1268 tons from London on 21 July for Cardiff (Ballast).” “On Friday 
23rd at 9.30 a.m, weather fine, wind west (4) the ship was steering north east by east/east going full speed, 
Cape Cornwall bearing south west by south about 8 miles.  I was stationed on the Bridge and A B Seaman 
at the wheel.  It was the Second Master’s Watch.  I observed a small schooner some distance on my port 
bow reaching in towards the shore on his starboard tack.  I considered she was going clear of us and I 
went into my chart room next to the wheelhouse to see the state of the tide and had not been there three 
minutes when I came out and saw the schooner had got close under our starboard bow.  During the few 
minutes of my absence she had come about.  The collision was immediate.  Our stern on the starboard 
side struck the port side of her stern opening the wooden ends about 6 inches.  The water rushed in and 
she being deep laden sank in about 5 to 10 minutes.  Before the collision I stopped the engines.  The 
Engineer obeyed my orders immediately and reversed full speed.  I ran to the wheel which I had ordered 
hard a-port  My Helmsman said “She is under starboard helm.”.  I helped him then to put it hard a-
starboard.  Just before the collision the Watch on deck were engaged in setting my main top gallant sails 
which at the time deprived me of their services which also had taken the Second Mate’s attention from 
his Watch.  Immediately on collision I lowered one of my boats which was hanging in davits outside all 
ready and I believe my boat was in the water in one minute.  In the meantime the Crew of the Schooner 
“The Philip and Eliza” had launched their boat and got into her.  My boat met them and they came on 
board my vessel and I brought them to Cardiff.  July 24 Cardiff.” 

“”Philip and Eliza” Report of Thomas Marley Master of the Fore and Aft Schooner “Philip and Eliza” of 
Swansea from Newport on 19 July for New Passage, Port of Plymouth, With 91 tons of Coals”.  “On the 
23rd at about 10.00 a.m. the tide on the ebb, weather fine and the wind west by north, light, the said 
Schooner was on her port tack heading about NNW going about 2 -2.5 knots.  I had been on this tack 3 to 
4 minutes before we were struck.  I first saw the Steamer some 4 to 5 miles distant.  I was then working 
down Channel on my starboard tack and I pursued this course heading towards the land on the English 
land.  I had the Steamboat’s port side well open on my starboard and in this way she approached us at 
full speed.  As she neared me I saw there was likely to be a collision.  Two of my hands were at this time 
below.  I was at the Helm myself and immediately put the Helm hard over to bring my vessel about on her 
port tack.  I made the remark to my man, “There is no one on the look out on board that Steamer and if 
we don’t put the ship about she will go right over us”.  I was looking through my opera glass at her and I 
could also see with my naked eye that there were none on the look out.  I did put my vessel about and 
then I saw the Steamer had starboarded his Helm and immediately there was a collision, the Steamer’s 
bow cutting into my port bow.  The water rushed in and we barely had time to save our lives.  Two of my 
hands were in their shirts and drawers.  We shoved our boat through the gangway and we had but just 
got clear when our vessel went down.  At this time I believe St Ives Head or SSW about 7 miles.  As we 
pulled towards the Steamer we met their boat.” 

  



MARTIN,  FREDERICK  ADAM  SANFORD   

Private 457322 (Territorial Force number), RAMC, 2nd/1st Wessex Field Ambulance, died 3/6/1917.  
Commemorated Brandhoek Military Cemetery.   

2nd/1st Wessex Field Ambulance were a part of 24th Field Ambulance attached to the 8th Division.  He was 
the son of Adam Sanford Martin and Miriam Frances of  “The Pines”, Alcombe.   

He enlisted 20/10/1914 (RAMC 2152) at Cullompton where he was born.  Aged 18 he was an Engineer’s 
Apprentice.  He served at Home from 20/10/1914 to 13/1/1916.  Embarked at Southampton 14/1/1916 
and disembarked Le Havre 15/1/1916.  He was on leave in UK 17/12/1916 to 27/121916.  Home address 
at attestation was “Rose Bank”, Alcombe.  On 5/1/1917 he received his first Good Conduct Badge.   

As well as his name appearing on the Alcombe Memorial he is listed on the Memorial Bronze Plaque to 
the RAMC 24th Field Ambulance in Exeter Cathedral.   

The 1st and 2nd 24th (Wessex) Field Ambulances were Territorial Units.  A Field Ambulance was the name 
of a Base Post to which men were taken for initial treatment after being injured.  Each Field Ambulance 
was composed of 10 Officers and 224 men.    

1911 Census, Cullompton High Street.  Adam Sanford Martin, 47, Grocer, born Tavistock.  Miriam Frances, 
43, born Teignmouth (nee Drake), 16 years married.  Fred Adam Sanford Martin, 14, School.  Geoffrey 
Richard Lex Martin aged 9, born Cullompton.   

Adam Sanford Martin of   “Heanton”, Alcombe, died 27/1/1933; Miriam Frances Martin of 35 Fownes 
Road, Alcombe, died 9/2/1950. 

On 3/6/1917 the 24th Ambulance was at Godewaersvelde, a village on the Belgium Border about 15 
kilometres South West of Ypres and half way between Poperinghe and Hazebrouck.   

“A British anti-aircraft shell failing to explode fell in the hospital and killed Private Martin, one who was 
much liked and greatly missed and who had been with the unit since the early days”. 

14/6/1917 North Devon Journal: “Private Fred Martin (RAMC) who has been killed in action was a son of 
Mr and Mrs A Martin of Minehead, formerly of Cullompton.  The deceased was an Old Boy of Ashleigh 
Road School, Barnstaple, having as a child lived with his aunts, the late Mrs Bowden and Miss Gaydon of 
South Street, Newport.  Private Martin was about 20 years old”.   

MARTIN,  JACK 

Jack Martin Ordinary Seaman, born Minehead, drowned at sea, 6/8/1918, aged 18.  He was aboard 
“Chrysolite” (58190), registered Manchester. The Chrysolite was lost due to  collision with the S S Gerent.  
For details see entry for J W Redd.   

1901 Census, Quay Street, Minehead.  William H Martin, 35, Sailor in Merchant Service, born Minehead.  
Hannah, 33.  Ruth, 11.  William H, 10.  Lucille, 8.  Elizabeth A, 5.  Jack, 6 months.  All born Minehead.  Jack 
was baptised 26/10/1900 and his birth registered fourth quarter 1900.   

1911 Census, 51 Quay Street.  William Henry Martin, 45, Fisherman.  Hannah Martin, 43, married 22 years.  
Ruth, 21, single, Dressmaker.  William Henry, 20, House Painter.  Lucille, 18, General Domestic Servant.  
Elizabeth, 15.  Jack 10.  

There is a picture of Minehead Sea Scouts about 1911 showing Jack Martin and Clement Hunt amongst 
others.  



MASON,  FREDERICK  CHARLES 

Born 28/7/1883, Minehead; married 3/6/1915 at Bath to Alice Smith; died 26/2/1919.  Father, Thomas 
Mason and mother, Sarah Jane Poole.  His daughter, Violet Irene Mason born 24/7/1918.   

1901 Census.  3 Victoria Terrace, Alcombe.  Thomas Mason, 45, Fire Man in Brick Kiln, born Bedminster, 
Bristol.  Sarah Jane, 44, born Minehead.  Ada Ethel, 21, born Minehead, Dressmaker.  William, 19, born 
Minehead, Tinsmith.  Frederick Charles, 17, born Minehead, Carpenter.   

1911 Census. 9 Victoria Terrace, Alcombe.  Thomas Mason, 55, Brick Burner.  Sarah Jane, 54, 32 years 
married.  William Thomas, 29, single, Greengrocer.  Frederick Charles, 27, single, Carpenter.  

Enlisted 7/11/1914 Minehead in the Territorial Force, 5th Battalion Somerset Light Infantry No. 20279, L 
Company.  May 1915 transferred to ASC and then Royal Defence Corps then 29/4/1916, No. 25999.  
Discharged 12/3/1917, no longer physically fit for Military Service due to Grave’s Disease.    

Address on enlistment was Royston Villa, Victoria Road, and he was 31.  Next of kin listed as brother 
William of “Kimberly House”, Alcombe. His total service in the Territorial Force “At Home” was 2 years 
126 days between 7/11/1914 to 12/3/1917.  He had been admitted to Dartford War Hospital 5/7/1916 to 
9/9/1916 (67 days) and then transferred to the Royal Herbert Hospital, Woolwich, described as suffering 
from Grave’s Disease.   

On 10/1/1918 he was finally declared 100 per cent disabled in qualifying for a War Pension, Chelsea 
No.3502, granted due to Grave’s Disease.   

 Frederick Charles Mason of 9 Hopcott Terrace, Alcombe, died 26/2/1919, leaving widow, Alice Mason.   

 

  



MAUD, ISABELLA  LUCY   

Isabella Lucy Vyne born 2/4/1860; baptised 1/5/1860, Bycullar, Bombay, India; Father, Henry, Mother, 
Annie (Anne daughter of Gregory Cuff Martin of Sligo).   

1871 Census:  Bishops Hull: Henry Vyne, 36, Landowner, born Oxford; Annie 34, born Sligo; Mordaunt H 
Vyne, 8, born Bombay; Roland M Vyne, 6, born Brighton; Isabella L Vyne, 11, born Bombay.   

11/5/1859 at Hove Church, Brighton, Henry only son of Henry Mordaunt Martin Vyne of Satterleigh 
Barton, North Devon to Annie only daughter of the late Gregory Cuff Martin of Sligo.  

1881 Census: 1 Rochfort Place, Bathwick, Bath.  Henry Vyne, 46 annuitant born Oxford.  Annie Vyne, 43 
born Sligo; Isabella Lucy, 21 born Bombay; Mordaunt Henry, 18; Roland M, 16, and Loftus St George, 8.  

Henry Vyne born 11/1/1859; died 30/3/1895; buried Teignmouth.  

1891 Census: 5 Brunswick St Teignmouth, Henry Vyne, 56 living on his income; Annie, 54; Loftus 18, 
student of science, born Teignmouth.  

Isabella L Vyne married Wilfred George Marshall, 10/4/1881 Bathwick St Mary.   

1891 Census: The Elm, Staplegrove, Taunton.  Wilfred G Marshall, 35, JP living on own means, born 
Taunton; Isabella L Marshall, 31, born Bombay. 

1901 Census: Norton Manor, Norton Fitzwarren, Wilfred Marshall, 48 born Wilton, Taunton; Isabella L 
Marshall, 40, born Bombay.  

Wilfred George Marshall of Norton Manor, Taunton, died 23/4/1904 left £238352. 

Marshall W G of Norton Manor near Taunton, son of J E Marshall of Belmont Park, Taunton; Eton 1864 to 
1870; Exeter College Oxford; formerly Master of Taunton Vale Foxhounds; afterwards Master of West 
Somerset Hounds; JP Somerset; married Isabella Lucy daughter of Henry Vyne, died 23/4/1904.   

Isabella Lucy Marshall married William Hartley Maud 25/7/1906; London St George, Hanover Square; he 
was a Captain in the Somerset Light Infantry. 

1911 Census 57 Eton Square, London.  William Hartley Maud, 42, Captain, Reserve of Officers; Isabella 
Lucy Maud, 51, born Malabar Hill, Bombay.   

Kelly’s 1919 shows Mrs Hartley Maud at “Holmleigh”, The Esplanade, Minehead; Kelly’s 1927 shows her 
at Periton Mead. 

Isabella Lucy Maud of Periton Mead, Minehead wife of William Hartley Maud died 12/2/1935. 

Transcription of VAD card: “Address “Holmleigh”, Minehead; service 1915 at Minehead Hospital; a very 
generous and helpful worker (500 hours) about 250 attendances.  Left to live in the country here when 
the air raids began and nursed  at Minehead.   

  



MAY,ALICE  and family 

F W Hancock in his History of the Parish of Selworthy (1897).  Expresses his indebtedness to Miss Alice 
May for her contribution to the chapter on the “Flora of The Holnicote Valley” which included the 
illustrations to be found on page 256 of some rare flowers found at Selworthy.  In his later book on the 
history of Minehead (1903) Alice was responsible for Chapter 9 on “The Flora of Minehead” and the 
illustrations opposite page 406 all signed “A M”.  That she was a botanist and recorder of the local flora 
was emphasised by the following: 1) Proceedings of the Somersetshire Archaeological and Natural History 
Society 1890, which records about 80 water coloured drawings of the flora of West Somerset attributed 
to Alice.  2) A record in The Journal of Botany 1894: “Silene Conica L yesterday I received from Miss Alice 
May of Minehead a fine plant of Silene Conica which she gathered on The Warren. She speaks of a small 
patch”.   

WSFP 5/12/1896: “Death and funeral of Mr F May”.  “On Thursday week at his residence, 4 Blenheim 
Terrace, after a few weeks illness, there passed away at the goodly age of 83 years, a well known resident.  
Though the last years of his life spent in Minehead have been quiet and uneventful Mr May has been in 
his time an energetic man of business, an earnest worker in social and political matters and a keenly 
intellectual man who was brought into touch with many noted and famous men of his day and though 
attaining to a considerable age his facilities never failed him to the last.  Back in the forties he was a printer 
and publisher at Taunton having succeeded to the business of Mr Thomas Poole which he carried on for 
many years.  In 1855 he became the Proprietor of “The Taunton Courier” which had been started by J W 
Marriott in 1808 and Mr May continued for twenty years to conduct the paper becoming one of the 
pioneers of cheap newspapers by bringing out in connection with it the “Taunton Gazette and Farmer’s 
Journal”, the first penny newspapers in Taunton.   

He was also intimately concerned with the founding of the Somerset Archaeological Society and the 
establishing of the Museum in Taunton.   

About twenty years ago Mr May with his family came to reside in Alcombe and the last eight years of his 
life in Minehead where he was much respected.  He died 26/11/1896.” 

Alice May was baptised 22/6/1843, Fore Street, Taunton.  Father, Frederick, Stationer; mother, Mary 
Charlotte.  Her birth was registered 2nd Quarter 1843 Taunton (mother’s maiden surname Clark).   

26/7/1838 Frederick May married Mary Charlotte Clark, Dorchester, Dorset.   

Mary Charlotte May died 4th Quarter 1844, buried 19/12/1844 aged 31 of Fore Street, Taunton.   

Frederick May, widower, married Emma Henderson 7/5/1846 at Bristol (she died 2/4/1891 at 4 Blenheim 
Terrace Minehead aged 72.   

1851 Census: Mary Street, Taunton, Private School, William Chappell Ball, Professor of Music, Alice May, 
7, pupil.   

1861 Census: 68 High Street, Taunton.  Frederick May, 47, Printer and Bookseller employing 10 men and 
2 boys.  Frances 21, daughter, Assistant.  Agnes 20, daughter, governess.  Alice daughter 17, Assistant.  
Joseph W, son, 14.  Whitrow, son, 10. Frederick, son 5.   

1871 Census:  67 High Street, Taunton.  Frederick May 57, Bookseller and Printer born Bridgwater.  Emma, 
wife, 52 born Taunton.  Frances, Daughter, 31, Assistant in the Business, born Taunton.  Alice May, 27, 
Governess, born Taunton.  Frederick, 15 Scholar, born Taunton.  Susan May, 93, mother, born North 
Tawton, Devon.   



1881 Census: Alcombe.  Frederick May 67, retired Bookseller born Bridgwater.  Emma May, 62, born 
Taunton.  Frances S May, 40 born Taunton.  Janet Knight, Visitor, 38, born Bridgwater. 

1881 Census:  Burnside, Irvine, Ayshire.  George Brown, 57, Provost and West Indian and Brazil Merchant 
born Irvine.  Agnes J Brown, 40, wife, born Taunton.  Anita Brown, daughter 10, born Irvine.  Frederick M 
Brown, 11 months, born Irvine.  Katherine E May, Sister in Law, 32, Artist. 

Dunster 4/6/1878 George Brown, widower, Merchant of Irvine Ayrshire, married Agnes Jane May, 
Spinster.   

1881 Census:  Cottage, Stoke St Mary, Somerset.  William Major, 59, Pensioner.  Elizabeth Major, 52.  Alice 
May, Lodger, 37, Governess, born Taunton.   

1891 Census:  4 Blenheim Terrace, Minehead.  Frederick May, 77, Retired Bookseller, born Bridgwater.  
Emma May, 72, born Taunton.  Frances May, daughter born Taunton.  Alice May, 47, daughter, born 
Taunton.  Katherine E May, 42, Artist (portrait).  The 1871 Census lists her at 71 Thistle Grove Terrace, 
Chelsea aged 22 and an Art Student.   

1901 Census:  Alcombe Terrace.  Frances Susan May, 58, single, born Taunton.  Alice May, 54, sister, born 
Taunton.  Frederick May Brown, 20, nephew. 

1911 Census:  3 The Terrace, Alcombe.  Frances Susan May, 70.  Alice May, 67.  Katherine May, 62.  
Frederick May Brown, nephew, Artist, born Irvine, Ayr.  

Frances Susan May of 3 The Terrace, Alcombe, died 26.1.1919. 

Alice May of “Reeford” Wooton Courtenay, spinster, died 28/10/1925 at Minehead and West Somerset 
Hospital. 

Katherine Emma May of “Reeford” Wooton Courtenay, died 26/8/1929 at “Ridgmount”, Tregonwell Road, 
Minehead.   

Joseph William May died 4/7/1866 aged 19; Whitrow May died 1/9/1870 aged 19.   

Frederick May (baptised 6/12/1855); in 1891 he was at 36 Brunswick Square, Littleworth, Gloucester, a 
lodger, and stockbroker aged 34.  In 1896 he attended his father’s funeral.   

  



MAYALL, ELSIE   

1911 Census: “Fairleigh”, Marshfield Road, Alcombe.  Elsie Mayall 39, single, private means, born 
Liverpool.  Annie Drewry, 38, sick nurse, Eliza Rebecca Farmer, 17. 

1939 Register:  79 Marshfield Road, Alcombe, Elsie Mayall, born 25/6/1871 private means, crippled.   

Elsie Mayall of “Fairleigh” Marshfield Road, Alcombe, Minehead, died 22.8.1960 at Glenleigh Nursing 
Home, 21 Irnham Road, Minehead.   

Transcription of VAD card:  “address Alcombe, Minehead.  Orderly, service December 1915 to still working 
if required”.  

  



MEGGITT,  JOHN  MORLEY 

Driver 2594533, died 14/5/1944, aged 33.  9th Indian Division Signals, Royal Corps of Signals.  Son of Nancy 
Meggitt; husband of Freda Ellen Meggitt of Minehead.  Buried in Sai Wan Cemetery, North East of the 
island of Hong Kong. 

J M Meggitt, 31 Huntvale Road, Bournemouth, died 14/5/1944 on War Service.   

1939 Register.  45 Iddesleigh Road, Bournemouth.  John M Meggitt,  born 11/7/1910, Furnishings 
Salesman, married.  Ethel N Meggitt, born 28/1/1896, Widow.   

J M Meggitt married Freda Ellen Gunner, March 1936, registered Aldershot. 

1939 Register General Hospital, Cheltenham, Freda E Meggitt born 18/10/1907, Saleswoman, Drapery 
Store.  

Freda Ellen Meggitt of 7 Holloway Street, Minehead, died 3/12/1987. 

He had been a prisoner of war, died from beri-beri and his grave was at Mantoroku, and next of kin given 
as Mrs Meggitt, 31 Huntvale Road, Bournemouth.  

 

  



MERCER, SOPHIA FANNY  

Address on VAD card given as 83 Summerland Avenue, Minehead.  Needleworker at home, shirts, socks, 
ties, treasure bags.  Nothing else found.   

  



MERSON, CLIFFORD 

Lance Corporal 27740 Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry, 6th (Service) Battalion.  Born Minehead, enlisted 
Birmingham, died 16/9/1916 aged 32.  Son of Sarah Merson, 9 The Avenue, Minehead, and husband of 
Florence Eva.  Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial.   

1891 Census.  Bickham, Timberscombe.  Sarah Ann Merson, Widow, 46, born Taunton.  Herbert Francis, 
son, 23, born Tiverton.  B Merson, daughter, 19, born Tiverton.  Lionel, son, 12, born Timberscombe.  
Clifford, son, 8, born Timberscombe.   

Francis Merson, his father died 25/11/1886. 

1901 Census.  “The Great House”, Timberscombe.  Sarah A Merson, widow, 55.  Clifford, 18, Art Student. 

1911 Census.  9 The Avenue, Minehead.  Sarah A Merson, widow, 66.  Lionel Chave Merson, son , 31, 
widower.  Clifford, single, 27, Farmer.   

In December, 1907 a partnership between Clifford and Lionel (Merson Brothers) had been dissolved.  
Located at Minehead and Wootton Courtenay they were described as Job Masters, Hunting Stable 
Proprietors and Farmers.   

25/11/1915 Clifford Merson, aged 32, Garage Manager, “Littlemore”, Warwick Road, Solihull, married 
Florence Eva Ricketts Je Boult, aged 21 of “Littlemore”, Warwick Road, Solihull.   

Eva was born in Dunster and in 1901 aged 7 was living with her widowed mother Mary Jeboult at “The 
Hermitage Cottage”, Combeland Road, Alcombe.  By 1911 her mother had remarried, (Richard Hewett), 
but was still located in Alcombe.   

16/9/1916 6th Service Battalion DCLI attacked Gird and Gird Support Trenches in front of Guedecourt.  The 
Battalion moved forward in a single wave at 9.25 a.m. but heavy machine gun fire from the right brought 
the assault to a standstill.  Renewed attack 6.55 p.m. failed.  Casualties 309 out of 350 that went over the 
top.   

6th DCLI were ordered to support the two forward Battalions, 10th Durham Light Infantry and 6th Somerset 
Light Infantry, by moving up to Gap Trench which ran for some 1400 yards in a South Easterly direction 
from the Southerly outskirts of Flers Village.  On 15/9/1916 they moved off from York Alley Trench and 
was settled in Gap Trench by 12.30 a.m.  

At 9.25 a.m. 16/9/1916 they were ordered to advance over the open and occupy the line of the Bulls Road 
(a portion of Flers Les Boeufs Road),  as the DLI and SLI were then advancing to the attack.   The objectives 
of 43 Brigade were Gird Trench and Gird Support Trench which covered all approaches to Guedecourt 
from the West.   

  



MILLIGAN,  SAMUEL 

Warrant Officer Class 1, (RSM), 2604693, Essex Regiment.  Died 7/5/1941.  Buried Minehead Cemetery.  
Son of Edward and Ellen Milligan; husband of Edith Mary Milligan of Minehead.   

Born 1897 Burnley, resident Manchester.   

Edith Mary Milligan of  “Pinecrest”, 66 Alcombe Road, Alcombe, Minehead, Widow, died 14/8/1963 at 
Frenchay Hospital, Bristol.   

Samuel Milligan died aged 44, registered Brentwood, Essex, June 1941. 

Samuel Milligan married Edith M Prescott, 3rd Quarter 1924, registered Williton, Somerset.  

1939 Register.  Brentwood, Great Warley Barracks.  Edith M Milligan, born 18/9/1901.  Dennis Milligan, 
born 10/2/1927.  Jeane Milligan, born 21/8/1933.   

Edith M Milligan born Luccombe, Somerset.  Baptised 3/11/1901.  Father, Charles, Mother, Lizzie 
Gertrude.  Residence: Luccombe Mill.   

  



MOORE,  CHARLES  LEWIS 

Charles Lewis Moore of Higher Woodcombe, Minehead, Lieutenant Royal Navy died at sea 14/9/1914.  
Lieutenant Royal Navy born Dublin 23/8/1888.  Son of Colonel Henry Moore and Mrs Annie Sophie 
Ruthven Moore  of Higher Woodcombe, Minehead.  Moore was educated at the Preparatory School in 
Acreman Street, Sherborne, Dorset, and at Wellington.  He joined the Royal Navy as a Naval Cadet at HMS 
Britannia on 15/1/1904.  He passed out from there 15/5/1905 and was appointed to 14100 ton Cruiser 
HMS Leviathan, Flagship of the 3rd Cruiser Squadron in the Mediterranean on the same date.  Promoted 
Midshipman 30/7/1905 and on 27/11/1906 appointed to the Cruiser Bacchante.  18/2/1908 joined 
Battleship HMS Bulwark.  21/9/1908 appointed to the Royal Naval College for Sub Lieutenant Course.  
26/3/1909 course completed with 2nd class passes in Seamanship, Pilotage, Gunnery and Torpedo.  
17/6/1909 appointed to Cruiser HMS Black Prince.  Promoted Lieutenant 1/4/1911.  15/8/1911 joined 
Submarines with appointment to HMS Arrogant (4th Submarine Flotilla) at Portsmouth for a course of 
instruction.  14/10/1913 loaned to Royal Australian Navy for three years to HMS Penguin as 1st Lieutenant 
on AE1.   28/2/1914, passage to Australia.   

Submarine AE1 was patrolling in the St George’s Straits off New Britain on 14/9/1914 when she vanished 
without trace.  35 Officers and men were lost.  The wreck was not found.  Moore was commemorated on 
the Plymouth War Memorial.  The loss of the AE1 was Australia’s oldest naval mystery until 20/12/2017 
when the wreck was finally found.   

In December 1910 Australia ordered two submarines from Vickers Maxim, Barrow.  They were boats of 
British “E” class and cost £105,000 each.  Delivered January 1914.  Six weeks later commissioned to the 
Royal Australian Navy, their 35 man crews having joined the boats earlier the same month.  Ideal for patrol 
and reconnaissance.  178 foot long, 15 knots surface, 9 knots dived.  Four torpedo tubes and no deck guns.   

The sister submarines AE1 and AE2 began their voyage to Australia 2/3/1914 escorted by HMS Eclipse.  
AE1 had to be subject to balancing tests before leaving England.  Reached Gibraltar March, 6, leaving for 
Malta March 9.  March 12 left Port Said.  Passage to Colombo HMS Eclipse replaced by “Yarmouth” then 
to Singapore meeting the Australian Escort HMAS Sydney on April 21.  April 25 left Djakarta, leaving for 
Darwin April 28 and arriving there May 5.  Headed for Sydney May 18 docking at Garden Island May 24. 

This was the longest submarine voyage ever undertaken.  Even though they had been towed for one third 
of the distance they had covered 13000 miles over 83 days.   

When war broke out Australian ships were tasked to attack the German Pacific Fleet.  The repaired 
submarines with Parent Ship “Upolo” joined an Australian Flotilla near Rabaul, New Britain, then the main 
island of German New Guinea.   

On September 14, AE1 and “Parrametta” were patrolling together near Cape Gazelle.  The ship and 
submarine were exchanging visual signals shortly before AE1 was last seen just before 3.30 p.m.  
Parrametta returned to AE1’s last position but did not sight the submarine.  Assuming AE1 was making for 
Harbour as planned Parrametta made for Herbertshole (Kokopo) anchoring at 7 p.m. 

AE1 was not found nor any wreckage and there was no Board of Enquiry held.  It was suggested AE1 may 
have over trimmed due to having one of her motors disabled.  It was lost on 14/9/1914 in St George’s 
Channel between German New Guinea and New Island.   

AE2 became the first to force the Dardanelles and attack Turkish ships and was scuttled when forced to 
surface due to unexplained trimming problems.   

After 103 years AE1 was located in waters off The Duke of York Islands, Papua, New Guinea.  



MOORE,  WALTER  JOHN 

Private 32410 1st Battalion East Lancs Regiment, died  4/10/1917.  Commemorated Tyne Cot Memorial.   

1891 Census, 2 Park Lane, Minehead.  Henry Moore, 37, born Monksilver, Gardener.  Mary Jane Moore, 
35, born Carhampton.  Ida, 13. Daisy M, 11, Arthur H, 8, Herbert G, 6.  Lily, 3.  Walter J, 1.  All born 
Minehead.  Walter baptised 6/10/1899 and birth registered 4th quarter 1899 at Williton.  

1901 Census, Summerland Street, Minehead.  Henry  Moore, 47, Greengrocer and Jobbing Gardener.  
Mary Jane, 45.  Herbert G, 16, Walter J, 11.   

1911 Census, 280 Claremont Road, Moss Side, Manchester.  Arthur Henry Moore, 27, born Minehead, 
Butcher.  Kate Lilian Moore, 23, born Manchester, married less than a year.  Walter John Moore, 21, 
brother, born Minehead, single, Butcher.   

The Soldiers’ Effects Register indicates Walter killed in action 4/10/1917, or died of wounds on/or after.  
Sole legatee his widow Agnes.   

Walter J Moore married Agnes Bishop, third quarter 1914 registered Chorlton, Lancashire.  

4/10/1917 Battle of Broodseinde, part of 3rd Ypres.  XIV Corps guarded the Northern flank of the attack.   

4th Division, 11th Brigade attacked at 6.a.m. with the 1st Somerset Light Infantry and the 1st Hampshire 
Regiment.  The 1st East Lancs were in support and 1st Rifle Brigade in reserve.   

Kangaroo Trench was taken with little trouble at 6.a.m.  but on reaching the road which was the first 
objective the Brigade was held up by Germans sheltering behind several rock piles.  These were cleared 
by small arms fire.  Fire from Lemnos House also held up the attack for a while.  On progressing to the 
Green Line the Somersets combined with the 1st East Lancs and outflanked Ferdan House which had been 
causing problems.  They came under machine gun fire from 19 Meter Hill while consolidating the Green 
Line. 

The following is from the History of the East Lancs Regiment in the Great War by L Nicholson.  Two 
Battalions, 1st Somerset Light Infantry on the right and 1st Hants on the left were detailed for the assault.  
The 1st East Lancs were in support of these.  C Company, less two platoons, was under the command of 
the Officer Commanding 1st Somerset Light Infantry for the express purpose of watching the right flank 
and filling in any gaps.  The other two platoons were employed as “pushers” on the Trolley Line whilst the 
remaining platoon was attached to B Company.   

The Battalion went into action with three companies.  D on the right under Captain Knight; A on the left 
under Captain Tinling, and B in support under Captain Sayers.   

The front occupied by two battalions for the assault lay about half way between Langemarck and 
Poelcapelle facing North East.  The forward troops of 1st East Lancs were about 200 yards in rear of this 
line.  The final objective was no more than about 1250 yards.  As far as the 11th Brigade was concerned 
the battle proceeded to plan so much so that the Brigade HQ ordered a new final objective three to four 
hundred yards further on.  

At about 2 p.m. troops were seen to be retiring from the location of 19 Meter Hill situated 1200 yards 
North West of Poelcapelle Church.  Captain Tinling directed A Company towards 19 Meter Hill thus 
protecting the exposed flank of 1st Hants.  D and B Companies followed.  Now the Battalion was 
disorganised with heavy casualties.  The further advance had to be abandoned.  Sergeant Cottam with 



fifty men established himself on the Eastern flanks of 19 Meter Hill and thus crushed an enemy counter 
attack.   

The War Diary of 1st East Lancs has the following account.  At Bridge Camp Elverdinghe.  On night of 2/3 
October left Bridge Camp at dusk and marched to Candle Trench (East of Pilckem) with HQ at Jolie Farm.  
Night ¾October 1917 left Candle Trench for Assembly Positions.  Men here by 1.30 a.m.   Zero hour 6.a.m. 
October 4 1917.   

Considerable machine gun fire from left.  From Zero Hour, enemy shelling with heavies, of areas White 
House, Bird House, Double Cotts, and Puff House was intent.  Situation up to 7 a.m. fine and Battalion 
consolidated East of Kangaroo Trench. 

Messages timed at 10 a.m. from all companies mention enemy shelling and heavy casualties but action 
proceeding to plan.  New Line of advance Beekvillers (Zero Hour for this 6.30 p.m.). 

At about 2 p.m. troops on our left streaming to rear laying bare the left flank of 1st Hants.  Captain Tinling 
directed his Company half left to 19 Meter Hill and the two other Companies followed.  During this 
advance there were many casualties among Officers and NCOs due to machine gun fire, including Captain 
Tinling.  2nd Lieutenant Webb was conspicuous in this attack and said the men were game for anything so 
long as they had leaders but without them they were almost useless.   

About 4 p.m. another counter attack brought back our troops who without leaders and with four to five 
regiments mixed up became thoroughly disorganised.  About 6.30 p.m. an SOS was sent up and the 
Artillery dropped a barrage which continued till dark.   

The action of 4/10/1917 was another triumph for 11th Brigade.  To re-organise was difficult as the troops 
were mixed up and the shell pitted ground was beyond description.  By 5th October Battalion marched to 
Brigade Reserve in Candle Trench with Battalion HQ at Stray Farm.  The total strength of the Battalion 
consisted of only 8 Officers and 220 Other Ranks.   

  



MORGAN,  LAURA   

Transcription of VAD card: “Miss Laura Morgan of Higher Town, Minehead. Service November 1914 to 
February 1915; Junior Nurse in the Wards and Ward Orderly, 650 hours.  Only worked a short time, short 
hours.  Had work at home as Laundress.  Left because she wasn’t allowed to do dressings.  Worked at the 
Yeomanry Hospital Minehead”. 

  



MURRAY, WALTER BRUCE 

Boy First Class D/JX163282.  Died 22/5/1941 aged 17, HMS Gloucester.  Son of John Bruce Murray and 
Ethel Mary Murray of Minehead. Commemorated Plymouth Naval Memorial. 

Born 24/8/1923 Greenock, West Renfrew, Scotland. 

1939 Register: 15 Poundfield Road, Minehead.  Ethel M Murray born 24/5/1895 Telephonist, GPO Office, 
Widow, (married Mark Pike 16/4/1945, died 1960 aged 65).  

Ethel Mary Pike of 15 Poundfield Road, Minehead, died June 1960, Musgrove Park Hospital.  

HMS Gloucester sank 5.15 p.m. 22/5/1941.  Hit by bombs from Junkers 87’s and 88’s during “Operation 
Murkur” the German airborne attack on Crete.  One of the Royal Navy’s worst war time tragedies.  Out of 
the crew of 807, there were only 83 survivors.  Three Minehead men were lost. 

He had been a part of the crew of HMS Bonaventure. 

This ship was torpedoed by the Italian submarine Ambra commanded by Mario Arillo 31 March 1941. 
She was part of the protection force for convoy GA8 that had left Piraeus bound for Alexandria on 29 
March. 139 lives were lost but 310 survivors were picked up by other protection vessels viz HMS 
Hereward and HMAS Stuart and taken to Alexandria arriving 31 March.  

The 'Boys' being drafted to the Gloucester. When the Gloucester was sunk there were about 60 of them 
aged 15-18 on board. 

  



MURRAY,  WILLIAM  JOHN 

Sergeant (Pilot) 657378 Died 25/7/1943, aged 24.  51 Squadron RAF.  Son of William and Olive Murray; 
husband of Gwendoline Murray of Alcombe, Minehead.  Buried Aabenraa Cemetery, Denmark.   

William John Murray of 39 Trevor Road, West Bridgford, Nottinghamshire, died on or since 15/7/1943 on 
War Service.  Lily Gwendoline Murray, Widow.   

William John Murray married Lily G Stuffins 1st Quarter 1943, registered Exmoor.   

Lily G Stuffins born 1st Quarter 1920, registered Wellington, Somerset (Mother’s maiden surname Nation).   

Walter Stuffins married Agnes Nation 3rd Quarter 1919 Plonesgate, Suffolk.   

24/25 July 1943, Halifax II HR940 MH of 51 Squadron, took off 2256 from RAF Snaith to join 790 Bombers 
on a raid to Hamburg.  On this raid “Window” was used for the first time.  A total of 2284 tons of bombs 
were dropped in a 50 minute raid. 1500 casualties on the ground, the highest so far in the War.  12 
Bombers lost.  78 Aircrew lost.   

Halifax HR940 shot down by Oberleutnant Gunther Koberich at 0124.  3 kilometers North of Sonderborg, 
Denmark.  5 of the crew were killed outright, including Sgt William John Murray who was the pilot.  2 Crew 
survived, but succumbed to wounds.  The crew was buried 29/7/1943. 

William John Murray is on the Roll of Honour at Moseley School (Grammar School) Birmingham, where 
he was a pupil from 1930 to 1935.   

The plane crashed in an orchard at KaerHestehaveSonderborg, Syddanmark.  There is a memorial stone 
on the crash site.  

There are loads of pictures – Google “Murray 657378”.   

  



NEPEAN,  FRANCIS  MOLYNEUX YORKE 

Captain 7th Battalion Somerset Light Infantry, died 16/9/1915.  Buried Rue Petillon Military Cemetery, 
Fleurbaix.  Son of Colonel H A T Nepean and the late Alice Nepean (nee Bayley and divorced 1878 due to 
her adultery).   

Born 31/3/1868, Queen’s Square, Westminster.  Younger son of Herbert Augustus Tierney Nepean, 
Madras Staff Corps, Indian Army and grandson of Evan Nepean, late Canon of Westminster Abbey.  
Christened Westminster Abbey 27/4/1868.  Educated Dulwich College 1876 and having failed in his 
examinations for a Commission at Sandhurst, he joined the Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry (number 
2789 indicates he joined c.1888) in which he served for 21 years.  Served in the Boer War and the Tirah 
Campaign, ended up as Colour Sergeant.  There is a Royal Hospital Chelsea Pensioner Admission and 
Discharge date for him, of 19/8/1909 and 26/8/1909 respectively.   

He moved to the West Country and worked in Estate Agency, firstly in Weston –Super-Mare and then 
Minehead.   

1911 Census, “Trelauney”, 28, The Parks, Minehead.  Edward Weston, Head, 65, School Master.  Francis 
Molyneux Nepean, 43, Single, Estate Agent’s Clerk, born Queen’s Gate, Westminster.   

The following is from “Forged by Fire”, Moorhouse, 2003, page 8.  “Volunteering was not always straight 
forward.  Mr Nepean was an old soldier who had served 21 years before being pensioned off.  He had 
fought through the siege of Ladysmith and the Tirah Campaign (India, North West Frontier 1897/8) and 
he was not going to miss this war even though he was 47.  Mr Nepean had a friend in Lord Roberts who 
had commanded much of the South African Campaign.  Lord Roberts knew Lord Kitchener who in 
September on Lord Roberts’s recommendation gave Mr Nepean a Commission as Lieutenant in the 
Somerset Light Infantry.  Soon afterwards Mr Nepean would be in the 7th SLI”. 

