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Background history 

 

• Originally based on a sub-committee of the Minehead 

Conservation Society, created by the society’s first Chairman, 

Oliver Davies. 

• 2013 - A pop up museum in the Old Visitor Centre on the sea front 

attracted over 1,000 visitors in two weeks. 

• A separate organisation from 2013 and now a registered charity.  

• In January 2014 in partnership with the YMCA obtained a licence 

to occupy part of the Beach Hotel with MDT running the Visitor 

Information Centre. 

• March 2014 the Museum opened in one back room behind the VIC. 

• July 2017 Museum doubled in size with own external door. Number 

of visitors also doubling.   

• Entry remains free. The trustees want to ensure that as many 

people as possible can benefit from the collection. 



Why have a museum? 

• Minehead as the largest town in West Somerset has struggled to create a museum, now that 
is has one lets make it a major tourist attraction and benefit to the community 

• Sense of community and place - A centre to conserve, interpret and promote the culture and 
heritage of the town. Promote a sense of identity.  

• Educational benefit - Both for locals and visitors and for groups and class visits. We already 
field research enquiries from throughout the UK and overseas. 

• Value - Heritage tourism is big business in that visitors spend in the community and a 
successful museum contributes to the economic well-being of the town. Increasing the offer, 
providing a wet weather attraction and prolonging visitors stay in the town. 

• Community involvement - Thousands of hours of volunteer time, providing the opportunity to 
meet people, learn new skills and contribute to the local community. 

• Since opening the museum has attracted over 48,000 visitors. (without the pandemic that 
would have been over 60,000). Visitor numbers have nearly doubled since opening and there 
is great untapped potential for further growth 



Educational Value 
Title 

Caption • Group and class visits - Severely limited by the lack of space 

• Public talks 



Museum Publications 
 
A publications programme of local history booklets: Including Education, Farms, Minehead in 

Wartime and reminiscences 





Minehead Pier 1901-2021 
Original pier gate and scale model of the pier in its heyday added 

to the museum displays for 2021. 



Hobby Horse 
A full size hobby horse was donated during lockdown 





    One sign that is not on show at present! 



The Future 

• The museum is now at capacity for displays 

• It is well beyond capacity for the storage of items not on display, lacking a secure controlled 
environment storage area. 

• Does not have adequate level access for wheel chair users, buggies etc 

• Lack of space prevents proper use by schools 

• There is no office space for cataloguing, working on displays, conservation or research. 

• We have no long term security of tenure in our present location 

• For National Accreditation. A museum needs to own its own premises or be on a long-term 
lease. This opens doors to future funding sources. 



The future 

• Secure long-term premises to house the unique collection of items relating to Minehead and Alcombe. That is 
economic to run without high building maintenance costs. 

• To provide an enlarged exhibition area 

• To provide a gallery space for the art work in the collection 

• Space for educational visits and events in the museum 

• More interactive displays for children visitors to the museum 

• A retail space to help with income generation 

• Dry, secure, temperature controlled storage for the items not on show 

• Work space for the preparation of displays, cataloguing, conservation work and research  

• Level access with more space to move between exhibits. 



Thank You 

 
Julian Luke, Minehead Museum, Beach Hotel Complex, The Avenue, Minehead,  Somerset TA24 5AP (Charity no. 1169355)  

Tel. 01643 704683 

E-mail: julian.luke@btconnect.com or mineheadmuseum@btconnect.com 

Website: www.mineheadmuseum.co.uk 

 

Donations to the premises appeal can be made by cheque payable to Minehead Museum, BACS or via the museum website where full 

details of the appeal and payment options can be found. 
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