In September 1915 7th Somerset LI was in the Laventie Sector.  On 5/9/1915 61 Brigade relieved a Brigade 
of the 8th Division in the Front Line from South of Petillon to West of La Boutillerie, the 7th Somersets being 
in support in farms and posts in the Rue du Quesne. 

On 12/9/1915 the Battalion relieved the 12th Battalion King’s Rifles in the trenches East of Cordonnerie 
Farm.   

“At 9 p.m. on the evening of Friday 16 September D Company set about relieving B Company in the Front 
Line.  While the relief was taking place Captain Nepean was killed along with his Orderly Private Bennett 
by one of the trench mortar bombs.  The bomb rolled off the parapet and exploded close to both men.  
Captain Nepean suffered terrible injuries to his back and died as he was being taken to the Dressing 
Station”.   

Nepean F M Y of Minehead, Captain 7th (Service) Battalion Somerset Light Infantry died 16/9/1915 killed 
in action Flanders.  Remembered also on the Heene Church Memorial, (Worthing).  His father who lived 
at “Charlwood”, Landsdowne Road, Worthing, applied for his son’s medals.  He died 10/12/1924 aged 85.   

  



NORMAN, ETHEL   

1911 Census: 1 Victoria Terrace, Alcombe.  George Norman, 61, Blacksmith, born Luccombe.  Mary Ann 
Norman, 60, married 33 years, born Porlock.  Ethel Maud Norman, 30, single, dressmaker, born Luccombe; 
Frederick James Norman, 26, Brick Maker born Selworthy; Gertrude Maria Norman, 23, single, 
Dressmaker, born Selworthy; Albert Edward Norman, 21, single, Grocer, born Selworthy; Emily Edith 
Norman, 16, single, Draper born Selworthy.  

Ethel Maud Norman, birth registered 2nd Quarter 1881, Williton.   

1939 Register: 79 Summerland Avenue, Minehead.  Ethel M Norman, born 1/4/1881 Boarding House 
Proprietor, single.  Julie M Wilson, born 27/4/1852,  Independent means.   

Ethel Maud Norman of Drummuir Nursing Home, Bridgwater, died 22/10/1965.  Administration to Amy 
Annie Samways.  (sister).  

VAD card transcription: “address Alcombe, Minehead.  Orderly from December 1915 to 1917 at Minehead 
Hospital.  Orderly duties, housework, 300 hours.” 

  



OLLERHEAD family 

It was Dr Thomas James Ollerhead who established the “Ollerhead Dynasty” in Minehead.  He was born 
in Wrexham, 2nd Quarter 1846 and in 1851, aged 4, was living with his mother Emma in Yorke Street, 
Wrexham.  She was born in Ellesmere, Shropshire, aged 33, a widow and Confectioner by trade.   

Emma Owen married Samuel Ollerhead (born Bangor) 9/6/1840.  He was a Baker/Shopkeeper and Emma 
a Stay-Maker and their residence was Pentre-Coed (Ellesmere, Shropshire). 

Samuel Ollerhead his father died 6/7/1847.  Slater’s Guide 1850 shows that three Ollerheads were 
involved with the confectionary trade.  Emma Ollerhead, Yorke Street; James Ollerhead, High Street, and 
John Ollerhead, Hope Street.   

Emma Ollerhead his mother, died 5/4/1854, aged 36.  So Thomas James Ollerhead aged 7 was an orphan 
and was cared for by his uncle Jame, a Confectioner.  

In 1861 14 year old Thomas was to be found at Mumps, Oldham, and described as an Apprentice, 
Shopkeeper’s Son.  

We next find him referenced in a piece in the Wrexham Advertiser dated 18/4/1868: “We learn that Mr T 
J Ollerhead of this town has last week successfully passed his first professional examination at the RCS 
and RCP Edinburgh.  We are also glad to learn that Mr Ollerhead has been awarded 1st Class Honours 
Certificates of Excellency for Anatomy and also for Practical and Scientific Chemistry at the Andersonian 
University, Glasgow.”.   

Then in the Wrexham Advertiser 23/4/1870 “Mr T J Ollerhead late pupil of Dr Davies, of this town, and 
nephew of Mr James Ollerhead, Mulberrry House, passed his final examinations on the 8th inst. and 
received the Diplomas of the RCP and RCS, Edinburgh.  We are also glad to learn that Mr Ollerhead had 
taken Certificates of Honour in the whole of his classes during his career as a student. “  

1871 Census.  1 Upper Parliament Street, Liverpool:  T J Ollerhead Assistant Surgeon, 24, born Wrexham. 

The 1871 Medical Directory shows that he was put on the Register 3/12/1870 and his address was 
Mulberry House, Wrexham.  Then in 1873 we have the following: Thomas J Ollerhead, Mulberry House, 
Wrexham, LRCP Edinburgh and LM 1870; LRCS Edinburgh and LM 1870 (Anderson University and 
University of Glasgow); Surgeon RMS “Moravian” and late Assistant Surgeon Tredegar Ironworks and 
House Surgeon Tiverton Infirmary and Dispensary.   

His marriage was announced in the Wrexham Advertiser 27/9/1873. “Ollerhead-Northup.  On the 9th inst. 
at St Geroge’s Halifax by the Rev James Uniacke, Thomas J Ollerhead, late Surgeon RMSS “Austrian” to 
Ella Allison youngest daughter of Joseph J Northup Esq Halifax, Nova Scotia.”  Ella was 20 and Thomas 27. 

Joseph James Northup died 20/1/1874, Halifax, Nova Scotia, aged 50. 

The 1875 Medical Register gives T J Ollerhead’s address as: 3 Blenheim Terrace, Minehead.   

Thomas James most likely came to Minehead in 1874.  In 1877 he is quoted as writing “We have the 
nucleus of a city of Villas on one of the most picturesque hills in England”.  

1881 Census: 3 Blenheim Terrace, Minehead. 

Thomas J Ollerhead, 34, Physician and Surgeon, born Wrexham, Denbighshire. 

Ella A Ollerhead, 27, born Halifax, Canada. 



Constance E N Ollerhead, 6, born Minehead. 

Agnes Lee Ollerhead, 5, born Minehead. 

Joseph J N Ollerhead 3, born Minehead. 

Thomas H Ollerhead 1, born Minehead. 

Plus 4 servants.  

1891 Census: “Hillbury”, The Holloway, Minehead. 

Thomas J Ollerhead, 44, General Practioner; Ella A, 38; Constance E N, 16; Agnes Lee, 15; Joseph J N, 13; 
Thomas H, 11; Emily B, 9; Henry S, 7; Dorothy A, 3; Charles W A, 2; and Owen O, 0; Ann Northup wife’s 
mother, 68, born Newport, Canada, plus 3 servants.   

“Hillbury” built 1880 Martlett Road (18 rooms) for Dr T J Ollerhead (now “Wyndham House”).  Architect 
Charles Henry Samson (1837 to 1925) of Taunton.  He managed the building works on the Lutterell Estate 
1868 to 78.  It became a Children’s Home in 1946 and a Care Home in 1965.   

The children of T J Ollerhead and Ella Allison: 

Constance Ella Northup, born 23/8/1874. 

Agnes Lee, born 9/8/1875. 

Joseph James Northup (“Joe”) born 14/10/1877. 

Thomas Hamilton born 7/8/1879. 

Emily Beatrice (“Trixie”) born 1/6/1881. 

Henry Sandford born  5/6/1883. 

Dorothy Adelaide born 20/5/1887. 

Charles Wilfred Ainslie (“Charlie”) born 7/2/1889. 

Owen Oswell born 22/8/1890. 

Noel Ritchie baptised 25/4/1892. 

Roy Stewart born 9/10/1893. 

Geoffrey Allison born 9/10/1893 (“Geoff”). 

John Gordon born 29/7/1895 (“Jack”). 

Ella Allison Ollerhead of “Hillbury” Minehead died 23/12/1903, buried 26/12/1903, aged 50 (born 
18/1/1853). 

Mrs Anne Northup the mother of Ella, died 12/1/1895 at “Hillbury” aged 83. 

CONSTANCE  ELLA  NORTHUP  OLLERHEAD 

25/10/1894 William Lavington Evans (26), eldest son of P F Sparke-Evans, JP of Bristol, to Constance Ella 
Northup (20), eldest daughter of Dr T J Ollerhead of Minehead.  



1901 Census: “Wyndcote” Martlett Road, Minehead.  William L Evans 33, Tanner, born Bristol, 1/2/1968.    
Constance N Evans, 26, born Minehead.  Frew F Evans, 5, born Minehead.  Allison S Evans (son), 1, born 
Minehead.   

1911 Census: “Wyndcote”, Minehead, (19 rooms).  William L Evans, 43, Master Tanner, born Bristol.  
Constance N Evans, 37.  Molly M Evans, 9, Amery Yeo Evans, 1.   

Wyndcote was built circa 1888 by Charles Henry Samson and enlarged 1899 (Pyramid roof tower to the 
left).   

Constance Ella Northup Evans of Wyndcote, Martlett Road, died 4/10/1938 at “Rooklands” St Michaels 
Road, Torre, Torquay.  Admin to Mary Northup Evans, Spinster.  She was buried in Minehead Cemetery 
aged 63. 

William Lavington Evans of The Tannery and of Wyndcote both in Minehead, died 10/5/1925 at Wyndcote.  
Probate to Allison Sparke Evans.  

AGNES LEE OLLERHEAD 

23/1/1906 a marriage will shortly take place between the Hon. H G G Pelham, Soudan Civil Service, 2nd 
son of the late Rev Francis Godolphin, 5th Earl of Chichester and Agnes 2nd daughter of T J Ollerhead. 

Agnes Lee Ollerhead (30) married Henry George Godolphin Pelham (31), Soudan Civil Service, Lindfield, 
Sussex 19/4/1906 at Minehead. 

Initially they lived at “Beverleigh” Beacon Road, North Hill, Minehead (source Eton Register, 1908 for H G 
G Pelham). 

Children:  Joan Ursula Pelham, born 24/2/1907, Minehead.  Beryl Northup Pelham born 5/11/1908.  
Anthony George Pelham, born 4/9/1911, Minehead. 

In 1911 Census Joan and Beryl were at “Hillbury” with their Grandfather.  

Pelham – 4/9/1911 at Minehead, Somerset, the wife of the Hon H G Pelham of the Soudan Civil Service of 
a son. 

Pelham – on 5/11/1908 at Beverleigh, Minehead, the wife of the Hon Henry Godolphin Pelham of a 
daughter.  

The 1914 Kelly’s Guide shows Henry George Godolphin at “Boldon”, Kind Edward Road, Minehead. 

Agnes Lee Pelham of Hoe Court, North Lancing, Sussex (wife of the Hon H G G Pelham died 22/10/1930.  

 

Friday, 31/10/1930, funeral at Stanmer “on Saturday (26th) the funeral took place at Stanmer of Mrs Agnes 
Lee Pelham the wife of the Hon. H G G Pelham.  Her death took place at Hoe Court, North Lancing, at the 
age of 55.  She was a sister in law of the 6th Earl Chichester and aunt of the present Earl.  She was the 
daughter of Mr T J Ollerhead of Minehead and she married the Hon. Henry George Godolphin Pelham 2nd 
son of the 5th Earl of Chichester in April 1906.   

JOSEPH  JAMES  NORTHUP  OLLERHEAD 

1901 Census: 43 Storey Square, Barrow in Furness.  Joseph J N Ollerhead, 23, Boarder, Draughtsman, born 
Minehead.   



13/4/1906 Travelled aboard “Lake Manitoba” to St John, New Brunswick, Canada from Liverpool.   

2/5/1908.  Aboard the “Virginian” from Liverpool to Montreal.  Occupation listed as Engineer. 

17/12/1913 married at All Saints Church, Vernon, British Columbia, Olive Melene Dare Snowden (born 
20/101/1890 Chiswick).  Both resided at Vernon and his occupation was Rancher.   

He died 17/2/1964 Vernon, British Columbia. 

Other information listed with siblings.   

THOMAS  HAMILTON  OLLERHEAD 

1901 Census, 8 Manor Place, Paddington.  Thomas H Ollerhead, Boarder, 21, Medical Student, born 
Minehead.   

21/7/1908.  Parish Church, Paddington.  Thomas Hamilton Ollerhead, 28, Doctor of Medicine, Hillbury, 
Minehead, married Hilda Evelyn Peacock, 29, Spinster, 2 Westbourne Terrace (Father, Thomas Peacock, 
deceased).  

Medical Directory 1910:  Thomas Hamilton Ollerhead, “The Limes” Minehead, MRCS, LRCP London 1902 
(St Marys).  Hon. Medical Officer Dunster and Minehead Hospital; Member of BMA, late House Surgeon 
Wrexham Infirmary.   

1911 Census: “The Limes”, 28 The Avenue, Minehead (15 rooms).  Thomas Hamilton Ollerhead, 31, 
General Practitioner, plus 3 servants.   

1911 Census: 2 Westbourne Crescent, Hyde Park West.  Hilda Evelyn Ollerhead, 31, daughter of Mary 
Peacock, 62, born Blackheath, Kent. 

1939 Register: “The Brinnington Hotel”, King Edward Road, Minehead.  Thomas H Ollerhead, 7/8/1879, 
Medical Practioner.  Hilda E Ollerhead, 26/6/1879. 

1942 Medical Directory:  Thomas H Ollerhead, retired, Brinnington Hotel, King Edward Road; Honary 
Consultant Physician, Minehead Hospital.   

Hilda Evelyn Ollerhead of “Green Haven Hotel”, Whitegate Road, Minehead, died 22/12/1963 at The 
Grove Nursing Home, The Parks. 

Thomas Hamilton Ollerhead of Blenheim Lodge Nursing Home, North Road, Minehead, died 9/9/1968. 

Thomas Peacock (father of Hilda Evelyn) of “Wyberton House” Blackheath, Kent, Merchant, died 
12/10/1895; also of “The Grange”, Littleport, Isle of Ely, Cambridge.  Left £424,560.  

Thomas Peacock founded the gentlemen’s tailoring chain “Hope Brothers” was born Littleport 1829.  
Opened a factory there in 1882 making shirts.  Eventually taken over by Burberry.   

EMILY  BEATRICE  OLLERHEAD 

8/11/1913 Frank Elliott Partridge, Jeweller, 134 Queens Gate married Emily Beatrice Ollerhead, 57 
Abingdon Villas at St Philips Church, Kensington. 

Frank enlisted 10/5/16 Royal Garrison Artillery when he was 30 and living at 37 Harborough Road 
Streatham.   



9/6/1939 Gloucester Echo: “Death after getting out of his car: Cirencester Man’s Fatal Collapse”  Mr Frank 
Elliott Partridge of 15 Chesterton Close, Cirencester collapsed and died at Wootton-Under-Edge today.  
Mr Partridge was Farm Representative of the Wessex Electricity Company’s Cirencester’s office and was 
visiting a demonstration farm when the tragedy occurred.  It is understood Mr Partridge who was 52 died 
just after getting out of his car which he had driven to Wootton-Under-Edge.  He had been Farm 
Representative for the Company since October last.  He was married with no family and had been in the 
Company’s employ for the last two years”.   

F E Partridge, 15 Chesterton Grove died 8/6/1939. 

1939 Register: 18 Castle Street, Cirencester.  Emily B Partridge, Widow. Born 1/6/1881. 

Emily Beatrice Partridge of 18 Castle Street, Cirencester, Widow, died 17/11/1944 admin to Thomas H 
Ollerhead and Dorothy Adelaide Webb.    

Gloucester Echo, 21/11/1944: “Tragedy of Widow Who Could Not Sleep.  A note stating that she could 
not go on any longer as she could not sleep was mentioned at a Cirencester Inquest on Monday on Mrs 
Emily Beatrice Partridge of 18 Castle Street, Cirencester.  That she died from a fractured skull having put 
herself from a window and killed herself while the balance of her mind was disturbed was the verdict 
recorded by Mr Herbert House the Coroner. 

Dr Thomas H Ollerhead of Minehead, Mrs Partridge’s brother gave evidence of identification and said that 
he last saw his sister alive in 1939.  She was the widow of Frank Elliott Partridge who was a Salesman in 
the employ of the Wessex Electricity Company at Cirencester.  She had always been highly strung and 
some time ago she was in a mental home for four months.  There was a definite cause for that.  She had 
enjoyed fairly good health but worried over little things.  The cause of death was a fractured base of the 
skull consistent with a fall from height.  Mrs Partridge had a nervous complaint and suffered from lack of 
sleep.   

Miss Emma Underwood Turpin said that Mrs Partridge and herself lived together in a flat at 18 Castle 
Street.  They had lived together for 30 years (sic).  Recently Mrs Partridge’s heath had not been good.  The 
loss of sleep had been worse in the last few weeks.  When Mrs Partridge’s husband died it was a great 
shock to her.  On Thursday night they went to bed as usual.  They each occupied separate bedrooms when 
at 6.45 on Friday morning the witness went into Mrs Partridges’ bedroom and she said that she had not 
slept since just before 4 o’clock.  Later, Mrs Partridge went into Miss Turtpin’s room and said “I’m not 
going to bother you”.  She did not see her again.  When she had finished dressing she went into Mrs 
Partridge’s room and found it unoccupied but a window was wide open.  The witness went downstairs 
and a soldier came to the door and told her there had been an accident.  She had never heard Mrs 
Partridge say anything about taking her life.” 

The 1929 and 1930 Electoral Roll for Yew Tree Cottage. Parish of Aborfield, Berkshire, lists Frank Elliott 
Partridge, Emily Beatrice Partridge and Emma Underwood Turpin.  This suggests that they had been living 
together for at least fifteen years.   

HENRY SANDFORD  OLLERHEAD 

1901 Census: 11 Park Place, Bristol.  Henry Sandford Ollerhead, visitor, 18, Medical Student, St Marys 
Hospital, London, born Minehead.   

1910 Medical Directory: Henry Sandford Ollerhead “ Hillbury” Minehead; MRCS, LRCP London 1907 (St 
Marys), Surgeon for the Eastern Extension Telegraph Company, Singapore and Coco Islands. 



1913 Medical Register: Henry Sandford Ollerhead initially registered 13/7/1907; Member of the Royal 
College of Surgeons, England 1907; Licentiate Royal College of Surgeons 1907.   

20/3/1916 Temporary Surgeon Lt Henry Sandford Ollerhead RN. 

1920 Medical Directory: Henry Sandford Ollerhead “Hillbury” Minehead. MRCS, LRCP London 1907 (St 
Marys), Temporary Surgeon RN: late Surgeon Eastern Extension Telegraph Company; Casualty House 
Surgeon Royal Infirmary Bristol.  

1939 Register:  27 Derwent Road, Southgate, London.  Henry S Ollerhead, born 5/6/1883 Doctor of 
Medicine. 

Record of Death of Merchant Seamen:  Henry Sandford Ollerhead, 27 Derwent Road, Palmers Green, N13; 
Ship S SMulbera; Port of Registration, Glasgow; born Minehead; died Birkenhead Infirmary aged 58.  Rank 
Surgeon; died 27/1/1941; cause: toxaemia myocarditis. 

DOROTHY  ADELAIDE  OLLERHEAD 

1911 Census “Hillbury” Martett Road, Thomas James Ollerhead, 64, Widower, Dorothy Adelaide 
Ollerhead, 23, single. 

4th Quarter 1927 married William Reginald Valentine Webb, registered Williton.  He had been a former 
tenant of Elgin Tower and a daughter by his previous marriage was baptised at Minehead in 1911. His first 
wife was Sophay Adeline Webb, nee Jardine. 

William Webb died 14/11/1928 at The National Hospital for Paralysis, Queens Square, Bloomsbury.   
Probate in the will went to Charles W A Ollerhead RNR. 

Between 1927 and 29 Dorothy and William lived at Sandy Down, Boldre, Lymington, Hants.   

Western Morning News 20/11/1928: “Former Torquay Mayor died is London 20/11/1928.”  He was Mayor 
of Torquay between 1907 to 1908 he was 45 and resided at Lymington.  Seven years ago whilst diving in 
Nova Scotia he sustained an injury to his head.  He was a well known sportsman and raced horses under 
the name of W R Valentine. 

In 1932 Dorothy Adelaide Webb was on the Electoral Roll at The Priory, Priory Lane, Roehampton. 

1939 Register:  Harcombe House, Chudleigh, Dorothy A Webb (widow) date of birth given as 20/5/1888 
(sic and not 1887). 

Dorothy Adelaide Webb of “Homedene” Poltimore, Exeter, died 16/2/1967 at Heatherdene Nursing 
Home, Exmouth.   

CHARLES  WILFRED  AINSLIE  OLLERHEAD 

1901 Census: Higher Cleavehouses (Chircombe), Northam, Bideford. Charles A C Bowlker, Tutor, 
Clergyman C O E; Charles W A Ollerhead, pupil, 12, born Minehead.   

4/8/1906 Royal Navy Reserve, Midshipman. 

13/8/1906 Indentured Apprentice 3 years British India Steam Navigation Company Limited.   

8/10/1909 Charles W A Ollerhead Certificate of Competency as 2nd Mate of a Foreign Going Steamships 
in the Merchant Service issued by The Board of Trade. 



29/11/1912 Certificate of Competency as 1st Mate for Foreign Going Steamships issued by The Board of 
Trade. 

The Scotsman 13/8/1927: “Mr Ollerhead hails from Minehead and has been for over two years connected 
with the Golf Ball business in Glasgow though he seldom takes parts in competitions he is a long hitter.” 

19/10/1928: Blythswood United Free Church, Glasgow.  Charles Wilfred Ainslie Ollerhead, Sports 
Company’s District Representative aged 39, resident at Newborough Club, Twickenham, England, married 
Mary Elizabeth Dalrymple aged 21 of 3 Doune Gardens Glasgow.  Witness: A Sparke Evans, Wyndcote, 
Minehead.   

Between 1933 and 1939 he was living at various addresses in Glasgow.   

7/11/1935 Dundee Courier: “Saw Mr C W Ollerhead of the Dunlop Company and learned that the Council 
of the Panmure Club have agreed to give the course for the important Dunlop Scottish Professional Match 
Play Championship.” 

5/9/1936 Mary Elizabeth Ollerhead, 29, 3 Belgrave Terrace, Glasgow, travelled on The Duchess of York 
from Greenock to Montreal. 

1939 Register:  “Wyndcote”, Martlett Road, Minehead.  C W A Ollerhead (Divorced), born 7/2/1889 a 
Representative of the Dunlop Rubber Company, Birmingham.   

Charles W A Ollerhead married Mabel S Miller 1st Quarter 1940, registered Exmoor.   

St Andrews Citizen 2/5/1942 “Passing of Mr Charles Ollerhead”.  “Many local golfers will regret the death 
of this fine player.  Popularly known as “Olly” he was a favourite of all who came into contact with him 
either on the course or in business.  During his career he held many records of various courses and in 1929 
achieved one of his best performances in the Amateur Championship.  He regularly competed and 
qualified in the Eden Tournament.  An Englishman his pleasant temperament endeared him to his many 
friends in Scotland.  Mr Ollerhead died at Ayr this week after a prolonged illness. “ 

“Amateur Golfer Dead”.  Charles W A Ollerhead who reached the last eight in the English Amateur 
Championship in 1929 and was record holder of several courses has died at Ayr aged 53.  A native of 
Minehead he was a member of the Fulwell, Longniddry, Drumdonald and East Renfrew Clubs.” 

Charles Wilfred Ainslie Ollerhead of 25 Miller Road, Ayr, died 18/4/1942 administration to widow Mabel 
Scott Ollerhead.   

OWEN  OSWELL OLLERHEAD 

Owen OswellOllerhead, Cadet, British India Steamship Navigation Company Limited.  Date of indenture 
16/5/1908 aged 17 bound for four years, indenture expires 1912. 

17/1/1913 2nd Mate Certificte; 1st Mate Certificate 15/9/1916; Master’s Certificate 9/5/1918; all for 
Foreign Going Steam Ships issued by the Board of Trade.   

30/12/1931 Holy Trinity Church, Newcastle, Natal, South Africa.  Owen Oswald (sic) Ollerhead 40, England, 
Garage Proprietor, married Helen Marian Mann, 22, England.  Witness John G Ollerhead. 

1/8/1941 Owen OswellOllerhead Lt in South African Naval Forces, Commonwealth Grave Commission 
entry: Lt Owen Ollerhead 70118; died 14/11/1946 aged 56; South African Naval Forces; Son of Doctor and 
Mrs T J Ollerhead and husband of Helen M Ollerhead; Durban (Stellawood) Cemetery, Kwazulu Natal, 
South Africa (“cremated ashes buried in this grave”).   



Simon’s Town Naval Memorial; HMSAS Cachelot, Ollerhead O O, Lt 70118 South African Forces.   

Death Notice Administration of Estates Act 1913: Owen OswellOllerhead born Minehead, England; British 
Subject; Father, Thomas James Ollerhead (deceased), Mother, Ella Allison (deceased); age 56 years 3 
months; resident of Scottburgh Natal; Lt in SANF; married Helen Marian Ollerhead Newcastle, Natal; died 
14/11/1946 Springfield Military Hospital, Durban.  

Children:  Jack Northup Ollerhead born 44/10/1936, Jane Elizabeth Ollerhead born 11/2/1938, 
Christopher Owen Ollerhead, 20/9/1946. 

NOEL  RITCHIE  OLLERHEAD 

Noel Ritchie Ollerhead of “Hillbury”, Minehead, Rubber Planter, died 4/5/1919 at Panghatton Estate, 
Sumatra, Singapore.  Administration to Thomas Hamilton Ollerhead. 

25/11/1911 Arrived London from La Plata, Argentina, 1st Class “Highland Piper” Nelson Steam Navigation 
Company.   

15/6/1912 London to Sumatra. 

N R Ollerhead left Birkenhead 6/3/1918 aged 25, Rubber Planter, Sumatrra.   

ROY STEWART  OLLERHEAD 

Roy Stewart Ollerhead of Chy-an-Mor, Mousehole, Penzance died 201/10/1933 at Mawnan Smith, 
Cornwall.  Probate to Elizabeth JulineOllerhead Widow. 

10/12/1929 Beds & Herts Pictorial:  An engagement is announced between Lieutenant Commander Roy 
S Ollerhead RN, 7th son of the late Dr and Mrs Ollerhead of Minehead and Miss Elizabeth Juline (Betty) 
Rose, 3rd Daughter of Mr and Mrs H G Rose of Ingleside, Stevenage. 

Married Elizabeth Juline Rose 1st Quarter 1930.   

1939 Register: Northumberland House, Green Lanes, N4, London.  Roy S Ollerhead born 9/10/1893, 
Patient, incapacitated (Northumberland House was a private mental hospital).   

1939 Register: 6 CarnTodden Terrace (Chy-an-Mor) Mousehold, Penzance.  Elizabeth J Ollerhead 
1/12/1905. 

Cornishman 21/10/1943: “Mousehole Resident’s Death”.  “Regret will be felt in Minehead and District at 
the death on Wednesday of Commander Roy Stewart Ollerhead RN (retired) of Chi-an-Mor Mousehole at 
the age of 49.  A pleasant personality he came to live in the village some years ago and quickly made a 
number of friends who always found him excellent company.  Although he wished it ill health prevented 
his playing an active part in his old service during this war, but at Mousehole he had taken a prominent 
part in the fire watching while at the outbreak of hostilities he devised one or two ingenious gadgets for 
dealing with incendiaries.  He often interesting and amusing stories to tell of his naval career and since he 
has been at Mousehole sailing has been one of his hobbies.  His death at a comparatively early age will be 
deplored by his many friends and their sympathy extended to his wife and family.   

Cornishman 28/10/1943: “Commander R S Ollerhead at Paul”. “The funeral took place at Paul Parish 
Church on Saturday of Commander Roy Stewart Ollerhead RN (retired), of Chi-an-Mor, Mousehole at the 
age of 49.  Commander Ollerhead was originally in the Merchant Navy and became a Midshipman in 1912 
(RNR).  During the last war after service in the “Chinkoa” and “Cedric”, armed Merchant Ships, he was 
permitted to transfer to the Royal Navy in which he became a Sub-Lieutenant from February 1916.  He 



served in the Battleship Benbow and the Destroyers Mansfield and Cossack.  His post war service took 
him to China in HMS Hollyhock and from 1926 to 1929 he was lent to the Australian Navy.  From 1933 to 
his retirement in 1937 he served at the NORE (Naval Commands) in the “Cardiff” and “Marshall Soult”.  In 
his earlier days Commander Ollerhead was a keen golfer and polo player.  Rugby football and boxing were 
also included in his many activities.  When the present war broke out he again offered his services but 
after three months duty with the rank of Commander his health compelled him to relinquish his 
appointment.  Since his retirement Commander Ollerhead played a leading part in the organisation of the 
Fire Guard Service in Mousehole.  Floral tributes “Roy, Darling, With All Love from Betts and Juline and 
John”   

GEOFFREY  ALLISON  OLLERHEAD 

Attestation in Canadian Forces.  Born Minehead 9/10/1893; father, T J Ollerhead, Hillbury, Minehead; 
occupation Rancher; single; served in Blundells Officer Training Corps; attested Canadian forces 
8/12/1914, 2nd Regiment Canadian Mounted Rifles; aged 21. 

Record of overseas service:   

22/9/15 to 7/6/16; 14/4/17 to 31/10/17; wounded three times, last time 2/11/17 led to amputation of 
some fingers; demobilisation 5/5/1919.   

Came to Canada aboard “Lake Erie” 12/4/1911, destination Vernon, British Columbia. 

1911 Canadian Census; Okanaga, Yale & Cariboo, British Columbia.  Joseph Ollerhead, 31, born 
30/10/1880 year of immigration 1905, Farmer.  Geoffrey Ollerhead, Brother, 18, born 17/10/1893, 
immigration year 1911, no occupation.  Sidney Cox, Boarder, 28/12/1882, immigration year 1907, 
Labourer.   

Canadian Census 1/6/1926.  North Battleford, Saskatchewan..   Georffrey A Ollerhead, Patient, Mental 
Hospital, 32 years old, born 1894, immigration year 1911. 

Geoffrey Allison Ollerhead died 10/7/1948, Essendale, British Columbia aged 54; buried Mountain View 
Cemetery, Vancouver.    

JOHN  GORDON  OLLERHEAD 

John G Ollerhead entered Service 15/5/1908.  

1911 Census: Royal Naval College, Dartmouth.  John G Ollerhead Naval Cadet aged 15, born Minehead 
29/7/1895. 

1/5/1912 Passing out exam of Naval Cadets (Part 1) held last month; John G Ollerhead (51 out of 58 
cadets). 

2/1/1913 John G Ollerhead passed out from HMS Cumberland on conclusion of training.   

Served in HMS Warrior 15/1/1913 to 26/7/1915; Acting Sub Lt 15/5/1915; Sub Lt 15/1/1916; Acting Lt 
15/7/1917; Lt 15/7/1917.   

Also served in HMS Magnolia ; HMS Dolphin and HMS Resolution. 

Joined the Royal Australian Navy 11/3/1919; served on HMAS Platypus, 8/2/1919 to 8/8/1921, Platypus 
was a submarine depot ship.   

27/7/1922 Lt John G Ollerhead placed on retirement list at own request.  



PAGE,JOHN LLOYD WARDEN  

1861 Census:  Quay Street, Minehead. John T Page, 54, Chief Officer, Coastguards.  Born Queenstown 
Cork.  Mary Page, 29, born St Decumans.  John L W Page, 2, born Minehead.  Seymour Page, 1, born 
Minehead.  Charles Page, 6 months, born Minehead.  John L W Page born 26/8/1858 and baptised 
5/9/1858 at Minehead.  Father John Theodore Page, Officer in Preventive Service; mother Mary. 

Birth registered 3rd Quarter 1858 Williton (mother’s maiden surname Leigh).  1871 Census: 7 Endsleigh 
Terrace, Tavistock.  John T Page, 64, Pensioner Coastguard.  Mary Page, 39, born St Decumans.  John L W 
Page, 12, born Minehead. Seymour Rooke Page, 11, born Minehead.  Charles Leigh Page, 10.  Theodore 
Fenton Page, 9, born Minehead.  Julia Bruni Page, 8, born Minehead.  Charlotte Anne Page, “6, born 
Minehead.  James Page, 3, born St Marys Scilly Isles.  Arthur Page, 2, born Tavistock.  Robert Page, 6 
months, born Tavistock.  Mary Livingstone Page, daughter, 19, scholar, born Haddington, North Berwick. 

1881 Census:  The Cotteswold Middle Class School (Cotteswold House), Cirencester.  John Lloyd Warden 
Page, 22, Tutor, unmarried, born Minehead. 

3/6/1886 Penarth, Glamorgan.  John L Page married Grace Ernestine Parsons; Solicitor of Penarth.  His 
father John Theodore Page, Gentleman; her father Charles Parsons, Clerk in Holy Orders. 

Western Mail 4th June 1886: “Marriage of the Rector of Penarth’s Daughter.  At St Augustines Church 
Penarth on Thursday was solemnised the marriage of Miss Grace Ernestine Parsons, only daughter of Mrs 
and the Rev C Parsons MA, RD, Rector of Penarth, to Mr John Lloyd Warden Page Solicitor Cardiff.” 

1891 Census: The Rectory, Brompton Ralph.  Mary A S Parsons, 66 own means born Rumney Monmouth.  
John L W Page Visitor 32, solicitor, born Minehead.  Grace E Page, 30, wife of the above.  Mary D Page, 4, 
daughter of the above.   

1901 Census: 3 Oakleigh Terrace, Plymouth.  John L W Page, 42, Retired Solicitor, Author, born Minehead.  
Grace E Page, 41, born Roath Glamorgan.  Mary D Page, 14, born Penarth. 

1911 Census: Red Bungalow, Rossmoor Avenue, Parkstone, Poole, Dorset.  John L W Page, 52, Author 
born Minehead.  Grace Ernestine Page, 50, born Cardiff, married 24 years.  Mary Dorothea Page, 24, single, 
born Penarth.   

From Who’s Who 1916.  Page, John Lloyd Warden, Author; born Minehead, 26/8/1858; eldest son of 
the late John Theodore Page RN; married daughter of Rev Charles Parsons MA; one daughter; 
educated Tavistock Grammar School; publiations:  
An Exploration of Dartmoor and Its Antiquities 1889 
An Exploration of Exmoor and The Hill Country of West Somerset 1890 
The Rivers of Devon from Source to Sea 1893 
The Coasts of Devon and Lundy Isle 1895 
The North Coast of Cornwall 1897 
In Russia without Russian 1898 
The Church Towers of Somerset (with E Piper) 
The Isle of Skye 1898 – 1900 
And Magazine work.  

Recreations: Boat sailing, cycling tours, foreign travel.  Address: Derrymore, Parkstone, Pool.   

John L W Page of Derrymore, Birchwood Road, Parkstone, Poole, died 22/11/1916; Grace Ernestine Page, 
widow. 

His picture is to be found in “West Country Poets” by William Henry Kearly Wright.  



PARSONS, HUBERT JESSE 

Corporal 2164 1st/5th Somerset Light Infantry attached to 2nd Battalion Dorsetshire Regiment.  Died 
13/4/1916 buried Kut War Cemetery Iraq.  Son of D J and M A Parsons of 17, Bampton Street, Minehead.   

1901 Census, Bampton Street, Minehead.  David J Parsons, 48, born Brompton Ralph, Chimney Sweep.  
Mary A Parsons, 45 (nee Morgan), born Minehead.  David J Parsons, 22, born Minehead, Journeyman 
Mason  Agnes, 19.  George, 17.  Harry, 13.  Arthur, 11.  Hubert, 9.  Wallace W, 7.  and Wilfred, 5.  All born 
Minehead.   

1911 Census, 17 Bampton Street, Minehead.  David John Parsons, 58, Chimney Sweep.  Mary Ann, 54, 
married 33 years.  David John, 33, Mason.  Agnes, 29, Chair Caner.  Harry, 23, Labourer.  Hubert Jesse, 19, 
French Polisher.  Wallace Waterman, 17, Stone Worker.  Wilfred Thomas, 15, Errand Boy.   

1st/5th Somerset Light Infantry sailed for India 9/10/1914 reaching Bombay 9/11/1914.  The first draught 
for Mesopotamia left the Battalion at Ambala on 13/5/1915.  The draught of a Captain, 1 Sergeant, 1 
Corporal, 2 Lance Corporals, and 25 men, included Lance Corporal Hubert Parsons.  They were to join the 
2nd Dorsets at Basra as a part of the Indian Expeditionary Force D, operating in the Persian Gulf.  

The Troop Train for Karachi contained similar draughts from other Battalions.  Leaving Karachi 20/5/1915 
Basra was reached 26/5/1916.  The draught marched to 2nd Dorsets’ HQ on the outskirts of town.  This 
Battalion had suffered many casualties at the Battle of Shaiba 14/4/1915.   

In May 1915 Qurnah, 40 miles upstream from Basra, at the junction of The Tigris and Euphrates, was the 
most advanced position held by the British.  The main Turkish position was 4/5 miles North of Qurnah 
astride The Tigris.  At this time of year the river was in full flood and the position surrounded by water.   

So the Infantry employed in the first phase of the attack were to be carried in “Bellums” local, flat 
bottomed boats, supported by a Naval Flotilla.  Operations started at dawn on May 31.  The 2nd Dorsets, 
including 1st/5th SLI draught, formed the part of 16 Brigade.  On the first day they proceeded up The Tigris 
in support of 17 Brigade.  The attack was a success and on June 1st 16 Brigade was to capture Abu Aran.  
On landing the Turks were found to have evacuated.  Turks pursued to Amarah by June 3.  Several of the 
SLI were evacuated to hospital with fever and dysentery.  1/9/1915 the British Force was concentrated at 
Ali Garbi, 40 miles by land and 80 miles by water above Amarah.  By 16/9/1915 2nd Dorsets plus the 
Draught reached Sanniyat 8 miles from the Turkish position.  By 26/9/1915 British forces had concentrated 
at Sanniyat for an attack on the Turkish position at Es Sinna.   

26/27 September advanced to Nukhailat 4 miles from the Turks.  2nd Dorsets plus Draught allotted the 
task of a frontal attack on a feature known as: “Centre Redoubt”.  Position was carried by 10 a.m. 
28/9/1915.  This attack resulted in the Turks evacuating all positions East of Kut and retreating to Baghdad.  
Men of the Draught formed part of the Force which marched to occupy Kut.  Draught had two killed and 
seven wounded.  9/10/1915 Troops concentrating at Aziziyah for an attack on Ctesiphan 22/11/1915.  
Turkish position, again astride The Tigris and on the left bank extended North for 6 miles and consisted of 
15 Redoubts along a line of low mounds connected by a continuous trench, while at the extreme Northern 
end were two strong points known as Vital Point.  Men of the Draught were in “A” Column for an attack 
on Vital Point.  Vital Point captured 10 a.m. 22/11/1915.  Further advance to Turkish second line 
attempted but at nightfall depleted rank of the British Force fell back to the shelter of the captured Vital 
Point.  The 1st/5th SLI Draught lost 1 killed and 8 wounded with several dying from wounds.  Total loss for 
the whole of the British Force was around 4,500.   



It was decided to fall back to Kut and for the few remaining members of the Draught it was to be a 
nightmare.  Seven days and nights of continual marching, rearguard fighting and temporary trench digging 
without sufficient food, water and sleep, and with constant pressure from the enemy.   

Kut was reached on December 3 and of the Draught only three NCOs and fourteen men remained to 
undergo the Siege of Kut.  

December 8,9,10. Kut heavily shelled and Sergeant Eno killed.  Private Taylor 1st/5th recorded “Towards 
the end of the Siege we could hardly stand up”.  When Kut surrendered 29/4/1916 only 2 NCOs and 7 
men of the 1st/5th SLI Draught remained and only 2 of these were to return to England in 1918.  Herbert 
Parsons had died from disease on 13/4/1916 just two weeks before the surrender.  

PARSONS,  WALLACE  WATERMAN 

Brother of Hubert Parsons.  Private C Company 8th Battalion Somerset Light Infantry.  Died of anaemia 
aged 26, 17/7/1920.  Son of David John and Mary Ann Parsons, 29 Bampton Street, Minehead.  Buried in 
Minehead Cemetery.  No.109230 on the Silver Badge Roll 1914-20.  This was issued to Service Personnel 
who had been honourably discharged due to wounds or sickness during World War 1.  First issued 
September 1916 along with a Certificate of Entitlement.  The Sterling Silver Lapel Badge was intended to 
be worn in Civilian clothing.  It had been the practice of some women to present White Feathers to 
apparently able bodied men who were not in uniform.  

Wallace Waterman enlisted 22/5/1915 and was discharged on 19/12/1916 due to sickness.  He had served 
overseas and qualified for the 1915 Star as well as the War and Victory Medals.    



PARAMORE,  CYRIL GIMBLETT 

Private 68267, 1st Battalion Devonshire Regiment.  Died 15/4/1918 aged 18.  Son of Clara and the late 
William Paramore of 14 Florence Park, Redland, Bristol; late of “Bratton Court”, Minehead.  
Commemorated at Morbecque British Cemetery, three miles South of Hazebrouck.   

Mr William Paramore lived at “Bratton Court”, the most beautiful of all Exmoor Farm Houses.  It is situated 
on the Southern slopes of North Hill Minehead.  He came of an old sporting family who had hunted their 
own hounds for generations.  He was Master of Minehead Harriers. 

1881 Census, Bratton Court, William Paramore, 29, single, born Luccombe, Farmer of 360 acres and 
employing ten labourers and four boys.  Elizabeth Paramore, 55, mother and widow.  Elizabeth Paramore, 
25, sister, born Luccombe.  Ada Paramour, 23, sister, born Luccombe.  

1901 Census.  Bratton Court Farm House.  William Paramore, 50, born Luccombe, Farmer.  Clara 
Paramore, 42, born Watchet.  Phyllis Paramore, 11, born Minehead.  Robert, 9.  John, 7. Nora, 6. Cyril, 1.  
All born Minehead. 

William Paramore married Clara Gimblett, 23/4/1884.   

Cyril Gimblett born 26/4/1899 and baptised 16/6/1899 in Minehead. 

1911 Census, St Alban’s Road, Redland, Bristol.  Clara Paramore, widow, 52, born Watchet.  Clara Phyllis 
Paramore, 21, born Minehead.  Robert Gimblett Paramore, 19, born Minehead, Tobacco Clerk.  John 
Huxtable Paramore, 17, born Minehead, Tobacco Clerk.  Ada Norah Paramore, 16, born Minehead, 
Mother’s Help.  Cyril Gimblett Paramore, 11, born Minehead, school.  Jane Tudball, 57, born Minehead, 
Servant.   

13/4/1918 defence of the Forest of  Nieppe, Battle of the Lys.   

1st Battalion Devons in billets at Ivergny.  

 At 3 p.m. April 12 in the line East of the Forest, from the crossroads near a house called “Le Lauriers” on 
the Merville-La Motte, on the right, to a wood round Taxie Farm, on the left.  About four hundred yards 
beyond this line was a lock and a crossing over the little River Bourre.  The Battalion’s position formed a 
salient.  Digging in pushed on all through the night.   

April 13 8 a.m., enemy pushing forward against the lock.   

April 14 6.30 a.m. attacked the Devons again.  12.30 Germans attacked from behind houses and 
enclosures of  Vierhouck.  The Germans took a lot of stopping.  Despite the determination and strength 
of the German attack the line held. 

April 15 Efforts of the 14th meant efforts of the 15th were appreciably relaxed, so defenders could 
concentrate on improving the line.  6 a.m to 7 a.m. Germans massing North of the lock, but broken up 
before could advance.   

April 16 even quieter.  Battalion relieved in the evening.   

Nieppe is a name 1stDevons can remember with great satisfaction.  They stopped four attacks as “last 
ditch” engagements with no Brigade or Divisional Reserves and were specially commended by Army and 
Corps Commanders.   

PARAMORE,  ROBERT  GIMBLETT 



Private 11977, died 22/3/1918, 7th Battalion Somerset Light Infantry.  Son of Clara Paramore of 14 
Florence Park, Redland, Bristol and the late William Paramore.  Commemorated Pozieres Memorial. 

Brother of Cyril Gimblett Paramore, birth registered third quarter 1891 Williton.  Born Minehead, enlisted 
Bristol.   

20/3/1918 7th SLI stood to at Curchy. 

21/3/1918 At 3 p.m. after the German Offensive began the 7th SLI moved from Curchy to the St Simon 
Sector, from the junction of the Crozat Canal and the River Somme, along the former towards Jussy.  In 
position before dawn on the 22nd of March.  Two Companies dug in on the canal bank and the other two 
with Battalion H Q were in support behind the belt of wooded marsh which extended along the Western 
side of the canal.  

22/3/1918 a quiet day with the Battalion improving its position and subject only to occasional shelling.   

A and B Companies who were in support approximately one mile from the canal on Friday 22 were 
relatively inactive.  C and D Companies on the canal bank had a much more lively day.  24 men listed as 
being killed on 22/3/1918. 

PARAMORE  WILLIAM 

Brother of Cyril and Robert.  Died 26/4/1915, 15th Battalion Canadians.  Born Minehead 21/7/1885.  Next 
of kin, Mrs C Paramore, 19 St Alban’s Road, Westbury Park, Bristol. Trade: Electrician.  Attested 18/9/1914 
at Valcartier.  No. 27111, 15th Battalion Canadians, Lance Corporal.  Sailed from Quebec on SS Majestic, 
4/10/1914, aged 29 years, 3 months. 

Died 26/4/1915, gas poisoning/asphyxiation.  Buried Watou Churchyard, Belgium.    

20/4/1915, 15th Canadian Battalion (48th Highlanders of Canada) was located two thousand five hundred 
yards North East, and protecting the town, of St Julien which was on the Ypres-Poelcappelle Road.  
Chlorine Gas attack April 24 against the Canadians along the Northern slope of the Gravenstafel Ridge 
near Stroombeck.   

No’s 1, 3 and 4 Companies of the 15th Canadians (48th Highlanders) were engulfed by a heavy 
concentration of gas and artillery fire followed by an infantry assault.  Elements of these Companies as 
well as the Battalion’s forward HQ and support position near the Steenakker Windmill continued to fight 
for several hours until being overrun, captured or forced to withdraw.    During the gas attack of 24 April 
the 15th Battalion sustained 647 casualties.   

The Official History called April 24th “a great and terrible day for Canada”.  It was the greatest single loss 
of any Canadian Battalion for the entire war.   

  



PARTRIDGE,  THOMAS 

Corporal 751 1st/1st West Somerset Yeomanry.  Son of Samuel and Louisa Partridge, of Hurlestone, 
Porlock.  Died 14/1/1916 aged 22, buried at Lancashire Landing Cemetery.  Reference: K63.  The 97 graves 
in Row K, were brought in after The Armistice from the following Aegean Island Cemeteries:  Kephalos 
British Cemetery on the Island of Imbros (Imbroz); Kusu Bay Cemetery, Island of Imbros; Panaghia 
Churchyard, Island of Imbros.   

West Somerset Yeomanry evacuated to Imbros during the night of December 18, 1915, embarking 
between 10 to 11 p.m.  Left for Mudros December 24, from Kephalos Harbour.  Finally reaching Alexandria 
30 December, 1915  

1911 Census, Horner Farm, Allerford.  Samuel James Partridge, 60, born Romansleigh, Devon, Farmer.  
Louisa Ann Partridge, 53, born Romansleigh.  Thomas Partridge, 17, born Selworthy, Working on Farm.  
Birth registered first quarter 1894, Williton . 

Thomas died in hospital from enteric fever most likely on the Island of Imbros, i.e. typhoid.  The British 
25th Casualty Clearing Station was based at Kephalos on the Island of Imbros.   

  



PASSMORE,  HARRY  

Sapper 146663 89th Field Company Royal Engineers.  Died of wounds at 37th Casualty Clearing Station, 
22/3/1917.  Son of Richard and Elizabeth Passmore of “Fairview”, Alcombe, Minehead.  Commemorated 
Avesnes – le- Comte Cemetery.  Pas de Calais. 

1901 Census, “Stanton Cottage”, Dunster, next to Dunster Lodge, Manor Road.  Richard Passmore, 47, 
House Painter, born Minehead.  Elizabeth Passmore, 48, born Dunster.  Harry Passmore, 13, born Dunster.  
Amy Passmore, 6, born Dunster.   

Harry was baptised 12/2/1888 Dunster.   

1911 Census, “Fairview”, Alcombe, Dunster.  Richard Passmore, 57, Painter and Decorator, born 
Minehead.  Elizabeth Passmore, 58, married thirty years, born Dunster.  William Passmore, 29, born 
Dunster.  Harry Passmore, 23, Carpenter, born Dunster.  Amy, 16, born Dunster.  

In the 89th Royal Engineers War Diary there is the following:  21/3/1917 Arras.  22/3/1917 No 4 Section 
caught by shell fire in Ronville.  6 killed and 3 wounded including Sapper Passmore.  2 other Sappers 
suffered shell concussion.  23/3/1917 Sapper Passmore died of wounds received on 22nd.  He had been 
working on the Ronville – Beaurains Road.   

WILLIAM PASSMORE   

WSFP 4/3/1911: “Death of an Old Inhabitant: William Passmore”. “On Friday 24th February there passed 
away at his residence, 13 Holloway Street, one of the oldest tradesmen in Minehead in the person of Mr 
William Passmore aged 81.  Mr Passmore was born at a time when Minehead was not the pretty health 
resort that it has since become.  Though in 1830 it was still a borough and had the distinction of sending 
two Members of Parliament, a privilege lost under The Reform Act 1832.  That was quite in the time of 
Mr Passmore’s childhood and he remembered nothing of the stirring election times for which the old 
borough was famous, but in the course of a long life he has seen many changes while the town was 
growing from a fishing village to a fashionable watering place.  He took a quiet interest in all that went on 
and would often converse in a very interesting manner of old times.   

For many years he carried on business as a Grocer in a shop close to Tythings Court in the street then 
known as Frog Street, where his family grew up.  When the street was being rebuilt he moved across to 
the corner shop opposite the Queens Head Hotel, the name of the street being then altered to Holloway 
Street.  Here he carried on business for several years until he passed it on to his children, he and his wife 
settling at No.13 where they have since lived since retirement.   

The business was eventually disposed of to Mr W E Batchelor and later transferred to The Parade.  After 
retiring he was a familiar figure to be seen taking his constitutional walks around North Hill.  He was a 
regular worshipper at St Andrews until he became confined to his house with asthma some 6 years ago 
and during this time he has had several sharp attacks and has been tended by Dr T J Ollerhead, The Rev 
Prebendary Sainsbury being also a constant and welcome visitor.  All through his illness he managed most 
days to come downstairs and only since the beginning of the present year Mr and Mrs Passmore 
celebrated their Golden Wedding. 

Mr Passmore took a great interest in charitable works and was especially interested in Missions, Hospitals 
and Homes.  For many years he was a member of The Primrose League and a staunch Conservative.  He 
leaves a wife, five children (two sons, three daughters) all married.  He will be laid to rest in the Parish 
Churchyard.” 



1841 Census:  Church Street, Minehead.  John Passmore, 50, Shopkeeper.  John Passmore, 18, Shoemaker.  
Sarah Passmore, 48.  Richard Passmore, 21, Carpenter.  Sarah Passmore, 15.  William Passmore, 11.  
Caroline Passmore, 11, twin of the above. 

William Passmore baptised 12/1/1830 Minehead.  Father John, mother, Sarah. 

1851 Census:  Church Street, Minehead.  John Passmore, 62, Shopkeeper, born Wootton Courtenay.  Sarah 
Passmore, 59, born Minehead.  William Passmore, 21, born Minehead, Currier.  Caroline Passmore, 21, 
born Minehead, Shop Woman.  William Passmore, Grandson, born Bristol.   

12/4/1857 William Passmore married Sarah Jane Symons.  Sarah Jane Passmore buried 14/3/1858 aged 
20, Minehead.   

23/10/1860  William Passmore, widower, Shopkeeper of Minehead, married Ann Tudball. 

1861 Census: Frog Street, Minehead.  William Passmore, 31, Shopkeeper, born Minehead.  Ann Passmore, 
31, Shopkeeper, born Minehead.   

1871 Census: Frog Street, Minehead.  William Passmore, 41, Shopkeeper, Grocer.  Ann Passmore, 41.  
Edith Passmore, 8.  Kate Passmore, 6.  Alfred Passmore, 4.  Annie Passmore, 1.  All born Minehead.   

1881 Census:  Frog Street, Minehead.  William Passmore, 51, Shopkeeper Grocer. Annie Passmore, 51.  
Edith Passmore, 18, Dressmaker.  Kate, 16.  Alfred, 14, Carpenter.  Annie, 11.  Harry 8.  

1891 Census: 4 Frog Street, Minehead.  William Passmore, 61, Grocer.  Ann Passmore, 61.  Edith Passmore, 
28, Dressmaker.  Kate Passmore, 26, Grocer’s Assistant. Alfred, 24, Carpenter.  Annie Passmore, 21, 
Grocer’s Assistant.  Harry Passmore, 18, Grocer’s Assistant.   

1901 Census:  Holloway Street.  William Passmore, 70, Retired Grocer.  Ann Passmore, 70, Retired Grocer.  

William Passmore died 24/2/1911, 13 Holloway Street; buried 3/3/1911 St Michaels.  

EDITH  PASSMORE 

19/4/1902 Timewell-Passmore, April 9 at St Michaels, Edward Albert youngest son of Mr James Timewell, 
High Street, Dunster to Edith eldest daughter of Mr William Passmore Holloway Street.  

1911 Census: West Street, Dunster.  E A Timewell, Farmer, 45 born Stogumber.  Edith Timewell, 48, born 
Minehead (baptised 8/3/1863), no children.  

Edith Timewell of 30 Bampton Street, Minehead, widow, died 27/12/1929, administration to Alfred 
Passmore, Retired Tobacconist and Harry Passmore, Tobacconist.   

KATE  PASSMORE 

WSFP 21/1/1903 Wednesday: “Wedding St Andrews”.  “Daniel Hallett who for ten years has done 
excellent duty at Minehead as Police Constable gaining respect and esteem of all who know him.  Youngest 
son of the late Mr Daniel Hallett of Stroud Farm, St James Road, Netherbury, Dorset.  Married Miss Kate 
Passmore second daughter of Mr W Passmore an old and respected tradesman of Minehead.”   

In 1911 Kate was staying with her sister Annie at 19 Holloway Street.  In 1911 Daniel her husband was at 
Police Station, Taunton, a Police Sergeant aged 40 born Netherbury.  Also at The Police Station Taunton 
was Caroline Passmore, 59, single born Minehead, visitor, independent means.   



1939 Register:  “Glenside” The Holloway, Minehead.  Daniel Hallett, born 6/4/1871 Retired 
Superintendent of Police.  Kate Hallett born 23/2/1865.   

Kate Hallett of “Glenside” The Holloway died 5/10/1951.   

ALFRED  PASSMORE 

1901 Census: Holloway Street.  Alfred Passmore, 34, Carpenter and Picture Framer. Edith Passmore, 38, 
Sister, Grocer Shopkeeper.  Kate Passmore, 36, Sister, Grocer Shopkeeper. 

Alfred Passmore married Mary Fleming 3rd Quarter 1903.   

1911 Census: 15 Glenmore Road, Alfred Passmore, 45, Picture Frame Maker and Joiner, born Minehead.  
Mary Passmore, 40, born Ireland.  

1939 Register:  30 Bampton Street, Alfred Passmore, widower, born 11,10/1866, Retired Carpenter.   

Alfred Passmore of 30 Bampton Street died 23/11/1951.  Probate to Marie Winifred Passmore (born 
11/81918 mother’s maiden surname Upham).   

ANNIE PASSMORE 

28/1/1895 Parish Church Minehead. Sidney Charles Hurford 25, Tailor married Annie Passmore, 25 at St 
Andrews Bristol.   

1901 Census: Sidney C Hurford 31, Assistant Schoolmaster born Weston Super Mare.  Annie Hurford 31, 
born Minehead.  Olive A Hurford, 5, born Clifton, Gloucestershire. Raymond C Hurford, 3, born Minehead.   

1911 Census: 19 Holloway Street.  Sidney Charles Hurford, 41, Assistant Teacher born Weston Super Mare.  
Annie Hurford, 41.  Olive Annie Hurford, 15, born Clifton.  Raymond C Hurford, 13, born Minehead 
(7/8/1897).  Audrey Vivienne Hurford, 8, born Minehead (married Eric Lancelot Newcombe 3rd Quarter 
1928, died 13/11/1993).  Anne Passmore, 81, mother in law.  Kate Hallett, sister in law, 45.  

1939 Register: 19 Holloway Street, Charles S Hurford, born 20/11/1869 Retired Schoolmaster.  Annie 
Hurford born 15/9/1869. 

1939 Register: “Hillside” Holloway Street.  Audrey V Newcombe born 17/5/1902.  John C Newcombe born 
18/4/1931. 

Annie Hurford of “Hillside” Holloway Street died 18/11/1947.  Administration to Raymond Charles 
Hurford, Schoolmaster.   

HARRY  PASSMORE 

Passmore – Hodge Jan 23 1900 at St Olave’s Church Poughill Cornwall.  Harry, 27, Tobacconist, youngest 
son of Mr William Passmore, Holloway St, Minehead to Emily youngest daughter of Mr Francis Hodge, 
Newland Cottage, Exford. 

1901 Census:  The Parade, Minehead.  Harry Passmore, 28, Tobacconist Shopkeeper.  Emily Passmore, 32. 

1911 Census:  3 The Parade, Minehead.  Harry Passmore, 38, Tobacconist born Minehead.  Emily 
Passmore, 42, Assistant in the Business, born Exford.  Harold Henry Passmore, 7, born Minehead. 

1939 Register:  32 Bampton Street, Minehead (Rydal House).  Harold H Passmore born 28/10/1903, 
Tobacconist (died 18/12/1951).  Hilda Daisy Passmore (nee Bury) born 11/10/1899 (died 23/11/1952). 



1939 Register: 3 The Parade, Minehead.  Harry Passmore, born 6/8/1972, Tobacconist/Newsagent.  Emily 
Passmore born 10/5/1868. 

Harry Passmore of 3 The Parade Minehead died 2/4/1955, administration to Joseph William Passmore 
Newsagent and Tobacconist (born 3rd Quarter 1930 mother’s maiden surname Bury).   

  



PAUL, WILLIAM  JOHN   

1901 Census. 12 Woodcombe Cottages.  George Paul, 34, Farm Labourer, born Minehead.  Emma Paul, 
30, Laundress, born Washford.  William Paul, 4, born Minehead.   

1911 Census, Bratton Minehead.  George Paul, 44, Farm Labourer, born Minehead.  Emma Paul, 42, born 
Old Cleeve, married 18 years.  William John Paul, 14, Telegraphist Messenger.  

Died 13/11/1916 commemorated Thiepval Memorial. No.Z/999 Howe Battalion, Royal Naval Division.   

William John Paul Z/999 enlisted 12/7/1915.  Next of kin George Paul, Bratton, Minehead.  19/7/1915 
attached to 4th Battalion (4/A/886, RND/7595); 9/9/1915 drafted from 4th Battalion to 2nd Reserve 
Battalion, Blandford.  5/12/1915 drafted from 2nd Reserve Battalion to Howe Battalion.  17/12/1915 
Disembarked Alexandria .  26/12/1915 Embarked to join unit aboard HMT Lake Michigan, and joined 
Howe Battalion at Mudros West 10/1/1916.  7/5/1916 Embarked HMT Briton.  12/5/1916 Disembarked 
Marseilles.  13/11/1916  Attack on Beaucourt and killed in action.   

See also details for Dyer T G.   

  



PERCIFULL family 

1901 Census:  Beach Hotel, Minehead.  Ellen Percifull, 41, Hotel Proprietress, born Ringmer, Surrey.  Amy 
Percifull, sister, 30, Domestic Help, born Ringmer, Surrey.   

1911 Census: Beach Hotel, Ellen Percifull, Head, 50, Hotel Proprietor.  Amy Percifull, sister, 40. 

1911 Census: Beach House, The Avenue, Minehead.  Frederick Percifull75, widower, gentleman, born 
Coulsdon, Surrey.  Annie Percifull, 46 single, daughter.  Florence Purcifull, 45, single, daughter, born 
Ringmer, Surrey. 

1901 Census: Glenmore House, Glenmore Road, Minehead.  Frederick Percifull, widower, 65, born 
Coulsdon.  Annie Percifull, 36, daughter, born Kingsmere, Sussex.  Florence Percifull, 34, daughter, born 
Kingsmere, Sussex.  Percival R Littleworth, grandson, 13, born Kings Brompton, Devon.   

Frederick Percifull, born 1835, Coulsdon, Surrey; baptised 1/11/1835 Coulsdon.  Father, Edward, Butcher.  
Mother, Martha, abode Coulsdon.   

1851 Census: Waddington, Coulsdon.  George Butt, Beerhouse Keeper and Baker, 45; Martha Butt, 57; 
John Percifull, 27, step son, Castrater, born Coulsdon;  Frederick Percifull, 16, step son,  apprentice 
Castrater born Coulsdon.   

July 1857 Frederick Percifull married Jane Putland (1828-1900). 

1861 Census: Ringmer, Cottages, Ringmer House.  Frederick Percifull, 26, Whipper In for Fox Hounds, born 
Coulsdon.  Jane Percifull, 32, born Willingdon, Sussex.  Louisa Percifull, 3 (baptised 9/5/1858) born 
Ringmer; Ellen Percifull, 1, born Ringmer. 

1871 Census: Ringmer, South Down Hunt.  Frederick Percifull, 36, Whipper in to South Down Foxhounds, 
born Coulsdon.  Jane Percifull 42 born Willingdon; Louisa Percifull, 13, born Ringmer; Ellen Percifull 
*baptised 19/2/1860), born Ringmer; Mathilda Percifull, 9, (born Ringmer 1/11/1861); Annie Percifull, 6, 
born Ringmer; Florence Percifull, 5, born Ringmer; Amy Percifull, 3 months, born Ringmer.  

1881 Census: Wembworthy, Crediton, Station House.  Frederick Percifull 45, Stud Groom; Jane Percifull, 
52. Mathilda Percifull, 19, Draper’s Assistant;  Amy Percifull, 10. 

Mathilda Percifull married William Littleworth 2nd Quarter 1886, Crediton.   

1891 Census: Wembworthy, Fred Percifull, 55, Stud Groom.  Jane Percifull, 62.   

Jane Percifull,( nee Putland) of Minehead died 8/1/1900.  Administration to Frederick Percifull, husband, 
Stable Keeper. 

1902 Kelly’s Guide: Miss Ellen Percifull, Beach Hotel (family commercial posting); facing sea close to 
station and golf links; Dulverton and Lynton Coaches start from Hotel; good stabling; loose boxes for 
hunting; Billiards. 

26/9/1916 Frederick Percifull of Beach House, formerly of Ringmer House, Ringmer, died.   

1891 Census: 123 Queens Gate, Kensington.  Ellen Percifull, 31, born Ringer.  Annie Percifull, 26, born 
Ringmer, Amy Percifull, 20, born Ringmer. 

1939 Register: 62 Alcombe Road, Minehead: Annie Percifull, born 13/5/1864; Florence Percifull born 
2/1/1866. 



1939 Register:  10 Warden Road, Minehead, Ellen Percifull, born 20/12/1860; Amy Percifull, born 
7/12/1970. 

S S Andes 23/2/1929 1st Class to Madeira, Annie Percifull, Minehead, Hotel Manageress, 64.   

Louisa Percifull died 4th Quarter 1940.  Florence Percifull died 8/8/1946. Annie Percifull died 11/12/1956.  
Ellen Percifull died 4th Quarter 1956.  Amy Percifull died 3rd Quarter 1952.  All registered Exmoor.   

Transcription of VAD card. “address Beach House, Minehead.  Service January 1916 to 7/11/1918 at 
Minehead Hospital.  House Orderly/Ward Pro.  She at first answered all bells and telephones.  Looked 
after the Staff Room.  Then went to wards as PRO.  2960 hours.  This member has had great difficulty in 
coming to work but has always answered the call when wanted.  An invalid father, whom they nursed, 
kept them tied at home.  On his death they regularly gave half days till her sister got ill; for six months she 
was away nursing her then came back regularly but had to give up when her own health broke down.  And 
she had to undergo treatment for appendicitis.  Her work was well and greatly done and we all missed 
her when she had to give up.  Queen Alexandra’s Diploma for Honourable Services rendered.  

FLORENCE PERCIFULL 

Transcription VAD card: “address Beach House Hotel, Minehead.  Service: November 1914 to December 
1916.  Nurse in Wards doing dressings.  Day work only, 1805 hours.  Yeomanry and Red Cross Hospitals.  
This member worked well while on duty but had to give up as she was not strong enough to continue.   

 

  



PLOWDEN, JANE TYLDEN (Cecelia) 

Her VAD card gives her address as: “Stottesden” King Edward Road, Minehead.   

1911 Census: “Sunnyside” Irnham Road, Minehead.  Jane Tylden Plowden, 36, married 6 years, born 
Merton, Surrey.  Ceceia Muriel Plowden, 5, born Silverton.  Minnie Slocock, sister, 32, married 8 years, 
born Garboldisham, Norfolk.   

1939 Register:  11 King Edward Road, Minehead.  Jane T Plowden, born 4/11/1874, widow.  Cecelia M 
Plowden, born 26/1/1906, single.  Birth registered Tiverton.  Francis S A Slocock, and Minnie Slocock.   

Trevor Chichelle Plowden, 35, Captain Indian Army, married Jane Tylden Russell, 22/3/1905, Nagpur, 
India.  Her father was Charles Robert Tylden Russell.   

Trevor Chichelle Plowden born 20/7/1869 Abbottabad, India.  Father, Trevor John Chichelle Plowden, 
Mother, Anna Blanche.   

Trevor Chichelle Plowden of Stottesden, Kind Edward Road, Minehead, died 29/7/1927 at 6 Arlington 
Villas, Clifton, Bristol.  Jane Tylden Plowden widow. 

Jane Tylden Plowden of 15 The Avenue, Minehead died 2/9/1957 at 21 Irnham Road, Minehead.  Probate 
to Cecelia Muriel Allfrey, wife of Arthur Moubray St Crispin Allfrey.  Cecelia M Plowden married Arthur M 
St C Allfrey, 1st Quarter 1948 , registered Exmoor.  

Charles Robert Tylden Russell (The Russell Family) 

1911 Census: King Edward Road, Minehead.  Charles Robert Tylden Russell, 69, retired Commander RN, 
born Stottesden  Vicarage, Shropshire.  Cecelia Jane Russell, 59, married 38 years, born East Bolden, 
Newcastle On Tyne. 

Charles Robert Tylden baptised 8/5/1842, son of Harry Vane Russell, Vicar of Stottesden and Elizabeth 
Russell.   

29/10/1872, St George, Hanover Square, Charles Robert Tylden Russell, Lieutenant. RN, Portland, married 
Elizabeth Jane Hutton Potts of Hanover Street. 

Charles Robert Tylden Russell of “Stockwell” King Edward Road, Minehead, died 26/11/1918.  Probate to 
Geoffrey Holt Stilwell. 

Elizabeth Jane Hutton (Cecelia) Potts (Russell) died 21/10/1914. 

Elizabeth Jane Hutton Russell of Stockwell, Minehead, died 21/10/1914 wife of Charles R T Russell. 

Charles R T Russell’s son Robert Vane Russell (1873 to 1915) died 30/12/1915 when ship attacked and 
sunk off Crete.   

Robert Vane Russell whilst at Winchester School (1886 to 1891) won the prize of Modern Languages.  He 
then went up to Trinity College, Cambridge and joined the Indian Civil Service in 1893.  He served in the 
Central Provinces as an Assistant Commissioner and became Superintendent of Ethnography in 1902.  He 
compiled “The Castes and Tribes of Central Provinces” published 1916.  As  Superintendent of Census 
Operations  he oversaw the Census of India 1901.  He died 30/12/1915, when the ship SS Persia on which 
he was travelling back to India, was torpedoed by U38 commanded by Max Valentine of Crete.  It sank in 
ten minutes killing 343 out of 519.  It was controversial as the ship was sunk without warning.  Among the 



passengers was John Douglas Scott Montague, 2nd Baron Montague of Beaulieu, who survived and his 
secretary Eleanor Thornton who was the model for the Rolls Royce “Spirit of Ecstasy” who drown.  

“Trevor Chichelle Plowden born 20/7/1869, educated Cheltenham and RMC Sandhurst.  Joined 2nd 
Queens Regiment 1889 and afterwards Indian Army.  Is now in the Civil Commission of Central Provinces 
as a Deputy Commissioner.  He is a major in the Indian Army.  Medal for Lushai 1893. Married 22/3/1905 
Jane Tylden (born 4/11/1874) eldest daughter of Commander Charles R T Russell RN.” 

“Russell Charles Robert Tylden (Captain) born circa 1845 (England), died 26/11/1918 (England).  Arrived 
29/6/1886 per “Elderslie” (32 passengers) from London with family: In 1870s (England) married Cecelia 
Hutton Potts.  Children: Charles, Eleanor, Jane, (all born England), Robert Vane (entered Indian Civil 
Service, went down in the wreck of “Empress of India” sic), Cecelia, Susan Hoyle, Minnie, Elizabeth.  
Fremantle Chief Harbour Master, (1886 to 1902).  Residence Arthur’s Head; on retirement returned to 
England.  Educated as for Officer RN in England.  Competent artist.” 

Captain Russell, the artist, was Fremantle’s Harbour Master from 1886 to 1902 during the time of the 
major extension and opening of the harbour proper.  He had been a Commander in the RN but on his 
marriage to Miss Cecelia Hutton Potts took up farming to please his Father in Law who disliked the idea 
of Navy life for a married man.  However, farming didn’t appeal and in 1886 he accepted the position as 
Harbour Master at Fremantle.  Responsible for a large number of paintings chiefly of marine subjects.  His 
daughter, Susan Hoyle (Dolly) married Architect Charles Lancelot Oldham, father of John Oldham.   

Charles R T Russell Lieutenant RN 17/4/1862; Commander at 1/10/1873.  

Collections of his art are to be found at Royal Western Australia History Society, Perth; Art Gallery of 
Western Australia, Perth, Western Australian Museum, Perth.  He arrived from London 29/6/1886 and 
took charge of the Harbour and Light Department at Fremantle 5.7.1886.  Exhibited at the 1st Annual Art 
Exhibition, Wilgie Club 1890.  Left Western Australia circa 1902.  Wilgie 1st Annual Exhibition of Paintings 
held 4/6/1890.  Wilgie Sketching Club 1st Annual Exhibition of Oil and Water Colour Paintings in the 
Railway Institute Reading Room, opposite Railway Yards in Wellington Street, Perth (no other exhibition 
held).  Opened by Lady Fraser.   

Western Mail, Perth, 19/6/1886.  “The SS Elderslie was despatched by Messrs. Trinder Anderson & Co on 
the 8th and left Gravesend the following morning.  Enclosed is a list of passengers amongst whom are 
Captain Russell RN who goes out to take up the appointment of Harbour Master at Fremantle; Captain 
Chas. Russell, Mrs Russell, Miss Jane Russell and Miss Eleanor Russell.  Elderslie left from Deal May 9th 
with 16 Salon Passengers and 21 Steerage, including Captain C R and Mrs Cecelia Russell, Misses Jane and 
Eleanor Russell.” 

Report of the SS Elderslie, The West Australian, 1st July 1886 “Left London docks May 9th, reached Canary 
Islands 16th, leaving the same day.  The Cape was made on the night of June 6th and the Steamer left on 
the 7th.  On 13/14 June tremendous gales were experienced during which two Jersey Cows and two Bulls 
on board were lost, two of them being swept overboard.  In the same storm the vessel lost her square 
sails.  Another gale 20 to 21 June during which the sea broke into the Chart Room and smashed two of 
the boats.  In both gales considerable damage done to the fittings of the ship and in that of 14th June two 
of the crew sustained severe injuries.   The vessel reached Fremantle on the evening of 29t June” 

29/6/1886 “The Elderslie, 2700 tons from London, Millar Master.  Saloon passengers included Captain 
Russell Mrs Russell and the Misses Russell (2).” 



Western Mail, Saturday 10/7/1886: “Captain Russell the new Harbour Master took over duties of his office 
on Tuesday morning.” 

The West Australian 24/4/1902: “Captain C R Russell R N, presentation by ship owners.  Captain C R Russell 
RN retiring Chief Harbour Master of this State who left for England yesterday in the GMS KonigenLuise 
was made the recipient of a purse of sovereigns yesterday morning by the recipients of various shipping 
companies at Fremantle.” 

The West Australian 17/4/1902, Thursday.  “The Chief Harbour Master Captain C R Russel RN will be a 
passenger for England by the German Mail Steamer KonigenLuise leaving Fremantle next Wednesday.  
Captain Russell has been granted six months leave of absence and upon the expiration of that leave will 
retire from the Service.  Captain Russell came to this state in June 1886 having been appointed to the 
position he now holds by Earl Granville then Secretary of State to the Colonies.  During Captain Russell’s 
term of office he has made himself deservedly popular in the Service and shipping circles at the Port by 
his courteous and general manner.” 

Western Mail, Saturday. 26/4/1902. “Captain C R Russell, RN accompanied by Mrs and Miss Jane Russell 
left for London yesterday in the KonigenLuise.  180 Passengers left Fremantle.” 

1881 Census:  Plantation Road, Blo Norton, Norfolk.  Charles R T Russell, 39, Cecelia Russell, 29.  Robert V 
Russell, 7, born 8/8/1873, Portland, Dorset; Jane T Russell, 6, born 4/4/1874, Merton, Surrey;  Susan H 
Russell, 5, born 4/3/1876, Blo Norton; Minnie,2, born 17/121878, Blo Norton  

Eleanor Russell born 27/1/1881 Garboldishan, Norfolk. 

Transcription VAD card: “Cecelia” Plowden, address, “Stottesden”, King Edward Road, Minehead.  Service 
Norvember 1914 to December 1917  This member worked well till illness at home required her services 
there.  She could only do half time but worked steadily.  Invalid Father and Mother, also child constantly 
ill.   

  



POMEROY, THE HON. HILDA  EVELYN   

1939 Register: “The Rubicon” Western Lane, Minehead.  Hilda E Pomeroy, single, born 16/9/1866. 

5/10/1892 at St Judes Church, Kensington, London, Thomas Arthur Carless Attwood, 29, Bachelor, 
Gentleman residing at Carlsrule; Father, Thomas Aurelius Attwood deceased, barrister, married Hilda 
Evelyn Pomeroy 26, spinster, or 119 Cromwell Road.  Father, James Spencer, Viscount Harberton. 

Decree Nisi 6/2/1902; final decree 11/8/1902.  Divorce granted by reason of “his incapacity to 
consummate the said marriage”.  Marriage annulled.  

In 1902 living at Hollymount Malvern, lived and co habited with Thomas Arthur Carless Attwood at St 
Ethelbert Street, Hereford; Peachfield Malvern Common, and Hollymount Malvern.  The said marriage has 
never been consummated by reason of “the frigidity and impotence of the parts of generation of the said 
Arthur etc”.  Marriage declared null and void. 

1881 Census: 26 Norham Gardens, Oxford.  The Hon. Hilda E Pomeroy,  Boarder, 14, born Richmond, 
Surrey.   

1891 Census: 119 Cromwell Road, Kensington.  James Spencer, Viscount Harberton, 54, born Ireland.  
Florence Wallace, Viscountess, 47.  Ernest Arthur Pomeroy, 23, born Ham, Surrey; Hilda Evelyn Pomeroy, 
24, born Ham, Surrey.   

1901 Census:  Hollymount, Worcester Road, Great Malvern.  Hilda E Attwood, 33, born Ham Common, 
Surrey.  Ernest A Pomeroy, 34, own means.  Spencer E Holland, cousin, 27, Lieutenant Rifle Brigade. 

1911 Census:  Eaton Lodge, Malvern.  Hilda Evelyn Pomeroy, 44, Private means, born Latchmere House, 
Ham, Surrey. Plus two servants 

James Spencer Pomeroy, 6th Viscount of Harberton married Florence Wallace Legge, 2/4/1861, died 
4/12/1912 aged 76.   

Children: Aline Florence died 11/8/1880, Hilda Evelyn died 28/10/1948, Ernest Arthur George, 7th 
Viscount, (1867 to 1944), Ralph Legge 8th Viscount (1869 to 1956).  

The Hon. Hilda Evelyn Pomeroy of Royston, Summerland Avenue, single woman, died 28/10/1948 at The 
Mount Royal Nursing Home, Minehead. 

Kelly’s Guide 1919 shows Hilda living at Northwood, North Hill, and in 1927 at The Rubicon, Western Lane, 
Minehead.  

Lady Florence Harberton who was eccentric, self confident, dedicated and rich, campaigned for it to be 
acceptable for women to wear more practical clothing eg for cycling and she was one of the founders of 
the Rational Dress Society of which she was president in 1883. 

Transcription of VAD Card: “address Northmoor, Minehead. Served from January 1916 to 26/5/1919.  
Orderly, waiting on staff, and in the Men’s Dining Hall, housework and washing up.  Dining Hall Orderly 
3126 hours.  The Honourable Hilda Pomeroy has worked as an Orderly doing any kind of work required, 
always amiable and willing, she has stuck to her work, though not a young woman regularly and well and 
whatever she has done she gave her mind to.  Worked up to our closing (then she had an invalid brother 
to look after) for the last nine months doing many duties as Dining Hall Orderly.  Queen Alexandra’s 
Diploma for Honourable Work.  

  



PONSFORD,THOMAS  

WSFP Saturday 14/8/1897: “Death of Mr Ponsford of Minehead.” “Died at 8 The Avenue on Thursday 8.45 
p.m. August 12 1897. “ “Last attended the meeting of Minehead UDC, of which he was Chairman, July 12”.   

“Mr Ponsford born Cutcombe on 29/11/1810; 86 when died.  Educated at Minehead at a school near the 
Parish Church kept by Mr Lewry.  When quite a boy he became a Clerk in the Office of Mr William Leigh 
of the firm Messrs Leigh & Warden of Bardon near Washford.  About 1853 he went to Plymouth where 
he was articled to Mr Coppleston in Radcliffe, a solicitor of some eminence. He remained there 7 years 
and in the meantime married Miss Warden sister of Mr Thomas Warden and Mr James Warden, who 
carried on the practice at Bardon after the death of Mr Leigh.  In 1860 he returned to Bardon, Mr Thomas 
Warden having died about 2 years previously and became a partner in the practice with Mr James 
Warden, the firm being known from that time up to 1883 (when Mr James Warden died) as Warden 
&Ponsford.   

On the succession of George Fownes Luttrell to the Dunster Castle Estate in 1867, Mr Ponsford (who had 
previously been his solicitor) was appointed his Steward and he continued to manage the property until 
1883, the firm of which he was the Principle and which he later enlarged by taking in first as Partner Mr T 
Joyce and afterwards Mr J R Davis, continuing up to the present time as Mr Luttrell’s solicitor. 

While connected with the Dunster Castle Estates as Steward he had a great deal to do with the 
improvement of the property in general and Minehead in particular; Mr Luttrell steadily carrying out the 
improvements of the estate of which he had become the owner.  The extension of the Railway from 
Watchet to Minehead was one of the schemes which Mr Ponsford was involved in.   

On 1/5/1883 he took up residence in Minehead and from that time on was intent on making Minehead a 
health resort.  He expended large sums of money in building.  The Esplanade lodging houses, Esplanade 
Hotel, The Wellington Temperance Hotel and the Public Hall are some of the instances of his enterprise, 
but these are only a few out of the many houses and buildings he erected or was instrumental in erecting 
in Minehead.   

For some time he was a member of the Williton Board of Guardians and Clerk to the Dunster Highway 
Board.  When the local Board was formed for Minehead in 1891 he was elected as Member with Mr 
Bosanquet being Chairman.” 

Thomas son of Richard and Mary Ponsford baptised 1/1/1811. 

1841 Census: Bardon, Thomas Warden, 40, Attorney.  Elizabeth Warden, 45.  Anna Warden, 50.  Mary 
Leigh, 9.  Thomas Ponsford, 30, Clerk.   

1851 Census:  Bardon House, St Decumans.  Thomas Warden, 55, Attorney at Law.  Elizabeth Warden, 
wife (Elizabeth Stephens married Thomas Warden, 5/5/1827 at St Decumans).  Anna Warden, 41, sister 
born Ringwood.  Thomas Ponsford, 40, Attorney’s Clerk. 

1/6/1852.  Thomas Ponsford married Anna Warden, Articled Clerk to an Attorney, residence Plymouth, 
father, Richard; she was resident at Bardon.  Married St Decumans. 

Thomas Warden buried 25/4/1856 aged 61, St Decumans, abode Bardon.  He was baptised 6/10/1797 
Ringwood and articled to Robert Hemming 10/5/1814 Ringwood. 

1861 Census:  Bardon, St Decumans.  James Warden, Head, 50, Solicitor.  Thomas Ponsford, 50, Solicitor.  
Anna Ponsford, 51, wife.   



1871 Census:  Bardon House, St Decumans.  James Warden, Head, 60, Solicitor/Partner.  Thomas 
Ponsford, Head, 60, Solicitor/Partner.  Anna Ponsford, wife, 61, born Ringwood, Hants.  

Anna Ponsford died 26/1/1878. 

1881 Census:  Bardon, St Decumans.  James Warden, Head, unmarried, 70, Solicitor in actual practice, 
born Ringwood.  Thomas Ponsford, Widower, Partner, Solictor in actual practice, born Exton.  Plus 3 
servants and a nurse. 

James Warden of Bardon St Decumans died 20/5/1881 at Bardon.  Thomas Ponsford sole executor.  Buried 
at St Decumans 25/5/1881, aged 70 (born 17/10/1810).  

1891 Census:  8 The Avenue, Minehead.  Thomas Ponsford, widower, 80, retired solicitor, born Exton.  
Anna Ponsford Hill, niece, 32, Housekeeper.   

  



POYNTZ,EDWARD  STEPHEN  MASSY  

Edward S M Poyntz died at Warden House, Minehead, 26/12/1934. 

Wells Journal 28/12/1934: “Death of former County Cricket Captain”. “Somerset sporting circles have 
suffered a great loss by the death of Mr E S M Poyntz the former County Cricket Captain.  Mr Poyntz who 
had been ill in a London Nursing Home for several months expressed the wish to return home for 
Christmas and he was taken to Minehead on Saturday.  He was in the 1901 XI at Haileybury and first 
appeared in County cricket in 1905.  He first Captained Somerset in 1913.  Mr Poyntz also played rugby 
for Harlequins, touring Germany with one of their sides.  He also played for Bridgwater Albion.  He was 
the third son of Major Poyntz, Chief Constable of Essex. He was born 1883 and died December 26 aged 
51”.   

Haileybury Register 1897: born 27/10/1883 son of the late Major Poyntz, Chief Constable of Essex; 
Gotham House, Tiverton, North Devon.  Entered 1897, X1 1901, XV 1901; played for Somerset X1. 

Wisden Obituary 1934: “Poyntz Mr E S Massy, died December 26.  A member of the Haileybury X1 in 1901.  
Mr Poyntz made his first appearance for Somerset in 1905 and played regularly for the County until the 
outbreak of war, being Captain in 1913 and 1914.  He made a few appearances in 1919.  An enterprising 
Batsman he hit the ball hard and was an excellent Fielder.  In his first season with Somerset he played in 
5 matches scoring 307 runs with the highest score of 87 and an average of 34.31.  After this promising 
start he did little of note until 1910 when he made 352 runs in 10 matches while the next Summer he 
scored 597 in 14 games.  In 1914 his aggregate reached 642 runs but he averaged only 18.34.  It was during 
his Captaincy that J C White the famous left handed slow bowler was discovered.  Mr Poyntz played under 
S M J Woods and John Daniell who he succeeded.”.   

His mother Henrietta Emily Stainton (Laycock) Poyntz is listed in the Minehead Street List of residents for 
1910 – Mrs Poyntz, “Kelowna” Queens Road.   

Kelly’s Guide has the following entries for her: 1914 Poyntz, “Kelowna” Queens Road, Minehead.  1919 
Poyntz, “Kelowna”, Warden Road, Minehead.  1927, Poyntz, Warden House, Warden Road, Minehead.   

She died 6/9/1934 and is buried in Minehead Cemetery. 

His sister Hilda Maud Poyntz has the following entry in the 1939 Register:  “Stowey Port”, Warden Road, 
Minehead.  Hilda M Poyntz, born 1/11/1875, Private Means. 

She died 9/9/1955 and is also buried in Minehead Cemetery.   

E S M Poyntz was born 27/10/1883 and baptised 19/12/1883 Springfield, All Saints, Essex.  Birth registered 
4th Quarter 1883, Chelmsford.   

1891 Census:  “Molescroft” Granville Road, Eastbourne.  William H Poyntz, 52, Retired Major (Marines) 
born Ireland.  Henrietta Poyntz, 41, born London.  Mary E Poyntz, 20, born Chatham.  Henry W Poyntz, 
19, Military Cadet, born York.  Henrietta M Poyntz, 18, born Friern Barnet.  E S M Poyntz, 7, born 
Chelmsford.   

1901 Census:  Haileybury College, Great Amwell, Herts.  Edward Stephen Massy Poyntz, 17, Student, born 
Chelmsford.   

1911 Census:  Chilwell Hall, Notts.  Geoffrey Nicholas Charlton, 37, Gentleman born Notts.  Mary E 
Charlton, (nee Poyntz), 39, married 22/6/1895 born Chatham.  E S Massy Poyntz, 27, Single, Hops 
Merchant, brother in law, born Chelmsford .   



Father William Henry Poyntz died 21/10/1892. 

His brother Major Henry William Poyntz died 24/12/1912 in a shooting accident at Deolali, India.  He was 
Commanding Officer of the Sherwood Forresters at Deolali.  

  



PRISCOTT,  SIDNEY   

Private 5730418, died 16/7/1944, aged 31; 4th Battalion Dorsetshire Regiment, son of Tom and Emma 
Priscott, Minehead.  Commemorated St Manvieu War Cemetery, Cheux. 

1939 Register; 7 Woodcombe, Minehead.  Emma Priscott, born 15/10/1869. Sidney Priscott, born 
17/2/1913, Baker’s Roundsman. 

Thomas Priscott married Emma Moggridge, 11/3/1891, Minehead.  Tom Priscott died December 1923.  
Emma died 1949. 

After spending nearly five years in the UK guarding the South Coast against invasion and then training for 
D Day, the 43rd Wessex Division landed in Normandy, 7 days after D Day.  Their first major battle 10/7/1944 
near Maltot attacking Hill 112.  The 4th Dorsets captured Eterville.  Then ordered to Maltot.  As they closed 
in on Maltot village a hurricane of machine gun and anti tank fire burst upon them.  Maltot cost the 4th 
348 casualties.  Hill 112 would remain a yardstick of horror, against which all future battles would be 
measured.  On the night of 10/11 July they were just forward of Horseshoe Wood with only five Officers 
and less than eighty Other Ranks remaining.   

At 23.15 on 14/7/1944 the Battalion returned to the Maltot area of Chateau de Fontaine to the South 
West of  Eterville.  They were continually mortared and shelled.  They stayed there till the 18th July.  There 
were a large number of casualties from constant mortaring and shells.   

  



PULSFORD,  HENRY  JOHN  

Plumber 3rd Class, D/MX/54715.  Died 22/5/1941, HMS Gloucester aged 27.  Son of Henry John and Mary 
Annie Pulsford of Minehead.  Commemorated Plymouth Naval Memorial.   

Born 20/5/1914, Minehead.  Henry John Pulsford of 15 Glenmore Road, Minehead, died on or after 
22/5/1941 on War Service.  Administration to Mary Annie Pulsford, Widow.   

Henry John Pulsford, 31 married Mary Annie Davis, 20, 1/11/1898 St Decumens.In 1911 they were living 
at Quay Street, he was a Pier Master/Deputy Harbour Master, Pier Company (A Lutterell Esq).   

1939 Register, 15 Glenmore Road, Mary A Pulsford, born 4/10/1878, Widow, Lodging House Keeper.  
Thomas Pulsford born 20/6/1911, Clerk, Ministry of Labour.  Jane Bishop, born 1/1/1882, unpaid Domestic 
Duty.   

  



PUGSLEY,  HORACE 

Shoeing Smith Pugsley, Horace, 156248, died 27/6/1917 aged 27.  38th Division Ammunition Column Royal 
Field Artillery.  Son of Silas and Sarah Pugsley of Wheddon Cross, Cutcombe, Somerset.   

His name appears on the Alcombe Memorial; his mother’s address was The Court, Alcombe, Minehead.   

Died of wounds, Lijssenthoek Cemetery, a village on the main Communication Line between the Allied 
Military Bases in the rear and the Ypres Battlefields.  Close to Front Line but out of the extreme range of 
most German Artillery, it became a natural place for casualty clearing stations.   

The following is from the Mark Parish Council Website: “Aged 27 son of Silas and Sarah Pugsley Wheddon 
Road Cutcombe.   Lived in Highbridge.  Severely wounded near Lijssenthoek, Belgium, by a shell that burst 
near some wagons taking ammunition to a Battery; died No 3 Casualty Clearing Station (Canadian) and 
buried Lijssentheoek Cemetery.” 

No. 3 Canadian CCS was located at Remy Sidings.  Lijssenthoek was a small village South of Poperinghe, 
20 kilometres from Ypres.  Located next to the rail line running from Poperinghe to Hazebrouck.  A farm 
called Remi Quaghebeur was the focal point for British hospitals (called Corfu Farm on Trench Maps).  
Sidings known as Remi Sidings were built from the main railway Line to enable ambulance trains access 
to the hospitals.   

The Lijssenthoek Website says that he died of “gunshot wounds to the legs and scrotum, in No.3 CCCS  on 
27/6/1917 and buried Lijssenthoek Cemetery reference XV D-14”.   

On the Alcombe Memorial it lists him as a Private in the Royal Field Artillery and date of death as 
29/6/1917. 

1911 Census, The Bungalow, Wheddon Cross.  Silas Pugsley, 56, General Labourer, born Cutcombe.  Sarah 
Pugsley, 60, born Exton, married 36 years.  Richard Pugsley, 34, born Cutcombe, General Labourer.  James 
Pugsley, 31, born Cutcombe, Blacksmith.  Horace Pugsley, 21, born Cutcombe, Blacksmith.   

 

  



QUANTICK,  EDWIN  JOSEPH 

Private, 5th Battalion Dorsetshire Regiment, 20823, died 1/10/1918. Vis-en-Artois Memorial – 
Commemorated men  who fell in the advance to victory and who have no known grave.  

1901 Census, Grove Place, Manor Road, Alcombe.  Edley James Quantick, 29, Brickyard Labourer, born 
Totnes.  Sarah Ann Quantick, 26, born Williton.  Emmeline Edith, 5, born Alcombe.  Florence Elizabeth, 3, 
born Alcombe.  Edwin Joseph, 1, born Alcombe and baptised 27/10/1900.   

1911 Census.  The Court, Alcombe.  Edley J Quantick, 39, born Little Hampstone, Devon.  Sarah Quantick, 
38.  Edwin 11, born Alcombe, at school.   

Listed on the Alcombe Memorial as Private, 5th Dorsets, died 1/10/1918.  

Battle for Aubencheul to Abancourt Railway 1/10/1918.   

October 11918, left Marquion 11.30 and made way to a sunken road North West of Epinoy.  Formed up 
and advanced again shortly before 1300 across the Cambrai Road and at 1530 commenced attack with A 
Company (Captain Daner) on its left, C Company (Lieutenant Blake) on right and D Company (Captain Le 
Cornu) in support and B Company (Lieutenant Baker) in reserve.  Its objective was the Aubencheul to 
Abancourt Railway.   

A Company met stiff opposition from well positioned machine guns and suffered many casualties.  Losses 
were heavy.  1 Officer and 50 Other Ranks killed or missing; 5 Officers, 209 Other Ranks wounded; out of 
a fighting force of well under 500.   

 

  



QUICK,  ALBERT  ALEXANDER 

Private 1420 West Somerset Yeomanry.  Son of Arthur and Mary H Quick of Stogursey School House.  Died 
25/11/1915.  Commemorated on Helles Memorial, tip of the Gallipoli Peninsula. 

1901 Census Sampford Brett, Somerset.  Arthur Quick, 32, School Master, born Timberscombe.  Mary 
Howe Quick (nee Hooper), 32, born Porlock.  Albert Alexander, 7, born Minehead.  Elaine May, 6, born 
Minehead.  Mabel Annie, 5, born Stratton-on-Fosse.  William John, 3, born Stratton. 

1911 Census.  Periton, Minehead.  James Hooper, 66, Road Contractor, born Stoke Perro.  Elizabeth 
Hooper, 64, born Porlock.  Albert A Quick, 16, Grandson, born Minehead, Carpenter’s Apprentice (birth 
registered fourth quarter 1893). 

From the Western Gazette, 3/12/1915.  “QUICK November 25 of dysentery on HM Hospital Ship Nevasa.  
Albert A Quick (1st West Somerset Yeomanry) son of Mr and Mrs H Quick of Childe Okeford, late of 
Minehead, aged 22.   

Entrained for Liverpool 23/9/1915; embarked “Olympic” 24th and sailed 25th.  Arrived Mudros October 1.  
Transferred to “Osmanich” and sailed for Suvla Bay.  Strength 25 Officers and 477 Other Ranks.  Landed 
October 9 and to bivouacs at Oxford Street, KarakolDagh.   

November 3 Relieved 9th Lancashire Fusiliers in the Forward Trenches, Lone Gully Sector.  Relieved on the 
11th November; Forward Trenches on the 18th November, White House Sector; relieved 24th November.   

 

  



RADFORD,RICHARD   

This announcement appeared in the WSFP of 14/3/1860: “Minehead – Preparations have been made for 
the building of a new school room capable of seating 100 children, the cost being met by our excellent 
townsman Richard Radford.”. 

Richard Radford was baptised 27/12/1799 at Minehead; father George, Mother Mary, occupation 
Shipbuilder.  George Radford was a Master Shipwright in Minehead and had an indentured apprentice 
called George Baker in 1801.  George Radford married Mary Jenkins 26/9/1793 and died aged 77, 
12/2/1841 and buried at St Michael’s Minehead, 20/2/1841.   

On 3/11/1831 Richard Radford married Mary Newton at Carhampton.  Their daughter Mary Newton 
Radford was baptised 8/1/1833 at Carhampton; his occupation, Captain of a Merchant Vessel.   

Some of the ships Captained by Richard Radford: “New Volunteer” built 1818, Richard Radford 3/10/1828; 
“Caledonia” 31/7/1829; “Monmouth” built Monmouth 1825, Richard Radford 22/1/1831; “Severn” built 
Bristol 1806, Master Richard Radford 22/1/1831; “Ebenezer” built 1820, Richard Radford 9/11/1831; 
“Jane and Barbara” built Bristol 1813, Richard Radford 23/6/1834; “Speculator” built 1827, Richard 
Radford 18/10/1836.  

In 1841 Richard Radford was living in The Parade, Minehead, Mariner; on 6/10/1842 at Staplegrove, a 
widower, he married Elizabeth Priest, a widower.  Her father was Richard Chappell, Yeoman.   

1851 finds him still on The Parade aged 61, Proprietor of Land, born Minehead, along with his wife 
Elizabeth, 60, born Staplegrove, and his daughter (by his first wife) Mary Radford aged 18, born 
Carhampton.  Again in 1861 all are still living in the same place with Richard still being described as a 
Landed Proprietor.   

WSFP of Saturday 5/8/1865 describes a “Fashionable Wedding”.  “On Thursday this quiet little town was 
all alive in consequence of the marriage of Robert Griffith Paramore of Bratton Court with Miss Mary 
Newton Radford only daughter of Captain Radford of this town.  At an early hour flags and banners floated 
in various parts of the town.”.  Sadly only four years later on 26/10/1869 at Bratton Court Minehead the 
death of Mary Newton Paramore was announced.    

In the 1871 Census, The Parade Minehead, the following information is given:  Robert Radford 71, Retired 
Mariner and Landed Proprietor, born Minehead (blind).  Elizabeth Radford, 70, born Staplegrove.  Alice 
Chappell, sister in law, 54, Annuitant born Staplegrove.   

Richard Radford died at Minehead 9/5/1876 and was buried at Withycombe .  His wife passed away at 
their residence on The Parade 9/12/1879.   

  



RAWLE,  FRANK 

Lance Corporal 18952 8th Battalion Somerset Light Infantry, died 1/7/1916 aged 31.  Son of Emily Jane 
Rawle of 71 Bampton Street, Minehead.  Commemorated Gordon Dump Cemetery, Ovillers-La-Boisselle.   

1911 Census, 71 Bampton Street, Minehead.  Emily Rawle, 57, Widow, Laundress, born Wellington.  
Francis Rawle, 25, Brick Labourer, born Minehead.  Henry J Rawle, 23, Tailor’s Shop Assistant.  Hubert 
Rawle, 17, Butcher.  Hilda M Rawle, 20, Domestic Servant.   

Francis Rawle Baptised 7/12/1884, birth registered fourth quarter 1884.   

His father, Robert Rawle, was buried at Minehead 8/5/1903,aged 55.  His occupation in 1901 was a Cab 
Driver.  Mother Emily died December 1928 aged 76.   

8th Somerset Light Infantry, Battle of the Somme.  Objective was a hostile trench system just North of 
Fricourt Village.  On the night of 27/6/1916 moved up to the Assembly Trenches, Marischal Street and 
Stonehaven Street taking over a new front line which had been tunnelled out and only just opened at the 
top.   

Five minutes before Zero Hour 1stJuly, 8th Somerset Light Infantry left the trenches and crept forward and 
although machine gun fire and rifle fire from their immediate front and both flanks met their advance, 
the survivors lay down in No Man’s Land waiting for Zero Hour (7.30 a.m.) and the barrage to lift off the 
enemy’s front line.  In those tragic five minutes virtually all Officers became casualties.   

The War Diary continues: “Directly the barrage lifted our men advanced in quick time.  They were met by 
heavy machine gun fire and although Officers and men were being hit and falling everywhere the advance 
went on”. 

By the time the leading platoons reached the German side of No Man’s Land they had lost fifty per cent 
of their effectives and then were momentarily held up in front of the enemy trenches by a machine 
gun.Eventually just 100 men consolidated the gains at the West End of Lozenge Wood.   

 

See also the details for E T Wescombe.   

 

  



REDD,  JOHN  WILKINSON 

John Wilkinson Redd of  “Stoke” Irnham Road, Minehead, Master Mariner, died 6/8/1918 in Bideford Bay 
aged 56.  The “Chrysolite” (58190), registered at Manchester was lost at sea by collision.   

1871 Census, Mill Alley, Watchet, St Decuman’s.  Mary Redd, 48, Widow, Thomas Redd, 25, Nicholas Redd, 
23.  John Redd, 8.   

From 1873 onwards he was appearing in Merchant Navy Crew Lists. 

1891 Census, Crew of the “Josephine Marie”, lying at anchor, Newport River, Monmouthshire.  John Redd, 
Master, 28, born Watchet. 

1901 Census, House ship Castleredmond, Cork.  John Wilkinson Redd, 38, Master Mariner, born in 
Watchet.  1901 Census, 5 Alexandria Villas, Watchet.  Charlotte, 37, Evelian, 9. Robert, 7.  Harold, 4. 

J W Redd married Charlotte Attiwell, 9/2/1887, Bristol (father, Thomas Redd, deceased). 

1911 Census.  “Fernleigh”, Summerland Road, Minehead.  Charlotte Redd, 47, born St Decuman’s (died 
1935, aged 71).  Evelian May, 20, born Watchet (died 1927).  Robert John, 19, born Watchet, Grocer.  
Harold Stewart, 15, born Watchet, Outfitter (died 1983). 

1911 Census. Residents of House ship Kinsale Harbour, Cork.  John Redd, 50.   

In 1915 J W Redd lived at 32 Summerland Avenue and was sailing the “Florence Muspratt” (67961) whose 
owner was H Manley of Porlock Weir.  The Florence Muspratt was sunk by a U boat 5/9/1917 between St 
Malo and PerrosGuirec with the Mate August Leonard Johanssen being drowned.  The Schooner was 
travelling from St Malo to Newport in ballast when captured by UC50 under command of Capitan-
Leutnant Rudolf Seuffer and sunk with gun fire, ten nautical miles North of Sept Iles in the English Channel.   

Headline: “ NO NEWS”, August 24th 1918 West Somerset Free Press: the report recorded the absence of 
any news of the whereabouts of Captain Redd since he sailed from a Bristol Channel port for an Allied 
port about a fortnight previously.  This had led to much anxiety being felt by the family and friends of J W 
Redd, of Irnham Road, as well as by the families of his crew which included three lads from the Quay – 
Hunt, Martin, and Baker.  Although it had been the Captain’s usual custom to report home on arrival at 
any destination, no message had been received from him and it was feared that the vessel was lost.   

The following is from the “Shipwreck Index of the British Isles” Volume 1, R&B Larn.  “Chrysolite lost 
6/8/1918 Barnstaple Bay, 51.05N 04.20W. On a voyage from Swansea to Treguier.  The Schooner of length 
29.14 metres, breadth 6.58 metres and depth 3.66 metres.  Its registered port was Manchester and it 
sailed under a UK flag.  Owners were the Anglo-French Coasting Company.  Gross tonnage was 161, net 
tonnage 128 and the cargo was coal.  It was built at Whitehaven, of wood construction and propulsion 
was by sail.  It had a crew of seven and seven lives were lost.  The Captain was T Newman.  The vessel had 
foundered and was lost following a collision with the SS Gerent of Sunderland”. 

The Commonwealth Shipping Committee’s Report of 1920 repeats the above information simply adding 
that the ship was forty nine years old.   

Shepherd and Leech of Whitehaven took over Lumley Kennedy’s Yard in 1864 and built seventeen vessels 
between 1865 and 1879.  The Chrysolite was a Barquentine built 1869 in Yard 7 and later converted (cut 
down) to a 3 masted Schooner.  It was 158 tons measuring 95.6 feet by 21.6 feet by 12 feet.  Around 1887 
it was sold to Penzance owners who cut her down to a three masted topsail Schooner.   



The Chrysolite was the last Penzance vessel to carry a square sail.  She regularly hauled culm from Neath 
and Briton Ferry for the Chyandour tin smelter.  In late 1912 when this shut down the Chrysolite was sold 
by the Denley family of Penzance to Whitstable owners.   

01/01/1915 to 30/06/1915 port of registry: Penzance (first registered there 1887).  Owner C J Perkins, 
West End House, Whitstable.  The Master was John Gibbons of Whitstable.  In 1919 there was a court 
case in the Admiralty Division of the High Court (Chrysolite v Gerent). 

The Chrysolite was a wooden three masted Schooner of 161 tons.  On the morning of 6/8/1918 in the 
Bristol Channel, carrying coal from Swansea to Treguier when SS Gerent (Sunderland) ran her down.  The 
Gerent was an iron screw Steamer 2,200 tons going from Penarth to Cherbourg.  The collision with The 
Gerent occurred off Morte Point and the Chrysolite disappeared with all hands.  She had been sailing from 
Swansea to Falmouth to join the convoy to sail across the English Channel to France.  The only identity to 
the ship loss was a piece of some square sail attached to The Gerent.  The court found no negligence as 
The Gerent had posted proper Lookouts and costs were awarded against the Chrysolite owners.  

From available evidence the crew of the Chrysolite was Captain T Newman, J W Redd, Clement Hunt, 
Harry Baker, Jack Martin, and Ingvar Moller (Danish).   

 

 

  



REED,  FREDERICK  GEORGE 

Lance Corporal 27733, 6th Battalion Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry.  Died 19/10/1917, aged 30, 
(formerly 22313 Somerset Light Infantry).  Son of Mrs S Reed of 2 Selbourne Place, Minehead.  
Commemorated Tyne Cot Memorial.   

1891 Census, 38 Bampton Street, Minehead.  James Reed, 28, Plumber, born Taunton. Sarah Reed, 30, 
born Minehead.  Maud A, 6.  Edwin A, 5. Frederick G, 3.  Henry J, 1.  All born Minehead 

Frederick was baptised 5/2/1888 Minehead.  Father, Edwin James, Gas Fitter.  Birth registered fourth 
quarter 1887.   

1911 Census, 4 Selbourne Place, Minehead.  James Reed, 47, Plumber, born Taunton.  Sarah Reed, 57, 
born Minehead.  Alfred Edwin, 25, Mason’s Labourer, born Minehead.  Frederick George, 23, Carpenter, 
born Minehead.  Henry John, 21, Plumber’s Apprentice.  Bert, 19, Carpenter’s Apprentice.  Sydney 
Herbert, 17, Baker’s Apprentice.   

6th Battalion DCLI located Sanctuary Wood and Front Line Trenches.  19/10/1917 Front Line Trenches.  The 
Battalion still in the Front Line.  The enemy shelled the sector very heavily throughout the day and night.  
He was also active with his machine guns which were firing from Polderhoek Chateau.  No movement or 
work could be undertaken during daylight, but at night the existing trenches were improved and places 
where they had been blown in were repaired.  Rations were carried up by the 6th Somerset Light Infantry.  
Casualties were Other Ranks 12 killed, wounded 17.   

 

  



RICHARDSON,  CHARLES  FREDERICK  JAMES 

Lieutenant, aged 27, died 23/3/1918, 80th Field Company Royal Engineers.  Son of Charles William and 
Amy Richardson of 17 The Avenue, Minehead.  Commemorated Chauny Communal Cemetery, British 
Extension. 

Charles Frederick James Richardson born 23/6/1891, Stoke Newington; Surveyor; 416 Royal Naval 
Divisional Engineers; Rank, Sapper; Division/Ship, Deal; entry, 3/10/1914; discharged 22/1/1916 because 
granted Temporary Commission in Royal Engineers.   

On joining the Royal Marine Division Engineers in 1914 his number was 3416.  He was with The 2nd Field 
Company Mediterranean Expeditionary Force from 1/3/1915 to 3/8/1915.  He contracted jaundice and 
was invalided to the UK 17/8/1915.  He was promoted Acting Corporal unpaid at Blandford 30/10/1915 
whilst on Instruction Duties.  Next of kin Charles William and Amy Richardson, 17 The Avenue, Minehead.   

March 23rd 1918 (German Spring Offensive began 21/3/1918).  80th Field Company Royal Engineers was 
at Rouez.  Numbers 1 and 2 Sections were in Reserve at the Embankment in the Rouez to Le Caisnel Road.  
Number 3 and 4 Sections took up position on a ridge 500 yards West of Rouez preparing for counter 
attack. 

Numbers 3 and 4 Sections counter attacked the enemy.   

However, compelled to withdraw owing to flanks giving way.  Rejoined Company in Rouez Le Caisnel Road.  
Casualties 2 Officers and 1 Other Rank killed.  Company retires to the position in Villequier-Aumont Road 
then to Rue De Caumont.  

1901 Census, 32 Ashford Road, Maidstone, Kent.  Charles W Richardson, 34, Tobacco Manufacturer, born 
Colnbrook, Bucks.  Amy Richardson, born Kingsland, London, 33.  Charles F J, 9, born Kingsland, London.  
Amy Lilian, 5, born Edmonton, Middlesex.   

1911 Census, 10 Hoyle Road, Middlesex.  Charles William Richardson, Tobacco Manufacturer, 44.  Amy 
Richardson, 43.  Charles F J Richardson, 19, born Stoke Newington, Clerk Surveyor.  

Richardson Charles Frederick of 17 The Avenue, Minehead, died 23/3/1918 in France.   

  



RICHARDSON, AMY   

1911 Census: “Colnbrook” Hayle Road, Maidstone, Kent.  Charles William Richardson, 44, Tobacco 
Manufacturer, born Colnbrook, Bucks. Amy Richardson, 43, married 20 years, born Dalston, London.  
Charles Frederick James Richardson, 19, Clerk, Surveyor, born Stoke Newington; Amy Lilian Richardson, 
15, born Stamford Hill. 

Amy Lillian Bryant otherwise Amy Lilian, of a “Auvergne” The Parks, Minehead, wife of William Henry 
Bryant, died 5/6/1949.   

Amy L Richardson, married 1st Quarter 1920 William H Bryant, registered Williton.   

Charles Frederick James Richardson, of 17 The Avenue, Minehead, died 23/3/1918 in France.  Probate to 
Charles William Richardson, House Agent.  (see WW1 book).   

1939 Register, Beaconwood Private Hotel, Church Road, Minehead.  William H Bryant, born 4/6/1889 
Hotel Proprietor.  Amy L Bryant, born 6/9/1895. 

1939 Register: 29 The Avenue, Minehead.  Charles W Richardson, born 14/10/1866 Auctioneer, and Estate 
Agent.  Amy Richardson, born 21/7/1867.   

Lieutenant Richardson, Charles F J. died 23/3/1918 aged 27, 80th Field Company, Royal Engineers, son of 
Charles William and Amy Richardson of 17 The Avenue, Minehead.   

Kelly’s 1949 Directory shows Charles William Richardson at 17 The Avenue.  Kelly’s 1919 directory gives 
the same information.  Kelly’s 1927 Directory shows Charles William Richardson at “Colnbrook” Queens 
Road, Minehead.   

Charles William Richardson of Mayfair Hotel, The Avenue, Minehead, died 6/4/1955 at Minehead and 
West Somerset Hospital.  Probate to Thomas Charles Bryant, Solicitor.     

William Henry Bryant was the brother of Margaret Augusta Bennett (see WW2 book).  He died 12/5/1973 
Clevedon, Somerset.   

VAD card transcription: “address, The Avenue, Minehead.  Service December 1914 to 21/2/1919.  Orderly 
and Junior Nurse doing pro work.  Part time 2006 hours.  Yeomanry Hospital and the Red Cross Hospital, 
Minehead.  Began as an Orderly and became a pro Junior Nurse.  Her work has been spasmodic owing 
partly to illness at home”.  

  



RIDLER, AMELIA  (AMY)  

1891 Census: 6 Blenheim Terrace, Minehead.  Thomas K Ridler, 43, Timber and Coal Merchant,  born 
Minehead.  Eva Ridler, 36, born Brompton Regis.  John Webber Ridler, 12, born Minehead; Thomas Kent 
Ridler, 11, born Minehead; Amelia, 8, born Minehead. 

1901 Census:  5 Blenheim Terrace, Minehead.  Eva Ridler, 46, Widow, own means.  John W Ridler, 22, 
Livery Stables Proprietor; Thomas Kent Ridler, 21, Timber Merchant;  Amelia Ridler, 18. 

1911 Census:  The Cottage, Periton, Minehead.  Eva Ridler 56, widow, private means.  Amelia Ridler, 26, 
single, born Minehead. 

Kelly’s Guide 1914 shows Mrs Ridler at The Cottage, Periton, and Thomas Kent Ridler at “Devoran” 
Ballfield Road, Minehead.  Kelly’s Guide 1927 shows Harold Lailey at The Cottage, Periton.   

Amelia Ridler married Harold Lailey 1st Quarter 1920, registered Williton. 

Eva Ridler of 17 Blenheim Road, Minehead, died 25/3/1932. Probate to Amelia Lailey. 

Thomas Kent Ridler of Minehead died 21/9/1900.   

T K Ridler, 29, and Eva Webber, 22, married 11/4/1877 at Kings Brompton.   

1911 Census: 81 Summerland Avenue, Minehead.  Harold Lailey, Head, 31, single, Bank Clerk/Cashier, 
born Uxbridge, Sussex.  Edward Macartney Read, 22, Boarder, Bank Clerk, born Silverton, Devon.   

1939 Register:  The Cottage, Periton.  Amelia Lailey, born 2/10/1882, Harold Lailey, born 5/11/1879, Chief 
Bank Clerk, Retired.   

Amelia Lailey of The Cottage, Periton, Minehead, died 9/12/1955 at Mount Royal Nursing Home. 

Harold Lailey of The Cottage, Periton, died 19/9/1956 at Mount Royal Nursing Home.   

VAD Card transcription:  “address Periton Cottage, Minehead.  Service 2/11/14 to 1916.  Nursing in Ward 
and Ward Duties; went to train at Bristol; then September 1918 to present day.  This member worked 
very well doing the Yeomanry Hospital work for the troops stationed here; doing night and day work.  I 
was sorry when she left for Bristol but as we closed the Yeomanry Hospital when the troops left she would 
not wait on the chance of reopening.   

  



RUSHTON, ERMINIA  LOUISA   

1911 Census: “Highnam” Northfield Road, Minehead.  Erminia Luisa Rushton, 43, single, private means, 
born Parish of Newchurch in Rossendale, plus 2 servants.   

1939 Register:  “Highnam” Northfield Road, Minehead.  Erminia L Rushton born 3/6/1867, private means, 
plus 2 servants.   

Kelly’s Directory 1914, Miss Rushton “Highnam” and the same for 1919 and 1927. 

Erminia Luisa Rushton of Highnam, Minehead, spinster, died 9/5/1948. Probate to James Rostrom Bugler, 
Solicitor, Gerald Francis Waterworth DSO Retired Lieutenant Colonel and Annie Farquahar Waterworth.   

Her birth registered 3rd Quarter 1867 Haslingden, Lancashire.   

1901 Census:  “Highmead” Portsmouth Road, Arlington, Guildford, Surrey.  Luisa Emilia Rushton, 68, 
widow, born Montevideo, Uraguay, own means.  Erminia Luisa Rushton, 33 born Newchurch, Rossendale, 
Lancs; Elisa Luisa Rushton, 31, born Newchurch, Rossendale, Lancs; Mary Luisa Rushton, 35 born 
Newchurch, Rossendale, Lancs.   

1891 Census: “The Rectory”, Norwich Road, Kirby Bedon, South Norfolk. Ralph Kinder, 71, Rector of Kirby 
Bedon, born Manchester.  Annette Kinder 63; Annette M J Kinder, 31, daughter; Erminia L Rushton, 23, 
visitor born Newchurch.   

1881 Census: 9 Sussex Square, Brighton (Charlotte Frewer’s School For Girls, Principle from 1862 to 1896).  
E L Rushton, 15, Boarder, Scholar, born Newchurch, Lancashire.   

1871 Census:  Hale, Hale Green, Alice Ann Rushton, 44, born Rossendale, Alice Anne Rushton 43, Sister in 
Law, born Pendle Forrest;  Alice Emilia Rushton, 17, niece, born Rossendale; Erminia Luisa Rushton, 3, 
niece born Rossendale.  

Erminia born 3/6/1867.  Baptised 5/8/1867 Newchurch in Rossendale.  Father, James Rushton, Mother, 
Luisa (Mother’s maiden surname Canstatt).   

James Rushton JP, DL. Of Forrest House, Newchurch, died 14/2/1893.  He was the son of the late 
Archdeacon Rushton of Blackburn.  He leaves a widow and four daughters, Alice Emilia, Mary, Erminia, 
and Elvira. 

Luisa Emilia Rushton of “Highmead”, Guildford, Surrey, Widow, died 31/12/1907.  Probate to Alice Emilia 
Luisa Jones, widow, and Erminia Luisa Rushton.   

Mary Luisa Rushton died 30/4/1906. She drowned when the Steamer “Courier” hit a rock off the south 
end of the island of Jethou. 39 people were on board including 10 crew. The ship went down in 4 minutes 
and 10 people were drowned. Only 1 body was recovered.   

The ship sunk off Les Anons Rocks 3 miles east of St Peter Port, Guernsey. 

The vessel had just left the tiny Creux Harbour at Sark on its return journey to Guernsey.  

The weather was fine and clear and the holiday makers were singing on the deck.   

Elvira Luisa Rushton (youngest daughter) of “Highmead” Guildford died 29/10/1907 at Woodend House, 
Hayes, Middlesex.   



Alice Emilia Luisa Jones of Newcote, West Avenue, Exeter (eldest daughter), died 30/4/1919.  She had 
married John Cross Jones, 21/8/1894.  

Alice Emilia Luisa Rushton born 10/9/1853; Mary Luisa Rushton, born 29/9/1865; Erminia Luisa Rushton, 
born 3/6/1867; Elvira Luisa Rushton born 29/6/1869.  

Transcription of VAD Card “address “Highnam” Minehead.  Service from 9/12/15 to 31/7/1918.  Home 
worker 782 ½ hours. 40 garments, 1904 medical requisites.  

  



SAGE,  CYRIL OWEN  

Died 16/3/1941 aged 27, Civilian War Dead.  St John’s Ambulance Brigade.  Son of Walter and Emily Sage 
of 81 Richmond Road, Mountpelier Road, Bristol.  Died at 69 Richmond Road.  Commemorated Civilian 
War Dead Roll of Honour St George’s Chapel, Westminster Abbey.  Also on the Alcombe Memorial where 
he is described as Private St John’s Ambulance Brigade.  

Born 24/1/1914, baptised 27/12/1914, Minehead, St Michael’s.   

Cyril Owen Sage of 81 Richmond Road, Mountpelier, Bristol, who is believed to have been killed through 
war operations on 16/3/1941, at 69 Richmond Road, and whose dead body was found on 17/3/1941.  
Administration to Emily Sage, (wife of Walter Sage). 

1939 Register.  17 Marshfield Road, Minehead.  Walter Sage, born 22/9/1885, Supervisor of Parks and 
Open Spaces.  Emily Sage, born 18/5/1885.  Cyril O Sage, born 24/1/1914, Carpenter and Joiner. 

Walter Sage born 22/9/1885, baptised, 10/1/1886, Father, Robert (Groom), Mother, Mary (maiden 
surname Kindon), residents of Alcombe.   

In 1901 Walter Sage was living with his brother, Henry, in West Street, Dunster, born Alcombe and a 
Domestic Gardener.   

In 1911 Walter Sage, aged 27, was boarding at Timewell Hill,  Morebath, Bampton, Domestic Gardener, 
born Alcombe.   

Walter Sage of 17 Marshfield Road, Alcombe, Minehead, died 15/1/1953 at Blenheim Gardens.   

Montpelier was badly bombed March/April 1941 by German bombers targeting the railway line to 
Avonmouth.  Buildings were damaged and destroyed in Richmond Road.   

On Sunday, March 16th 1941, Avonmouth and the rail system around Temple Meads and the Docks, were 
attacked by 162 bombers.  By the time the raid ended, 257 people had been killed, and 391 injured.  Sirens 
went off at 8.15 p.m. and the final raider passed at 4.10 a.m.  Montpelier was one of the hardest hit.   

Mass observation reported that the big raid March 16 did more to upset morale in Bristol than any two 
of the previous raids put together. “ 



SAGE  FRANCIS  CHARLES   

Stoker 2nd Class, D/KX136594 died 11/5/1942 aged 19.  HMS Lively.  Son of Francis and Isabel Sage of 
Alcombe.  Commemorated Plymouth Naval Memorial and also on the Alcombe Memorial.  

Born 17/11/1922, Minehead. 

1939 Register.  “The Nook”, Manor Road, Alcombe.  Francis Sage, born 27.3.1882, Master Mason.  Isabel  
F Sage, born 29/11/1895, Kathleen M Sage, born 15/5/1911, Shop Assistant.   

Francis Sage married Florence Kate Manley, Pitminster, 28/3/1910; present address (1915) Blagdon, 
Alcombe.  Child, Kathleen Mabel Sage born 15/5/1911.   

Florence Kate Sage died 3rd Quarter 1918, registered Williton. 

Francis Sage, married Isabel F Barnard, 4th Quarter 1921.   

On 11/5/1942 HMS Lively, an L Class Destroyer launched 28/1/1940, was sunk by German Junkers 88 
bombers about 150 nautical miles North West of MersaMatruh, Egypt, in position 33 degrees 24 minutes 
North, 25 degrees 38 minutes East.  It had left Alexandria 10th May with HMS Jervis/ Jackal, and Kipling to 
intercept the convoy on passage to Benghazi between Crete and the North African Coast.  Heavy loss of 
life of ship’s crew. 77 dead.  

  



SAMS,  WILLIAM  EDWARD 

Leading Telegraphist D/WRX191, died 13/3/1943 aged 37.  HMS Drake IV, Royal Naval VR.  (Wireless).  Son 
of Albert and Florence Sams; husband of Cicerly Mary Sams of Bristol.  Commemorated Plymouth Naval 
War Memorial.   

Born 25/3/1905 Taunton.   

William Edward Sams of 1 St George’s Avenue, Cheddon Rd, Taunton, died on or since 13/3/1943 on War 
Service.  Cicerly Mary Sams Widowed.   

Baptised 28/5/1905 at Curry Rivel, Father, Albert Edward a postman, and Florence Amy Sams. 

1911 Census, 11 West Street, Minehead.  Albert Sams, 31, Postman, born Street.  Florence Sams, 32, born 
Bridgwater.  William Sams, 6, born Curry Rivel.  Alice Sams, 2, born Minehead.   

William Edward Sams married Cicerly M Chilcott, 2nd Quarter 1932. 

1939 Register.  11 West Street, Minehead.  Albert E Sams, born 31/1/1879 Retired Postman, Widower.   

Albert Sams enlisted in the Royal Field Artillery in 1917 aged 38 when at 11 West Street, Minehead, 
occupation, Postman.  He married Florence Amy Doddridge at North Petherton 3/9/1903.  Two children, 
William Edward born Curry Rivel and Alice Mary born 23/11/1908, Minehead.   

1939 Register, 1 St George’s Avenue, Cheddon Rd, Taunton.  Cicerly M Sams, born 28/8/1905 Post Office 
Clerk, married.  Caroline Chilcott, born 28/12/1871, Widow, Private Means. 

S S Empress of Canada, 13/3/1943, while en route from Durban to Takoradi was sunk by the Italian 
Submarine “Leonardo Da Vinci” approximately 400 miles south of Cape Palmas off the Coast of Africa.   Of 
Approximately1800 on board, 392 died ,many of them Italian Prisoners of War.  Amongst the dead was 
William Edward Sams. 

  



SENIOR, MARY  MAUD   

Walter Graham Senior MRCVS Veterinary Surgeon and Veterinary Inspector under “Diseases of Animals 
Act “ for Dunster Petty Sessions Division of the County Council, 1 Selbourne Villas.  (From Kelly’s Directory 
1914).   

1911 Census:  7 Dorchester Road, Weymouth, Walter G Senior, 44, MRCVS born Carlton Hall, Cleveland, 
Yorkshire.  Elizabeth Ann, 42, married 11 years, born Bridge Street, Congleton, Cheshire.  Eric Graham 
Boyd Senior, 12, born High St, Tatley Bridge, Yorkshire.  Mary Maud Senior, 10, born Cambridge St, 
Aylesbury, Bucks.   

1901 Census:  51 Cambridge St, Aylesbury.  Walter G Senior, 34, Veterinary Surgeon, born Carlton in 
Cleveland.  Elizabeth A Senior, 30, born Congleton  Eric B Senior, 3, born Pately Bridge; Mary Senior, 1 
month, born Aylesbury, 

Mary Maud Senior birth registered 2nd Quarter 1901, Aylesbury, Bucks. 

1939 Register:  1 Cambrian Villas, Henley on Thames.  Walter G Senior born 12/4/1856, retired Vet, 
widower.  Mary Maud Senior, born 28/2/1901. 

Mary M Senior married Hubert Ward 2nd Quarter 1943.   

Mary Maud Ward aged 99 died May 2000, registered West Somerset. 

VAD card transcription: “address 1 Selbourne Villas, Minehead.  Service December 17 to 30/1/1919.  
Orderly 1000 hours.  General Housework and waiting on staff.  This worker worked splendidly and against 
heavy odds.  The only daughter with an invalid mother.  She had the whole house to look after and yet 
always came in on time. The doctor kept her away six months.  Her record is splendid and she was one of 
the most willing girls to work for me, I was sorry to lose her.   

  



SHERRIFF, EMILY  ELIZA   

1911 Census “Bawnmore” Cher Steep, Minehead.  Walter Francis Northcombe, 53, Housepainter born 
Minehead.  Eliza Northcombe, married 30 years, born Carhampton; Edward Northcombe, 30, 
Housepainter, born Minehead; Emily Eliza Northcombe, 24, Dressmaker, born Hackney, London. 

Emily Eliza Northcombe married William Henry Sherriff (see WW1 book). 

1939 Register:  2 Phineas Pett Road, Woolwich.  Emily E Sherriff born 20/11/1886, Widow.  Nursing 
Division St Johns Ambulance, Woolwich Borough Council.   

Emily Eliza Sherriff of “Oak Lodge”, Martlett Road, Minehead, died 18/51982.   

VAD card transcription: “address Pen Y Lan, Summerland Avenue, aged 28, service 8/6/16 to 12/17.   

 

  



SHEPPARD , VICTOR DAY 

Gunner 153338, died 11/11/1942, aged 22.  51 HAA Regiment Royal Artillery, 51st (London) Heavy Anti 
Aircraft Regiment.  Son of William Day Sheppard and Annie Louise of Minehead.  Commemorated Tel El 
Kabir Cemetery, Egypt.   

Born 1st Quarter 1920, Minehead, Mother’s Maiden surname Phare.  Died at 27 General Hospital, Middle 
East, of acute necrosis of the liver.  He was a resident of Minehead.   

Annie L Phare married William D Sheppard 3rd Quarter 1916, registered Newton Abbot. 

27 General Hospital was located at Goodwood, England, 140 to 740 then overseas Geneifa 1040 to 1143, 
then to Tel E Kabir.   

1939 Register.  3 Blenheim Road, Minehead, William D Sheppard born 2/9/1889, Branch Manager W H 
Smith & Son.  Annie L Sheppard, born 7/12/1894, Michael W Sheppard, born 18/1/1929, School. 

William D Sheppard 1st Quarter 1961 aged 71, born Dawlish, Devon.  Annie L Phare born 7/12/1894, 
Torquay, died 11/11/1970, Minehead.   

Annie Louise Sheppard of Broadlands, Ponsford Road, Minehead, Somerset died 11/11/1970.   

  



SIDERFIN,JOHN   

1841 Census Frog Street Minehead.  John Siderfin, 50, Tanner.  Jane Siderfin, 50.  Mary Siderfin, 15.  John 
Siderfin, 14.  William Siderfin, 12.   

John Siderfin of Minehead married Jane Lethbridge of Long Ashton at Long Ashton 20/3/1823. 

1851 Census.  The Parade, Minehead.  John Siderfin, 60, Tanner and Currier employing seven, born 
Selworthy.   Jane Siderfin, 60, born Bicknoller.  Mary Jane Siderfin, daughter, 25 born Minehead.  John 
Siderfin, 24, Tanner and Currier.   

Bristol  Mercury 24/6/1854 “Lately by licence at the Registry Office Mr George Standerwick Auctioneer of 
this City to Mary Jane only daughter of John Siderfin of Minehead.   

1861 Census, The Parade Minehead.  John Siderfin, 70, Retired Tanner and Currier born Selworthy.  Jane 
Siderfin, 70.  John Siderfin, 34, Master Tanner, single, employs 8 born Minehead.  William Siderfin, 32, 
Master Currier employs 7 born Minehead.   

Bristol Mercury 28/6/1866 “July 25 at Richmond Place Montpelier Bristol, Mr William Siderfin of 
Minehead aged 37.”17/12/1867 at his residence The Parade, Minehead, John Siderfin died aged 77, 
buried 21/12/1867 Minehead. 

1871 Census: The Parade, Minehead.  Jane Siderfin, Widow, Annuitant, born Bicknoller.   John Siderfin, 
44, son, Tanner and Currier employs 18 men and 3 boys, born Minehead.Jane Siderfin died 4/4/1872 
buried St Michael’s aged 81.    

23/3/1876 John Siderfin married Catherine Lawrence, St Cuthbert’s Wells.  Occupation Tanner.1881 
Census: The Parade, Minehead.  John Siderfin, 54, Tanner born Minehead.  Catherine Siderfin 35, born 
Wells. 

1891 Census: “Pendine”, Chertsey Road, Westbury on Trym.  John Siderfin 64, Tanner born Minehead.  
Catherine Siderfin, 45, born Wells.  rom UK Lunacy Patients Admission Records 1846-1912, John Siderfin 
31/12/1892 (Bailbrook House Asylum) to 2/12/1894; died there; buried 6/12/894 St Michael’s Minehead.  
John Siderfin of Bailbrook House, Batheaston Somerset, retired Tanner, died 2/12/1894 probate to 
Catherine Siderfin Widow, effects £20949. 

16/9/1893 The Tannery under new management continues to trade as “John Siderfin& Co.”  

Catherine Siderfin, Widow, remarried 7/6/1899 to Joseph Holdway Perry Widower. 

WSFP 24/3/1894 “Tannery at Minehead dates back at least a century and for many years associated with 
the name of Siderfin; the yard is now under new proprietorship but will carry on with the same name 
“John Siderfin& Co Tanners.”  W L Evans took over in March last year, son of Sparke Evans of the firm “P 
& S Evans &Co.Ltd” of the Avonside Tannery Bristol, a firm of the highest repute in the trade;  he has 
personally gone through and learned every step of the trade from beginning to end and supplemented it 
by experience in America.  The main entrance to The Tannery lies through the gates in Summerland Street 
just beyond the ancient structure mentioned.  The ancient appearance of the exterior of the corner 
building abutting on The Avenue leads to the belief that it was once a structure of considerable 
pretensions and traditions said it was formally a religious house and that it was connected to the Abbey 
of Cleeve.  All the hides used in The Tannery are imported from Antwerp having first been imported from 
“Entre Rios and Uruguay.”.  From these are produced the finest butt or sole leather. 

  



SLADE, ANNIE  MARY  REBECCA   

1939 Register: 2 Hayman Road, Minehead, Sidney Slade, born 26/2/1882 Monumental Mason, Annie M 
R Slade born 16/21885. 

10/4/1918 Church of St Peter, Parish of Deptford, London.  Sidney Slade 36, Bachelor, Sapper Royal 
Engineers, married Annie Mary Rebecca Robinson, 33, Spinster; both of 101 Upper Brockley Road, 
Lewisham.   

1911 Census: 23 Cranfield Road, Brockley, Deptford.  Murray Robinson, 51, Lighterman born Gillingham.  
Mary Ann Robinson (married 27 years), born Gillingham.  Annie Mary Rebecca Robinson, 26, single, 
Drapery Assistant in Warehouse, born Bermondsey, plus 8 other siblings aged 7 to 24.   

1911 Census, Friday Street, Minehead.  Sarah Slade, 58, widow, born Minehead. Sidney Slade, 29, single, 
Monumental Mason, born Minehead; Lily Slade, 18, daughter, domestic work.   

Annie M R Robinson, birth registered 1st Quarter 1885, St Olave, Southwark.  

Sidney Slade of 2 Hayman Road, Minehead, died 29/12/1950 Probate to Annie M R Slade.  Buried 
Minehead Cemetery. 

Annie Mary Rebecca Slade of 2 Hayman Road, Minehead, died 25/2/1970. 

VAD Card transcription: “address 2 Hayman Road, Minehead, Clerk 12/10/18 to 18/1/19, 35 shillings per 
week in the stores, character very good.   

SLADE,  GEORGE HENRY 

Private 27070, 5th Battalion Royal Berkshire Regiment, died 27/2/1917.  Son of John and Eliza Slade of 9 
Grove Place, Alcombe.  Commemorated Faubourg D’Amiens Cemetery, Arras.   

1911 Census, Timberscombe.  John Slade, Labourer, 45, born Stoke Perro.  Elizabeth Slade, 46, born 
Timberscombe.  William John Slade, 20, born Cutcombe.  George Henry Slade, 19, born Timberscombe.  
He was baptised 14/2/1892, Timberscombe and his birth registered first quarter 1892. 

21/2/1917, 5th Battalion Royal Berkshire Regiment marched to Arras, billets in North East part of town 
near the Grande Place.  The Battalion found 550 Other Ranks for working parties on Dug Outs in 1 Sector 
under the Royal Engineers.  

26/27 February, Arras, at 8.30 a.m. the 11th Middlesex Regiment of 95 Brigade carried out a raid from 1 
Sector capturing 24 prisoners and suffering 12 casualties.  The Royal Berkshire Regiment suffered the 
following casualties amongst their  working parties due to enemy retaliation for the raid: 1 Other Rank 
killed, 3 Other Ranks wounded. 

SLADE  THEODORE   

Private 4220 4th Reserve Battalion Somerset Light Infantry, died 23/3/1916.  Son of Frederick John and 
Mary Elizabeth Slade of “Harmony” of Harmony House, Irnham Road, Minehead.  Buried Minehead 
Cemetery.   

1881 Census, Chapel Street, Buckfastleigh.  Frederick J Slade, 39, Piano Tuner, born Minehead.  Mary E 
Slade, 33, Organist and Professor of Music, born Puxley, Northants.  Beethoven Slade, 4, born Minehead.   

1891 Census, 12 Bampton Street, Minehead.  Martha Slade, Widow, 77, born Porlock.  Mary J Slade, 
Daughter, 37, Frederick Slade, Son, 41, Schoolmaster, born Minehead.  Mary E Slade, Daughter in Law, 



Organist born Puxley.  Beethoven Slade, 14, Grandson.  Theodore Slade, 6, Grandson, born Buckfastleigh.  
His birth was registered fourth quarter 1884, Totnes, Devon.   

1901 Census, Bampton Street, Minehead.  Frederick Slade, 56, Gunsmith, born Minehead.  Mary E Slade, 
53, Professor of Music, born Puxley.  Beethoven Slade, 24, Teacher of Music, born Minehead.  Theodore 
Slade, 16, born Buckfastleigh.   

1911 Census, Harmony House, Irnham Road, Minehead.  Frederick John Slade, 71, Gunsmith, born 
Minehead.  Mary Elizabeth Slade, 63, Teacher of Music, born Potters Pury, Bucks.  Theodore Slade, 26, 
Teacher of Music, born Buckfastleigh. 

Mary Elizabeth Wise, baptised 26/1/1847 Potters Pury, Northants.  Mary Elizabeth Wise married Frederick 
John Slade, third quarter 1875.  Frederick J Slade, baptised 23/6/1839; birth registered third quarter 1839 
and died second quarter 1912.   

Theodore Slade of Harmony House, Minehead, a Private in the 3rd/4th Somerset Light Infantry died 
23/3/1916 at St John’s Hospital, Penarth, Glamorgan, from Pneumonia.  Death registered 31/3/1916, 
Cardiff.   

There is a plaque in St Andrew’s Church which states the following: “To the Glory of God and in Memory 
of Theodore Slade; Private, 1st Battalion Somerset Light Infantry, who gave his life for his country March 
23 1916.  For twelve years organist to this Church.”. 

SLADE  THOMAS CHARLES 

Petty Officer 186255 (DEV) died of wounds 6/6/1917, aged 37, HMS Sturgeon Royal Navy.  Son of Charles 
Slade of Higher Town, Minehead.  Buried Minehead Cemetery. 

1881 Census, Digby Street, St Philip and St Jacob, Bristol.  Charles Slade, 27, Mason, born Minehead.  Fanny 
Slade, (nee Carpenter), 29, born Minehead.  Thomas Charles, 1, born Bristol.  Ernest, 1, born Bristol.  

Thomas born 13/3/1880, baptised 2/5/1880 at Minehead (resident Bristol). 

29/9/1877 Bristol, Holy Trinity & St Philip, Gloucestershire, Charles Slade married Elizabeth Fanny 
Carpenter.   

1891 Census, 14 Woodcombe, Minehead, Charles Slade, 37, Mason born Minehead.  Fanny Slade, 39, 
born Minehead.  Thomas Charles Slade, 11 born Gloucestershire.  

Thomas joined the Royal Navy, 13/3/1898 for twelve years and then from 13/3/1910 to completion.  
Occupation on enlistment was Gardener.  

In the 1911 Census he is on board HMS Ringdove, Devonport.  Thomas C Slade, 31, single, Leading Seaman, 
born St Philip & St Jacob, Bristol.   

Thomas Slade of Higher Town Minehead, a Petty Officer in the Royal Navy, died at Shotley Hospital, 
Suffolk.  Cause of death was killed or died by means other than disease, accident or enemy action.  His 
death was registered second quarter 1917, Samford, Suffolk.   

HMS Sturgeon was an “R” Class Destroyer, laid down 10/11/1915 and launched by Alexander Stephens & 
Sons, Glasgow, 11/1/1917.  She was part of 11 Destroyer Flotilla. On 11/5/1917 HMS Sturgeon was 
damaged by depth charges exploding for which Lieutenant Commander Charles Hugo Knox-Little was 
blamed.  The stern was badly damaged and the ship had to be put into dry dock for repair.  Thomas Slade 
was wounded/injured in this explosion and later died from his wounds.  



SLADE  JOHN  

Civilian, died 19/12/1941 aged 56.  Coxswain of Minehead Life Boat, son of William and Joanna Slade of 
17 Quay Street, Minehead; husband of Emily Slade of 9 The Quay, Minehead.  Died at Blue Anchor Bay, 
Carhampton.  Commemorated Civilian Roll of Honour, St George’s Chapel, Westminster Abbey. 

1939 Register.  9 Quay Street, Minehead.  John Slade, born 12/6/1885, Fisherman.  Emily Slade, born, 
19/1/1883, Edith F B Slade (Wilkins), born 3/3/1914.Along with Thomas Escott, died when a mine 
exploded in Blue Anchor Bay. 

On 18/12/1941 (sic) the Naval Authorities asked for the Lifeboat to be launched, but it was arranged that 
a Shore boat should go.  Coxswain J Slade and Shore Signalman T Escott went out in the Coxswain’s boat.  
The object that they had gone out to investigate exploded and completely destroyed the boat, killing both 
men.  The Lifeboat Institution granted an allowance to the Widows.  

SLADE  LEWIS  GEORGE   

Gunner, Able Seaman D/JX238844 died 19/8/1941 aged 19.  HMS President III (SS Alva) Royal Navy.  Son 
of William John and  Eva Ellen Slade of Minehead.  Commemorated Plymouth Naval Memorial. 

President III was a shore based, accounting base for personnel on Defensively Armed Merchant Ships  (pay 
worked out there).  Royal Marines served aboard DAMS; manned guns on Merchant Ships. 

SS Alva was a British Cargo Steamer of 1584 tons, built 1934.  19/8/1941 en route from Glasgow to Lisbon, 
convoy OG71 carrying cargo coal, was torpedoed by U559, 600 miles west of Ushant (Ouessant).  The 
Master,9 crew, 4 gunners  picked up by the Cloncara but lost when sunk by U564, 22/8/1941.   

Lewis George Slade born 28/12/1921, Exton, Somerset.   

1939 Register. 39 Quay Street, Minehead.  William J Slade, born 2/10/1898, Dustman.  Eva E Slade, born 
6/3/1899.  Kathleen Slade, born 16/8/1923, Shop Assisstant.  Anthony Ronald A Slade, born 26/3/1931. 

William John Slade born Minehead, and in 1911 living at 5 Quay Street.  He married Eva Ellen Quartley 1st 
Quarter 1921.   

SLADE  STANLEY  JAMES 

His Pilot’s Certificate gives the following information:-   

Resident at 15 Ridding Lane, Greenford, Middlesex; born 9/2/1915 Minehead; Electrical Engineer; 
Certificate taken on B. A. Swallow Cirrs, 90 at London Air Park Flying Club, 30/8/1939.   

Father Henry Slade, aged 37 years 9 months (1915), Mother, Rose Slade, living at 10 Hopcott Terrace, 
married Rose Bray 17/1/1906, Watchet.  Children, Stanley James born 9/2/1915, Minehead.  Henry Leslie 
born 1/6/1908.  Esme Annie born 25/10/1906.   

1939 Register. 15 Ridding Lane, Middlesex.  Henry Slade born 31/12/1878, Carpenter.  Rose Slade, born 
5/9/1878.  Stanley J Slade, born 9/2/1915, Royal Air Force.   

Stanley James Slade, Sergeant (Pilot), 903494, died 12/4/1941 aged 26 RAFVR.  Son of Henry and Rose 
Slade of Greenford.  Buried Greenford (Holy Cross) Churchyard.  Inscription reads “In loving memory of 
my son Stanley.  Also his mother Rose, died 20/6/1943 aged 64”.  Also commemorated on the Alcombe 
Memorial.  



12/4/1941, 54 Operational Training Unit, Blenheim I L6790, Pilot Officer David Coard, Training Flight from 
RAF Church Fenton, Yorkshire, crashed at Crockey Hill, Yorkshire, between York and Selby.  Pilot Officer 
David Coard, 19, killed.  Pilot 2, Sergeant Stanley James Slade, killed.  Wireless Operator/Gunner Sergeant 
Herbert Doughty, 23, killed.   

Earlier on this day at RAF Church Fenton, Blenheim L 6611 suffered engine failure and forced to land 0650 
hours, Crew and Pilot survived.  Later in the morning during a training exercise the Pilot of Blenheim L 
6790 flew below the authorised height and hit power lines near Crockey Hill, cartwheeling into the ground 
at 1126 hours.  All three crew were killed.  

  



SNAPE,JOHN  GEORGE   

1901 Census: “Laurel Place” Alcombe.  John G Snape, 61, Artist, born Handsworth, Staffs.  Etheline H 
Snape, 58, born Highgate, Birmingham.  Ethel Maude Snape, 31, Schoolmistress.  Amy E Snape, 27. 

1911 Census: 78 Bampton Street, Minehead.  John George Snape, 71, Artist, born Handsworth 14/8/1839.  
EthelwinaHambury Snape, 68, married 42 years (18/6/1868) private means, born Birmingham.  Ethel 
Maude Snape, 41, single, Registry Office, born Birmingham.  Amy Eveline Snape, 37, single. 

1914 Kelly’s Guide, Ethel Maude Snape (Miss), Servant’s Registry Office, 45, Summerland Road. 

1919 Kelly’s Guide, J G Snape, 82 Summerland Avenue. 

John George Snape died 2nd Quarter 1925 registered Williton. 

Some of his painting are as follows:  Minehead Harbour, oil on canvas 1893; Pendennis Castle, Falmouth; 
Perranporth, Figures on Beach, exhibited 1891; Tantallin Castle and Bass Rocks, Scotland; Farmer with 
Stick in Right Hand.   

  



SNELL, BESSIE  

1939 Register: 5 Bampton Street, Minehead.  Henry J Snell, born 28/6/1892, Proprietor Private Hotel.  
Louisa Snell, born 17/6/1890, Proprietor Private Hotel.  Bessie Snell, born 4/9/1865 Widow.   

1901 Census: “Marley’s Buildings” Luccombe.  Richard Snell, 37, Groom, born Winkleigh, Devon.  Betsy 
Snell, 35, born West Buckland, Devon.  Henry James Snell, 6, born Bishops Tawton, Devon.  Martin R Snell, 
6, born Swimbridge, Devon.  Frederick Charles Snell, 1, born Porlock.   

1927 Kelly’s Directory shows Martin Snell at 6 Summerland Avenue, Minehead, Insurance Agent.   

Transcription of VAD Card: “address, 6 Summerland Avenue, Minehead, Nurse from March 1917 to 
December 1917. 

  



SMITH,  HERBERT 

Able Seaman 204518 died aged 32, 11/3/1915 aboard HMS Prince George and was buried at sea.  
Commemorated on Plymouth Naval Memorial.   

His details are recorded on the Alcombe Memorial as follows: “Herbert Smith ABS HMS Prince George, 
died 11 March 1915”. 

He had joined the Navy on 9/3/1901 for an initial twelve years.  He was born 9/3/1883 at Plymouth and 
his occupation was Shop Boy.  His widow is listed as being Alice of 28 Prospect Avenue, Bristol.  He was 
on the Prince George from 13/7/1914 to 11/3/1915.  His service record records his death as due to an 
accident whilst “furling nets” which fractured his skull.   

His father was William Smith who in 1911 was living at “Talbot House”, Alcombe: William Smith, 65, Naval 
Pensioner, born Minehead.  Anne Smith, 45, wife of five years (married Annie Pollard second quarter 
1906). 

The 1881 Census shows that Herbert’s mother was William’s first wife, Amelia (nee Thorn).  William was 
a Leading Stoker in the Royal Navy.   

  



STADDON, MABEL   

1939 Register:  19 Alexandra Road, Minehead.  Ethel M Staddon, born 8/11/1877, single, Home Made 
Cake Business.  Mabel R Staddon, born 15/5/1879, single. Independent means.   

Mabel Emma Rose Staddon of 19 Alexandra Road, Minehead, spinster, died 13/6/1957.  Probate to Ethel 
Mary Amelia Staddon and Kathleen Staddon Spinsters.   

1911 Census: Friday Street, Minehead.  William Staddon, 60, Cab Proprietor, born Minehead.  Clara 
Staddon, 62.  Ethel Staddon, 32, single, born Minehead.  Mabel Staddon, 30, single, born Minehead.   

1901 Census: Friday Street, Minehead.  (next to Townsend House).  William Staddon, 51, Cab Proprietor.  
Clara Staddon, 53.  Archie Staddon, 25, Cab Driver; Ethel Staddon, 23; Mabel Staddon, 21; Percival 
Staddon, 19, Cab Driver.   

Mabel’s birth registered 2nd Quarter 1879 Williton. 

William Staddon, died 4th Quarter, 1921, aged 72.   

Clara Staddon of “Fairmount” Church Street, Minehead, died 22/12/1934. Probate to Mabel Emma Rose 
Staddon, spinster.   

1927 Kellys shows Mrs Staddon at 1 The Avenue. 

1914 Kellys, Staddon and Sons Ltd, Cab Proprietors, Friday Street and 5 The Avenue.  

1919 Kellys gives the same information as 1914. 

VAD card transcription “address The Avenue, Minehead.  Service from December 1915 to September 
1918, Nurse, 2700 hours.   

 

  



STANLEY, MELICENT   

1911 Census “Aldersmead” Manor Road, Alcombe.  Hartley Stanley, 36, private means, born Stockholm, 
Sweden.  Melicent Sarah Stanley, 32, two years married, born Clapham.   

Hartley Stanley, 35, Gentleman, residing at Silverton, Summerland Avenue, Minehead (father Walmsley 
Stanley, Civil Engineer) married 21/4/1909 Melicent Sarah Young, 31, residing at 122 St Julians Farm Road, 
(Father, Septimus Young, Civil Engineer) at St Peters Church ,Streatham.   

1901 Census:  122 St Julians Farm Road, Lambeth, Norwood.  Septimus Young, 51, Civil Engineer, born 
Northumberland.  Melicent Young, 49 born Derby; Melicent Sarah Young, 23, born Lambeth; Edith E 
Young, 21, born Lambeth; Mary E Young, 18, born Lambeth; Helen M Young, 13, born Lambeth; Annie K 
Young, 12, born Lambeth.   

Melicent Sarah Young, born 24/2/1878 baptised 24/4/1878, St Barnabas, Lambeth, Surrey 

1939 Register: “Springtor” Upper Rose Hill, Dorking.  Melicent S Stanley, born 24/2/1878 widow, private 
means.   Edith E Young, born 24/10/1879, single. 

Melicent Sarah Stanley of “The Croft”, Gomshall nr Guildford, died 13/1/1968.   

Mr Walmsley Stanley had been engaged in constructing railways in Sweden for the Swedish Central 
Railway.  In 1874 he was General Manager of Swedish Central which was formed to construct a railway 
from Frovi to Ladvika, 60 miles total.   

1927 Kelly’s Guide shows Hartley Stanley living at Brake Ridge, Middlecombe, Minehead. 

Transcription of VAD card: “Address Aldersmead, Alcombe.  Service December 1915 to September 1917, 
Nurse 3260 hours.   

 

 

  



SPARKES,  WALTER WILLIAM 

Private 35450  Loyal North Lancashire Regiment, 1st/5th (Territorial) Battalion.  Died 1/10/1918, aged 35.  
Son of William Henry and Ellen Sparkes of Minehead; husband of Mabel W Sparkes of 17 West Street, 
Minehead.   

Commemorated in St Michael’s Church: “To the Glory of God and in Loving Memory of Walter William 
Sparkes who was killed at Proville on October 1st 1918 aged 35.  May he rest in peace”.  Buried Proville 
British Cemetery. 

1891 Census, 1 Middle Street, Minehead.  William H Sparkes, 37, born Minehead.  Ellen Sparkes, 34, born 
Swimbridge, Devon.  Walter W, 7, born Minehead.  Fred, 5.  Reginald, 3.   

Walter was baptised 2/9/1883, Minehead; father, William Henry (Blacksmith). 

1901 Census, Middle Street, Minehead.  William H, 47. Ellen, 44, born Barnstaple.  Walter W, 17, 
Carpenter’s Apprentice.  Fred, 15, Blacksmith.  Reginald E, 13.  Ellen M, 9.  Ada, 6.  Herbert, 2. 

1911 Census, 17 West Street, Minehead.  Walter Sparkes, 27, Builder/Carpenter, born Minehead.  Mabel, 
27, born Devizes, Wiltshire, 6 years married.  Doris May, 6, born Melksham, Wiltshire 6/3/1905.  Ada 
Gertrude, 4, born Minehead, 13/5/1906.  Third child Vera Annie born 14/3/1911.   

Walter William Sparkes, 21, Carpenter, resident Trowbridge, married Mabel Collins, 21, resident 
Trowbridge, 8/10/1904. 

Walter enlisted 17/9/1915 at Minehead aged 32, a Carpenter of 17 West Street.  His details of service are:   

At Home 17/9/1915 to 25/5/1916 

France      26/5/1916 to 6/9/1916 

Home        7/9/1916  31 Training Reserve Battalion.   

Embarked 9/6/1917 Folkestone for Boulogne.  Joined 25th Infantry base and posted to 10 Loyal Lancashire 
Regiment.  Joined 9th Battalion Loyal Lancs. 28/6/1917.   

To Hospital 31/8/1917; Rheumatism 2/9/1917: Etaples 10/11/1917; Influenza 16/2/1918; to the UK 
1/3/1918. 

Chester War Hospital 3/3/1918 to 27/4/1918.   

Embarked Folkestone 31/7/1918.  Posted to 1st/5th Battalion Loyal North Lancs 7/8/1918.  1/10/1918 
1st/5th Loyal North Lancs attacked from Proville (a village adjoining Cambrai).  Attack was successful 
despite 21 prisoners taken.   

Casualties were 2 Officers, and 23 Other Ranks killed; 5 Officers and 110 Other Ranks wounded; 18 Other 
Ranks missing; 1 Officer and 3 Other Ranks wounded and missing.  

 

  



ST AUBYN, JAMES  PIERS   

James Piers St Aubyn died 7/5/1895 in his 81st year at his house Chy-an-Eglos, Marazion, Cornwall.  He 
was born 6/4/1815 the second son of the Rev Robert Thomas St Aubyn, Vicar of Powick, Worcestershire 
and married Elizabeth Hooper, 13/4/1854, at Stoke Damerel, a widow of Captain W A Phillot RN.  He 
trained as an Architect and specialised in church building and restoration.  His office was at Lambe 
Buildings, Temple, London and for 30 years was Surveyor to the Hon Society of the Middle Temple. 

Recording his will on 3/8/1895 WSFP stated “The late Mr St Aubyn was, it may be remembered intimately 
connected with this neighbourhood.  He was the Architect for the Tower of Carhampton Church, then for 
Priory House (now Priory Court), Dunster (1871/2), next for the Parochial School at Minehead, and last, 
though not least, for more than three fourths of the new housing at Minehead”.  

He was the retained Architect of the Dunster Castle Estate from the mid 1860s.   

1865 Parochial School, The Holloway (John Pearse Builder); 1868/9 Stuckey’s Bank, 8 The Parade; 1876 
Coastguard Station at entrance to The Quay – 6 houses plus Watch Tower (J H Langdon Builder); 1882 
Clanville for H A Bosanquet; 1885 Restoration of St Michaels (reopened March 1886), contractor J H 
Langdon (plans for raising funds began 1882; 1885 Town Hall again with J H Langdon.   

He was also involved in the overall development of Minehead as an advertisement in the Weson Super 
Mare Gazette of 21/6/1873 shows: “The attention of builders and capitalists is now directed to this 
picturesque watering place as offering unusual facilities for the development of extensive and 
remunerative opportunities.” 

It went on to point out the advantages of Minehead’s scenery, sands, climate which would enable it to 
develop as a summer and winter resort. Also the Harbour was safe and the railway had just arrived 
connecting Minehead to its hinterland. 

In addition “The land at Minehead has been carefully laid out in eligible sites for villas and other residences 
and with the view of meeting the requirements of rapidly increasing population”.  

  



STADDON, MABEL   

1939 Register:  19 Alexandra Road, Minehead.  Ethel M Staddon, born 8/11/1877, single, Home Made 
Cake Business.  Mabel R Staddon, born 15/5/1879, single. Independent means.   

Mabel Emma Rose Staddon of 19 Alexandra Road, Minehead, spinster, died 13/6/1957.  Probate to Ethel 
Mary Amelia Staddon and Kathleen Staddon Spinsters.   

1911 Census: Friday Street, Minehead.  William Staddon, 60, Cab Proprietor, born Minehead.  Clara 
Staddon, 62.  Ethel Staddon, 32, single, born Minehead.  Mabel Staddon, 30, single, born Minehead.   

1901 Census: Friday Street, Minehead.  (next to Townsend House).  William Staddon, 51, Cab Proprietor.  
Clara Staddon, 53.  Archie Staddon, 25, Cab Driver; Ethel Staddon, 23; Mabel Staddon, 21; Percival 
Staddon, 19, Cab Driver.   

Mabel’s birth registered 2nd Quarter 1879 Williton. 

William Staddon, died 4th Quarter, 1921, aged 72.   

Clara Staddon of “Fairmount” Church Street, Minehead, died 22/12/1934. Probate to Mabel Emma Rose 
Staddon, spinster.   

1927 Kellys shows Mrs Staddon at 1 The Avenue. 

1914 Kellys, Staddon and Sons Ltd, Cab Proprietors, Friday Street and 5 The Avenue.  

1919 Kellys gives the same information as 1914. 

VAD card transcription “address The Avenue, Minehead.  Service from December 1915 to September 
1918, Nurse, 2700 hours.   

 

  



STANLEY, MELICENT   

1911 Census “Aldersmead” Manor Road, Alcombe.  Hartley Stanley, 36, private means, born Stockholm, 
Sweden.  Melicent Sarah Stanley, 32, two years married, born Clapham.   

Hartley Stanley, 35, Gentleman, residing at Silverton, Summerland Avenue, Minehead (father Walmsley 
Stanley, Civil Engineer) married 21/4/1909 Melicent Sarah Young, 31, residing at 122 St Julians Farm Road, 
(Father, Septimus Young, Civil Engineer) at St Peters Church ,Streatham.   

1901 Census:  122 St Julians Farm Road, Lambeth, Norwood.  Septimus Young, 51, Civil Engineer, born 
Northumberland.  Melicent Young, 49 born Derby; Melicent Sarah Young, 23, born Lambeth; Edith E 
Young, 21, born Lambeth; Mary E Young, 18, born Lambeth; Helen M Young, 13, born Lambeth; Annie K 
Young, 12, born Lambeth.   

Melicent Sarah Young, born 24/2/1878 baptised 24/4/1878, St Barnabas, Lambeth, Surrey 

1939 Register: “Springtor” Upper Rose Hill, Dorking.  Melicent S Stanley, born 24/2/1878 widow, private 
means.   Edith E Young, born 24/10/1879, single. 

Melicent Sarah Stanley of “The Croft”, Gomshall nr Guildford, died 13/1/1968.   

Mr Walmsley Stanley had been engaged in constructing railways in Sweden for the Swedish Central 
Railway.  In 1874 he was General Manager of Swedish Central which was formed to construct a railway 
from Frovi to Ladvika, 60 miles total.   

1927 Kelly’s Guide shows Hartley Stanley living at Brake Ridge, Middlecombe, Minehead. 

Transcription of VAD card: “Address Aldersmead, Alcombe.  Service December 1915 to September 1917, 
Nurse 3260 hours.   

  



STARK,  JOHN 

Private 10932 6th Battalion Somerset Light Infantry, died 21/3/1918 aged 22.  Son of Eliza Stark of 3 Bancks 
Street, Minehead and the late Frederick Stark.  Commemorated Pozieres Memorial. 

1911 Census, Bratton Cottage, Minehead.  Frederick Stark, 43, born Kings Brompton, Farm Labourer.  Eliza, 
41, born Dulverton.  John Stark (one of nine children), 15, born Selworthy, Stable Boy.  Baptised 1/3/1896, 
Bossington, Porlock.  Birth registered first quarter 1896.   

On 18/3/1918 6th SLI were holding front line trenches in the region of La Folie (as a part of 14th Division, 
holding the sector just West of Hamegicourt, Alaincourt and Berthencourt); it was in this sub sector that 
the Battalion was practically wiped out.   

Battle of St Quentin.  Bombardment fell 4.30 a.m. 21/3/1918 including mustard gas.  Shortly before 10 
a.m. enemy troops in great number were streaming down the St Quentin Road from both flanks; they 
poured into and overran La Folie Quarry and five minutes later were reported pushing towards Benay and 
Cerizny.  It was probable that by this time 6th SLI ceased to exist.  At 11 a.m. 1 Officer and 3 Other Ranks 
reached Brigade Head Quarters and they were the sole survivors of 20 Officers and 540 Other Ranks of 
6th SLI 

  



STENNER,THOMAS  ROBERT   

1891 Census: 3 Park Street, Minehead.  John B Marley, Head, 26, Watch Maker/Jeweller born Porlock.  
Thomas Marley, father, 56, Master Mariner born Porlock.  Elizabeth M Marley, 51, mother, born 
Plymouth.  Annie M B Marley, single, 20 born Porlock.  Thomas R Stenner, nephew, 4, born Minehead. 

Thomas Robert Stenner born 13/10/1886, birth registered 4th Quarter 1886 (mother’s maiden surname 
Marley).  Thomas R Stenner christened 11/11/1886, Methodist Church Porlock, parents, James Stenner 
and Elizabeth Sarah Marley (married 1884 registered 2nd Quarter 1884 Williton.  Married 31/5/1884 at 
Dunster Wesleyan Chapel.   

1901 Census: 12 Radnor Road, Canton, Cardiff.  James Stenner, 43, Yeast Dealer, born Selworthy.  
Elizabeth Stenner, 40, born Porlock.  Thomas Stenner, 14, born Minehead.  Ernest Stenner 12, born Cardiff.  
Beatrice Stenner, 10, Robert 9, Margaret 5, Dorothy 3, all born Cardiff.   

T R Stenner married Beatrice Evans 3rd Quarter 1909 registered Bridgwater. 

1911 Census:  41 Inman Road, Willesden. T R Stenner, 24, born Minehead, letter sorter.  Beatrice Stenner, 
22, born Cardiff.  Thomas James Stenner, 0, born Harlesden. 

From Who Was Who Among English and European Authors 1931-1949, published 1978:  Stenner, Thomas 
Robert, born Minehead 1886; educated Cardiff Intermediate School; married Beatrice Evans; one son, one 
daughter; Journalist, Speedway Reporter for The Daily Mail 1931; Ice Hockey Reporter, Daily Mail 1933.  
Racing Correspondent, Dundee Courier & Advertiser 1928.  Publications: “Thrilling the Million – The Lure 
of Speedway” 1934; “Stenner’s Speedway Annual” 1947 and other dates.  He originated the first 
Speedway Test Match 1930 and was responsible for the National Trophy Competition. 

Famous Speedway Correspondent of the Daily Mail and Sunday Despatch and respected Speedway 
author.   

1939 – Mr Tom Stenner, the Daily Mail’s authorative writer on the sport for the last nine years and the 
recognised authority on Speedway Racing.   

1939 Register:  Aston Rowant, South Oxfordshire.  T R Stenner born 13/10/1886 Author and Journalist.  
Beatrice Stenner born 6/9/1888.   

T R Stenner died 29/8/1975, 1 Normand Mews, Fulham, W14.   

  



STETTINER,  HENRY  FREDERICK  ROGER   

Flight Sergeant (Observer) 1380632, RAFVR,  158  Squadron  died 30/3/1943, aged 33.  Son of Alphonse 
and Elise Stettiner of Minehead.  Buried Hamburg Cemetery.    

Press Report states “MISSING, - Reported missing believe killed on flying operations, Flight Sergeant Henry 
F R Stettiner RAFVR.  Eldest son of Dr and Mrs Alphonse Stettiner, Heale Cottage, Dunster, Somerset, 
formerly of 18 Avenue Matignon, Paris.” 

Stettiner Henri Frederick Roger of 71 Harrington Gardens, South Kensington, died 30/3/1943 on War 
Service.  Probate to Alphonse Stettiner Doctor of Medicine. 

Elsie Stettiner of 3 Hillview Road, Minehead, wife of Alphonse, died 30/5/1954 at Mount Royal Nursing 
Home, Minehead.  Probate to Alphonse, Medical Practioner.   

Alphonse Stettiner of 3 Hillview Road, Minehead died 5/11/1966 at Grove Nursing Home, The Parks, 
Minehead.  Probate to Paul Dennis Etienne Stettiner, no occupation.   

Alphonse Stettiner born 1876 Marylebone. 

1939 Register.  71 Harrington Gardens, London SW7. Henry F R Stettiner, born 11/4/1910, Manager in 
Training for Marks and Spencer. 

29/30 March 1943, Berlin attacked unsuccessfully by 329 aircraft.  162 Lancasters, 103 Halifaxes and 64 
Stirlings.  Weather conditions difficult with icing and inaccurately forecast winds causing most of the 
bombs to fall in open countryside, six miles south east of Berlin.  21 aircraft lost, 11 Lancasters, 7 Halifaxes 
and 3 Stirlings.  

On Monday, 29/3/1943, aircraft of 158 Squadron took off on a mission to Berlin from RAF Lissett at 2211.  
Henry Stettiner was in a Handley Page Halifax type 2 HR757 NP-M.  It was hit by flack and crashed at 0020 
at Schnelsen in the North West Suburbs of Hamburg.  All 7 crew were killed, and buried in Hamburg 
Cemetery, Ohlsdorf. 

Oscar Stettiner 

Oscar Stettiner (1878 -1948) was a British Art Dealer based in Paris and whose art collection was seized 
by the Nazis and auctioned.   

Born in 1878 son of Henri Jules Stettiner and his wife Gertrude Davis.  He had an older brother Alphonse 
and a sister, Adele born 1880.  Oscar and Alphonse had British Nationality and Adele French Nationality.  
They were of Jewish ancestry. 

When Henri retired, the business went to the children and Stettiner became a partner at Stettiner et Cie 
with his siblings.  The business operated internationally initially with Alphonse at its head, and then by 
Oscar from 1935.  In 20/11/1939 the Gallery in Avenue Matignon was closed.  Oscar was arrested and 
imprisoned in 1943.   

 

  



STEPHENS,  HENRY 

Petty Officer 2nd Class, 145138, died 4/6/1916, aged 43 aboard HMS Challenger.  Son of the late James 
and Jane Stephens of Wellington, Somerset, and husband of Emma Stephens of “Withleigh”, Irnham Road, 
Minehead.  Commemorated Plymouth Naval Memorial.   

1911 Census, 3 Coastguard Station, Minehead.  Henry Stephens, 38, born 12/3/1873, Wellington, Leading 
Boatman, Coastguard, employed by The Admiralty.  Emma Stephens, 37, born Bradfield, Devon, married 
9 years.  Dorothy Stephens, 8, born St Gorran, Cornwall.  Henry Stephens, 5, born Great Crosby.  Gladys 
Stephens, 2, born Minehead.   

Henry Stephens, aged 29, resident of St Gorran, Cornwall, Professional Seaman, married Emma Carter, 
aged 28, resident of Withleigh 9/4/1902 at St Catherine’s, Withleigh, Devon. 

Henry joined the Royal Navy 12/3/1891, aged 18 for twelve years.  On 13/4/1901 he began working as a 
Coast Guard at Gorran Haven;  then at Blundell Sands, Lancashire (September 1904 to December 1908) 
and finally at Minehead (15/12/1908 to 10/7/1913). 

He joined the RN RFR/DEV/A/4104,  5/2/1914 and served on HMS Challenger from 2/8/1914 to 4/6/1916.   

Challenger was an “Old 2nd Class Cruiser” launched 27/5/1902 and had been on the Australian Station; 
eventually returned home and paid off at Devonport.  Recommissioned immediately, 1912, in 3rd Fleet 
(Reserve) then recommissioned in the 9th Cruiser Squadron in August 1914 based at Portland. 

In September 1914 she was sent to West Africa for Cameroon’s Operations.  Engaged in Rufiji River 
Operations against Koenigsberg 1915 and bombarded Dar-Es-Salaam 13/6/1916 with “Pioneer”.  
Remained in East Africa until the Armistice.  Sold May 1920.   

The Ship’s Log records the following: “4 June 1916 10 p.m. PO 2nd Class Henry Stevens (sic) ON145138 
died from heart disease”.   

Challenger was voyaging from Zanzibar to Dar-Es-Salaam to Kilindini.   

“5 June 1916 6.45 a.m. stopped engines as required for burial service.  7.00 a.m. Committed to the Deep 
the body of the late Petty Officer 2nd Class Henry Stevens (sic).  ON145138. Position buried Latitude 4 deg. 
6 mins. S, Longitude 39 deg. 44 mins E.  7.10 a.m. Proceeded on course for Kilindini Harbour”. 

  



STRACHAN,ARTHUR CLAUDE  

Arthur Claude Strachan was a painter of old English cottages in watercolour.  He lived in Minehead from 
around 1929 till his death in 1954 at “Wyngate”, 14 Queens Road. 

He was born in Edinburgh 15/3/1865.  His father, George, married his mother Mary in 1858.  Saint James 
Chronicle 16/2/1858: “Strachan – Dalrymple; on the 9thinst at St Mary Abbotts, Kensington, George 
Strachan of China to Mary third daughter of the late A Dalrymple of the Island of Dominica, West Indies.” 

1841 Census: 4 Finsbury Circus, St Stephen.  Alexander Dalrymple, 50, Merchant born Scotland.  Ellen 
Dalrymple, 25.  William Dalrymple, 6.  Mary Dalrymple, 5.  Thomas Dalrymple, 4.  James Dalrymple, 2. 

1851 Census: 7 Queens Road, St Pancras, Marylebone.  Ellen Dalrymple widow, 38, Alexander Dalrymple, 
son, 21.  Ellen Dalrymple, daughter 20.  Mary Dalrymple, 15.  Edward Dalrymple, 5. 

Alexander Dalrymple death registered 2nd Quarter 1849, Edmonton, Middlesex.  Alexander Dalrymple 
buried 3/4/1849 All Souls Cemetery, Kensal Green, Kensington, Chelsea.  He was aged 58 (born 
1/11/1790) and a resident of Southgate. 

1861 Census:  Lower Joppa, Duddingston, village of Joppa, Portobello, Midlothian.  Ellen Dalrymple, 
Widow, 48.  Income service from 3 percent consoles.  Ellen Dalrymple, daughter, 30.  Barbara A Dalrymple, 
17.1871 Census:  Hamilton Villas, 1 Duddingston, Portobello, Midlothian.  Ellen Dalrymple, widow, 58 
annuitant born West Indies.  Ellen Dalrymple, daughter, 40, born West Indies.  Barbara A Dalrymple, 
daughter, 27.  Edward Dalrymple, son, 25.   

1871 Census: Hamilton  Villas, 4 Duddingston, Portobello Midlothian .  George Strachan, 50, Architect, 
born Edinburgh.  Mary Strachan, 35, born West Indies.  Edith M Strachan, 9.  Herbert B Strachan, 8.  Arthur 
C Strachan, 6.  Constance A Strachan, 4.  Henry M Strachan, 3.   

Arthur Claude Strachan born 15/3/1865 at 4 Leamington Terrace, Edinburgh, district of Newington. 

School Register shows A C Strachan entered school in Liverpool 15/1/1876, parent George, Architect, of 
34 Grove Street, left June 1878. 

1891 Census: 6 Normanby Street, Toxteth Park, Liverpool.  George Strachan retired Architect, 70 born 
Scotland.  Mary Strachan 55, own means born West Indies.  Edith Mary Strachan, 29, daughter, Shop 
Assistant, Ladies Work Society, born Scotland.  Herbert Braide Strachan, 28, son, Clerk, Merchant’s Office.  
Arthur Claude Strachan, 26, Artist in Water.  Constance Amy, 24.  Charles Everard Strachan, 19, Clerk, 
Merchant’s Office. 

1901 Census 6 Normanby Street, Toxteth Park.  Mary Strachan, 65, own means, born Dominica West 
Indies.  Edith Mary,  39, Shop Assistant.  Herbert Braide, 38, Iron Merchant.  Arthur C, 36, Artist, Painter.  
Constance, 34 own means.  Charles Everard, 28, Clerk. 

George Strachan died 1st Quarter 1893 aged 72 Toxteth Park.  Mary Strachan buried 5/9/1906 Toxteth 
Park Cemetery aged 71.   

1901 Census:  Toxteth Park Workhouse, Smithdown Road, Alice Forbes, Nurse, born 17/4/1865 James 
Street, Aberdeen, father James Forbes. 

Arthur C Strachan married Alice Forbes 2nd Quarter 1903 Toxteth Park. 



1911 Census: 71 Burford Road, Evesham.  Arthur Claude Strachan, 46, Painter,Artist, born Edinburgh.  
Alice Strachan, 45, married 8 years, born Aberdeen.  Mabel Strachan, 7, born Evesham.  Evelyn Mary 
Strachan, 5, born Evesham.   

Death 12/2/1934 Strachan – At “Wyngate” Queens Road, Minehead, Somerset, on 10/2/1934 Alice wife 
of Arthur Claude Strachan, Artist, and youngest daughter of the late James Forbes, Merchant, Aberdeen.  

1939 Register: 14 Queens Road, Minehead.  Arthur C Strachan, Artist, pictures in water colour, widower, 
born 15/3/1865.  Mabel Strachan, single, born 14/1/1913 (sic).  Evelyn Strachan, single, born 10/1/1912 
(sic). 

Arthur C Strachan died 3rd Quarter 1954 registered Exmoor aged 90   

Arthur Claude Strachan of 14 Queens Road Minehead died 7/8/1954 Williton Hospital, probate to Janet 
Austin Collarbone (widow).   

From Who’s Who in Art published 1929.  “Strachan Arthur Claude:  Painter of old cottages in water colour, 
born Edinburgh 15/3/1865 son of George Strachan, Architect; married Alice Forbes;; studied Art at 
Liverpool; exhibited at Royal Academy and Royal Institute Liverpool; most work bought by dealers so little 
exhibited.  Principle works: “Penmaenmawr and Estuary from Deganwy” (exhibited Liverpool 1893); 
“Dwygyfylchigien” and cottages in Warwickshire, Worcester, Somerset and Devon; exhibited 1885 to 
1932; recreation music (cello).  Address “Wyndgate” (sic), Queens Road, Minehead; signature on work 
“Claude Strachan” (square lock letters, tale of “S” prolonged back and thickened).   

  



SUMMERS,  ROBERT  GEORGE 

Lance Corporal 6467767 died 2/8/1944, aged 27.  2nd Battalion Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment).  
Son of  George and Annie Elizabeth Summers of Minehead; husband of Margaret Edith Summers of 
Minehead.  Commemorated Florence War Cemetery. 

1939 Register.  6 Hayman Road, Minehead.  George Summers born 12/10/1873 Jobbing Gardener.  Annie 
E Summers, born 12/10/1884.  Robert G Summers, born 8/4/1917, Assistant Gardener.  Iris Chapman, 
born 18/12/1925. 

Robert G Summers married Margaret E Tompkins, 1st Quarter 1942, registered Isle of Wight. 

Advance to Florence (17 July to 10 August 1944).  In this Battle, X111 Corps had to fight continuously 
against strong rear guard positions in the Valley of the Middle Arno and the Chianti Hills to the West of it.  
The successful conclusion of these operations placed the Allied Forces in a position to attack the Gothic 
Line. 

Battle of Monte Scalari 27 to 30 July 1944.  This was a key position in the German Outpost Line South of 
Florence.  After hard fighting by the 12th Brigade in this subsidiary engagement the mountain was 
captured.  12th Infantry Brigade of the 4th Division consisted of 2nd Battalion Royal Fusiliers, 6th Battalion 
Black Watch, 1st Battalion Royal West Kents.   The way to Florence was now open.  The job of the 4th 
Division was to protect the Western Flank of this attack.  R G Summers was killed 2/8/1944 along with 12 
of his comrades.   

  



SURRIDGE, MARY   

1911 Census:  8 The Avenue, Minehead.  Arthur Surridge, 49, Motor Engineer, born Chipstable.  
CarolineSurridge, 47, married 25 years, born Bridgwater:  Mary Surridge, 23, single, born Chipstable.  
Katherine Surridge, 18, single born Chipstable. 

Kelly’s 1914, Arthur Surridge, 8 The Avenue, Motor Engineer; Kelly’s 1919, Arthur Surridge, Motor 
Engineer, 8 The Avenue and Alcombe Road; Kelly’s 1927 same as 1919.   

1901 Census:  Newton’s Cottage, Enmore, Bridgwater.  Art Surridge, 39, Carpenter, born Chipstable.  
Caroline Surridge, 36, born Bridgwater; Mary Surridge, 1/4/14 born Chipstable; Katherine 8, born 
Chipstable. 

Mary Ann Sturridge, baptised 16/1/1887, daughter of Arthur William and Caroline Ann, Wheelwright of 
Chipstable.   

Mary Ann’s birth registered 1st Quarter 1887, Wellington. 

Mary Ann Surridge married David E Dixie, 4th Quarter 1918, registered Williton.   

1939 Register:  2, West Skirdle, Chipstable.  Arthur W Surridge, born 1/3/1862,  Garage Proprietor, retired.  
Mary A Dixie born 21/12/1886. 

Caroline Ann Surridge died 1st Quarter 1938 registered Taunton, aged 73.   

Arthur William Surridge of Newport Cottage, Waterrow, Chipstable, died 13/7/1940 at the Mental 
Hospital, Cotford, Somerset.  Probate to Mary Ann Dixie, wife of David Edward Dixie.   

Mary Ann Dixie of 10 Pines, Waterrow, Chipstable, Taunton, married woman, died 9/10/1960 at Taunton 
Isolation and Chest Hospital.   

VAD card transcription: “address The Avenue, Minehead, served from 20/11/1914 to November 1917 at 
Minehead Hospital.  Cook, meals for all men and staff.  1700 hours, Red Cross and Yeomanry Hospital.  
The member came in regularly when called on a month at a time, but owing to her father’s men all being 
called up, had to give up doing the mid day cooking and only came in for breakfasts as she had to help in 
their garage.   

  



SWEETLAND,  JOHN GILBERT 

Private 25860, 7th Somerset Light Infantry, died 13/12/1916.  Born Colyton, enlisted Minehead, resident 
of Alcombe.  Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial and listed on the Alcombe Memorial.   

1891 Census, The Butts, Colyton, Axminster.  William Sweetland, 25, Railway Platelayer, born Colyton.  
Emma Elizabeth (nee Stamp), 30, born Farway.  Gilbert Sweetland, 4, born Colyton.  Jane, 2.  Edward 1.   

Gilbert’s birth registered first quarter 1887. 

1901 Census, Castle Hill, Axminster, William Board, Head, 40, Blacksmith Striker.  Gilbert Sweetland, 14, 
Boarder, born Colyton.   

John Gilbert Sweetland married Annie Jane Coles, 6/3/1907.  Both were residents of Luxborough.  He was 
a Baker.   

1911 Census; he was a patient in Dunster Cottage Hospital, aged 25, born Colyton, trade Baker’s Man.  

1911 Census, 1 Dugdale Street, Minehead.  Annie Jane Sweetland, 27, born 23/2/1884 near Bridgend (died 
December 1970).  Cyril John, 3, born 1908 West Street.  Archibald Gilbert, 1, born 1910 Dugdale Street.  
George H Coles, brother, 25, born Luxborough.   

On 12/12/1916 the 7th Somerset Light Infantry relieved 10th King’s Rifles in trenches between Les Boeufs 
and Morval (near Guillemont).  Weather was atrocious and Germans frequently shelled the forward area.  
On 13/12/1916 three men were killed including John Sweetland.  

  



TAMLYN,WILLIAM  JOHN   

W J Tamlyn moved to Minehead circa 1895/6 and practiced as an Architect and Surveyor in the town for 
the next 37 years.  He was one of a group of Architects who were at the forefront of Minehead’s evolution 
from a harbour town to a smart resort between 1860 to 1910.  They were J P St Aubyn; Charles Henry 
Samson (1837-1925); Frederick William Roberts (1895-1932) and William John Tamlyn (1870 -1933). 

He was a prolific Architect who was responsible for designing several hundred domestic properties such 
as: 

 Terraces on the west of Tregonwell Road 1901-9.  

“Southlands”, Northfield Road, built for himself 1906-7 

Amberley House, now Wessex Lodge, Whitecross Road (for Bligh) 

Beechfield House, The Parks, now demolished for retirement homes. 

Other projects were: 1897 Diamond Jubilee Fountain, site near the railway station on a triangular piece 
of ground at the bottom of The Avenue between the gardens of the Esplanade houses and the Tennis 
Ground.  WSFP 31/7/1897: “A very neat and suitable plan presented by Mr W J Tamlyn, Architect of 
Minehead.” 

1899 a new Infant School across the street from the Parochial School.  Two rooms and cloakrooms – 
Middle Street/Holloway Street.   

1902 Market House, The Parade. 

July 1905 The Victoria Memorial Reading Rooms. 

1914 Queens Hall, construction began 1913 and opened 1/6/1914 with the play “Oh, I say!”. 

1923 and 1927 extensions to The Hospital for Nurses Quarters. 

1871 Census:  Barnacott, Stoke Rivers.  John Tamlyn, 34, farmer of 20 acres born Stoke Pero. Mary Tamlyn, 
36, born East Down.  William John Tamlyn, 1, Farmer’s son born Stoke Rivers. 

His birth was registered 2nd Quarter 1870, Barnstaple.  Mother’s maiden surname Tamlyn.   

1881 Census: Rosehill House, Bishops Tawton, Devon.  John Tamlyn, 45, born Stoke Pero.  Mary Tamlyn, 
47, born East Down, Devon.  William John Tamlyn, 11, scholar, born Barnacott.  Richard Tamlyn, 8, scholar.  
Elizabeth J Tamlyn, 7.  Alice M Tamlyn, 9.   

1891 Census: Rosehill, Tawton, Barnstaple.  John Tamlyn, 54, own means.  Mary Tamlyn, 56.  William John 
Tamlyn, 21, Architect’s Assistant.  Alice Mary Tamlyn, 19, scholar, born Stoke Rivers.   

In 1869 John Tamlyn, 32 married Mary Tamlyn, 34, of Churchill East Down.  She was the daughter of 
William Tamlyn. 

When they were small the Tamlyn children were taught by a London educated Governess.  By the age of 
12 William attended school in Barnstaple and most probably studied at the High Street Art School as well.  
When he was 15 he was described as an Architect’s Assistant possibly working in the practice of F W Petter 
in Bridge Buildings, or with W C Oliver.   

1901 Census:  14 The Avenue, Minehead.  William J Tamlyn, single, Architect.   



1911 Census: “Eden Lodge” Northfield Road, Minehead.  William John Tamlyn, single, 41, Architect and 
Surveyor.  Elizabeth Jane Tamlyn, 37, single, sister.   

John Tamlyn of Eden Lodge Minehead, gentleman, died 30/10/1914 Probate to William John Tamlyn, 
Architect. 

Central Somerset Gazette, Friday 27/1/1933. “Somerset’s Architect’s Death After Fall”. “Mr W Tamlyn, an 
Architect residing at Minehead, died in hospital on Thursday and the matter referred to the West 
Somerset Coroner.  Mr Tamlyn fell from his bedroom window during the night and then made his way 
down the street where he was found by neighbours, who had been roused, clinging to some railings.  He 
was taken to a friend’s house and later removed to hospital.” 

William John Tamlyn of Eden Lodge Northfield Road Minehead died 18/1/1933 at 28 Tregonwell Road, 
Minehead.  Probate to Richard Tamlyn, Yeoman. 

  



TARR family 

WSFP 29/8/1896: “Among the industrial and commercial resources of Minehead the ironmongery, 
upholstery and furniture business of Mr William Tarr takes a prominent position from its extent and from 
the fact that it is one of the old established businesses of the town as it dates back over sixty years from 
the time when it was started by Mr Palmer who carried it on for about three quarters of that time.  
Subsequently the firm became Messrs Palmer &Tarr and of late years Mr Tarr has carried on the business 
in his own name, the former gentleman retiring into private life.  The present Proprietor has dispersed 
great energy in the development of the business which formerly carried on only in Wellington Square, has 
extended very much since he became sole Proprietor.  First the living rooms of the house in Wellington 
Square were absorbed into the store and showrooms.  Mr Tarr removing to a private residence in The 
Parks; then the whole of the ground floor and the back part of the premises were altered to suit the 
growing needs of the establishment, the fine new shop front more capable of displaying the extensive 
variety of goods and stock being put in.  Then he purchased the large and handsome building in The 
Parade, “Kensington House”; used for the display of furniture and upholstered goods.  The ironmongery 
being retained in the first named premises.” 

1841 Census: Frog Lane, Minehead.  Edwin Palmer, 20, Ironmonger.  Mary Palmer, 25. 

Pigot’s Directory of 1842 lists Edwin Palmer, Ironmonger.   

1851 Census: Frog Street, Minehead.  Edwin Palmer, 34, Ironmonger, born Stawley.  Mary Barker Palmer, 
35, born Wiveliscombe.  Mary Anna Palmer, 8, born Minehead.  Ellen Palmer, 5, born Minehead.  Walter 
Palmer, 2, born Minehead.  Edwin Palmer, 0, born Minehead.   

1861 Census: Frog Street, Minehead.  Edwin Palmer, 43, Ironmonger, born Stawley.  Mary Barker Palmer, 
45, born Wiveliscombe.  Mary A Palmer, 18, born Minehead. Ellen Palmer, 15, born Minehead.  Walter 
Palmer, 12, born Minehead.  Edwin Palmer, 10, born Minehead.  

1871 Census: Friday Street, Minehead.  Edwin Palmer, 54, Ironmonger, born Stawley. Flora Jane Palmer, 
29, born Seaton, Devon.  Rose Adeline Palmer, 3, born Minehead.  Norah Palmer, 1, born Minehead. 

Mary Barker Palmer buried 19/11/1864, Minehead, aged 49; Edwin Palmer married Mary Baker Thorne, 
2nd Quarter 1841 registered Wellington.  Edwin Palmer, born 1/1/1818 born Stawley; Mary Barker Thorne 
born 20/8/1814 Wiveliscombe.   

22/9/1866 Edwin Palmer, 48, widower, resident of Minehead, married Flora Jane Holmes, 25, Draper, 
resident of Beer, father John Holmes, Innkeeper, at the Parish Church of Seaton and Beer.   

26/2/1881 business became Palmer &Tarr. 

1881 Census:  Friday Street, Minehead.  Walter Palmer, 30, single, head, Ironmonger employing 1 man 
and 1 boy, born Minehead  William Tarr, 23, single, Partner, Ironmonger, born Roadwater.   

22/5/1883 William Tarr, 25, Ironmonger of Minehead married Elizabeth Lily Eames, 21, Wootton 
Courtenay 

1891 Census: 10 Friday Street, Minehead.  Elizabeth L Tarr, 28, Ironmonger’s wife, born Dunster.  William 
O Tarr, 6.  Percival J Tarr, 5.  Gwendoline O Tarr, 3.  John Tarr, 2.  Nina M Tarr, 1. Harry Eames, brother in 
law, Ironmonger’s Assistant, born Kilve, 22.  

In 1891 William Tarr was staying at a hotel in Fleet Street, City of London; also there was George Thristle 
who was Landlord of The Plume of Feathers.   



Palmer &Tarr partnership dissolved 8/9/1894.   

1901 Census:  The Parade, Minehead.  William Tarr, 43, Ironmonger, born Roadwater.  Lily Tarr, 37, born 
Dunster.  William O Tarr, 16, Ironmonger’s Apprentice, born Minehead.  Percival J Tarr, 15, born 
Minehead.  Gwendoline O Tarr, 13, born Minehead. John Tarr, 12, born Minehead. Nina M Tarr, 11, born 
Minehead.  Eliza A Eames, mother in law, retired Farmer, born Yarmouth, Isle of Wight.   

William Tarr birth registered 4th Quarter 1857, Williton;  Baptised 11/2/1858, James and Ann Tarr, 
Innkeeper.  

1861 Census:  Roadwater:  James Tarr, 45, Sadler.  Ann Tarr, 41, William Tarr, 3. 

1871 Census: “The Valiant Soldier”, Roadwater.  James Tarr, 55, Innkeeper, Sadler, born Withiel Florey.  
Ann  Tarr, 51, born Old Cleeve.  William Tarr, 13, born Old Cleeve.  Edith Tarr, 11, born Old Cleeve. 

William Tarr Ironmonger of Minehead died 18/4/1901.  Probate to Elizabeth Tarr, Widow, £13575.  He 
was buried 23/4/1901 aged 42 at Minehead. 

WSFP 20/4/1901 Saturday: “Obituary”  This stated that he died from TB from which he had been suffering 
for a long time.  He had taken a trip to Madeira last Autumn and subsequently he had tried the “open air” 
cure at Bournemouth.  Unfortunately both failed to arrest the disease and he had returned home before 
Christmas.  Due to the weather he was confined to his house but still followed the open air regime.  Within 
the last three weeks he had still taken drives in the open air on favourable days.  However, a decline set 
in at the beginning of this week and he passed away at 1.30 a.m. on Thursday.  Mr Tarr was 43 and had 
had a long business acquaintance with Minehead, having served his Apprenticeship to Mr Palmer then 
Ironmonger in Friday Street.  Subsequently he was taken into partnership and later on acquired the 
business for himself.  He extended the furniture trade taking Kensington House in The Parade which he 
devoted solely to the furnishing branch of his trade.  Mrs Tarr took charge of it and the shop being one 
that would be a credit to any town. 

Mr Tarr also found time to take part in public affairs.  He was a member of the old Local Board from its 
formation and with a slight interlude continued as a member of the UDC to the day of his death.  

He also in conjunction with Mr Bradhurst raised subscriptions and organised an efficient Fire Brigade for 
Minehead.  Until recently he was a Captain of the Force.  He was also a Church Warden.   

As a tradesman of the town he had the welfare of Minehead at heart and  was much respected by the 
tradesmen and townspeople generally.   

1911 Census: “Charlton House” Bampton Street, Minehead.  William OrellTarr, 26, Ironmonger, born 
Minehead.  Winifred Jane Tarr, 30, married 3 years, born Jhansi, India.  (27/6/1879).  Gwendoline Olive 
Tarr, 23, sister, Book Keeper at Ironmongers, born Minehead.  Percival James Tarr, brother, 25, single, 
Ironmonger, born Minehead.  

W O Tarr born 10/11/1883; baptised 10/12/1884 son of William and Elizabeth Lily, resident of Minehead, 
Ironmonger.   

4/6/1907, W O Tarr married Winifred Jane Aldwell of Llandudno. 

1901 Census: 39 St Augustine Street, Taunton:  Winifred J Aldwell, 21, Boarder, Stationer’s Assistant born 
Jahnsi. 

Kelly’s Directory of 1914, 1919, 1927 and 1939 lists William Tarr& Sons, Ironmongers, 3 Friday Street. 



On 22/11/1913 William O Tarr and Winifred Jane Tarr travelled to South Africa aboard the “Galway Castle” 
from Southampton.  They were soon to be divorced.  Winifred remarried 12/3/1915 to an Irishman called 
Henry Gustavus Bleazby. 

William O Tarr married Helen Dempster Barclay and had at least two children.  Vera Dempster Tarr born 
28/12/1922; William was recorded as a Book Keeper living in Mayfair, Johannesburg.  Isabel Tarr born 
25/1/1925; same details for William as above. 

William OrellTarr died 28/10/1966 at the Colin Gordon Nursing Home Johannesburg aged 82.  His home 
address was 53, Strathbogie, Caroline Street, Hillbrow, Johannesburg.  Cause of death was miliary TB.   

Percival James Tarr baptised 14/4/1885 was buried aged 28 at Minehead 1/4/1914. 

Gwendoline Olive Tarr, Royal Infirmary Bristol, 10/11/1917, examination, Central Midwives Board UK.  She 
was on the Midwives Role from 1904 to 1959.  On the Register of Nurses for 1922, Gwendoline Olive Tarr 
listed and her address c/o Mrs Hawker, Friday Street, Minehead.  She had enrolled 19/5/1922 and her 
qualification certificate 1914-17 from Bristol Royal Infirmary.   

Gwendoline Olive Tarr married William H Knill 4th Quarter 1922. 

1939 Register: “Roseveare” Hopcott Road, Minehead.  Gwendoline Olive Knill born 28/11/1887.  William 
H Knill born 1/10/1879 Bank Clerk. 

Gwendoline Olive Knill of Roseveare, Hopcott Road, Minehead, Widow, died 27//12/1961 at Minehead 
and West Somerset Hospital.  Administration to Irene Lily Rogers wife of Herbert Sidney Rogers.  

William Tarr had died 18/4/1901.  His widow, Elizabeth Lily Tarr remarried 3rd Quarter 1901 Harold Malkin 
registered Hendon.   

1911 Census: 11 Spilman Street, Carmarthen.  Harold Malkin, 33, Professor of Music (Organist), born 
Burslem, Staffs.  Elizabeth Lily Malkin, 45, married 9 years, born Dunster.  Nina Marjorie Tarr, step 
daughter, 20, born Minehead.  Vera Tarr, stepdaughter, 16, born Minehead.  Irene Lily Tarr, stepdaughter, 
10, born Minehead.  

Harold Malkin ARCO, Organist at Dunster Church 7/12/1895.  In 1897 he was Music Master at Alcombe 
School.   

1901 Census: Green Bank Villa, Blenheim Road, Minehead.  Harold Malkin, 23, Teacher of Music, born 
Burslem.   

15/8/1906 Harold Malkin departed to take up duties as Organist of Carmarthen Cathedral from Hanley. 

Nina Margery Tarr of 7 Esplanade, Carmarthen, died 28/6/1914.  She was 23.   

6/9/1918 departure of Mr Harold Malkin; appointed Organist at Beverley.  Mr Harold Malkin FRCO; ARCM; 
Lmus; TCL, Organist and Choir Master of St Peters Church Carmarthen had been appointed to a similar 
post at St Marys Church, Beverley.  He had been at St Peters for twelve years.  For ten years he was 
Lecturer in Music at South Wales Training College, Carmarthen.  For six years Music Teacher, County Girls 
School, Carmarthen.  

Irene Lily Tarr married Herbert Sidney Rogers, 3rd Quarter 1928, registered Beverley.  

Yorkshire Post & Leeds Intelligencer, 2/8/1928: “The wedding took place at St Marys Church, Beverley 
yesterday of Miss Irene L Tarr youngest daughter of Mrs Malkin of Bar Houses, Beverley and Mr H Sidney 



Rogers eldest son of the late Mr Thomas Rogers of Coppenhall Crewe.  The Bridegroom is a Master of the 
Beverley Grammar School.  The Bride was given away by Mr Harold Malkin.  

1939 Register: 28 Admiral Walker Road, Beverley.  Herbert S Rogers born 13/1/1899, Schoolmaster.  Irene 
L Rogers, born 29/8/1900. 

Irene Lily Rogers of 28 Admiral Walker Road, Beverley, died 1/5/1969. 

Elizabeth Lily Malkin of 62 North Bar, Within, Beverley, wife of Harold Malkin, Teacher, died 15/3/1932. 

Vera Tarr aged 29 died 1st Quarter 1929 Beverley.   

Harold Malkin of 63 North Bar, Within, Beverley, died 8/3/1952.  Probate to Gladys Eva Malkin, widow, 
and Irene Lily Rogers.   

John Tarr born 18/12/1888.  Death registered 2nd Quarter 1978; died 27/5/1978 10 Luttrell Gardens, 
Minehead.  On best evidence seems to have emigrated to Canada circa 1905 and must have returned at 
some date.   

  



THOMAS,  CHARLES  HARRIES 

Private 27674, 8th Somerset Light Infantry.  Born Cadleigh, Devon, and enlisted Minehead.  Died 
31/7/1917, commemorated Menin Gate, Ypres.   

1911 Census, Tripp Farm, Clatworthy.  James Thomas, 71, Farmer, born Bratton Fleming, Devon.  Jane 
Thomas, 56, born Carmarthen, Wales.  Charles Thomas, 20, born Cadleigh, Devon, birth registered third 
quarter 1891, Crediton, Devon.   

Charles Harries Thomas of Hindon Farm, Minehead, Private 8th SLI died 31/7/1917 in Belgium.  

The Battle of  Pilckem 31July to 2 August 1917, 3rd Ypres.  

 29/7/1917 8th SLI left camp at East of Lindenhoek for the trenches East of Lumm Farm.  

 30/7/1917 A, D, and C Companies moved up, 10 to 11 p.m. to Shell Hole Line between Grass Farm and 
Wambeck Stream.  

 31/7/1917 3.50 a.m. attack on Rifle Farm by 8th Lincs and 4th Middlesex Regiments.   

7.50 a.m. D and C Companies 8th SLI advance to clear Beck Wood and establish a line from the Wambeck 
just South of Wam Farm to a post South of Grass Farm.   

10.00 a.m. D Company to clear Beck Enclosures.  Captured positions consolidated at night.  The gains 
ranged from a few yards to four hundred yards. 

1/8/1917 Marched back to a Reserve Line east of Kemmel, and then to Billets at Dranoutre.   

8th SLI lost heavily on 31/7/1917: 2 Officers and 37 Other Ranks killed; 4 Officers and 90 Other Ranks 
wounded; 6 Other Ranks wounded and missing; 14 Other Ranks missing.  1/8/1917, 1 Officer killed.   

 

  



THORNE,  ALBERT  SIDNEY 

Private Albert Sidney Thorne 5677576 died 31/8/1944, aged 28,  1st/4th Battalion Hampshire Regiment.  
Commemorated Montecchio War Cemetery, situated at the Eastern end of the Gothic Line, near Pesaro.   

1939 Register.  “Eastleigh” Woodcombe.  Sidney Thorne, born 27/1/1882 Pit Prop Cutter.  Bessie Thorne, 
born 8/5/1885.  Albert S Thorne, single, born 25/3/1916, Market Gardener.  Maurice J Thorne, born 
31/7/1921, Groom. 

In August 1944 128 Brigade (Hampshire Brigade) began its assault on the Gothic Line as part of Operation 
Olive.  The Brigade’s first target was to cross the RiverMetauro and take Monte Bartolo which was 
captured on the morning of 29th August.  1st/4thHampshires engaged in heavy fighting around 
Montegaudio.  Next the River Foglia was crossed and Monte Gridolfo assaulted.  On the 31st August 
1st/4thHampshires joined the assault on what was one of the strongest points in the Gothic Line. 

The General Officer Commanding 8th Army, General Sir Oliver Leese, sent a signal to the Commanding 
Officer of 128 Brigade; “My best congratulations to you and your Brigade on your hard fought four days 
advance including the capture of Monte Bartolo and culminating in the forcing of the Gothic Line and the 
capture of Monte Gridolfo.  This was a fine achievement.   

 

  



THRISTLE and THE  PLUME  OF  FEATHERS 

From “Industrial Great Britain 1893”. “G Thristle, Hotelier, Plume of Feathers”. “The town of Minehead is 
distinctly fortunate in the possession of such an old established, well managed and thoroughly popular 
hotel, as the “Plume of Feathers”, now and for many years past so ably conducted under the name of 
“Thristle”.  This commodious hostelry has long enjoyed exceptional celebrity in the West Country as a 
central point for The Meets of the Devon & Somerset Stag Hounds, The Minehead Harriers and The 
Exmoor & West Somerset Foxhounds; and it consequently receives a large measure of patronage from 
hunting men generally, who perhaps appreciate the excellent stabling of the hotel, not less than the many 
comforts it affords for man as well as beast.  The record of the “Plume of Feathers” extends back over 100 
years but it has been much improved in every way during the propriety of the Thristle family who have 
done the honours of the house for nearly half a century and whose present representative, Mr George 
Thristle, is probably the most popular and successful host the famous old inn has ever had.  He has done 
much to bring the hotel up to the standard of modern requirements, and has made it a first class 
establishment in every respect, adding to its appointments all the luxuries and conveniences so much 
appreciated at the present day without in any way detracting from those substantial elements of comfort 
which characterised  it in former times. 

Situated on the direct road to Lynton “The Plume of Feathers” has the unique advantage in Minehead of 
a south aspect.  It is within a few minutes walk of the beautiful sands at this pleasant resort which afford 
easy and safe facilities for sea bathing, and is also within convenient distance of the golf links where 
excellent play at the “Royal Game” may be had.  

The hotel is a stopping place for all coaches running in to North Devon and is a HQ of the Cyclists Touring 
Club and consequently a favourite rendezvous of wheelmen in this part of the country.  In addition Mr 
Thristle has just laid out a beautiful bowling green, a large space of ground enclosed by a well planted 
garden.  From the sea the hotel is approached through a beautiful avenue of villas and luxuriant gardens 
and a plentitude of flowers and foliage quite suggestive of the Mediterranean.   

The building is a spacious one of three stories with handsome portico, vestibule and entrance hall and its 
internal arrangements are admirable.  Visitors will find the Drawing Room, Coffee Room, Billiard Room 
etc perfectly appointed while the bedrooms are most tastefully and comfortably furnished.   

There are bathrooms with sea water available if required, besides lavatories and every other convenience 
that a thoughtful regard for the wants of visitors can suggest and excellent accommodation for fifty 
guests.   

The stabling is unexceptionable whether for hosting or for hunters and vehicles of all kinds can be hired 
while the hotel buses regularly meet the trains and convey passengers to and from the station.   

In fact there is no essential point in which “The Plume of Feathers” fails to give satisfaction and in saying 
this we accord the highest praise possible to the Proprietor.   

Mr Thristle is a capable caterer and thoroughly understands his business. He is an ardent hunting man 
himself and is therefore well qualified to provide for the wants of others devoted to this incomparable 
sport.   

Visitors to Minehead cannot do better than seek his hospitality and we should imagine their numbers will 
greatly increase in coming years for this pretty place is making rapid progress in public favour as a health 
and pleasure resort.  Besides the attraction of the sandy bay and the sea it has the advantage of a most 
salubrious climate and the scenery inland is among the most charming and picturesque in England.”. 



From “Minehead, A New History”, Binding & Stevens page 171: “In lower town stood Minehead’s largest 
and most important inn, which by 1686 had been named “The Plume of Feathers”.  At that time it 
belonged to Deborah Bullocke, a granddaughter of Edmond Knowles,  the prosperous merchant of the 
Civil War period.  Early in the 18th Century it passed to her son in law Hugh Payne, and it continued to be 
the foremost hostelry in Minehead, the scene of much political banqueting.  An advertisement in the 
“Sherborne Mercury” of 1756 reads: “To be let: Plume of Feathers Inn or Tavern in Minehead – large and 
commodious, in Market Place – spacious dining room, sashed in front, 6 rooms on a floor, large walled 
garden, stabling for 150 horses – enquire of Mr Thomas Leigh, Attorney, Dunster.”  

 Page 216-217: “Among the inns was the old established Plume of Feathers, which was a Posting House 
and main centre for travellers although it deteriorated during the 1840s.  According to the Proprietress 
Mrs Ann Greensill the cause was the competition provided by The Duke of Wellington Inn built opposite 
The Feathers in 1820 and also acting as a Posting Inn servicing the “Opposition Coach”.   

Thomas Warden, Mr Luttrell’s Agent, says that the real reason for the decline in trade at The Feathers was 
that Mrs Greensill was “entirely unfit for the business and never could make it profitable.  Fortunately the 
poor lady handing in her notice quit before these truths could be brought home to her.”” 

Bath Chronicle & Weekly Gazette, 10/5/1792: “Minehead, Somerset: A most agreeable situation on the 
Bristol Channel.  Abounding with good rides and pleasant walks with a view of all shipping to and from 
Bristol etc.  B Mansfield most respectfully acquaints ladies and gentlemen that the “Plume of Feathers 
Inn” hath lately been rebuilt and is now genteelly furnished for their reception and that for their 
accommodation he hath provided a commodious bathing machine, pleasure yacht and laid in a quantity 
of the best wine and spirits.  NB ladies, gentlemen or families may be provided with good and real 
apartments either with or without boarding – neat post chaises, able horses and careful drivers.” 

Similar advert was placed in May 1795. 

Deaths – announced in Bath Chronicle 15 January 1801: “Mr B Mansfield Master of The Plume of Feathers 
Hotel Minehead”.   

Bazil (Basil) Mansfield buried 9/1/1801 St Michaels Minehead. 

WSFP 13/10/1894 contained an article referring to Minehead’s Principle Inhabitants in 1794: “Basil 
Mansfield, Victualler, Landlord of The Feathers”.   

On April 5 1810 The Taunton Courier carried the following announcement: “Marriages – Tuesday at 
Minehead, Richard Crosse of Stowey to Miss Jane Greensill niece to Mr E Jones Feathers Tavern 
Minehead”.  Jane’s uncle Edward Jones was the owner of The Plume of Feathers in The Parade at 
Minehead.  

Edward Jones married Ann Nicholas 9/6/1793. 

Taunton Courier, 4/5/1815: “died – a few days since at Minehead by falling out of his gig Mr Edward Jones 
of The Plume of Feathers Inn Minehead”.  Edward Jones, innholder, buried April 22 1815 Minehead.   

Taunton Courier, 27/8/1823: “Five Pounds Reward” “Lost – the sum of £54 in Provincial  Bank Notes on 
the road between Minehead and Yard Mills on Thursday August 21.  Whoever will take the same to Mrs 
Jones of The Feathers Inn Minehead will receive the above named reward.” 

Taunton Courier, 26/11/1834: “A superb dinner was served by Mrs Jones at The Plume of Feathers”. 



Taunton Courier, 6/9/1837: “Reform Dinner”, “Admirably arranged by Mrs Jones the worthy hostess of 
The Feathers”. 

1841 Census:  Frog Street, Minehead.  Anne Jones, 75, Innkeeper.  Anne Greensill, 35 independent means.  
Edward Greensill, 20, Chemist.  ElIzabethGreensill, 5.   

Ann Jones (nee Nicholas) died 17/2/1847 buried 27/2/1847.  Her will refers to Ann Greensill her niece.   

1851 Census:  Parade, Feathers Hotel, Minehead.  Ann Greensill, Head, 51, single, Hotel Keeper born 
Brockman Staffs (or Brookman Brierley Hill, Staffs).  Jane Greensill, niece, born Stourport.  Jane Crosse, 
sister, widow, Landed Proprietor, born Staffs.   

Ann Greensill born 22/9/1799, Brookman, Brierley Hill Staffs, died 19/6/1875 Minehead. 

Jane Crosse buried 13/9/1851 Minehead.   

1861 Census:  Feathers Inn, The Parade, Minehead.  Ann Greensill, 61, Innkeeper born Staffordshire. 

Exeter & Plymouth Gazette, 27/9/1861: “Feathers Hotel Minehead: to be let by private contract from 
Christmas next, the above mentioned hotel and posting house.  Miss Greensill present tenant.   

Bristol Mercury, 19/4/1862: “A Greensill, Feathers Hotel, announces that she has retired from The 
Feathers Hotel, Minehead.” 

“Thomas Thristle on taking possession of the above well known house.  This hotel is admirably adapted 
of a family trade, the numerous sitting and bedrooms being lofty, clean and really comfortable; coaches 
daily to and from Williton Station of the WSR. Excellent stabling, lock up coach houses, post horses, 
carriages etc.” 

1871 Census:  2 Laurel Place, Alcombe.  Ann Greensill, Annuitant, 71.   

Ann Greensill died 19/6/1875 Minehead.  Buried 25/6/1875 aged 75.   

1841 Census:  Williton Higher Cross.  James Thristle, 35, Watch and Clock Maker.  Mary Thristle, 35.  
Thomas Thristle, 10. 

James Thristle married Mary Honiball 13/11/1823 Stogursey. 

1851 Census:  1 Lamb Street, Gloucester Lane, Clifton, Bristol.  Harriett Fish, 50, Licenced Victualler.  
Elizabeth Fish, 21, daughter.  Thomas Thristle, 20, visitor, Brewer born Williton. 

3/11/1851  St  Jude Bristol, Thomas Thristle, 21, married Elizabeth Fish 22, Maltster, residence Gloucester 
Lane, father, James, Watch Maker; Elizabeth Fish, residence Gloucester Lane, father, Gregory, Innkeeper. 

1861 Census:  Bell Inn.  Gloucester Lane, Bristol.  Thomas Thristle, 30, Maltster, Brewer, born St Decumans 
Williton.  Elizabeth Thristle, 31, born Bristol.  George Thristle, 3, born Bristol.  Alfred Tom Thristle, 2, born 
Bristol.   

1871 Census:  The Parade, Minehead.  Thomas Thristle, 40, Hotelkeeper born St Decumans.  Elizabeth 
Thristle, 41, born Bristol.  Kate Elizabeth Thristle, 17, born Bristol.  George Thristle, 13, born Bristol.  
William Thristle, 9, born Bristol.  Ada Helen Thristle, 7, born Minehead.  Laura Harriet Thristle, 4, born 
Minehead. Edith Ann Thristle, 2, born Minehead.  Walter HoniballThristle, 2 months, born Minehead.   

1881 Census:  Feathers Hotel, The Parade, Minehead.  Thomas Thristle, 50, born St Decumans, Williton.  
Elizabeth Thristle, 51, born Bristol.  Kate Elizabeth Thristle, 27, born Bristol.  William Thristle, 19, born 



Bristol.  Ada Helen Thristle, 17, born Minehead. Laura Harriet Thristle, 14, born Minehead.  Edith Annie 
Thristle, 12, born Minehead.  Mary Jane Thristle, 7, born Minehead.  Mary Thristle, mother, 79, born 
Stogursey. 

Thomas Thristle late of Minehead, Hotel Keeper and Farmer died 9/3/1890 Minehead. Will proved by 
George Thristle of The White Swan, Temple Street in the City of London, Hotel Keeper and the son.   

Elizabeth his wife died 8/11/1887 Minehead and buried 12/11/1887.   

George Thristle was christened 26/5/1857 Bristol, St Pauls, Portland Square.  Father: Thomas mother: 
Elizabeth residence Montpelier, occupation Maltster. 

20/12/1879 George Thristle, 22, married Ellen Jones, 29, Stepney, Middlesex.  He was a Wine Merchant’s 
Clerk of 32 Grafton Street, she of 17 Salmons Lane. 

1881 Census: Medway Street, Leicester, St Margaret.  George Thristle, 23, Clerk and Assistant Manager to 
Refreshment Contractor, born Bristol.  Ellen Thristle, 30, born Dunster.  Thomas Thristle, 0, born Leicester.  
Annie A Jones, 19, sister in law born North Curry.  Mary Legg, 60, mother in law, born Cutcombe.   

1891 Census:   Feathers Hotel, Minehead.  Ellen Thristle, 40, Hotelkeeper’s wife born Dunster.  Thomas 
Thristle, 10, born Leicester.  Annie Thristle, 8.  

1901 Census: Wellington Square, Minehead.  George Thristle 43, Hotelkeeper, born Bristol.  Ellen Thristle, 
50, born Dunster.  Thomas Thristle, 20, born Leicester.  Annie Thristle, 18, born Flexton Manchester 
(registered 4th Quarter 1882, Barton Upon Irwell, Lancs).   

Ellen Thristle buried 28/3/1908, aged 56. 

WSFP Saturday March 28 1908: “Wednesday evening Mrs George Thristle passed away after an illness of 
little over a week. 

WSFP 15/5/1909: “Thristle – Tidmarsh.  May 12, St Michaels Church Minehead, George Thristle of The 
Plume of Feathers Hotel Minehead to Edith Lilian daughter of the late George Tidmarsh, Bath”.   

1911 Census: Plume of Feathers Hotel.  George Thristle, 53, Hotelkeeper, born Bristol.  Edith Lilian Thristle, 
37, born Bath, 1 year married.  Thomas Thristle, 30, Clerk in Hotel, born Leicester.   

George Thristle died 28/12/1918, The Cliff Top Hotel, Grobert-on-Sea, Cardiganshire. Probate to Edith 
Lilian Thristle, widow and Thomas Thristle, son, Accountant.   

Children of George Thristle and Ellen Thristle:   

THOMAS  THRISTLE 

Thomas Thristle married Lilian Maria Lumbard 4th Quarter 1923, registered Williton. 

Thomas Thristle died 3rd Quarter 1925 aged 44, Newport, Monmouthshire.  Thomas Thristle, 32 
Corporation Road, Newport, Mon, died 28/7/1925 at Bryngwyn Nursing Institute, 25 Clytha Park Road, 
Newport. 

1939 Register:  “Belmont” Brocket Road, Stanborough, Hatfield, Herts.  Lilian M Thristle born 21/2/1890 
(widow) Laundress (Lumbard).   

Lilian Maria Lumbard died 3rd Quarter 1971 Portsmouth. 

ANNIE THISTLE   



WSFP Saturday 20/10/1906: “Wednesday 17 October 11 a.m. St Michaels: Mr William Camp Newcombe 
elder son of Mr and Mrs W L Newcombe to Annie Thistle only daughter of Mr and Mrs G Thistle, Plume of 
Feathers.  Mr W O Tarr best man.” 

1911 Census:  Wellington Square, Minehead.  William Camp Newcombe, 29, Grocer and Provision 
Merchant, born Bristol.  Annie Newcombe, 28.  Cyril Thristle Newcombe, 2, born Minehead.  Joan Marjorie 
Newcombe under 7 months, born Minehead   

1901 Census: Friday Street, Minehead.  William L Newcombe, 44, Grocer and Chemist  shop.  Emily 
Newcombe, 44.  William C Newcombe, 19, Grocer’s Assistant born Bedminster. 

William C Newcombe died 2nd Quarter 1917, registered Williton aged 35. 

William Camp Newcombe of “Norwood” Tregonwell Road, Minehead, Grocer Provision Merchant and 
Wine Spirit Merchant died 23/5/1917.  Probate to Annie Newcombe widow £6065. 

Annie Newcombe of “Brackenford” Wootton Courtenay widow died 5/9/1938.  Probate to Cyril Thristle 
Newcombe, Grocer and Joan Marjorie Stevinson wife of Joseph PrestStevinson, £16107. 

William Camp Newcombe: Devon Regiment Private 15074; Labour Corps, Private 279132; First served in 
France 18/5/1915; Victory, War Medals and 1915 Star.   

1939 Kelly’s Guide:  Cyril Thristle Newcombe, “Hornerstone” Parkhouse Road, Minehead.  Newcombe’s 
West Somerset Stores and Café, Grocers and Provision Dealers, wine and spirit merchants and café 
restaurant, Blenheim Corner.   

1919 Kelly’s Guide:  Plume of Feathers, Henry Chidgey; 1939 Kelly’s Plume of Feathers, Henry Chidgey.   

OTHER CHILDREN  OF THOMAS  AND ELIZABETH  THRISTLE. 

Kate Elizabeth Thristle. 

1891 Census: 3 The Avenue, Minehead.  Kate E Thristle, Head, 37, Music Teacher, born Bristol.  William 
Thristle, 29, brother, Manager of Livery Stables.  

Kate Elizabeth Thristle baptised Parish of St Paul, Bristol, Portland Square 18/3/1854; parents Thomas and 
Elizabeth Thristle of Philadelphia Street, Licenced Victualler.   

1901 Census:   3 The Avenue Minehead.  Kate E Thristle, Head, 47, Lodging House Keeper, Music Teacher.  
Ann Williams, aunt, 76. 

1911 Census:  35 Selbourne Place, Minehead.  Maria Jane Crockford, 53, single, Boarding House Keeper, 
born Cutcombe.  Kate Elizabeth Thristle, 57, single, Music Teacher, born Bristol. 

Kate Elizabeth Thristle of “The Retreat”, Alexandra Road, Minehead, Spinster, died 30/10/1923.  
Administration to Thomas Thristle, Clerk. 

WILLIAM THRISTLE    

William Thristle was baptised 8/12/1861 Bristol; death registered 2nd Quarter 1924 Taunton. 

1901 Census:  Somerset and Bath Asylum, Lunatic Asylum, Cotford, Bishops Lydeard.  William Thristle, 40, 
Cellarman, retired, born Bristol, lunatic.   

Admitted 13/5/1897, discharged 19/6/1897; admitted 26/10/1894, discharged 18/5/1895; admitted 
19/6/1897 Cotford, died 16/5/1924.   



The Hospital was built on the site of Cotford Farm Bishops Lydeard.  The contract ws signed 1893 and it 
took its first patients in 1897. 

ADA  HELEN  THRISTLE 

WSFP 13/12/1884: “December 8th at St Andrews Church Minehead Charles Thomas youngest son of the 
late Mr J Pitcher of Old Kent Road London to Ada Helen second daughter of Mr Thomas Thristle of 
Minehead.  A pretty wedding took place at St Andrews Church on Monday 8 December between Mr C T 
Pitcher of Forest Gate London and Miss A H Thristle (Nellie) second daughter of Mr Thomas Thristle of 
Minehead.  The Bridesmaids were the four sisters of the Bride”.   

1911 Census:  Mermaid Hotel Yeovil.  Charles T Pitcher, 55.  Ada H Pitcher, 47 married 26 years, 3 children.  
Edith Pitcher, 24.  C Thristle Pitcher, 22, Leather Glove Manufacturer.  Dora Helen Pitcher, 19.  Mary J 
Thristle, 37 sister in law born Minehead. 

1939 Register:  2 Kilkenney Villas, Taunton.  Ada Helen Pitcher, born 17/8/1863 widow.  Edith A Bell, born 
15/1/1869 widow.  Mary J Thristle born 127/1873, paid companion.   

Ada Helen Pitcher of 2 Kilkenney Villas, widow died 19/10/1944 at “Keswick” Wyndham Road, Taunton.  
Administration to Charles Thristle Pitcher, Glove Manufacturer.   

LAURA  HARRIET  THRISTLE 

WSFP 1/12/1888: “Mumford- Thristle:  November 28th at St Michaels, James (27, Salesman) eldest son of 
Matthew James Mumford of Woodford (Wanstead) Essex to Laura Harriet (Hattie), 21 third daughter of 
Thomas Thristle Minehead” 

Laura Harriet Thristle baptised 18/4/1867 and birth registered 2nd Quarter 1867.  

1911 Census:  36 The Grove, Camberwell.  Edith Annie Bell, 42, widow, Boarding House Keeper.  Percy 
Frederick Bell, 19, son.  Edith Phyllis Joan Bell, 17.  Walter George Bell, 15.  Laura Harriet Mumford, 44 
married, sister, one child.   

Douglas James Mumford, 26, in 1915, child of Laura Harriet Mumford, born circa 1890, 18 De Crespigny 
Park, Denmark Hill.   

1939 Register: 14 Salisbury Road, Worthing.  Laura H Mumford, widow, born 25/3/1867.   

She died 14/3/1959 “Roseacre” Priorsfield Road, Godalming, Surrey, widow.   

ALFRED  TOM  THRISTLE  

Baptised 27/3/1859, buried 31/12/1863. 

EDITH ANNE THRISTLE 

24/5/1890 Edith Annie fourth daughter of the late Thomas Thristle at All Saints Forest Gate Essex to Percy 
William elder son of the late Walter Bell of Clapham Surrey. 

1891 Census:  Clapham: Percy W Bell, 31, Solicitor’s Clerk.  Edith A Bell, 22, born Minehead.  Mary J 
Thristle, 17, Milliner’s Apprentice.   

1901 Census:  Camberwell New Road, Camberwell.  Percy W Bell, 41,Solicitor.  Edith A Bell, 32.  Percy 
Frederick Charles Bell, 9.  Edith P J Bell, 7.  Walter George Bell, 5.  

Edith Anne Bell died 18/12/1949 10 Winsford Road, Perry Hill, Catford.   



TODD, CATHA(e)RINE  CHARLOTTE  UTTEN   

1911 Census:  Alcombe Lodge, Magdalena Todd, 64, widow, born Valparaiso, Chile.  Isabel M Utten Todd, 
31, single, born Dunster.  Catharine C Utten Todd, 27, single, born Dunster.  Margaret L Utton Todd, 24, 
single, born Dunster.   

Magdalena died 26/9/1928 and was buried in George St Cemetery, Dunster.  

1901 Census:  19 Royal Crescent, Kensington, London. Magdalene Todd, widow, 54, own means.  Isabel 
M U Todd, 21.  Catherine C U Todd, 17, born Dunster.  Margaret L U Todd, 14.   

1891 Census: Alcombe Lodge. Magdalena Todd,widow, 44: Isabel M U Todd, 11;  Magdalena U Todd, 10, 
born Dunster; Killingworth Arthur U Todd, 8, born Dunster; Catherine C U Todd, 7; Margaret U Todd, 4; 
James Nicholas Whitehead, brother, 46, born Valpariaso, Chile.  

1881 Census:  The Rectory, Dunster:  Richard U Todd, 43, Rector of Dunster, born Kensington, London.  
Magdalena, 34, born Chile, British Subject; Richard J U Todd, 6, born Dunster; Mable M U Todd, 1, born 
Dunster; Magdalena E E U Todd, 1 month, born Dunster; James U Todd, brother, single, 33, Assistant 
Rector Dunster, born St. Pancras.   

1871 Census: Sandhill Cottage, Longbridge, Deverill, Warminster, Wilts. Richard U Todd, 33, Curate of 
Longbridge Deverill, born Kensington.  Magdalena Todd, 24, Curate’s wife, born Valpariaso. 

Morning Advertiser 22/5/1866: “On 17 May at Broad Clyst, T J Raymond Mallock, Royal Fusiliers, son of 
Thomas Mallock Captain RN of Axminster, Devon to Lucy, 2nd daughter of the late James Whitehead of 
Brockhill; And at the same time an place the Rev Richard Utton Todd, Curate, Longbridge Deverill, Wilts, 
eldest son of R J S Utton Todd of Gloster Road, Regents Park to Magdalena youngest daughter of the late 
James Whitehead.” (aged 19, mother Elizabeth gave consent).  

Richard Utton Todd, Vicar of Dunster 1872 to 1886 died 23/1/1886 at Dunster aged 48. 

1861 Census:  Brockhill House, Broad Clist Heath, Broad Clist, Devon.  James Whitehead, 56, Land 
Proprietor, born Kendal, West Morland.  Elizabeth Whitehead 57, born Hexham.  Isabel M T Whitehead, 
22, single, born Chile.  Lucy Whitehead, 20, single, born Hexham.   

Illustrated London News 9/9/1865: “On the 2nd of July at Vina Del Mar near Valparaiso, to the inexpressible 
sorrow of his wife and children, James Whitehead of Brockhill, Devon, aged 61, ten months after the death 
of his beloved elder son John Stobart” (John Stobart died 7/9/1864 Cochabamba, Bolivia). 

1939 Register:  The Parsonage, Dulverton.  Isabel M U Todd, born 8/6/1879. Catharine C U Todd, born 
16/11/1883.  Margaret L U Todd, born 5/9/1886.  Susan U Todd, born 5/7/1910 trained Froeble Teacher. 

Catharine Charlotte Utton Todd of Godolphin, Raglan, Monmouthshire, died 19/9/1965 at Bridruthen, 
Bridstow, Ross on Wye. 

Catharine was awarded the British War Medal and Victory Medal.  Served 28/9/1915 to 8/5/1916 (VAD), 
Queen Alexandra’s Imperial Nursing Service.   

VAD card shows her at Minehead Hospital from 8th May to 8th October 1916.  539 hours. She had also 
served at the 13th General Hospital Boulogne.   

ISABEL  TODD 

Isabel Marianne Utton Todd, born 8/6/1879, birth registered 3rd Quarter 1879 Williton.   



Isabel Marianne Utton Todd of The Parsonage House, Withypool, spinster, died 21/12/1952.  Probate to 
Catharine Charlotte Utton Todd and Margaret Lucy Utton Todd, Spinsters. 

See previous entry for details. 

VAD card transcription: “Address Alcombe Lodge, Alcombe, served 2/11/14 to 8/10/1916.  Nurse in Wards 
and helped with cooking, also some night work, half days, 990 hours.  This member worked well while on 
duty but not being strong was only allowed to do every other month, half days.  She resigned from the 
British Red Cross as her people left the place for a year, but on return did not want to take up VAD work.   

 

  



TOMPKINS,  KENNETH WILLIAM  

Corporal 5676746 died 11/7/1944 aged 28, 4th Battalion Somerset Light Infantry.  Son of Cecil Reckitts 
Tompkins and Henrietta Tompkins; husband of Gwynneth Mary  of Minehead.  Commemorated 
Banneville-La-Campagne War Cemetery ten miles East of Caen.  Also on the Alcombe Memorial.  His wife 
Gwynneth of 3 Hayman Rd Minehead,  who died in March 1995 had her ashes interred in Banneville War 
Cemetery with Kenneth.   

Kenneth Tompkins born 2/1/1916, Minehead .  Attended Taunton School September 1927 to July 1932.  
Between 1932 to 1939 he was a Gardener at “Aldersmead”, Alcombe Combe, Alcombe, Minehead.   

1939 Register, 40 Fownes Road, Alcombe, Cecil R Tompkins, born 25/7/1890 Insurance Agent.  Henrietta 
Tompkins born 2/4/1890.  Kenneth W Tompkins, born 2/1/1916, Gardener.   

He married Gwynneth Mary Shopland, (born 21/10/1919, Minehead). 29/8/1942, Minehead. 

1939 Register. 3 Hayman Road, Albert G Shopland, born 29/5/1879, Widow, Gardener.   

The attack on Point 112 on 10th July 43 Division with a Tank Brigade Attack launched the attack towards 
Point 112 on the Evrecy-Caen Road, and Maltot in the River Orne Valley.   

129 Brigade was detailed for this attack and 4th SLI was to attack the Hill.  Point 112 was a slight rise on 
the top of a ten acre plateau, the sides of which sloped gently.  Apart from a few hedges and a small wood 
the whole area at the time was covered with standing corn.  The plateau is a salient commanding 
observation over the River Orne but is itself under observation from three sides and the approaches afford 
little cover from view. 

At 0350 on 10 July mortar and artillery concentrations opened and at 0500 the attack began.  The first 
objective was the line of a road from Esquay, Eastwards through Point 112 to some bushes, 200 yards 
West of the Croix de Filandrieres on the Evrecy – Eterville Road.  There was much opposition and Point 
112 was not reached.  Casualties were heavy with 3 Officers and 13 Other Ranks killed; 9 Officers and 100 
Other Ranks wounded and 67 Other Ranks missing.   

The attack had been over 1500 yards of open country and under enemy observation the whole time.  The 
Battalion was now too weak to attempt any further advance. 

For the 4th Battalion this was by far the most unpleasant and bloodiest battle of the whole campaign.  The 
Battalion which had sailed from England was virtually destroyed and another created on the battlefield. 

At 0200 hours on 11 July 4th Somerset SLI forward positions on the line of the Evrecy – Eterville Road were 
overrun by two Tiger Tanks.  During the day the position was held against counter attacks by Infantry and 
Tanks, broken up by artillery defensive fire.  

Corporal Tompkins (killed in action) was mentioned in Despatches.   

 

  



TUDBALL,  ARTHUR MOYLE 

Died 24/2/1920, buried Minehead Cemetery.  The Gravestone reveals the following: “Arthur Moyle 
Tudball 2nd/5th Somerset LI died 24 Feb 1920 aged 26, From the Comrades of The Great War”.   

His death is registered first quarter 1920 at Taunton.   

1911 Census, 95 Bampton Street, Minehead.  William J Tudball, 45, General Labourer UDC born Minehead.  
Mary J Tudball, 51, born Redruth.  Nellie M Tudball, 25, born Clifton, Bristol, Dressmaker.  William R 
Tudball, 20, born Minehead, Carpenter.  Arthur M Tudball, 18, born Minehead, Hairdresser.  Annie 
Tudball, 15, born Minehead, Dressmaker.  William Wilkins, 4, nephew, born Simcoe, Ontario, Canada. 

In 1901 the family lived at 17 Phillips Row, Minehead.  Arthur was baptised 26/5/1893 at Minehead.  His 
father was William James, and mother Mary Jane Moyle Tudball (died 13/5/1921).   

2nd/5th  Somerset LI left Southampton 12/12/1914 for Bombay and ultimately Burma.  The journey to the 
Irrawaddy River went via Bombay, Calcutta and the Bay of Bengal. 

1/2/1915 reached Meiktila eighty miles South of Mandalay and three hundred miles North of Rangoon.  
A and D Companies taken on to Mandalay and then to Shwebo.  A and C then to Rangoon.   

16/5/1917 Battalion assembled at Rangoon on transfer to India.  A and B Companies at Dinapore; C 
Company at Barrackpore; and D Company at Dum Dum.   

He was disembodied (discharged) 4/7/1919.   

TUDBALL  FREDERICK  CHARLES 

Private 40165 1st Battalion Somerset Light Infantry, died of wounds 14/5/1918, 1st Canadian General 
Hospital, Etaples, aged 18.  Son of William Charles and Clara Tudball, of 55, Summerland Avenue, 
Minehead.  Buried in Etaples Military Cemetery with “A Native of Minehead” on his Headstone.   

1911 Census, “Exeter House”, Summerland Avenue, Minehead.  William Charles Tudball, 41, Carpenter, 
born Minehead.  Clara Tudball, 39, born Wootton Courtenay.  Frederick Charles Tudball, 11, born 
Minehead.  Sarah H Tudball, sister, 49, born Minehead.   

14/4/1918 1st Somerset Light Infantry was to participate in a plan to establish a bridgehead of some depth 
North of La Bassee Canal, which was a natural line of defence for the Germans.  As a first step Riez Du 
Vinage to be captured, and establish a line of posts from there to Carovin.  Operations on 14, 15, 16 April, 
captured Riez Du Vinage and a bridgehead was established.  Casualties, 5 Officers, 210 Other Ranks.   

Riez Du Vinage was a hamlet on the Northern side of the Acre-La-Bassee Canal a mile North East of Mont 
Benenchon. 

TUDBALL  REGINALD  SAMUEL   

Private 14645541 died 27/7/1944 aged 22, 6th Battalion Black Watch (Royal Highlanders).  Son of Samuel 
and Violet Tudball, Minehead.  Commemorated Florence War Cemetery.   

Birth registered 3rd Quarter 1922, (Mother’s maiden surname Warren). 

1939 Register.  20 Vicarage Road, Minehead.  Samuel Tudball born 2/8/1891, Market Garden Labourer.  
Violet Tudball born 7/2/1891.  Thomas Tudball, born 11/6/1926. 

Samuel Tudball married Violet Warren 4th Quarter 1921.   



The 6th Battalion Black Watch, on July 25th, were in the region of Dudda, a small village on the slopes of 
Monte Scalari that had to be cleared of Germans before the advance on Florence could continue.   

On July 27th the Battlion were concentrated in the area of Point 706, code named “Conn”.  The Battalion’s 
objectives were Points 731 and 762.   

C Company were dispatched to hold Point 731 to the West of M.Scalari (Point 788 code name “Corbett”).  
During their approach they suffered casualties from mortars but got within 500 yards of Point 731 without 
undue difficulty.  Then the worst happened and the machine gun fire opened up on them from three sides 
and they were literally pinned to the ground.  After a while, and with difficulty they manaded to withdraw 
to a reverse slope where they dug in.  Casualties were heavy and it was impossible to evacuate the 
wounded until after dark.  C Company’s strength was reduced to 3 Officers and 46 Other Ranks.   

 

  



VICKERY,  LESLIE ARTHUR  THOMAS 

Lance Corporal 2075512.  Died 8/9/1940 aged 21, 259 Field Company, Royal Engineers.  Son of Mrs R 
Vickery, Minehead.  Buried Minehead Cemetery.   

Born 3rd Quarter 1919 registered Williton, Mother’s maiden surname Cane.  Died Lydd, Kent, 1940, aged 
21.  Registered Tenterden, Kent.Father, Frederick Vickery, born 1873 Minehead, Mother Rosina Cane.   

Rosina Cane, born May 1883, Alcombe, died 1957 Portishead. 

1939 Register.  56 Summerland Avenue, Minehead.  Frederick Vickery, born 15/1/1873, Retired Plumber.  
Rosina Vickery, born/6/5/1883.    

Frederick Vickery married Rosina Cane 1904, St Michael’s Minehead. 

In 1911 they were living at 56 Summerland Avenue, having been married six years and no children. 

259 Field Company were a part of 45 Division.  In 1940 given the threat of invasion, 45 Division was 
allocated to the defence of Kent.  In July of 1940 259 Field Company was supervising working parties in 
the Lydd area of Kent involved in preparing the defensive position on the coast of Dymchurch and South 
of Lee Camp.   

Beach defences and coastal defences as well as fortifying places such as Lydd and Appledore were vital if 
the expected invasion was to be repulsed.  By September it seems that mine laying was in full swing.  It is 
highly likely that Leslie Vickery was accidentally killed during these operations.   

 

  



VILE,  FREDERICK  DANIEL 

Sergeant 5667460 Somerset Light Infantry died 18/2/1942 aged 34.  Son of Walter and Ethel Vile; husband 
of Beatrice Clara Vile of Alcombe.  Commemorated Singapore Memorial, Kranji War Cemetery.  Also on 
Alcombe Memorial where listed as Company Sergeant Major SLI.   

Born 6/8/1907, registered 3rd Quarter 1907 Taunton.  Baptised West Hatch.  Son of Walter Edward and 
Ann Vile . 

1939 Register.  Church Street, Williton.  Beatrice C Vile born 11/6/1907, married.  Elizabeth Simmonds, 
born 17/3/1882, Widow, Post Office Deliverer. 

Frederick D Vile married Beatrice C Simmonds 3rd Quarter 1935, registered Taunton.   

Company Sergeant Major, Instructor, Federated Malay States Volunteer Force (FMSVF), 4th Pahang 
Battalion (Sergeant Number 566741 SLI) died 18/2/1942 mouth of the Indragiri River, Sumatra.  Ground 
when boat capsized.  Letter of 17 August 1942 from Lt S J  Randle Eyewitness and Officer in charge of 
party. 

The Stokes – Hughes escape plan from Singapore.  Major Stokes-Hughes was attached to AIF (Australia).  
“From the other side of the island we got three boats to the mainland and sailing all night with a stiff 
breeze which freshened and capsized one boat, Doyle and Vile being drowned.”.   

Major Stokes-Hughes 3rd Negri Sembilan Battalion selected party to escape.  The volunteers, around 20 
HQ was Raffles College. 

As war clouds gathered in the 1930s men of all walks of life and nationalities joined the volunteer forces.  
Men remained in Civilian employment and joined the volunteer forces and received military training at 
night and at weekends.  The units of the force were based in the administrative areas of Malaya in which 
men worked and enrolled.   

The Federated Malay States Volunteer Force: Perak 1stBattlion; Selangor 2nd Battalion; MegriSembilian 3rd 
Battalion; Perhang 4th Battalion.   

 

 

 

 

 

  



WATKINS,WILLIAM  THEODORE PITT andDUNSTER  LODGE 

Dunster Lodge was built c 1871-4 for Bristol based solicitor W T P Watkins, who was definitely there in 
1874.  W T P Watkins was born 18/11/1830 and baptised at Clifton 31/1/1831 son of William and 
Elizabeth, occupation Butcher.   

1851 Census:  4 Rownham Place, Clifton.  William Watkins, 50, Cattle Dealer born Clifton.  Elizabeth 
Watkins, 47, born Minehead.  Theodore Watkins, 21, son, Cattle Dealer born Clifton.  Gabriel Watkins, 19, 
son, Cattle Dealer, born Clifton.  

Elizabeth Watkins (nee Hake) was the daughter of John Hake (1767-1843) of Minehead. He was buried 
5/1/1844 Minehead aged 77.   

W T P Watkins married Margaret Ellen Mahon Maxwell 13/12/1858 at St Nicholas, Bristol; her residence 
was Granby House, Clifton; father William Mahon Maxwell, Barrister.   

1861 Census:  Granby House, Clifton.  William T Watkins, 31, late Articled Clerk, now of no profession, 
born Bristol.  Margaret E M Watkins, 26, born Ireland.  William T Watkins, son, 2.  Nicholas M Watkins, 
son, 1.   

Children of the marriage:  

1) William Theodore Watkins, born 5/10/1859 
2) Nicholas Maxwell Watkins, born 27/11/1860 
3) Maurice Mahon Watkins, born 27/9/1861 
4) Francis Wynne Watkins, born 28/3/1863 
5) Ellen Mahon Isabel, born 12/6/1864. 

In February 1868 Margaret his wife filed for divorce on the grounds of adultery and cruelty.   

1871 Census:  Long Ashton, Somerset.  William T P Watkins, 40, Solicitor.  Ellen Watkins, wife, 35.  Nicholas, 
son, 11. “Idy” son, 9. Isabella daughter 7.   

Divorce granted 14/11/1873.   

15/10/1876 at Dunster Lodge, Alcombe, Catherine the wife of W T P Watkins of the City of Bristol, 
Solicitor, died aged 31.  Catherine Watkins buried Minehead 20/10/1876 aged 31, residence Dunster. 

1881 Census: Dunster Lodge.  William Pitt Watkins, 51, Solicitor.  William Theodore Watkins, 22, Articled 
Clerk.  Maurice Watkins, 20.  Isabel Watkins, 16.  Kate Murtaugh, 19, visitor, born Plymouth.  Frederick 
Watkins, 10, born Bristol.   

1891 Census:  Dunster Lodge.  William T P Watkins, widower, 60, Gentleman, born Clifton, Bristol.  
Maurice M Watkins, son, single, 28, no occupation, born Clifton.  Bernard F Watkins, son, single, 19, born 
Clifton.  Dora K Watkins, daughter, 15, born Dunster.   

William Theodore Pitt Watkins 67 of Dunster Lodge Alcombe died 20/6/1897 probate to William Theodore 
Watkins, solicitor. 

DUNSTER LODGE – FRANK BLOFELD 

1899 Kelly’s Guide shows that Frank Blofeld was at Dunster Lodge. 



1901 Census:  Dunster Lodge, Alcombe.  Frank Blofeld, 42, General Colonial Merchant, born Islington.  
Leslie Blanche Blofeld, 33, born Birmingham.  Daphne Blofeld, 7, born St. Pancras.  Alice Tudway, 30, 
visitor, born Somerton. 

Frank Blofeld married 12/6/1889 Leslie Blanche Perkins at Holborn.  

1891 Census:  3 Upper Montague Street, Bloomsbury.  Frank Blofeld, 32, Colonial Produce Merchant.  
Leslie B Blofeld, 23.  Frank D Blofeld, 11 months.   

1911 Census: Combe Cottage, Alcombe, Frank Blofeld, 52, Colonial Merchant, Farm Produce.  Leslie 
Blanche Blofeld, 43, 21 years married, two children.  Frank D’Arcy Blofeld, 20, single, born Bloomsbury, 
London. 

1911 Census:  54 Hampton Grove, Teddington, Middlesex.  Daphne Blofeld, Boarder, 17, pupil.   

1931 Kelly’s Guide, Blofeld at Dunster Lodge. 

1935 Kelly’s Guide, Blofeld at Dunster Lodge.  

1939 Register:  Sandy Lodge, Glentathar Road, Bognor, Frank Blofeld, born 23/3/1859 Retired Colonial 
Merchant.  Leslie B Blofeld, born 30/8/1867. 

Frank died 1952 and Leslie 1957 at Bognor.   

DUNSTER LODGE AFTER  BLOFELD 

1939 Kelly’s Guide: Miss Weston-Stevens at Dunster Lodge, Alcombe. 

1939 Register:  Higher Moor, Moor Road, Minehead.  Gwendoline H Weston-Stevens born 31/5/1896.  
Constance M Crowe, born 3/11/1924, school.  Marjorie E Crowe, born 23/1/1928, school. 

Gwendoline Hannah Weston-Stevens of Higher Moor, Minehead, spinster, died 15/3/1956.  Probate to 
Awdry Francis Weston Peck, Stockjobber, and the Hon. Lady Victoria Ellen Palmer (wife of the Rt. Hon .  
Raymond Cecil Bacon Palmer ), £190214; buried Minehead Cemetery.  

She was the daughter of Sir Joseph Weston-Stevens (1861-1917) who established the Bristol Foundry 
Company and was Director of the Patent Nut and Bolt Company and the Bristol Wagon and Carriage 
Company.   

DUNSTER  LODGE – WILLIAM  THEODORE PITT WATKINS 

Dunster Lodge was built c 1871-4 for Bristol based solicitor W T P Watkins, who was definitely there in 
1874.  W T P Watkins was born 18/11/1830 and baptised at Clifton 31/1/1831 son of William and 
Elizabeth, occupation Butcher.   

1851 Census:  4 Rownham Place, Clifton.  William Watkins, 50, Cattle Dealer born Clifton.  Elizabeth 
Watkins, 47, born Minehead.  Theodore Watkins, 21, son, Cattle Dealer born Clifton.  Gabriel Watkins, 19, 
son, Cattle Dealer, born Clifton.  

Elizabeth Watkins (nee Hake) was the daughter of John Hake (1767-1843) of Minehead. He was buried 
5/1/1844 Minehead aged 77.   

W T P Watkins married Margaret Ellen Mahon Maxwell 13/12/1858 at St Nicholas, Bristol; her residence 
was Granby House, Clifton; father William Mahon Maxwell, Barrister.   



1861 Census:  Granby House, Clifton.  William T Watkins, 31, late Articled Clerk, now of no profession, 
born Bristol.  Margaret E M Watkins, 26, born Ireland.  William T Watkins, son, 2.  Nicholas M Watkins, 
son, 1.   

Children of the marriage:  

1) William Theodore Watkins, born 5/10/1859 
2) Nicholas Maxwell Watkins, born 27/11/1860 
3) Maurice Mahon Watkins, born 27/9/1861 
4) Francis Wynne Watkins, born 28/3/1863 
5) Ellen Mahon Isabel, born 12/6/1864. 

In February 1868 Margaret his wife filed for divorce on the grounds of adultery and cruelty.   

1871 Census:  Long Ashton, Somerset.  William T P Watkins, 40, Solicitor.  Ellen Watkins, wife, 35.  Nicholas, 
son, 11. “Idy” son, 9. Isabella daughter 7.   

Divorce granted 14/11/1873.   

15/10/1876 at Dunster Lodge, Alcombe, Catherine the wife of W T P Watkins of the City of Bristol, 
Solicitor, died aged 31.  Catherine Watkins buried Minehead 20/10/1876 aged 31, residence Dunster. 

1881 Census: Dunster Lodge.  William Pitt Watkins, 51, Solicitor.  William Theodore Watkins, 22, Articled 
Clerk.  Maurice Watkins, 20.  Isabel Watkins, 16.  Kate Murtaugh, 19, visitor, born Plymouth.  Frederick 
Watkins, 10, born Bristol.   

1891 Census:  Dunster Lodge.  William T P Watkins, widower, 60, Gentleman, born Clifton, Bristol.  
Maurice M Watkins, son, single, 28, no occupation, born Clifton.  Bernard F Watkins, son, single, 19, born 
Clifton.  Dora K Watkins, daughter, 15, born Dunster.   

William Theodore Pitt Watkins 67 of Dunster Lodge Alcombe died 20/6/1897 probate to William Theodore 
Watkins, solicitor. 

  



WEBBER,  FREDERICK  JOSEPH  

Sergeant 10448 1st Battalion Middlesex Regiment, died 29/9/1918.  Son of Frederick and Etty Frances 
Webber of  “Homeland”, Minehead.  Buried at Villers Hill British Cemetery, Villers-Guidain.  Headstone 
inscription reads: “Never Forgotten Fred, at Homeland Minehead”.  Address of next of kin given as Mr F 
Webber, Ministry of Labour, Quirke Street, Minehead.  Villers-Guidain is a village 16 kilometres South 
West of Cambrai and 4 Kilometres East of Gouzeaucourt.   

Born West Ham, Essex and enlisted at Kilburn, Middlesex in the Duke of Cambridge’s Own (Middlesex 
Regiment), Sergeant G/104488.   

Frederick Joseph Webber’s birth registered third quarter 1887.  He married Annie Prickett in 1916, 
Brentford.  His sole legatee was Annie E Webber.   

1901 Census, 127 Winchelsea Road, Tottenham.  Frederick J Webber, born Brompton Regis, 38, Inspector 
of Metropolitan Police.  Etty F Webber, 38, born London.  William T Webber, 16, born Plaistow.   Ethel M, 
15, born Plaistow.  Frederick J, 13, born Plaistow.  Henry James, 11, born St John’s Wood.  Harriett, 10, 
born St John’s Wood.  Edith E, 8 and Annie J, 7, both born St John’s Wood.  Florence, 5, born St Pancras. 

1911 Census, 8 Cher Steep, Minehead.  Frederick Webber, 48, Police Pensioner.  Etty Frances Webber 
(nee Chilton), 48, born Bromley by Bow.  Ethel Webber, 25, born Plaistow, Essex, Butcher’s Cashier.  
Harriett Webber, 20, born Paddington.  Edith Webber, 18, born Marylebone.  Annie Webber, 17, born 
Marylebone.  Frederick Webber, 23, born Plaistow, Butcher.  Florence Webber, 15, born St. Pancras.  
Winifred Webber, 4, born Minehead. 

Plaistow is a village and a Ward in West Ham Parish, Essex.   

Battle of St Quentin Canal, 29 September to 2 October 1918.  On night of 28/29 1st Middlesex relieved 5th 
Scottish Rifles.  Objectives ran from Derby Post to the East End of Villers Hill; Zero hour was 3.30 a.m.  
Centre Company of Middlesex Regiment met strong opposition at Gloster Road.  Eventually reached 
Green Line just West of Honnecourt Wood and from here patrols sent out to the St Quentin Canal.  In 
operations of 29 September 1st Middlesex lost: 4 Officers and 71 Other Ranks killed; 2 Officers and 143 
Other Ranks wounded;  1 Officer. 16 Other Ranks gassed; 10 Other Ranks missing. 

WEBBER,  HENRY  JAMES 

Private 27257 7th Battalion Somerset Light Infantry, died 1/11/1916 of wounds aged 27.  Son of Frederick 
and Etty Frances Webber of “Homeland” Minehead and brother of Frederick Joseph Webber.  Buried 
Minehead Cemetery.  Formerly 2003 West Somerset Yeomanry.   

1911 Census shows Henry Webber, 23, a Fishmonger, and Boarder at 46 Greenway Road, Taunton.   

Henry died at No 1 Southern General Hospital, Birmingham and his death was registered fourth quarter, 
Birmingham, 1916.  

WEBBER L 

On War Memorial and Roll of Honour.  Corps listed as ASC.  Nothing else known.  

WEBBER  STUART  GODFREY 

Private 260245 2nd/6th Battalion Royal Warwickshire Regiment.  Formerly 203741 4th Battalion Somerset 
Light Infantry.  Son of John and Fanny Webber, 19 Summerland Avenue, Minehead.  Died 12/4/1918 aged 



20 and commemorated Ploegsteert Memorial.  The Soldiers’ Effects Register records his death as “on or 
since 11/13 April 1918”.   

1911 Census, 22 Summerland Road, Minehead.  John Webber, 42, born Timberscombe, Road Contractor.  
Fanny Webber, 44, born Dulverton.  Stuart Godfrey Webber, 13, born Timberscombe, birth registered first 
quarter 1898. 

In the 1901 Census they were all living at 13 Summerland Street, Minehead.   

On 9/4/1918 the German Army launched the second stage of its Spring Offensive – Operation Georgette, 
lasting for twenty days. 

2nd/6thWarwicks was part of 182 (2nd Warwickshire) Brigade, 61st (2nd South Midlands) Division.  It took 
part in the Battle of Estairs 9 to 11 April 1918, and the Battle of Hazebrouck 12 to 15 April.   

From the 2nd/6thWarwickshires War Diary:  1/4/1918 Marched to Gentelles 3/4/1918 taken in lorries to 
Saisseval.  Entrained St Roch Amiens having marched from Saisseval.  Detrained Berguette.  By bus to Mt 
Bernechon.  Then to Le Cornet Malo.  Ordered to prepare for counter attack with the possibility of holding 
defensive position about Pacaut.   

12/4/1918 Paradis area.  Troops retiring due to machine gun fire from Pacaut.  Enemy at the outskirts of 
La Pierre Beurre.  Machine gun fire coming from the road leading from Les Rues Des Vaches.   

Other locatory names mentioned are Baquerolles Farm Buildings and Clarence River.   

On the night of 13/14 April the Battalion reorganised into two Companies.   

Casualties between 10-14 April were 9 Officers and 133 Other Ranks.    

WEBBER,  WALTER  JAMES 

Sergeant 9855, 6th Battalion Somerset Light Infantry.  Died 7/10/1915 aged 23.  Stepson of James Saunders 
and the late Sarah Saunders.  Commemorated Menin Gate, Ypres. 

Walter James Webber attested 26/8/1910 at Minehead.  Born Timberscombe, aged 18 years, occupation 
Farm General Labourer.  Enlisted 5th Somerset Light Infantry. 

Service from 26/8/1910 to 17/10/1912 when discharged at own request on payment of £18.  A total of 2 
years and 53 days in service. 

Next of kin, Stepfather James Saunders; Step brothers Francis and Charles Saunders; Step sister, Ivy, of 15 
Summerland Avenue, Minehead.   

He was about to go to China (Tientsin, Gobi Desert) as North China was crossed out in his Service Record.   

In 1911 Walter Webber aged 19, born Minehead 1892, was at Verne Barracks, Portland, Dorset. 

1901 Census, Hill Cottage, Luxborough.  James Saunders, 32, born Taunton, Farm Labourer.  Sarah A 
Saunders, 36, born Timberscombe.  Walter James Webber, 9, Stepson.  Francis Saunders, 1, born 
Treborough.  Charles Saunders, 0, born Treborough.   

Sarah Ann Saunders died fourth quarter 1904, aged 38.  In Soldiers’ Effects Sole Legatee listed as Ivy 
Saunders, Step sister.   



1911 Census, 15 Summerland Avenue, Minehead.  Thomas Webber, 35, General Contractor, born 
Timberscombe.  Emma Webber, 36, married 13 years and no children.  James Webber, 50, uncle.  Ivy 
Saunders, 9, niece, born Luxborough.   

From 6th Battalion Somerset Light Infantry War Diary:  

1/10/1915 Seminaire Farm, Brielin Houses 

4/10/1915 Orders to occupy trenches at St Eloi.  Trenches uncomfortable, draining and improving.   

7/10/1915  Nothing to report. One man killed -  the result of looking over the parapet.  

14/10/1915  Relieved after quiet tour.  Rest Camp Poperinghe.   

  



WEBBER-INCLEDON, LAURENCE CHARLES 

1851 Census:  Buckland House, Braunton, Devon.  Charles Henry Webber, 40,  JP for Devon, Farming 500 
acres, employing 18 labourers, born Can(n)anore, Madras, India.  Henrietta Webber, 40, born Bishops 
Tawton, Devon.  Lucie Henrietta Incledon Webber, 17, born Braunton.  Frances Incledon Webber, 16, born 
Braunton.  Edward Chichester Incledon Webber, 13.  Born Braunton.  Ellen Incledon Webber, 12, born 
Braunton.  Phlip R Incledon Webber, 11, born Braunton. Harry Fane Incledon Webber, 10, born Braunton.  
Frederic Glynn Incledon Webber, 8.  Born Braunton.  Mary Incledon Webber, 7, born Braunton.  Alfred 
PomroyIncledon Webber, 6, born Braunton.   

Charles Henry Webber born 31/12/1810 Cananore Madras; and married Henrietta Chichester of Hall, 
10/11/1832 at Bishops Tawton.   

North Devon Journal 15/11/1832: “On Sat.10th inst. at Bishops Tawton by the Rev J Limebear Harding, 
Rector of Monkleigh and Littleham, Charles Henry Webber eldest son of Major General Henry Webber, of 
the Hon East India Company service, and of Buckland House, to Henrietta youngest daughter of Charles 
Chichester of Hall.” 

London Illustrated News 22/12/1883: “Mr Charles Henry Incledon Webber of Buckland House and St 
Brannocks in Braunton, JP, on the 6th inst. aged 73.  He was the eldest son of the late Major General Henry 
Webber HEIC, by Lucie Elizabeth L’Ecolier, his wife, daughter of the Governor of Pondicherry and was 
grandson of Mr Philip Rogers Webber, JP for Devon by Mary his wife, elder daughter and co heir of Mr 
John Incledon of Buckland House.   

Major General Henry Webber married Elizabeth Lucie L’Ecolier 18/2/1810 at Bangalore.  She died 
8/8/1823 after giving birth to a daughter 12/7/1823.  He died 8/8/1833 aged 71.   

Major General Henry Webber born 18/7/1762.  Father Philip Rogers Webber; mother Mary Incledon.  
They were married 26/3/1759 Barnstaple.  She died 18/11/1807 aged 71; he died 19/4/1819 aged 86.  It 
was her marriage that saw the Manor Of Buckland pass into the Webber family.   

1861 Census: Braunton, Devon. Charles Henry Webber 50, Henrietta Webber, 50. Frances Incledon 
Webber, 26.  Ellen Incledon Webber 22.  Fanny Jane Incledon Webber, 20.  Laurence Charles Incledon 
Webber, 7.  Mary Incledon Webber, 17. Alfred PomroyIncledon Webber, 16.   

Laurence Charles Incledon Webber born 4/6/1853.  North Devon Journal 9/6/1853: “4thinst, the Lady of 
Charles Henry Webber, of Saint Brannock in the Parish of Braunton, of a son.”.  His birth was registered 
2nd Quarter 1853 Barnstaple.   

1871 Census: East Street, South Molton.  Laurence C I Webber, Boarder, 17, Solicitor’s Articled Clerk, born 
Braunton, Devon.   

1881 Census: 64 George Road, Greenwich.  Laurence C I Webber, Boarder, 27, Solicitor, born Braunton 
Devon. 

19/6/1884 North Devon Journal: “Change in the order of sequence of names”.  “I Laurence Charles 
Webber-Incledon of Yeovil (lately known as Laurence Charles Incledon Webber) give notice that I change 
the order of sequence of my family names to “Laurence Charles Webber-Incledon”.” 

22/7/1884 Dunster Parish Church: Laurence Charles Incledon Webber-Incledon, 31, Gentleman, St Johns 
Yeovil, father Charles Henry Webber, married Ethel Maud Snow, spinster, Dunster, father, Arthur Henry 
Creswell Snow, Gentleman, Captain 96th Foot.   



1891 Census: “The Dene” Alcombe.  Laurence C Webber-Incledon, 37,Solicitor born Braunton.  Ethel M 
Webber-Incledon, 45, born Dublin.  Frances Incledon-Webber, sister 56, visitor, born Braunton. 

1901 Census: “The Dene” Alcombe.  Laurence C Webber-Incledon, 47, Solicitor, born Braunton.  Ethel M 
Webber-Incledon, 45, born Ireland. 

Ethel M Webber-Incledon died 1907, 51, registered Williton.  West Somerset Free Press 19/4/1907: “Mrs 
Ethel Maud Webber-Incledon of The Dene, Dunster, wife of Mr Laurence Charles Webber-Incledon who 
died 27/2/1907 left £22111.  Exeter and Plymouth Gazette, 2/3/1907: “Webber-Incledon; on the 27th ult. 
At The Dene, Dunster, Ethel Maud, wife of Laurence Charles Incledon Webber-Incledon, only child of the 
late Arthur Henry Creswell Snow, Captain 96th Regiment. 

1861 Census:  Frankley House, Dunsford Road, St Thomas, Devon.  Thomas Snow, 69, Banker and Wine 
Merchant born Oporto Portugal.  Charlotte Snow, 65, born Montreal Canada.  Edmund Newman Snow, 
48, son, unmarried, Landed Proprietor, born St Thomas.  Georgina Snow, 40, daughter, unmarried, born 
Alphington, Devon.  Amelia Snow, 25, daughter, unmarried, born St Thomas, Devon.  Ethel Maud Snow, 
grandchild, 5, born Dublin, Ireland.  Plus 10 servants.  

14/2/1855 Arthur Henry Creswell Snow, 27, Captain 96th Regiment of Franklin Exeter married Ione Burland 
Harris Burland, 24 of New Court, Newent at Newent Parish Church, Gloucestershire.  Ione was the eldest 
daughter of J B H Burland of New Court, Newent.  

15/12/1855 Press (London) “Snow – On the 29th ult. At Dublin the wife of Captain Snow of a daughter.   

Exeter Flying Post, 9/11/1856: “At the residence of her father John B H Burland of New Court  Newent, 
aged 26, Ione, the wife of Captain Arthur H C Snow, 96th Regiment, Inspector of Musketry, Gibralter. “ 

She was buried 15/11/1856.  

Arthur Henry Creswell Snow born 9/5/1827 attended Blundell’s School 15/2/1837 to 20/12/1841.  He died 
6/9/1866 at Franklyn.   

1871 Census: 12 Albany Villas, Hove, Sussex, School for Ladies.  Thomasina Antoinette Collinet, 64, Head, 
Principle of Ladies School.  Ethel M Snow, 15, Scholar born Dublin, Ireland.   

1881 Census: Alcombe, Eliza Maitland, Widow, 63, born Walworth, London.  Ethel M Snow, 25, niece. 

1911 Census: Aldon, Yeovil.  Henry Butler Batten, 65, Solicitor.  Laurence Charles Incledon Webber-
Incledon, 57, born Braunton, Devon. 

Laurence Charles Incledon Webber-Incledon married 16/1/1924 Sarah Rydon, St Augustine The Less, 
Bristol.Sarah Webber-Incledon died 1st Quarter 1936 aged 70 registered Williton. Mrs Sarah Webber-
Incledon of The Dene, Alcombe, Minehead died 16/2/1936.   

Mr Laurence Charles Webber-Incledon of The Dene, Alcombe Minehead, Solicitor for 23 years Clerk of 
Minehead UDC who died on June 5 last (1938) left £36628. 

Laurence Charles Webber-Incledon of The Dene, Alcombe Minehead died 5/6/1938. Probate to William 
Thomas Munby Snow, of The Close, Exeter and Adrian BeareIncledon-Webber, retired Brigadier General, 
of Clifford Lodge, Cannington, Bridgwater and William Allen Henry Thorne, Accountant of Bancks St 
Minehead.   

“The Dene” was designed by the Architect Frederick Bligh Bond (1864-1945) and was built circa 1888.  
There is an advert in the WSFP 14/7/1888 for staff to apply to Mrs Webber-Incledon at The Dene.   



WESCOMBE,  EDGAR  THOMAS 

Private 17638, 8th Battalion Somerset Light Infantry.  Died 1/7/1916 aged 22, son of Ann Wescombe of  
“Marshway” Curry Mallet, Taunton, and the late Jacob Wescombe.  A native of West Bagborough.  
Commemorated Gordon Dump Cemetery, Ovillers-La-Boiselle. 

1911 Census, Carlton Private Hotel, Minehead.  Claud Forest, Head, Private Hotel Keeper, 23, born Porlock.  
Jacob Wescombe, Gardener, 60, born Dodington.  Evelyn Wescombe, Housekeeper, 25, born Bagborough.  
Ruth Wescombe, 19, Housemaid, born Bagborough.  Edgar Tom Wescombe, 17, Under Gardener, born 
Bagborough.   

1901 Census, Wood Cottage, West Bagborough.  Jacob Wescombe, 50, Gardener (not domestic) born 
Dodington.  Ann Wescombe, 44, born West Bagborough.  Edgar Thomas Wescombe, 7, born West 
Bagborough. Eveline, 15, born West Bagborough.  Margaret Wescombe, 13, born West Bagborough.  Ruth 
Wescombe, 9, born West Bagborough.  Ann Temlett, Mother in Law.   

He qualified for the 1915 Star having first served in France 6/10/1915.  His Legatees were his sisters, 
Winifred, Mrs Edith A Crossman, Eveline, Margaret and Ruth.  8th Somerset Light Infantry, Battle of the 
Somme.  Objective was a hostile trench system just North of Fricourt Village.  On the night of 27/6/1916 
moved up to the Assembly Trenches, Marischal Street and Stonehaven Street taking over a new front line 
which had been tunnelled out and only just opened at the top.   

Five minutes before Zero Hour 1stJuly, 8th Somerset Light Infantry left the trenches and crept forward and 
although machine gun fire and rifle fire from their immediate front and both flanks met their advance, 
the survivors lay down in No Man’s Land waiting for Zero Hour (7.30 a.m.) and the barrage to lift off the 
enemy’s front line.   

In those tragic five minutes virtually all Officers became casualties.  The War Diary continues:  

“Directly the barrage lifted our men advanced in quick time.  They were met by heavy machine gun fire 
and although Officers and men were being hit and falling everywhere the advance went on”. 

By the time the leading platoons reached the German side of No Man’s Land they had lost fifty per cent 
of their effectives and then were momentarily held up in front of the enemy trenches by a machine gun. 

Eventually just 100 men consolidated the gains at the West End of Lozenge Wood.   

  



WHEELER, DOROTHY  MURIEL   

1911 Census:  “The Shelter”, King Edward Road, Minehead.  Irene Maud Wheeler, 35, single, born West 
Hackney, London.  Dorothy Muriel Wheeler, 21, single, born West Hackney, London.   

Dorothy Mariel Wheeler of 4 Fownes Road, Alcombe, died 30/7/1938. 

1891 Census: 74 Evering Road, Hackney.  James Wheeler, widower, 62, Superintendent GPO, born 
Cornwall.  Percy E Wheeler, son, 30, Clerk in Bank, born London; Irene M Wheeler, 15 (born 23/5/1875) 
London, Laura Kate Wheeler, 9; Dorothy M Wheeler, 2, born London. 

1901 Census: 74 Evering Road, Hackney.  James Wheeler, 73, pensioner, Superintendent GPO, born 
Torpoint, Cornwall.  Irene M Wheeler, 25, born Hackney;  Laura K Wheeler, 19, born Hackney; Dorothy M 
Wheeler, born 22/6/1888, Hackney. 

VAD card transcription: “address “Orwell”, New Road, Alcombe.  Service September 1916 to 31/5/1919, 
Orderly, answering telephone and bells and doing housework.  2998 hours. This girl though not strong has 
worked very well every other month the first year after work. Did not like discipline and was averse to 
being told anything, recommended for honourable work done.”   

IRENE  MAUD  WHEELER 

1939 Register: 32 Fownes Road, Alcombe.  Irene M Wheeler born 23/5/1875. 

Baptised 14/7/1875. 

Irene Maud Wheeler of 4 Quarry Close, Alcombe, Minehead, spinster died 28/3/1950 at The Hospital, 
Minehead, aged 74.  

VAD card transcript: “address Orwell, New Road, Alcombe.  Service September 1916 to 31/5/1919.  
Orderly answering the telephone and looking after the staff rooms and staff.  2998 hours.  Worked well.  
Did not like discipline and did not like being told anything.  “ 

  



WILKINS,  HAROLD  HERBERT   

Fusilier 5675618 died 1/12/1943 aged 25.  9th Battalion Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment).  Son of 
William Frederick and Lily Wilkins (Lilian Jane Gill); husband of Winifred Maud Wilkins of Redland, 
Gloucestershire.   

Born Minehead, registered 1st Quarter 1918, Williton (Mother’s maiden surname Gill). 

1939 Register.  Valley Cottage, Periton  Lilian J Wilkins born 19/9/1886, William F Wilkins, born 12/3/1887, 
Farm Labourer.  Ivan W Wilkins, born 12/3/1916, Taxi Driver.  Dennis M Wilkins, born 15/12/1919, 
incapacitated. Gilbert C Wilkins, born 29/12/1921, Shop Assistant.   

 Married 4th Quarter 1938, Winifred M Tombs.  Son Gerald Anthony Willkins, born 13/6/1939, Redland, 
Gloucestershire.   

Press Report:   

“Killed in Action.  As briefly mentioned in our last issue Fusilier Harold Wilkins aged 25, 3rd son of Mrs 
Wilkins of  Valley Cottage, Periton was killed in action in Italy during December whilst serving with the 8th 
Army Commandos an initimation to this effect reaching his Mother on Christmas Eve.  A Gardener before 
he joined up four years ago Mr Wilkins, whose wife and child are living at Bristol was in the Dieppe and 
Boulogne Raids and then went to Persia.  He served in the Tunisian Campaign and after taking part in 
Operations in Sicily was for a time in a South African Hospital before going into action in Italy.  His last 
letter to his mother was dated the day before he was killed.  The deceased was a member of the Baptist 
Church.  

Harold Wilkins was killed at Monte Cassino.   

  



WILLIAMS,  CYRIL  JEFFERY 

Sergeant 295003, 12th Battalion (West Somerset Yeomanry), Somerset Light Infantry.  Son of Susan and 
Walter Williams, Minehead.  Died 6/11/1917 and commemorated at Beersheba War Cemetery.   

1901 Census.  20 Selbourne Place, Minehead.  Walter Williams, 38, Coachbuilder, born Williton.  Susan 
Williams, 39, born Chard.  Lizzie Williams, 11, born Williton.  Cyril J Williams, 9, born Williton.  Phillip A 
Williams, 7, born Minehead.  Dorothy A Williams, 5, born Minehead.  Florence Williams, Sister, 29.   

1911 Census. Friday Street, Minehead.  Walter Williams, 48, Coachbuilder.  Susan Williams 49, born 
Combe St Nicholas.  Cyril J Williams, born Williton, 19.   

Soldiers’ Effects lists his Sole Legatee as Lilian D Sully.  Lilian Sully in 1911 was lodging at 30 Bampton 
Street, aged 19, a Shop Assistant.   

The Invasion of Palestine, 3rd Battle of Gaza, 27 October to 7November 1917.   

Capture of Beersheba and the Sheria Position.  Attack on 6/11/1917 on the Kauwickah and Rushdi systems 
of the enemy’s defences, and an effort made to reach Sheria before nightfall.  Tel-El-Khuweilfeh was to 
be attacked at dawn on 6/11/1917 and the troops were to make every effort to reach the line Tel -El - 
Khuweilfeh to Rijm-El-Dhib.  At 11 p.m. on 5/11/1917 12th Somerset LI to a position of deployment and 
took up the battle outpost line.   

The first objective was a series of enemy works about four thousand yards away over rough country.  At 
5 a.m. on 6/11/1917 the attack was launched.  From in front and from the right flank the advance was 
met by heavy machine gun and rifle fire; the enfilade fire from the right being especially costly.  An 
advance over four thousand yards without cover and swept by machine gun fire was no light task.  

By 7.05 a.m. the Battalion’s first objective, Cactus Garden Ridge, was taken.  The Battalions were inter 
mingled and had to be reorganised before moving onto the second objective which was the Gaza-
Beersheba Railway line, South of Sheria Station.  Reached at 4.30 p.m.  At 7.00 p.m. the Battalion was 
withdrawn about five hundred yards and bivouacked there for the night.   

Out of a total strength of 700 the 12th SLI lost 2 Officers and 41 Other Ranks killed; 4 Officers and 193 
Other Ranks wounded.  The two days following the 12th SLI were clearing the Battlefield and burying the 
dead.   

WILLIAMS,  HAROLD 

Private 10870, 7th Battalion Somerset Light Infantry, died 3/9/1916.  He was commemorated on the 
Thiepval Memorial.   

1911 Census, 53 Bampton Street, Minehead.  James Williams, 45, Groom and Domestic Gardener, born 
Wootton Courtenay.  Sarah Jane, 47, born Washford.  Albert John Williams, 20, Grocer’s Assistant, born 
Minehead.  Harold Williams, 15, Carpenter’s Apprentice, born Minehead.   

7th SLI assembled on Western Edge of Trones Wood; 3/9/1916 attacked at 12 noon.  A and D Companies 
leading and took objective, the Wedge Wood, Ginchy Rd, South of the Guillemont Crossroads.  Later B 
Company assisted 47 Brigade, West of the Guillemont to Combles Road,  consolidating and holding their 
position until rejoining the Battalion at midnight.  

 

  



WILLIS,  FRANK   

Private 6352, No.1 Company 3rd Battalion Coldstream Guards.  Son of Andrew and Amelia Willis, died 
15/11/1914.  Commemorated Railway Chateau Cemetery, Vlamertinghe.   

1901 Census, Park Street, Minehead.  Andrew Willis, 47, Saddler and Harness Maker, Shopkeeper, born 
Minehead.  Amelia, 48, born Evercreech, Somerset  Andrew Willis, 23, Saddler’s Assistant, born 
Pontypridd.  Ethel Willis, 19.  Frank Willis, 15, Butcher’s Apprentice, born Minehead.  

1911 Census, The Police Station, Janet Street, Splott, Cardiff.  Frank Willis, 25, living in the station, born 
Minehead.   

Frank Willis, Private 6352, 3rd Battalion Coldstream Guards, son of Andrew Willis of Minehead.  Served 
with the Expeditionary Force.  Killed in action at Reutel 15/11/1914.   

24/10/1914 In Reserve Position East of Hooge. 

25/10/1914 Polygon Wood 

26/10/1914 In support of 1st Irish Guards during the attack through Polygon Wood. 

27/10/1914 Relieved Irish Guards in the firing line 

16/11/1914 Relieved by French Troops during the night of 16th. 

Casualties since 26/10/1914 25 killed and 141 wounded.  Marched to Billets at Zillebeke.  S 

There is little to record from the 13 to 17 November the day on which the Coldstream left the Polygon 
Wood.  The usual artillery duel continued daily with unceasing energy.   

 

 

 

 


